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A  Harvest,  BLS  Style 

By  Jie  Song,  I  &  Coleman  Flaherty,  I 

Assistant  News  Editor  &  Staff  Writer 


GPA  Ranks  Higher 

B\  Ximin  Sun,  II  &  Leighanne  Gallington,  I 

_ Editor  &  Contributing  Writer 

After  numerous  meetings,  the  BLS  community 
inally  decided  to  abolish  rank  and  implement  a  new  system 
of  conveying  the  academic  performance  of'students:  grade 
point  average. 

Upon  arriving  at  BLS,  Mr.  Montague  was  greatly 
concerned  about  how  ill-represented  students  were  by  their 
school  records.  After  encountering  impressive  students  with 
less  than  impressive  ranks,  Mr.  Montague  became  worried 
that  these  students  might  be  overlooked  during  the  application 
process.  He  felt  that  although  class  rank  is  an  effective  measure 
of  how  a  student  performs  relative  to  her  class  members,  it 
does  not  truly  represent  the  academic  potential  of  students 
who  are  not  ranked  highly  in  their  class.  In  addition,  it  fosters 
a  negative  spirit  of  competition:  the  only  way  for  one's  rank 
to  improve  is  for  someone  else’s  to  decline. 

Believing  that  this  issue  needed  to  be  addressed 
quickly,  Mr.  Montague  called  a  committee  consisting  of 
parents,  faculty,  students, and  administrators  to  discuss  ways 
of  alleviating  the  disparity  between  a  students’  capabilities  and 
their  ranks.  The  committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
adding  a  GPA  to  the  transcript  would  help  colleges  better 
understand  the  academic  accomplishments  of  each  student.” 
The  committee  later  recommended  that  class  rank  be  reported 
to  neither  students  nor  colleges. 

1  he  response  to  these  recommendations  was  mostly 
positive.  Students  felt  that  eliminating  rank  would  promote 
cooperation  rather  than  competition.  Administrators,  strongly 
in  favor  of  these  changes,  wanted  to  verify  that  there  was  a 
consensus  among  all  those  involved,  including  the  Faculty 
Senate,  the  Student  Council,  and  colleges.  Many  parents  also 
endorsed  the  new  policies,  but  a  few  had  some  reservations, 
believing  that  it  would  be  hard  for  colleges  to  identify  top 
students. 

Currently,  the  last  class  to  receive  a  class  rank  will  be 
the  class  of  2002,  who  will  also  receive  a  GPA  based  on  grades 
starting  with  sophomore  year.  Current  juniors  and 
sophomores  will  receive  only  a  GPA,  which  also  starts  from 
sophomore  year.  All  future  classes,  beginning  with  the  class 
of 2005,  will  have  GPAs  that  reflect  all  courses  taken  beginning 
with  freshman  year..  Under  the  new  policy,  GPA  will  be 
reported  on  transcript  and  will  appear  on  the  school  report. 

A  few  problems  still  exist.  Rank  and  GPA  do  not 
correlate  well  for  a  few  students,  and  colleges  will  recompute 
GPA  to  incorporate  freshman  year  grades.  But  overall,  the 
shift  to  GPA  will  help  colleges  better  understand  how  strong 
all  of  the  students  are  here  at  BLS. 


THE  CREAM  OF  THE  CROP  (CLOCKWISE  FROM  TOP):  OUR 
GENEROUS  BENEFACTORS;  HARRY  V.  KEEFE  AND  MS.  KELLEY 
DEDICATE  THE  LIBRARY  MEDIA  CENTER;  PATRICK  AND 
BARBARA  ROCHE  WITH  MS.  KELLEY  AND  THE  CHEERLEADERS. 

Like  farmers  gathering  to  celebrate  the  success  of  a 
harvest,  on  October  27  over  2,000  parents  and  alumni  of  the 
active  BLS  community  congregated  at  the  Latin  School  to 
view  the  dedication  of  new  facilities  and  the  unveiling  of  the 
long-awaited  Harry  V.  Keefe  Jr.  1939  Library  Media  Center. 

The  day  began  with  a  large  breakfast  selection  of 
various  rolls,  croissants,  bagels,  and  baked  goods  set  in  a 
gorgeous  autumn  setting  of  pumpkins  and  red  leaves  that 
looked,  according  to  Mr.  Flynn,  unreal.  Beginning  at  9:15, 
student-guided  tours  showing  off  the  new  facilities  left  the 
Alma  Mater  Statue  at  1 5-minute  intervals.  These  tours  showed 
guests  such  spotlights  of  BLS  as  the  addition  of  Mr.  Wade 
McCree’s  name  to  the  auditorium  frieze,  the  new  music  and 
arts  facilities,  the  new  computer  and  science  labs,  the  new 
seminar  rooms  where  the  old  library  used  to  be,  the  new 
gymnasium,  the  new  Coach  Costello  Fitness  Center,  and  the 
Marshall  Cogan  Language  Lab.  As  the  guests  toured  the 
school,  they  were  entertained  by  the  dedication  of  the  Seevak 
Foundation  Seminar  Room  and  the  Barbara  and  Patrick  Roch 
Gymnasium  as  well  as  the  presentations  of  such  academic 
organizations  of  the  Junior  Classical  League  and  the  American 
Computer  Science  League.  Around  11:15,  a  parade  by  the 
BLS  Step  Squad,  cheerleaders,  and  Wolfie,  the  school  mascot, 


began  from  all  corners  ot  the  school  and  made  its  way  to  the 
auditorium.  I  here,  joined  by  Speaker  Finneran  and  District 
Attorney  Reilly,  the  guests  viewed  a  pep  rally  and  the  unveiling 
of  the  Boston  Latin  School  plaque.  Finally,  all  tours  ended 
at  the  Harry  V.  Keefe  Library  Media  Center,  the  star 
attraction. 

Many  guests  were  astonished  by  the  beauty  of  the 
new  library.  Indeed,  Mr.  Keefe’s  generous  S3  million 
donation  created  the  lush  environment  of  brand  new 
carpets,  wooden  shelves,  chairs,  desks,  and  academic 
facilities.  The  new  library,  occupying  the  space  of  the  old 
cafeteria,  far  exceeds  the  original  library’s  20,000  book 
capacity.  As  of  now  the  new  library  has  a  selection  of 25,000 
volumes  and  has  the  potential  to  expand  to  over  54,000. 
Recognizing  technological  advancements  and  the 
increasing  sources  of  information,  the  new  library  provides 
over  70  brand  new  flat  screen  computers  for  student  use. 
J  hese  new  IBMs,  complete  with  Windows  2000,  boot  up 
in  30  seconds,  run  on  1.5  GigHz  Pentium  III  processors, 
cruise  the  Internet  atTl  connection  speeds,  and  feature 
either  DVD  players  or  CD  writers  for  student  convenience. 
The  new  library  also  features  two  new  photocopiers,  one 
black  and  white  printer,  and  one  colored  phaser  (not  laser) 
^ ^ printer  that  runs  on 

The  library  is  not  color.J  w!x 

cartridges.  Io 

ONLY  A  POWERHOUSE  OF  accommodate  the 

need  of  project 

INFORMATION,  BUT  ALSO  environments,  the 

library  provides  a 

A  HAVEN  FOR  STU  DIO  US  new  multimedia 

editing  room  that  is 

_ STUDENTS. _  t0  compliment  the 

production  room 

across  the  hall,  three  seminar  rooms  available  on  request,  and 
an  electronic  classroom  equipped  with  32  laptops  capable  of 
wireless  Internet  access.  The  library  is  not  only  a  powerhouse 
of  information  but  also  a  haven  for  studious  students. 
Supervised  by  the  busts  of  Sumner  and  King,  students  can 
pursue  their  studies  in  the  serenity  of  the  new  reading  room 
and  in  the  comfort  of  genuine  leather  chairs.  Library  hours 
have  been  extended  an  extra  30  minutes  to  4  p.m. 

Thanks  to  generous  patrons  such  as  Mr.  Keefe  who 
made  possible  the  building  of  such  new  facilities  as  the  new 
library  and  media  center,  many  guests,  by  the  end  of  the  tour, 
realized  that  the  Boston  Latin  School  they  knew  years  ago  has 
retained  its  rich  tradition  while  becoming  a  bigger  and  better 
Eden  of  education  for  future  generations. 


Communication  Team  Launched 


By  Roselys  Esteve,  I  &  Qi  Feng,  I 

Contributing  Writer  &  Co-News  Editor 


The  world  was  shocked  and  saddened  by  the  events 
of  September  11*,  and  BLS  was  no  different.  Students  sat 
motionless,  visibly  shaken  as  the  blunt  news  was  announced. 
The  dining  hall  fell  into  an  unprecedented  silence.  After  lunch, 
droves  of  uneasy  students  were  seen  scurrying  off  from  school 
to  the  safety  of  their  families.  As  crass  as  it  may  seem,  it  takes 
a  monumental  and  national  tragedy  such  as  this  to  evoke  the 
kind  of  much-needed,  earnest  action  that  was  heretofore 
lacking. 

Hats  off  to  senior  Stephanie  Hilton  and  Mr.  Aversa’s 
Humanities  class  who  first  called  for  the  creation  of  a  peer 
network  of  upperclassmen  who  would  better  dispense  updated 
information  to  students  in  the  event  of  future  crises.  From 


this  idea  sprang  the  Student  Communication  Team,  a  group 
of  73  dedicated  seniors  chosen  by  Mr.  Montague.  Eventually 
the  Guidance  Guru  extended  the  opportunity  to  responsible 
juniors,  who  would  carry  this  year’s  experience  onward. 

Their  first  mission?  A  training  seminar.  Dr.  Nadja 
Reilly,  a  clinical  family  and  child  psychologist  at  Children’s 
Hospital,  led  the  one-hour  session  held  in  the  Chorus  Room 
on  October  10.  The  students  learned  that  as  events  occur, 
they  will  be  given  specific  informational  guidelines  to  share 
(some  in  writing)  from  the  guidance  counselors  and  will  be 
assigned  to  rooms,  where  they  will  communicate  the 
information  in  a  calm,  objective  manner  without  speculation. 
This  is  especially  important,  argues  senior  Adrian  Leung, 
because  “rumors  circulate  quickly  and  that  causes  panic  and 
confusion.”  From  this  they  can  identify  the  most  sensitive 
individuals,  who  will  then  be  urged  to  go  to  the  Guidance 
and  Support  Services  Staff  immediately. 


There  will  also  be  periodic,  scheduled  debriefings 
where  the  group  can  sit  down  and  confidentially  share  concerns 
and  feelings.  Keep  in  mind  that  although  the  C-Team  was 
created  in  response  to  recent  happenings,  the  reach  of  this 
program  is  not  limited  to  emergency  situations.  Anxiety, 
constant  worry,  sadness,  fear,  anger,  irritability,  guilt,  and 
inability  to  concentrate  may  arise  at  any  time,  and  can  be 
addressed  through  this  program. 

While  this  is  an  emotionally  stable  environment  in 
which  to  learn  and  mature,  students  and  faculty  alike  are  clearly 
dealing  with  many  issues  and  most  do  seek  additional  support. 
This  network  will  certainly  widen  its  breadth  and  increase  its 
depth  with  the  creation  of  the  Student  Communication  Team, 
behind  which  exists,  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Montague,  “a  very 
supportive  administration”  and  a  committed  core  of  students. 
Kiarra  Blair  speaks  for  everyone  when  she  says,  “I  just  want  to 
help  people,  plain  and  simple.” 
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The  Argo  is  a  school-affiliated  publication  produced  bimonthly 
by  the  students  of  Boston  Latin  School.  It  serves  as  a  forum  for  the  free 
exchange  of  news  and  ideas  in  the  community  of  students,  faculty,  parents 
and  alumni.  The  expressions,  suggestions  and  contributions  of  all  readers 
are  encouraged  through  letters  to  the  editors.  The  Argo  reserves  the  right 
to  edit  for  length  and  clarity. 

The  Argo  is  produced  as  an  extracurricular  activity.  Typography 
and  layout  are  done  entirely  by  students  using  Macintosh  computers 
running  Microsoft  Word  and  Adobe  Pagemaker.. 


During  the  summer,  the  Boston  Latin  School  community  lost 
two  very  special  members  of  Classes  IV  and  V:  Jaamar  Cameron-Shand 
and  Meng  Bing  Yang.  These  two  students  were  deeply  loved  and  will  be 
sorely  missed. 

On  this  page,  two  students  pay  tribute  to  their fellow  classmates. 
Our  prayers  and  thoughts  are  with  the  Cameron-Shand  and  Yangfamilies 
during  this  time. 


Meng  Bing  Yang 
(1987-2001) 

In  Memoriam  of  Meng  Bing  Yang 

By  Qingni  Lin,  IV 

A  smile  flitted  into  my  life, 

A  gift, 

Given  to  me  for  a  while, 

Another  friend  to  share  with 
The  ups  and  downs 
Of  sixie  year.. 

So  hyper, 

So  sure  that  we 

Could  take  on  the  world... 

TOGETHER... 

Laughter  flowing  so  easily, 

Time  passing  in  instants  of 
Bad  jokes, 

Math  tests, 

Dreading  only  Declamation,  and  nothing  else... 
Dying... 

Dying??? 

You,  wasting  away 
So  silently, 

Never  wishing  to  share 
Your  suffering... 

Not  wishing  to  break  our  hearts  with 
All  that  pain  you  experienced 
ALONE 

Such  intense  pain... 

But  met  with  ever  so  much  courage, 

I,  weak,  crying, 

Just  wanting  to  gather  your  pain 
And  throw  it  away... 

Wishing  myself  by  your  bedside, 

Wishing  I  could  see  you... 

Hold  your  hand. 

Just  ONE  MORE  TIME. 

Is  that  so  much  to  ask? 

The  halls,  so  lonely 
Without  you... 

Wishing  myself  back 
To  a  time 

When  we  still  wasted  laughter. 

But  now,  I  walk, 

Only  accompanied  by 
The  sound  of  my 
Heart  so  slowly 
Freezing, 

Crumbling... 

Whenever  I  think  of 
you 


Jaamar  Cameron-Shand 
(1988-2001) 

Line  Between  Life  and  Death 

By  Shaina  Gilbert,  V 

This  poem  is  dedicated  to  a  lost  friend,  Jaamar  Cameron-Shand. 

The  difference  between  Life  and  Death 
Is  whether  you  can  breathe  the  living’s  breath 

If  your  heart  beats  constantly,  as  it  should 
And  if  your  mind  tells  your  heart  to,  as  it  would 

Have  you  ever  inhaled  that  one  last  time 

Your  Heart  stopped  beating,  and  you  think  you  crossed  the  line 

I  know  a  friend  who  doesn’t  think,  suppose,  or  doubt 
Took  death  as  it  came,  didn’t  yell,  scream,  or  shout 

I  wasn’t  there  yet  I  know  just  what  he  did 

He  thought  about  his  life  until  they  closed  his  coffin’s  lid 

Well  ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  crossed  the  definite  Life  and  Death 
line 

And  I  spoke  to  Jamar  and  he’s  doing  quite  fine 
Yet  no  senses  were  in  use 

Not  hearing,  sight,  touch,  smell,  or  voices  of  muse 

We  used  memories,  prayers,  my  open  heart,  and  mixed  souls 
We  just  forgot  about  the  line  and  reached  our  impossible  goal 

The  only  time  I  do  see  Jaamar 

Is  when  I  look  up  and  see  his  golden  star 


Thank  you  to  Ms.  Gribaudo,  Ms.  Palmer,  Qingni  Lin, 
Shaina  Gilbert,  and  classes  LV  and  V  for  their  assistance. 


Visit  the  Argo  on  the  Internet  at  http://www.blsargo.org 
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New  Faces  at  BLS 


Ms.  Burke 


What  subjects  do  you  teach ? 
English  7  and  Enrichment  7. 

Where  did  you  grow  up? 
Jamaica  Plain! 

What  were  your  previous  jobs? 
Cashier,  Swan  Boat  driver, 
bartender,  newspaper  reporter, 
teacher. 


What  do  you  like  about  BLS  so  far? 

The  students  are  wonderful  and  BLS  seems  like  it’s  both  a 
more  demanding  and  a  more  caring  place  since  my  days.  I 
graduated  in  1990. 

What  colleges  did  you  attend? 

Harvard  (BA,  Psychology  and  English)  1994;  UC  Berkeley 
(MJ,  Journalism)  1999. 

What  is  your  favorite  quote? 

“Literature  is  no  one’s  private  ground.  Literature  is 
common  ground.  Let  us  trespass  freely  and  fearlessly  and 

find  our  own  way  for  ourselves.- — Virginia  Wool! - 


Mr.  Martin 


What  subjects  do  you  teach? 

U.S.  History  and  World  History. 

Where  did  you  go  to  school? 

I  attended  BLS,  then  the  Catholic 
University  of  America  in 
Washington,  D.C. 


How  had  the  transition  from  being  a  student  to  a  teacher  been? 
Is  it  weird  being  the  colleague  of  your  former  teachers?  Or  the 
teacher  of  your  former  schoolmates? 

I  guess  the  transition  would  have  to  depend  on  your  level  of 
involvement.  I  don’t  think  it’s  so  hard  for  me  since  it’s  only 
been  four  years,  and  most  things  are  the  same.  There  are  a  lot 
of  the  same  teachers  here,  and  it  seems  to  make  them  feel 
good  to  have  a  former  student  enter  their  profession  and  join 
their  ranks.  I  think  I  have  the  same  positive  relationship  with 
them,  and  teaching  has  given  me  the  opportunity  to  further 
that  relationship  and  to  learn  even  more  from  them,  and 
they’ve  been  really  helpful  to  me.  I  think  that  being  a  teacher 
and  having  students  here  that  were  here  when  I  was  a  student 
(the  seniors)  is  actually  very  interesting. 


Mr.  Bilodeau 

What  subjects  do  you  teach? 
Precalculus,  Advanced  Algebra, 
Webmaster. 

Where  did  you  grow  up? 

I  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 
but  grew  up  in  Newton, 
Massachusetts. 


What  were  your  previous  jobs ? 

Director  of  Technology  and  Head  of  Math  Department,  BC 
High;  Software  Engineer;  Math  Instructor,  Indiana  University 
and  Mass  Bay  Community  College. 

What  do  you  like  about  BLS  so  far? 

I  like  the  commitment  to  academic  excellence  found  in  both 
faculty  and  students. 

What  colleges  did  you  attend?  What  major?  What  degree? 
Boston  College  (BA,  Math);  Indiana  University  (MA,  Math). 

What  is  your  favorite  quote? 

“Common  sense  is  the  collection  of  prejudices  acquired  by 
the  age  of  Thirteen.”  —  Albert  Einstein 


Mr.  Simmons 

What  subjects  do  you  teach? 

I  teach  General  Music,  ninth 
grade  Chorus,  and  Concert 
Choir.  I  previously  taught  at 
Madison,  Trotter  Elementary, 
and  the  Boston  Arts  Academy  as 
a  brass  and  woodwind  specialist. 

What  college  did  you  attend?  What 
did  you  major  in? 

I  attended  Berklee  College  of 
Music.  I  majored  in  Music  Education  and  Film  Score. 

Why  did  you  decide  to  become  a  teacher? 

I  decided  to  become  a  teacher  because  I  wanted  to  explain  the 
art  of  music  and  help  kids  learn  a  new  way  of  thinking. 

What  do  you  like  best  about  Boston  Latin ? 

The  discipline  of  the  students  and  the  tradition  of  excellence 
of  the  school.  I  am  enjoying  every  second  at  Boston  Latin. 

What  instruments  do  you  play?  For  what  organizations  have  you 
played? 

The  piano  is  my  primary  instrument  but  I  also  teach  the 
trumpet,  baritone,  clarinet,  flute,  trombone,  oboe,  and 
saxophone.  I  played  for  the  Spirit  of  Boston  and  as  a  musical 
substitute  for  the  Odyssey. 

What  do  you  prefer,  teaching  or  playing? 

I  have  to  do  them  both. 


Mr.  Sullivan 


What  subjects  do  you  teach  this? 

I  teach  Latin  9A,  9B,  and  English 
9. 

Where  are  you  originally  from? 

I  am  from  Boston,  MA. 

What  were  your  previous  jobs? 

I  taught  in  Atlanta  High  School 
for  six  years.  I  taught  all  levels  of 
Latin  from  basic  to  AP.  I  also  taught  World  History.  I  also 
taught  at  a  college  in  New  York  for  two  years.  There,  I  taught 
Latin  and  Humanities. 

What  do  you  like  about  BLS? 

It  seems  that  the  teachers  here  are  very  professional.  This  school 
is  very  college-like.  Many  of  the  students  are  very  funny.  All 
of  them  live  for  Latin. 

What  college  did  you  attend? 

I  attended  Boston  University  for  both  undergraduate  and 
graduate.  For  undergrad,  I  majored  in  classical  civilization 
and  for  grad,  I  majored  in  teaching  Latin. 

What  is  your  favorite  quote? 

“Dux  femina  facti.  Virgil 


Ms.  Gallant 

Argo’s  Note:  Ms.  Gallant  is  currently 
the  Coordinator  of  the  Saturday 
Success  School  and  After  School 
Tutoring  programs. 

What  college  did  you  attend? 

I  attended  Northeastern  University 
after  I  graduated  from  Boston  Latin 
School. 


Why  did  you  decide  to  work  at  a  high  school? 

I  was  always  interested  in  working  with  kids.  I  originally 
wanted  to  become  a  teacher  but  I  switched  to  counseling.  I 
feel  as  though  I  can  understand  the  transition  that  the  students 
make  because  I  did  not  do  well  when  I  first  started  at  Latin 
and  I  have  seen  the  school  from  the  students’  side  and  the 
teachers’  side. 

How  does  it  feel  to  come  back  to  Latin  as  a  faculty  member ? 

It’s  really  neat.  I  get  to  see  the  school  from  the  perspective  of 
the  students  as  well  as  from  the  perspective  of  the  teachers.  I 
also  get  to  see  how  hard  the  teachers  work. 

What  do  you  like  best  about  Latin? 

My  favorite  aspect  of  Latin  is  the  students.  Latin  School 
students  are  the  best  of  the  best,  and  not  just  academically. 
The  relationships  I  developed  with  the  teachers  and  students 
as  a  student  were  very  important  to  me  and  that  is  why  I  am 
back  here. 


Mr.  Balicki 

What  subject  do  you  teach? 
Chemistry. 

Where  did  you  go  to  college? 

I  attended  Bates  College,  where  I 
majored  in  Biology,  so  I  have  a 
teaching  certificate  in  both 
Chemistry  and  Biology,  and  did 
my  student  teaching  in  Earth 
Science. 


What  is  your  favorite  thing  about  BLS? 

The  best  thing  about  Latin  school  is  the  people.  I’ve  found 
the  teachers  are  very  nice  and  helpful  to  someone  in  their  first 
year  at  a  new  school  and  I’ve  found  the  students  to  be 
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IVir.  Sanford 


What  classes  do  you  teach? 

Connections  English  and  two  junior  English  classes. 

I  received  his  B.A.  from  Elmira  College,  an  MA  in  English 
Education  from  Tufts  University  and  an  MA  in  English  and 
American  language  from  Harvard  University. 

What  is  your  favorite  thing  about  BLS? 

My  favorite  thing  would  have  to  be  the  demonstrated  diligence 
and  dedication  of  the  students,  the  congeniality  of  the  faculty, 
and  the  professional  manner  in  which  the  administration  deals 
with  the  education  of  students  of  BLS. 


Mr.  Harris 

What  subjects  do  you  teach? 

I  teach  eighth  grade  art,  both  regular 
and  Connections.  It  is  a  general 
overview  of  art  and  is  generally 
pretty  basic. 

What  college  did  you  attend? 

1  attended  Massachusetts  College  of 
Art.  I  majored  in  sculpture. 


Why  did  you  decide  to  become  a 

teacher? 

I  wanted  to  be  able  to  make  art  class  a  place  where  different 
people  can  show  their  own  skill  and  individuality  and  be 
creative. 

What  do  you  like  best  about  Boston  Latin? 

It’s  still  a  little  early  to  tell,  but  I  like  the  sense  of  community 
and  the  camaraderie  among  the  students.  Everyone  also  seems 
very  respectful. 

Where  else  did  you  work? 

I  have  worked  as  a  private  artist  and  always  taught  on  the 
side.  I  have  taught  for  five  years  at  various  places.  I  taught  at 
the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  after  school  program,  the  Arlington 
Center  for  the  Arts,  and  at  the  Massachusetts  College  of  Art 
Saturday  studio  center. 


Mr.  Chavero 

What  subjects  are  you  teaching  this  year? 
I’m  teaching  Latin  8,  9B,  and  2B.. 

Wit  ere  did  you  gow  up? 

Dallas,  Texas  is  the  city  of  my  birth.  I 
lived  there  for  22  years,  whereupon  I 
moved  to  Austin,  Texas  so  that  I  could 
attend  the  University  ofTexas. 

What  were  your previous  jobs? 
Previously,  I  was  the  Latin  teacher  at  two 
schools  in  New  Hampshire.  The  first  was  Interlakes  High  School  in 
Meredith  and  the  second  was  Newfound  Regional  High  School  in 
Bristol. 

What  do  you  like  about  BLS  so  far? 

Unlike  last  year,  when  I  was  the  only  Latin  teacher  in  the  Foreign 
Language  Department,  here  there  is  an  actual  Classics  Department. 

What  colleges  did  you  attend? 

I  graduated  from  the  University  ofTexas  i  n  Austin .  My  major  was  in 
the  classics,  with  a  minor  in  Mathematics.  When  I  finally  left  the 
university,  I  had  also  earned  enough  hours  for  a  Latin  major.  I  only 
have  a  puny  BA  at  this  time. 

What  is  your favorite  quote? 

“Were  not  retreating,  we’re  advancing  backwards.”  —  General 
Douglas  MacArthur 
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Project  Book-net: 
Sharing  the  Wealth 

Bv  Minh  Nguyen,  II 

Assistant  Business  Manager 

In  December  of  2000,  Minh  Nguyen  (II)  founded 
a  program  called  Project  Book-net.  The  mission  of  the 
program  is  to  give  donated  books  to  needy  academic  programs 
around  the  City  of  Boston  and  the  state  of  Massachusetts. 
Staffed  by  30  dedicated  members,  in  its  first  year  of  operation, 
the  program  gave  1592  books  to  10  programs  around  the 
city.  Among  last  year’s  book  recipients  were  the  O’Brien 
School,  the  Ella  Baker  House,  the  Col.  Daniel  Marr  Boys 
and  Girls  Club,  and  the  Dorchester  Baptist  Temple. 

The  school  year  of  2001-2002  is  an  exciting  one 
for  Project  Book-net  in  that  the  program  will  be  shipping 
approximately  1,000  works  of  literature  and  reference  books 
overseas  to  the  West  African  country  of  Ghana.  There,  in  the 
town  of  Kumsia,  the  800  students  at  the  Rockanje  Presbyterian 
Experimental  School  will  put  the  books  to  good  use. 

Project  Book-net  is  seeking  book  donations  and 
financial  support  for  the  shipping  of  the  books  overseas  as 
well  as  partnerships  on  a  daily  basis,  even  in  the  summer.  The 
program  strongly  urges  everyone  within  or  outside  the  Latin 
School  Community  to  join  in  its  mission.  They  are  also 
hoping  to  donate  more  books  this  year  to  programs  in  Boston 
as  well  as  to  continue  their  mission  of  promoting  literacy  in 
poverty-stricken  countries  such  as  Ghana.  All  academic  works 
of  literature  are  accepted  with  the  exceptions  of  newspapers 
and  magazines.  Books  or  novels  in  series  as  well  as  textbooks 
of  major  subjects  are  much  needed.  The  program  now  has  a 
partnership  with  the  Rockanje  Presbyterian  Experimental 
School  and  is  planning  to  give  aid  to  the  school  by  sending 
book  donations,  especially  textbooks,  every  four  months. 

If  you  or  anyone  you  know  have  books  lying  around 
the  house  and  are  thinking  of  donating  them,  please  refer 
them  to  the  mission  of  Project  Book-net.  Furthermore,  if 
you  or  an  acquaintance  are  seeking  donated  books  either  for 
themselves  or  an  academic  program,  please  visit  http:// 
www.projectbooknet.org  to  find  out  more  information.  If  you 
would  like  to  help  the  program  by  giving  much  needed  books 
to  the  wonderful  students  in  Ghana,  please  e-mail  Minh  ASAP 
in  order  to  make  this  month’s  shipment.  There  is  currently  a 
book  drive  at  Boston  Latin  School,  and  all  students  are  urged 
to  drop  donated  books  into  the  box  in  room  202.  The  book 
drive  runs  until  December  10. 

For  donations,  inquiries,  comments  and  requests  for 
books,  write  to  Minh  Nguyen  at 
president@projectbooknet.  inbox,  as. 

Feminist  Collective 


By  Amanda  Martin,  I 

Staff  Writer 

What  do  the  cheerleading  squad,  domestic  violence 
and  good  flicks  have  in  common?  All  involve  women  as  our 
society  perceives  them.  This  year,  two  seniors  have  started  a 
Feminist  Collective  for  students  to  gather  together  and  talk 
about  gender-related  issues  and  help  empower  women  and 
men  to  cross  the  stereotypical  gender  lines  which  are  very 
much  alive  at  Boston  Latin. 

What  will  the  Collective  be  doing?  Every  week 
(almost)  on  Tuesdays,  members  will  meet  in  018  to  do  what 
interests  them;  watching  movies,  venting  about  their  weeks, 
planning  to  go  to  rallies,  creating  displays  for  the  bulletin 
boards  at  school,  learning  self-defense,  writing,  sharing  music, 
eating  food,  volunteering  at  women’s  shelters,  hearing  speakers 
and  thinking  of  a  good  nickname  for  the  Collective  (FemColl? 
slightly  costly-sounding  to  this  writer’s  ears)  are  all  viable 
options. 

The  first  meeting  proved  that  there  was  sufficient 
interest  in  the  school  community.  Over  thirty  interested 
people  came  bv.  including  a  sprinkling  of  brave  males.  For 
those  who  feel  that  feminism  is  of  an  era  past,  gender 
inequality  and  double  standards  are  underneath  our  noses  at 
Latin  School. 

Why  don’t  girls  want  to  play  football?  Why  can 
girls  make  jokes  about  men,  but  boys  can’t  make  jokes  about 
women?  For  those  who  have  more  broad  concerns,  the 
Collective  also  plans  to  address  women’s  rights  on  each 
continent,  especially  places  where  religion  and  tradition  run 
contrary  to  gender  equality.  The  Collective  aims  to  empower 
teenagers  to  change  the  way  they  think  about  men  and 
women,  in  the  belief  that  young  people  can  change  their 
communities. 

Anyone  who  is  interested  can  drop  by  Room  018 
afterschool  on  Tuesdays,  or  speak  with  Carrie  Pierce.  1 21 ,  or 
Amanda  Martin,  120. 
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Minister  of  Funk  Toro 

By  Korianna  Lewis,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Some  of  you  seniors  may  have  been  wondering,  on 
the  day  of  election  speeches,  why  that  kid  stood  up  and  asked 
to  be  voted  our  “Minister  of  Funk.”  Who  is  he,  and  what  is 
a  Minister  of  Funk,  anyway? 

Greg  Toro  is  just  about  the  funkiest  bass  player  this 
school  has  ever  had.  He  has  an  amazing  talent  in  playing 
music  that  puts  a  chill  down  your  spine  and  a  beat  in  your 
feet.  Upon  first  meeting  him,  you’ll  probably  think  he’s  one 
of  the  nicest  people  you’ve  ever  encountered.  But  once  you 
get  to  know  him,  you  will  also  discover  the  fire  within  him 
that  burns  with  a  sultry  passion  for  soulful  music. 

Jazz  is  his  specialty,  but  he  knows  just  about 
anything  you’d  ever  want  to  know  about  music  in  general. 


In  Music  AP  class  he  serves  as  a  back-up  student  teacher 
for  everyone.  If  anyone  needs  help,  Greg  Toro  is  the  guy 
he  runs  to.  Besides  being  a  talented  bass  player,  Greg  is 
also  in  a  steel  band,  which  he  says  is  “disbanded  at  the 

One  nation  under  a 

GROOVE,  GETTIN ’  DOWN 
JUST  FOR  THE  EUNK  OE  IT. 

moment,  but  I  want  to  get  together  for  a  reunion  concert.” 
But  wait!  There’s  still  so  much  more  to  the  Greg  Toro 
puzzle.  Music  isn’t  the  only  thing  Greg  knows;  he’s  also  a 
very  modest,  but  shining,  intellectual.  Ask  him  what  his 
SAT  score  was  (Sorry,  Greg!).  You’d  be  surprised  how  much 
he  knows. 

After  all  this,  we  haven’t  gotten  down  to  the  real 
reason  of  why  Greg  Toro  wants  to  be  our  Minister  of  Funk. 
In  light  of  all  that  has  happened,  including  the  loss  of  BLS 
community  members  and  the  current  war,  he  wants  to 
ease  some  of  the  tension  that  exists  in  Boston  Latin  School, 
and  what  better  way  than  through  music?  Greg  thinks  we 
would  all  be  better  off  with  a  little  dip  in  our  hip,  glide  in 
our  stride,  and  funk  in  our  trunk.  I  think  he’s  right,  but  as 
for  some  of  the  administration  . . .  Well,  let’s  just  say  they 
don’t  approve  of  Greg’s  main  platform  —  namely,  “Let’s 
make  this  a  hugging  school.” 

All  Greg  wants  to  do  is  provide  a  more  relaxed 
atmosphere  for  all  the  stressed-out  members  of  BLS  by 
using  the  power  of  funk  as  a  remedy.  With  Greg  Toro  as 
our  Minister  of  Funk,  we  can  be  “one  nation  under  a 
groove,  gettin’  down  just  for  the  funk  of  it.” 


The  John  William  Ward  Society 


By  Marcus  Hughes,  I  &  Cathleen  Sullivan,  I 

Contributing  Writers 

There  were  sixteen  of  us,  juniors  and  seniors,  who 
took  internship  positions  around  Boston  to  learn  how 
government  works  and  how  it  serves  the  public.  We  worked 
full  days  in  our  offices  and  met  at  least  once  a  week  to  attend 
meetings  with  public  officials  and  to  tour  the  buildings  where 
people  serve  the  commonwealth.  We  were  the  2002  John 
William  Ward  Public  Service  Fellows. 

The  fellowship  was  created  in  memory  of  John 
William  Ward,  a  beloved  BLS  alumnus.  After  serving  as 
president  of  Amherst  College,  he  was  chairman  of  the  Ward 
Commission  which  strove  to  tackle  corruption  and  restore 
dignity  to  Massachusetts  government  in  the 
70s  and  80s.  A  friend  of  the  late  Mr.  Ward, 

Federal  Judge  Mark  L.  Wolf,  designed  a 
fellowship  in  his  name  to  give  Boston  Latin 
students  an  opportunity  to  experience  a 
career  in  public  service  for  a  summer  and  to 
encourage  these  students  to  take  an  interest 
in  these  jobs  later  in  life. 

The  Ward  fellows  met  with  a  Latin 


...  SERVICE 
OPPORTUNITIES  FOR 
STUDENTS  AT  BOSTON 

Latin 


Lynch,  and  they  debated  our  individual  questions'on  issues 
dealing  with  the  youth  of  the  Ninth  District. 

As  a  continuation  of  the  summer,  three  of  this  year’s 
Ward  Fellows  have  founded  the  John  William  Ward  Society, 
which  will  focus  on  serving  the  community  and  learning  about 
the  government  of  Massachusetts.  The  purpose  of  the 
Fellowship  and  the  memory  of  John  Ward’s  life  is  so 
inspirational  that  recent  2001  Fellows  find  it  imperative  to 
continue  its  ideals  and  teachings  into  the  school  year.  The 
program  influences  its  Fellows  to  be  aware  and  to  attach 
themselves  to  the  fabric  of  public  service.  The  premise  of  the 
summer  was  greatly  enhanced  by  our  special  meetings  with 
highly  influential,  visible  government  officials  of  the 
Commonwealth.  Furthermore,  the  Fellowship  cites  the 
■  .  importance  of  building  up  one’s  own 

community  for  the  common  good,  and 
implores  us  to  understand  that  every 
citizen  can  make  a  positive  difference  on 
this  Earth. 

Throughout  the  school  year  the 
Society  anticipates  to  focus  on  community 
service  opportunities  for  students  at 
Boston  Latin.  There  will  be  extensive 


graduate,  the  Honorable  Speaker  of  the  House  Thomas 
Finneran  in  our  first  meeting  as  a  group.  The  Speaker  sat 
down  with  us  and  led  an  extremely  lively  discussion  on  what 
was  happening  in  Massachusetts  politics.  Later  that  day,  the 
Ward  Fellows  were  invited  to  a  press  conference,  in  which  the 
Speaker  unveiled  his  new  plan  for  the  redistricting  of 
Massachusetts.  This  meeting  was  the  beginning  of  an  exciting 
summer  because  it  dragged  us  into  the  pulse  of  Massachusetts 
politics. 

From  then  on,  the  Ward  Fellows  were  able  to  follow 
the  trail  of  the  Clean  Elections  Law  and  discuss  its  progress 
with  such  officials  as  Senate  President  Thomas  F.  Birmingham 
and  State  Treasurer  Shannon  P.  O’Brien  (both  of  whom  are 
planning  to  run  in  the  gubernatorial  race  next  year).  The 
Fellows  also  met  with  Attorney  General  Thomas  Reilly,  District 
Attorney  Ralph  Martin,  former  Massport  Executive  Director 
Virginia  Buckingham,  EOEA  head  lauren  Liss,  and  colleagues 
of  Mr.  Ward. 

For  the  final  event  of  the  summer,  the  Ward  Fellows 
organized  a  debate  for  the  Ninth  Congressional  District 
candidates  on  September  4th,  2001  at  rhe  Copley  Library.  All 
candidates  were  present,  with  the  exception  of  Senator  Stephen 


opportunities  called  “Avenues"  for  students  to  take  advantage 
and  fulfill  their  community  service  required  hours.  To  enhance 
the  involvement  of  students,  the  Ward  Society  anticipates  that 
workers  from  service  organizations  will  be  able  to  recruit 
students  during  informational  workshops  after  school.  In 
addition  to  the  community  service  Avenues,  the  Society  will 
also  establish  a  series  of  public  good  initiatives,  such  as  a 
Canned  Food  Drive  for  I  hanksgiving,  a  Gift  Drive  during 
Christmas,  a  clothes  drive,  a  Blood  Drive,  and  a  Voter 
Registration.  The  donations  for  the  Gift  Drive  will  be  delivered 
to  homeless  children  in  shelters  throughout  Greater  Boston, 
and  will  also  be  available  BLS  alumni  to  donate  money  or 
gifts.  The  Blood  Drive  will  be  conducted  in  conjunction  with 
a  Boston  area  hospital,  probably  in  the  BLS  vicinity. 

In  addition,  the  Ward  Society  hopes  to  have  local 
government  officials,  like  Finneran  or  Councilor  Murphy  to 
hold  discussion  after  school  or  during  a  projected  evening 
time.  7  he  presence  of  these  noble  citizens  as  guests  can  inspire 
young  people  to  become  motivated  about  public  service.  It  is 
intended  that  they  would  demolish  some  of  the  myths 
concerning  the  imaginary  wall  that  divides  the  ordinary 
American  from  the  political  elite. 
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President  Duffy  Vice  President  Metallidis 


By  Brendan  Malone,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

If  you  walk  by  a  classroom  and  hear  everyone 
laughing,  including  the  teacher,  you  have  just  witnessed 
the  aftermath  of  what  happens  when  James  Duffy  speaks. 
Ever  since  the  seventh  grade,  Duff,  as  he  has  come  to  be 
called,  has  been  making  people  laugh.  Sometimes  he’ll 
say  things  that  aren’t  even  meant  to  be  humorous  and 
everyone  will  laugh.  What  is  it  about  James  Duffy  that 
makes  him  so  interesting? 

Maybe  it’s  his  classic  hair.  That  tuft  of  blond 
which  has  taken  on  new  character  each  and  every  day  for 
six  years  continually  dazzles  audiences  because  of  its 
exciting  transitions.  At  one  time  Duff  decided  to  shave 
his  head  much  to  the  dismay  of  many  of  his  hair’s  fans.  The  following  year  Duff  changed 
his  hair  color  to  platinum  blonde  for  the  month  in  which  he  attended  the  semi  and  both 
proms,  much  to  the  dismay  of  his  dates.  One  day  Duffy  will  join  such  comic  geniuses  as 
Alfalfa  and  Buckwheat  but  for  now  he  focuses  on  being  a  senior  at  Boston  Latin. 

Perhaps  it  is  his  home  town.  Duff  hails  from  a  little  known  area  of  the  city  often 
referred  to  as  South  Boston.  He  volunteers  for  many  local  organizations,  such  as  his 
church,  and  is  a  proud  member  of  his  community.  Duff  is  also  a  proud  member  of  the 
Latin  school  community  and  is  a  member  of  the  Varsity  track  team,  the  Varsity  hockey 
team,  a  library  aid,  the  organizer  of  the  Senior  Praefect  Program,  and  President  of  the 
Irish  Historical  Society,  to  name  a  few  activities.  Of  course  the  most  important  of  Duff’s 
extracurriculars  is  being  senior  class  President. 

So  what  exactly  makes  him  a  leader?  Duff  is  the  captain  of  the  hockey  team 
which  made  it  as  far  as  the  state  championship  last  year  and  has  also  assumed  the  daunting 
task  of  organizing  and  taking  charge  of  the  Senior  Praefect  Program.  He  has  excelled  in 
his  academics  and  achieved  success  in  all  oi  his  extracurricular  activities.  He  even  attended 
a  one-week  leadership  camp,  Boy’s  State,  at  Stonehill  College  last  June.  This  leadership 
camp  included  government  classes,  public  speech  workshops,  and  mock  elections  for 
government  officials.  It  was  in  these  elections  that  Duff  was  able  to  utilize  his  ability  to 
captivate  audiences  and  become  a  semi-finalist  for  governor.  The  entire  Boy’s  State 
community  still  cannot  seem  to  explain  how  he  lost  to  that  other  kid. 

James  Duffy  is  now  President  of  the  Class  of  2002.  Who  better  to  represent  the 
most  well  rounded  and  most  able  class  ever  to  grace  the  halls  of  Boston  Latin  School? 
It  was  his  hard  work,  humor,  and  leadership  skills  that  propelled  him  to  this  position, 
and  these  skills  will  surely  aid  him  in  the  future.  Having  witnessed  his  speeches  at  both 
Boy’s  State  and  in  school,  I  can  say  with  absolute  certainty  that  James  Duffy  is  the  man 
whom  we  should  be  happy  to  have  as  the  President  of  the  Class  of  2002  for  this  and  all 
years  to  come. 


By  Jacques  Ledbetter,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

“Ah,  every  inch  a  Greek." 

For  those  of  you  who  thought  I  was  actually  enthusiastic 
at  the  speech  assembly  about  Michelle  Metallidis  getting  elected 
Vice  President,  me  with  the  green  “M  ’s  painted  on  my  face 
screaming  out  my  lungs  for  her  campaign  as  she  walked  across 
the  stage,  well,  here’s  a  behind-the-scenes  look  at  this  amazing 
young  woman  who  held  me  up  for  that  daring  ploy. 

This  native  of  the  Allston-Brighton  area  has  had,  to  say 
the  least,  a  diverse  experience  during  her  time  here  at  Boston 
Latin  School.  When  I  first  met  her  in  tenth  grade,  Michelle 
seemed  an  enigma,  and  for  good  reason.  I  was  soon  to  learn  that 
it  is  her  intensity  and  passion  for  everything  she  does  that  truly 
reflects  uponher  motivated  and  creative  spirit. 

Michelle  is  involved  in  a  vast  array  of  activities.  She  is  President  of  both  the  Student 
Council  and  the  Greek  Cultural  Society,  as  well  as  a  head  percussionist  in  the  Senior  Band. 
“Yeah,  I  do  that  VP  thing  too,”  —  she  is,  of  course,  at  least  trying  to  be  modest,  but  her  manner 
is  sincere.  She  is  always  hard  at  work  with  her  fellow  peers,  not  only  in  the  upper  classes,  but 
also  the  lower  classes,  in  hopes  that  she  will  someday  leave  her  school  better  than  the  way  she 
found  it. 

Way  back  then.  Michelle  reminisces  of  being  a  dedicated  goalie  for  the  girls'  hockey 
team  while  they  were  in  their  prime,  winning  tournaments  left  and  right,  being  a  volunteer  in 
the  Saturday  Success  School  program,  and  donating  her  time  to  her  church.  Michelle  has 
forever  had  that  extreme  sense  of  duty  and  cause  for  her  different  communities. 

Although  she  enjoys  all  these  activities  very  much,  her  real  passions  are  writing  and 
art.  I  can  remember  being  in  English  class  with  her  a  while  back,  and  not  only  looking  forward 
to  “playing”  the  “BarrymAn”  (sorry,  Mr.  Barry,  I  had  to),  but  reading  her  essays  chock  full  of 
colorful  propaganda  and  heresy.  Despite  that,  I  do  envy  her  natural  talent  to  write  such  flowing 
and  elegant  pieces  of  both  poetry  and  prose.  Speaking  of  flow,  her  art  sort  of  jumps  out  at  you 
to  mysteriously  say,  “Hey  you.”  With  a  creative  style  like  no  other,  she  strives  to  capture  the 
beautiful  things  in  her  world.  Being  a  member  of  the  Boston  Youth  Fund’s  Mural  Crew  for  the 
past  few  years  has  certainly  given  her  the  chance  to  improve  her  skill  and  perfect  her  methods 
of  conveying  her  themes  through  her  artwork.  “The  more  you  practice,  the  straighter  your 
lines  are  going  to  be,  the  more  curved  your  circles  are  going  to  be.  Y’see,  it’s  all  shapes  and 
Ledbetter,”  she  comments  mockingly  on  my  behalf. .  .and  it  never  ends. 

So,  as  Michelle  pulls  up  the  road  in  a  luscious,  luxurious  cherry  red  89  Mazda,  with 
“Ziggy”  hanging  from  the  rear-view  mirror,  and  smiling  without  shame,  I  always  wonder  where 
we’ll  end  up  when  her  Greekness  gets  us  lost,  even  though  we’re  headed  on  our  way  home.  All 
I  know  is  that  I’m  glad  that  I  have  someone  to  put  me  up  to  such  political  stratagems  in 
assembly  halls  full  of  people;  otherwise,  Boston  Latin  just  wouldn’t  be  worth  it. 


Secretary  Louis 

By  Chiamaka  Ojimba,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

When  I  think  of  Valerie  Louis,  I  think  of  a  Nubian 
princess  with  class,  dignity,  and  big  braces.  (Just  kidding.) 
No  but  really,  when  I  think  of  my  girl  Val,  I  see  an  oxymoron. 
She  once  told  me  that  ohe  sees  herself  as  being  overwhelmed 
with  stress,  yet  at  the  same  time  “mad  chill.  This  statement 
suits  her  quite  well  since  she  is  always  trying  to  balance 
academics  and  other  activities,  yet  always  manages  to  give  you 
a  “what  up”  or  a  smile  in  the  hallway.  Having  known  Valerie 
since  seventh  grade,  I  can  honestly  say  that  she  is  a  very  caring 
and  hardworking  individual. 

This  proud  seventeen-year-old  Haitian-  American 
was  born  in  Queens,  NY  on  June  6,  1984,  and  then  moved  to  the  Beantown  a  year  later. 
(Just  to  let  the  record  show,  she  is  currently  representing  HP  to  the  fullest,  that’s  Hyde  Park 
for  those  of  you  who  don’t  know.)  Since  day  one  she  has  always  been  eager  to  learn  and  to 


give  others  a  helping  hand.  Whenever  she  sees  a  friend  having  trouble  in  school,  she  is  the 
first  to  offer  assistance.  I  can  even  remember  when  she  bought  an  alarm  clock  for  a  friend 
because  she  was  frequently  late.  This  was  not  Valerie  trying  to  be  funny,  this  was  merely 
Valerie  trying  to  help  out  a  friend.  When  I  first  met  Valerie  in  Mr.  Iron’s  seventh  grade  gym 
class,  she  was  a  quiet,  nerdy  sixie.  Basically,  no  one  knew  she  existed.  When  I  look  at  Valerie 
now,  I  see  an  outspoken,  yet  still  nerdy  senior.  She  always  has  something  to  say  whether  it  be 
about  a  certain  security  guard’s  rantings  in  the  halls  or  what  movie  to  see  Saturday  night. 

Throughout  her  high  school  years,  she  has  developed  through  activities  ranging 
from  the  Afrikan  Kultural  Society  (AKS)  to  the  Health  Careers  Club.  During  school  hours, 
you  would  most  likely  find  her  volunteering  in  the  library  or  the  main  office.  Who  knew 
that  this  once  shy  girl  would  become  the  current  president  of  the  Pre-medical  Society,  and 
not  to  mention  our  new  Class  Secretary.  For  as  long  as  I  can  remember,  she  has  been  one  to 
strive  for  excellence.  Even  though  school  is  a  top  priority  for  Val,  she  always  finds  time  to 
have  a  little  fun.  She  might  be  at  the  annual  Caribbean  festival  or  maybe  getting  down  at 
some  party.  Whatever  the  case  may  be,  take  my  word  for  it,  this  girl  knows  how  to  have  a 
good  time. 

Valerie  wants  to  leave  her  mark  at  Boston  Latin  “as  a  great  secretary,  but  also  as  a 
caring,  loyal,  and  dependable  friend.”  Faculty  and  student  body,  trust  me,  for  Valerie  Louis, 
this  will  not  be  a  difficult  mark  for  her  to  leave. 


Treasurer  Jalbert 


By  Jr i  TANNA  BRODY-FlALKIN,  I  &  SARAH  LARSON,  I 

Contributing  Writers 


“  Verbum  a  tua  matre ,”  says  Kate,  walking  up  to 
her  locker.  Yes,  she  not  only  manages  money,  she  can  also 
speak  for  Latin.  If  there  is  one  thing  we’ve  learned  through 
our  years  at  Latin,  it’s  that  there  is  no  one  like  Kate  Jalbert. 
In  school,  many  people  know  her  as  that  quiet  girl  in  the 
back  of  the  classroom  doing  her  work.  Yet  many  know  her 
as  the  girl  who  always  says  whar  is  on  her  mind,  no  matter 
how  outrageous  it  may  be. 

Her. close  friends  describe  her  as  a  combination  of 
an  eighty-year  old  woman  and  a  twelve-year  old  boy.  On 
one  hand,  Kate  is  overly  compulsive  when  it  comes  to 
schoolwork,  goes  to  bed  at  nine,  and  parties  less  than  any 
teenager  we  know.  Yet  she  is  also  the  one  who  will  start  and  win  a  burping  contest  with 
your  little  brother,  who  busts  out  moves  to  Bootylicious  without  a  hint  of  shame,  and  who 
happily  spends  Saturday  nights  watching  Dude  Where’s  My  Car.  Kate  is  both  quirky  and 
high  strung — if  Phoebe  and  Monica  from  Friends  had  a  child,  she  would  be  Kate. 

Kate  has  been  recognized  as  a  Hidden  Hero  in  her  neighborhood  because  of  her 
work  as  a  leader  at  the  Dorchester  YMCA.  There,  as  a  lifeguard,  she  teaches  swimming  to 
children.  In  school,  Kate  has  participated  in  S.E.A.L.  and  Amnesty  International.  In  her 


junior  year,  she  fell  in  love  with  writing  while  taking  Ms.  O’Malley’s  AP  Writing  Class.  She 
continued  working  with  Ms.  O’Malley  over  the  summer,  mentoring  students  at  the  Writer’s 
Workshop. 

Kate’s  talents  extend  beyond  her  writing  passion.  She  is  a  self-taught  guitarist  and 
is  taking  a  songwriting  class  at  Suskind  Young  at  Arts.  She  enjoys  all  types  of  music:  if  asked 
what  CD  she  has  in  her  boombox  right  now,  she  would  answer  Ja  Rule.  She  owns  over  1 00 
CDs,  exploring  all  genres  from  the  Beatles  to  Moby  to  Britney  Spears,  whose  upcoming 
concert  she  will  be  attending.  Over  the  summer,  Kate  developed  a  love  for  Britney  while 
learning  the  dances  to  all  of  her  hits.  She  also  spent  much  of  her  free  time  making  up  her 
own  dances  to  the  music  of  Britney  and  other  pop  stars. 

OK,  fun  facts  about  Kate.  1 .  When  asked  what  ice  cream  flavor  best  represents  her, 
she  replied  Ben  and  Jerry’s  Kaberry  Kaboom.  “You  look  at  Kaberry  Kaboom  and  you’re  like, 
‘Eww,  it  looks  like  throw  up,  like  a  mixture  of  twizzlers  and  blue  raspberry  mixed  together.' 
But  then  you  bite  into  it  and  you’re  like,  wow,  I’m  so  glad  I  chose  this  instead  of  just  vanilla. 
I  mean  I  like  vanilla  but  this  is  just  so  exciting.”  2.  Her  favorite  song  is  Tangerine  by  Led 
Zeppelin  because  it’s  so  simple  and  the  slide  guitar  is  mesmerizing.  3.  Her  favorite  movie  is 
Almost  Famous — “It’s  incendiary.” 

On  a  more  serious  note,  Kate  is  excited  to  be  the  Treasurer  of  the  Class  of  2002. 1  he 
whole  experience,  from  campaigning  to  making  her  speech  to  her  first  meeting  with  the 
Class  Committee,  feels  both  enlightening  and  electric  to  her.  She  never  expected  to  be 
elected,  and  having  the  honor  of  serving  as  Treasurer  of  her  senior  class  has  left  her  elated. 
After  passing  the  first  few  hours  in  shock,  and  hearing  the  bewilderment  of  some  classmates 
who  still  did  not  know  who  she  was,  Kate  was  determined  to  begin  her  work  in  rescuing  the 
class  from  financial  ruin. 
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BLS  Responds 


For  this  issue,  we  invited  BLS  students  to 
submit  writing  and  artwork  expressing  their  feelings 
on  the  tragedy  of  September  1 1  and  its  aftermath.  As 
seniors,  we  have  witnessed  incredible  discussions  about 
world  events  developing  in  classrooms,  in  the  cafeteria, 
and  in  the  hallways  of  this  school.  The  events  have 
changed  our  lives  and  our  level  of  awareness  about 
the  world;  our  generation  will  be  dealing  with  the 
consequences  of  our  country’s  actions  in  the  years  to 
come.  The  Argo  is  a  place  where  young  people  can 
have  their  ideas  published.  We  are  committed  to 
keeping  alive  discussion  among  all  students  and  all 
members  of  the  school  community. 

Most  of the  pieces  represented  here  are  from 
the  senior  class  and  the  Facing  History  classes  in 
particular,  from  which  we  received  the  most 
submissions.  If  you  have  a  different  viewpoint  to  share, 
please  consider  submitting  your  writing  to  the  Argo 
this  year. 

—  Megan  Fountain,  Qi  Feng,  & Jie  Song 


—  Julie  Ng,  II 


Remember 


We  say  about  September  1 1 ,  “We  will  never  forget.” 
Just  like  we  will  never  forget  the  Holocaust,  or  slavery,  or  the 
hundreds  of  other  injustices  we  have  done  to  our  fellow 
humans.  We  say  that  we  will  always  remember.  But  what  do 
we  mean  by  “remember?”  Certainly,  September  1 1  will  mean 
more  to  us  than  any  other  ordinary  Tuesday.  But  how  much 
more?  It  is  safe  to  say  that  this  coming  Fourth  of  July  will  be 
a  very  patriotic  event,  and  that  people  will  take  time  to 
remember  those  who  died,  and  those  who  sacrificed  themselves 
for  others.  September  1 1 , 2002  will  be  a  time  of  remembrance 
as  well.  But  what  will  happen  in  between  these  events?  What 
will  happen  after  them?  We  will  say  “September  11  —  I 
remember  that  day.”  It  is  impossible  to  forget  such  a  tragedy; 
the  images  are  seared  into  our  minds.  Yet,  in  ten  years,  what 
effect  will  it  have  had  on  our  lives?  Will  September  1 1  fade 
away,  until  it  is  nothing  more  than  distant  memories  and  a 
page  in  a  history  book? 

We  must  not  let  this  happen.  We  must  remember 
what  has  happened.  But  how  do  we  remember?  Every  day, 
take  a  minute  to  remember  man’s  inhumanity  to  himself. 
Remember  not  only  September  1 1 ,  but  also  the  hundreds  of 
other  horrible  acts  which  we  have  done  to  each  other.  But 
lest  that  become  depressing  and  wear  you  down,  remember 
other  things  as  well. 

Remember  the  people  who  sacrificed  their  time,  their 
sweat,  or  even  their  lives  to  save  others.  Remember  the  people 
who  have  fought  against  injustices  and  have  stood  up  for  what 
they  believe  in. 

Remember  the  people  who  fight  for  causes  in  which 
they  believe,,  lest  the  rest  of  us  forget.  Remember  that  we  are 
all  inherently  good  inside,  and  that  you  have  to  be  taught  to 
“know"  that  you  are  better  than  someone  else. 

Remember  that  one  person  can  make  a  difference, 
il  that  person  believes  in  himself  and  what  he  fights  for. 

Remember  that,  and  then  go  out  and  live  your  life 
as  proof  that  you  remember,  and  that  you  believe;  because 
action,  continuing  what  others  have  started,  is  the  true 
meaning  of  remembrance. 

Remember. 


—  Nathan  Gerratt,  I 


Fragment  of  Eternity 

An  act  of  violence  and  terrorism  stunned  the  world 
of  freedom,  but  freedom,  though  shaken,  remains  standing. 
Freedom  remains  standing  amid  the  ruins  of  an  incomplete 
Manhattan  skyline. 

In  a  matter  of  minutes,  the  Twin  Towers  of  the  World 
Trade  Center  are  no  longer  among  the  tallest  in  the  world.  As 
the  dust  of  metal,  ashes,  and  dying  victims  lifts,  the  shape  of 
a  statue  can  be  vaguely  discerned.  Still  it  rises  -  an 
unquenchable  force  which  stands  alone  through  the  chaos, 
the  grief,  the  unspeakable  crime.  The  Statue  of  Liberty  mourns 
for  her  fellow  edifices  that  once  stood  proudly  to  share  the 
spirit  of  freedom.  There  is  destruction  all  around,  but  nothing 
will  shake  the  inner  faith  and  the  resolve  of  a  free  people. 

The  tragedy  has  brought  us  one  step  farther  from 
securin'  and  one  step  closer  to  reality,  and  reminded  us  how 
small  our  world  is  until  we  are  struck.  The  shock  of  it  all 
infused  a  sense  of  eternity  and  sheer  disbelief  into  us.  In  a 
world  with  no  wars,  no  tears,  and  no  hostility,  we  can  perhaps 
live  our  lives  in  the  peace  that  can  only  be  a  dream  now.  It  is 
time  to  take  a  deep  breath  and  hold  on  to  whatever  remains 
of  this  dream.  We  have  to  put  our  faith  in  God  and  our  trust 
in  Time,  and  until  we  do.  the  eternity  we  live  grows  longer  by 
the  minute. 

And  for  that  eternity,  her  torch  will  shine  through 
the  darkness  into  the  heart  of  every  American. 

—  Yiting  Jin,  II 


Jihad 

The  prospect  of  mass  violence  in  the  name  of  God 
defies  the  basic  principles  of  every  major  religion.  Any  holy 
book  is  long  and  complicated  enough  so  that  if  it  read  as  if  it 
were  a  legal  document,  it  can  be  interpreted  to  mean  that 
holy  wars  are  justified,  but  the  books  were  written  as  books  of 
philosophy,  and  mass  destruction  is  against  the  basic 
philosophy  of  everyone. 

Because  of  the  recent  events,  the  media  has  brought 
up  again  and  again  the  fact  that  the  terrorists  who  destroyed 
the  World  Trade  Center  were  perverting  the  words  of  Allah  to 
perform  unjust  declaration  of  war,  but  we  shouldn’t  forget 
that  Christians  have  done  the  same  thing  long  before  Osama 
bin  Laden  even  existed  The  Crusades  were  a  long  and 
devastating  series  of  attacks  and  raids  on  the  Ottoman  Empire 
in  the  name  of  Christ.  Both  Judaism  and  Christianity  sum  up 
their  policy  on  war  in  the  Fifth  Commandment:  “Thou  shalt 
not  kill.”  The  problem  is  that  in  the  actual  Bible  the 
commandment  is  quite  a  bit  longer  than  that,  and  goes  on  to 
describe  certain  situations  in  which  killing  is  appropriate.  The 
dense  passage  is  of  course  open  to  interpretation,  and  those 
who  participated  in  the  Crusades  were  of  the  mind  that  their 
acts  were  a  pious  cleansing  of  the  infidels  who  polluted  their 
earth.  In  all  the  plundering,  pillaging,  and  murder,  the  original 
intention  of  the  Commandment,  to  expressly  prohibit  the 
loss  of  an  innocent  life,  is  lost  entirely. 

Even  after  this  misinterpretation,  Christians  should 
know  that  a  holy  war  is  an  oxymoron.  Jesus  tells  his  apostles 
that  if  someone  slaps  them  on  the  cheek,  they  are  to  offer  the 
other  cheek  to  their  attacker.  Instead  of  rallying  his  crowd  of 
followers  to  rise  up  against  unbelievers,  Jesus  offers  no 
resistance  as  he  is  beaten,  tortured,  and  finally  crucified. 
Christian  warmongers  would  no  doubt  point  out  the  passage 
in  which  Jesus  proclaims  that  if  anyone  thought  he  was  coming 
to  bring  peace  they  were  sorely  mistaken,  but  the  division  of 
households  Jesus  describes  consists  of  arguments  over  religious 
beliefs,  not  war.  A  holy  war  goes  against  all  of  the  peaceful 
teachings  of  Christianity;  were  Jesus  around  during  the 
Crusades  he  would  no  doubt  have  repeated  his  command  to 
Simon  Peter:  “Put  away  your  sword.” 

Acts  of  holy  war  are  not  representative  of 
Mohammed’s  teachings  either;  despite  what  many  Christian 
extremists  think,  Islam  is  far  from  being  a  barbaric  faith. 
Mohammed  specifically  condemns  so-called  “Jihad”  that  has 
any  trait  the  recent  bombings  have.  Acts  of  violence  are  not 
Jihad  if  they  are  committed  against  women  and  children, 
unarmed  men,  or  buildings.  Jihad  calls  for  fighting  injustice, 
but  not  if  the  acts  of  resistance  are  more  unjust  than  what  one 
is  resisting  against.  The  USSR’s  encounter  with  “Jihad”  is 
often  called  “Russia’s  Vietnam,”  but  Jihad  is  really  more  like 
the  peace  rallies  held  against  the  war.  Besides,  six  thousand 
deaths  is  the  antithesis  of  Jihad’s  true  real  purpose,  inner 
improvement. 

It’s  not  hard  to  decide  when  the  term  “holy  war”  is 
appropriate,  because  it  never  is.  There  is  no  such  thing. 
Buddhism  and  Hinduism  also  have  writings  against  mass 
violence.  The  concept  of  a  war  in  the  name  of  Cod  only 
makes  the  concept  of  an  omnipotent  force  look  weak.  Why 
would  any  all-powerful  being  bring  about  the  human  race  if 
our  purpose  was  only  to  run  around  killing  each  other? 

—  Jack  Ferris,  I 


Changes 

On  Tuesday  afternoon,  I  heard  the  Air  Force  jets 
flying  air  cover  over  the  city.  Hearing  these  jets  brought  back 
some  painful  memories  for  me.  While  I  was  in  Israel,  I  spent 
some  time  at  a  kibbutz  not  far  from  the  Jordanian  border.  I 
spent  many  nights  unable  to  sleep  because  of  the  IDF  jets 
flying  overhead,  keeping  watch  in  the  night. 

The  jets  flying  over  Boston  sounded  very  similar  to 
those  in  Israel.  Although  they  are  not  officially  at  war,  tensions 
between  Israel  and  Jordan  are  very  high. 

This  is  what  has  happened  to  our  country. 

—  Nathan  Gerratt,  I 


A  New  Kind  of  War 

“War  hath  no  fury  like  a  noncombatant.”  —  C.E.  Montague 


I  feel  that  the  nature  of  war  has  changed.  You  might 
say,  where  have  you  been  for  the  last  couple  of  decades?  But 
seriously,  war  is  no  longer  two  armies  with  swords  in  hand, 
charging  at  each  other,  but  now  it  includes  civilian  life  so 
much  more.  I  know  that  villages  were  raided  in  the  old  days 
and  slaves  were  taken,  but  there  were  no  Hiroshimas  and  no 
September  1  lths  and  no  embassy  bombings. 

War  is  so  different  now.  It  scares  me.  It  is  no  longer 
fought  by  a  king  and  his  soldiers,  but  by  a  government  and 
its  people.  I  am  over  simplifying,  but  bear  with  me.  We 
don’t  like  Saddam,  so  we  bomb  Iraq.  Then  we  place  sanctions 
on  it.  But  does  Saddam  die?  No.  Instead, more  than  one 
million  Iraqis  have  died — 567,000  of  them  children — as  a 
direct  consequence  of  economic  sanction  (according  to  the 
UN  Food  and  Agricultural  Organization  report  in  December 
1995).  UNICEF  reports  that  45,000  children  under  the  age 
of  five  are  dying  each  month  from  hunger  and  disease.  On 
September  11,  the  hijackers  did  not  like  Washington,  but 
does  the  situation  in  the  Middle  East  change?  Does  America’s 
foreign  policy  change?  No!  Instead,  thousands  of  people  are 
dead,  and  thousands  more  have  lost  their  jobs,  and  thousands 
more  have  lost  someone  they  love.  We  don’t  like  bin  Laden, 
so  we  bomb  where  he  is  hiding  ...  Well,  I  guess  we  can  wait 
and  see  what  the  outcome  will  be. 

I  feel  as  thought  this  is  all  so  surreal.  If  I  don’t  feel 
like  seeing  footage  of  victims  of  a  misguided  bomb  in 
Afghanistan,  I  can  just  switch  the  channel.  I  do  not  know 
any  perfect  solution,  but  1  hope  we  do  not  become  a  nation 
without  a  conscience,  or  in  the  words  of  Madeline  Albright: 
“If  we  have  to  use  force,  it  is  because  we  are  America.  We  are 
the  indispensable  nation.  We  stand  tall.  We  see  further  into 
the  future.” 

—  Wajiha  Ahmed,  I 
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True  Courage 

As  I  was  walking  from  Copley  Square  to  Harvard  to 
protest  America’s  mobilization  toward  war,  I  talked  to  a  man 
in  his  fifties  who  is  a  preschool  teacher  in  Somerville.  He  told 
me  about  his  involvement  in  the  Vietnam  War  protests  and 
how  difficult  it  was,  coming  from  a  conservative  Irish  Catholic 
family  with  a  brother  in  the  Marines.  He  was  a  soft-spoken 
man,  and  he  bowed  his  head  slightly  with  a  look  of 
disappointment,  but  not  surprise,  when  a  man  who  disagreed 
with  our  viewpoint  ran  through  our  midst  screaming, 
“BULLSHIT!  BULLSHIT!  When  we  passed  another  man 
who  called  us  “un-American”  and  “cowards,”  the  man  I  was 
walking  with  laughed  bitterly  and  said,  “The  women  I  worked 
with  called  me  a  coward.  I’ve  been  called  a  coward  plenty  of 
times;  during  the  Vietnam  War  they  called  all  of  us  cowards 
for  resisting  the  draft.  I'm  sick  of  being  a  coward.” 

A  month  ago,  most  Americans  knew  absolutely 
nothing  about  Afghanistan.  They  knew  nothing  about  the 
Taliban,  or  Osama  bin  Laden,  or  any  of  the  goings-on  in  that 
part  of  the  world.  They  didn’t  know  that  several  Middle 
Eastern  countries  have  been  suffering  from  abject  poverty 
brought  on  by  sanctions  and  past  (and  current)  bombings. 
Most  Americans.  However,  the  American  government  knew. 
The  American  government  knew  that  Iraqi  children  have  been 
dying  at  a  rate  of  5000  a  month  due  to  famine  and  disease, 
most  of  which  was  brought  on  by  the  U.S.-led  Gull  War 
coalition’s  destruction  of  Iraq’s  water  supply.  This  same 
government  knew  that  the  Taliban  were  forcing  non-Muslims 
to  wear  identifying  badges — a  move  frighteningly  reminiscent 
of  Hitler’s  pre- World  War  II  policy.  And  the  U.S.  government 
most  definitely  knew  that  the  United  States  refused  to  ratify 
UN  conventions  on  terrorism. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  the  U.S.  government  has  been 
hiding  these  things  from  the  American  people  (although  it 
certainly  does  hide  other  things).  The  American  people,  for 
the  most  part,  prefer  to  live  their  lives  in  happy  oblivion.  Those 
who  do  read  the  newspaper  may  feel  a  little  for  the  vicitims  in 
the  Nigerian  civil  war;  they  may  even  have  an  opinion  about 
the  battle  between  the  Israelis  and  Palestinians.  However,  they 
don’t  do  anything  about  it.  If  the  Afghans  are  living  in  abject 
poverty  under  an  oppressive  fundamentalist  government,  it’s 
no  concern  of  ours.  As  long  as  it  doesn’t  affect  gas  prices  for 
our  SUVs,  their  troubles  won’t  make  the  front  page  of  our 
newspapers.  Besides,  Gary  Condit  is  much  more  interesting 
than  some  starving  children,  right? 

America  was  given  a  wakeup  call  on  September  11, 
2001.  Someone  did  the  unimaginable  and  actually  attacked 
the  United  States.  People  were  shocked  out  of  their  minds  to 
think  that  someone  would  have  the  audacity  to  bring 
destruction  to  the  bastion  of  democracy.  Those  few  Americans 


who  had  kept  themselves  informed  were  initially  shocked, 
but  not  really  surprised.  America  has  been  bullying  weaker 
nations  for  centuries.  How  easily  Americans  seem  to  forget 
“Speak  softly  and  carry  a  big  stick.”  America’s  Big  Stick  policy 
may  be  easy  for  Americans  to  forget,  but  it  is  not  so  for  those 
who  are  at  the  blunt  end  of  that  stick. 

So  the  wakeup  call  came:  America  can  no  longer 
act  like  a  bully  and  then  turn  a  blind  eye  to  the  suffering 
inflicted  by  its  policies.  This  habit  of  ignoring  suffering  has 
bred  hatred  among  those  who  are  suffering  and  have  nothing 
to  lose.  It  is  not  so  hard  to  see  why  America  would  seem  like 
the  “Great  Satan.”  Its  government  executes  acts  of  terror  in 
the  name  of  “democracy”  and  “freedom,”  and  meanwhile, 
the  American  public  is  caught  up  in  the  president’s  sex  life. 
This  attack  on  America’s  symbols  of  capitalism  and  war  should 
surely  rouse  the  American  people  from  their  lazy  ignorance 
and  make  them  want  to  examine  why  so  many  people  hate 
and  what  can  be  done  to  stop  that  hate  where  it  is  growing. 

However,  the  first  reaction  from  the  American  people 
was  not  the  logical  coming-to-their-senses  that  one  might 
hope.  Instead  ,  there  was  a  mighty  cry  to  run  to  arms  and  to 
“stomp  out  terrorism.”  The  president  didn’t  say,  “Well,  my 
fellow  Americans,  why  don’t  we  step  back  and  take  a  look  at 
why  this  happened.  Let’s  find  out  exactly  why  someone  would 
hate  us  enough  to  take  thousands  of  innocent  lives.”  Instead, 
he  started  beating  the  war  drum  and  used  strong  words  all 
with  the  underlying  feeling  of  the  most  despicable  of  all  human 
traits:  vengeance. 

It  is  understandable  that  many  Americans  were  hurt 
and  confused,  and  even  angry.  However,  that  does  not  justify 
the  childish  desire  to  “get  back  at  them.”  The  people  who 
planned  this  act  of  terrorism  should  be  brought  to  justice  and 
it  should  indeed  be  shown  that  this  kind  of  violence  will  not 
be  tolerated,  but  not  for  the  sake  of  revenge.  Killing  more 
people,  even  killing  one  person,  will  never  fix  the  damage 
that  has  been  done;  it  will  never  bring  back  the  6,000  people 
who  died.  What  is  most  important  is  showing  that  this  kind 
of  violence  will  not  be  tolerated  anywhere,  regardless  of  the 
perpetrator  —  even  if  it  is  the  United  States. 

Many  hawks  claim  that  the  only  way  terrorists  will 
understand  that  this  kind  of  act  will  not  be  tolerated  is  through 
force.  They  ask,  “What’s  to  stop  them  from  doing  it  again?” 
If  the  United  States  bombs  Afghanistan,  even  if  they  do 
manage  to  kill  some  terrorists  (which  they  failed  to  do  the 
last  time  they  bombed  bin  Laden’s  hideout),  what  message 
does  that  send  to  the  millions  of  non-terrorists  who  already 
hate  us?  What  message  does  it  send  to  the  children  of  those 
terrorists?  Yes,  it  sends  the  message  that  terrorism  in  the  United 
States  will  be  dealt  with  by  swift,  brutal  retaliation.  It  also 
sends  the  message  that  the  U.S.  is  indeed  a  bully  with  an 


itchy  trigger  finger  and  no  sense  of  compassion.  It  is  impossible 
to  bomb  any  place  and  not  have  innocent  victims.  Hawks 
argue  that  our  military  will  use  “smart"  weapons  and  will  not 
bomb  civilian  areas.  Two-thirds  of  the  “smart”  weapons  used 
during  the  Gulf  War  did  not  hit  their  intended  targets.  And 
the  third  that  did  inflicted  civilian  casualties. 

Osama  bin  Laden,  whatever  else  he  may  be,  is  not 
stupid.  You  don’t  punch  a  bully  in  the  back  of  the  head  unless 
you  have  a  plan  for  when  he  turns  around.  Bombing 
Afghanistan  is  obviously  not  the  answer,  and  marching  through 
Pakistan  would  cause  even  greater  anti-American  sentiment 
in  that  country.  Entering  Afghanistan  is  a  trap,  and  a  very 
blatant  one.  Yet  for  some  reason,  America  seems  unable  to  see 
this.  1  he  point  of  taking  American  history  in  school  is  to  not 
forget,  to  learn  from  mistakes  of  the  past.  Yet  it  seems  that 
many  people  have  already  forgotten  the  horror  of  the  Vietnam 
War. 

The  biggest  problem  with  the  United  States’  current 
course  of  action  is  the  rhetoric  that  is  being  used.  A  “war”  on 
terrorism  is  as  vague  as  a  war  on  communism,  or  a  war  on  any 
other  “ism."  As  James  Carroll  wrote  in  the  Boston  Globe,  “War, 
by  definition,  is  relatively  imprecise.  Steps  can  be  taken  to 
limit  ‘collateral  damage,’  but  the  method  of  war,  in  fact,  is  to 
bring  pressure  to  bear  against  a  hostile  power  structure  by 
inflicting  suffering  on  the  society  of  which  it  is  a  part.” 
Terrorism  itself  is  not  part  of  any  one  society.  And  harming 
the  Afghani  people  will  not  hurt  Osama  bin  laden,  and  it 
won’t  even  hurt  the  Taliban.  The  sanctions  on  Iraq  are  meant 
to  hurt  Saddam  Hussein,  but  it  is  the  people  who  are  dying  of 
malnutrition  and  disease,  not  Hussein. 

As  Carroll  pointed  out  in  the  same  article,  the  answer 
to  “fighting  terrorism”  is  not  war  but  law  enforcement.  If  the 
United  States  were  to  help  launch  a  global  manhunt  for  bin 
Laden  and  expose  him  for  the  criminal  he  is,  those  who 
sympathize  with  him  might  begin  to  see  the  horror  of  what  he 
has  done  and  the  mockery  he  has  made  of  the  peaceful  Muslim 
religion.  If  the  United  States  responds  to  these  acts  of  terror 
with  more  acts  of  terror  in  retaliation,  the  terrorists  have  won. 

Instead  of  spending  $40  billion  on  bombing 
Afghanistan  “back  to  the  Stone  Age,”  perhaps  the  U.S.  should 
send  aid  to  the  starving  people  who  are  very  close  to  agreeing 
with  bin  Laden’s  viewpoint.  There  would  be  no  young  men 
with  nothing  to  lose  if  they  were  fed  and  housed  and  shown 
that  the  U.S.  can  have  compassion.  Or  if  the  U.S.  started  an 
educational  campaign  to  inform  the  American  public  about 
what  is  happening  in  the  Middle  East  and  what  can  be  done 
to  stop  the  hatred. 

The  best  anti-war  slogan  I  have  seen  so  far  reads, 
“We  Are  Americans.  Let’s  Do  Something  Really  Brave:  End 
the  Cycle  of  Violence.” 

—  Liz  Johnson,  I 


Unsettling  Juxtapositions 

Last  week,  there  was  an  NBC 
Nightly  News  feature  about  the 
humanitarian  action  which  is  being 
carried  out  in  Afghanistan.  The 
footage  from  Afghanistan  was 
followed  by  nice,  shiny,  plastic 
commercials  with  healthy,  glamorous 
Americans.  Were  they  trying  to  make 
people  laugh,  or  was  it  one  of  many 
coincidental  yet  unsettling 
juxtapositions  to  come? 

On  the  news  coverage  in 
Afghanistan,  small  yellow  packages  fell 
from  the  sky.  Landing  on  vast, 
desolate  plains,  these  packages  were 
gathered  by  hungry  refugees  and 
stuffed  into  large  bags  or  loaded  onto 
donkeys.  If  they  were  not  confiscated 
by  the  Taliban  or  used  for  fuel,  they 
were  destined  for  camps  and  villages  of  eager 
refugees.  What  did  Afghan  civilians  find  once  they 
were  handed  these  presents?  On  the  outside  were 
two  images:  an  American  flag  and  the  upper-body  of 
a  man  with  a  spoon  held  to  his  clean-shaven  and 
smiling  mouth.  Inside  were  two  delights  beyond 
comprehension:  Pop  Tarts  and  peanut  butter. 

Pop  Tarts  and  peanut  butter. 

Images  of  Afghan  children  squeezing  peanut 
butter  as  if  it  were  a  toy  and  teenagers  mystified  by 
Pop  Tarts  flitted  on  and  off  the  TV  screen. 

According  to  the  news  reporter,  many  refugees  found 
the  food  rations  to  be  insulting  and  unfamiliar.  All 
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-Dan  Ciambrone,  I 


they  wanted  were  “beans  and  rice,”  a  staple  of  their 
usual  diet,  said  one  refugee,  but  he  added  that  they 
were  making  do  with  the  American  food. 

It  could  have  been  worse.  Peanut  butter  and 
Pop  Tarts  do  not  require  water  or  cooking,  and 
together,  they  provide  a  small  package  of  fruit,  grain, 
starch  and  protein.  Maybe  it  was  just  the  idea  of  my 
TV-screen  perspective  that  made  it  seem  absurd.  I 
pictured  commercials  where  American  children  ran 
gleefully  down  stairs  to  find  steaming  pop  tarts  on 
glistening  plates.  And  now  the  same  product  was 
being  dropped  from  airplanes  onto  the  desert 
landscape  of  Afghanistan  for  refugees  to  collect. 


Following  the  news  segment 
was  an  ad  for  Vidal  Sassoon  in  which  a 
gaunt  model  swished  her  vibrant  hair 
and  looked  mysteriously  into  the 
camera.  Next  was  an  ad  for  an  SUV. 
And  then,  turning  the  channel,  I  came 
upon  a  press  conference  in  which  the 
producer  of  the  Emmy  Awards 
announced  this  year’s  cancellation  of 
the  previously  hyped  annual  event. 
“This  [decision]  makes  me  sick,”  he 
said,  “I  want  to  go  out  right  now  and 
puke.”  We  have  it  so  hard  don’t  we? 

So  will  the  next  Pop  Tarts  ad 
have  Afghan  children  running 
gleefully  downstairs  to  find  a  steaming 
breakfast  on  plates  still  warm  from  the 
dishwasher?  Probably  not,  but  maybe 
the  next  Vidal  Sassoon  add  will  have  a 
model  in  the  middle  of  the  Afghan  dessert  looking 
mysteriously  into  the  camera  as  a  pile  of  yellow 
packages  fall  from  the  sky  and  hit  her  in  the  head. 

Maybe  Pop  Tarts  and  peanut  butter  are  all  we 
can  expect  from  a  humanitarian  effort  which  began 
with  an  American  bomb  hitting  the  Red  Cross 
building  in  Kandahar  and  burning  it  to  the  ground. 

I  will  not  forget  the  Afghan  man  who  turned  to  the 
NBC  Nightly  News  camera  and  enthusiastically  said, 
“Thank  you,  thank  you  so  much,”  while  the  camera 
man  said,  “Hold  on,  wait  a  sec,  that’s  it,  look 
grateful.”  —  Click.  —  And  yellow  packages  from 
America  were  falling  from  the  sky. 

— Adam  Finelli,  I 
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The  New  IT  Lady: 
Ms.  Li 


By  Adrian  Leung,  I  &  Julie  Ng,  II 

Technolgy  Editors 

Ms.  Li  is  one  of  the  newest  members  to  the  Boston 
Latin  Community.  She  is  an  instructional  technology 
specialist,  a  vital  element  of  Boston  Latin  School’s  new 
technological  approach  to  education. 

Ms.  Li  fell  in  love  with  PCs  at  a  very  young  age. 
Although  she  doesn’t  have  a  background  in  Computer 
Science,  she  has  vast  interest  in  technology  ranging  from 
hardware  to  software.  She  attended  and  worked  at  Wellesley 
College.  She  was  deeply  involved  with  the  technology 
programs  at  Wellesley  College  with  a  partnership  with 
Stanford  University.  She  has  served  three  years  as  a 
professional  staff  at  Wellesley  College. 

One  of  Ms.  Li’s  passions  is  to  work  with  young 
students.  She  began  to  work  with  youths  at  the  Museum  of 
Science.  She  was  the  technology  manager  of  the  Intel 
Computer  Clubhouse,  a  place  where  inner  city  people 
especially  kids  who  needed  access  to  computers  could  go. 
Finally,  she  joined  the  Boston  Latin  School  Community  as 
an  instructional  technology  specialist,  a  newly  created 
position. 

Ms.  Li  has  already  stepped 

OUTSIDE  THE  BOX  REGARDING 
HER  JOB  DESCRIPTION,  WORKING 
WITH  THE  STUDENT  BODY... 

Ms  Li  is  excited  at  the  magnitude  of  technology 
available  at  the  Boston  Latin  School.  Most  classrooms,  if 
not  all  will  be  equipped  with  computers  and  projectors 
connected  to  a  central  system.  The  backbone  of  this  system 
is  a  fiber  optic  network,  which  is  hooked  up  to  a  multimedia 
system.  Basically  in  every  classroom,  kids  will  be  able  to 
watch  cable  TV,  watch  DVDs,  videos,  etc.  Every  classroom 
either  is  or  will  be  wired  with  Ethernet  (Internet).  There  is 
a  total  of  306  new  additional  PCs  installed  this  year.  Within 
the  next  year,  every  teacher  will  receive  his  or  her  own 
computer. 

As  the  instructional  technology  specialist,  Ms.  Li 
will  be  working  with  teachers  on  an  individual  basis 
regarding  instructional  technology.  She  will  work  with  the 
teachers  to  build  up  technology  usage  at  Boston  Latin.  She 
believes  that  new  technology  should  not  hinder  a  teacher's 
performance.  Ms.  Li  made  it  very  clear  that  her  role  is  not 
simply  to  offer  instructional  workshops,  bur  also  to  work 
with  each  teacher’s  curriculum  and  incorporate  technology 
to  enhance  the  lessons. 

Ms.  Li  has  already  stepped  outside  the  box 
regarding  her  job  description,  working  with  the  student  body 
as  well.  On  Thursday,  Oc  tober  18,  Ms.  Li  took  six  students 
I  to  Fildelitv  Investments  in  downtown  Boston.  The  students 
spent  the  day  with  a  group  of  "information  architects”  and 
Web  site  developers  in  their  workplace.  Virtually  every 
student  was  paired  with  an  employee  to  complete  a  project  ! 
j  tor  the  web.  Then  the  students  went  to  A-Tvpe  Media  in 
downtown  for  lunch.  The  students  found  the  day  a  j 
|  refreshing  change  from  the  normal  classes  at  BLS.  It  was  a 
I  great  experience  to  be  in  the  workplace  and  get  a  glimpse  of  j 
|  a  possible  future. 

Ms.  Li  is  thrilled  to  be  part  of  the  Boston  Latin 
j  School,  and  she  looks  forward  to  working  with  the  taculrv  j 
and  the  student  bodv. 
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Learning  at  leamtoquestion.com 


By  Julie  Ng,  II 

Technology  Editor 

In  the  Information  Age,  how  will  technology  be 
used  in  the  classroom?  One  course  at  Boston  Latin,  Facing 
History  and  Ourselves,  utilizes  technology  to  engage  students 
in  an  educational  environment  like  no  other.  The  key  to  this 
course  is  its  Web  site,  learntoquestion.com. 

Sponsored  by  Sheldon  Seevak,  class  of  ’46,  the 
learntoquestion.com  Web  site  first  came  to  life  in  1998  at  the 
end  of  the  first  annual  Seevak  FFLAO  Web  site  competition. 
He  asked  a  small  group  within  the  BLS  community  to  create 
a  Web  site  to  house  the  projects  from  the  competition.  The 
good  design  and  structure  created  then  would  lead  the  site 
into  its  bright  future. 

One  of  the  masterminds  of  the  site  is  Jonah 
Goldstein,  class  of  ‘99.  He  gave  the  site  its  unique  look 
composed  of  photographs  taken  by  Nicolas  Nixon,  a  well- 
known  photographer. 

Beginning  in  the  1999  school  year,  Mr.  Idzik  used 
the  site  to  engage  his  students  in  online  debates  and  to  post 
the  lessons  of  his  course  each  week.  But  he  left,  and  another 
teacher,  Ms.  Judi  Freeman,  came  to  fill  his  shoes.  Ms.  Freeman 
was  very  enthusiastic  about  the  site  and  its  integration  with 
the  course.  That  summer,  several  students,  alumni  and  Mr. 
Gwiazda  added  several  sections  to  the  site  based  on  her  ideas. 

One  of  the  major  sections  added  was  a  Virtual 
Propaganda  Lesson,  which  includes  several  interactive  learning 
tools.  One  of  these  learning  tools  is  a  virtual  3-D  “browseable” 
art  gallery  from  Munich,  Germany,  recreated  from  old 
photos.  Students  can  spin  the  room  and  view  paintings, 
statues,  and  writings  that  the  Nazis  considered  “degenerate 
art  . 

Another  addition  made  that  summer  was  a  live 
discussion  board.  In  the  past,  Mr.  Idzik  had  students  submit 
messages  to  a  team  of  alumni  to  convert  into  Internet  pages. 
Now  students  can  log  onto  the  discussion  board  and  write 
messages  in  real  time.  Also  beginning  that  year,  the  FHAO 
course  began  to  work  with  a  class  in  Prague.  The  two  classes 
worked  together  to  learn  online  mostly  via  the  discussion 
board.  The  students  got  a  chance  to  view  and  critique  each 


other’s  work,  learning  from  each  other. 

Students  in  Boston  Latin  and  Prague  use  the  Web 
site  to  communicate  with  each  other.  But  how  do  other 
students  and  teachers  use  it?  Several  uses  use  the  Web  site  as 
a  resource  for  information.  Within  the  Web  site,  there  is  a 
“resource  room”  which  houses  hundreds  of  documents, 
pictures,  and  other  multimedia.  Teachers  and  students  around 
the  United  States  have  used  the  research  room  for  materials 
relating  to  World  War  II,  the  Rwanda  genocide,  the  civil  rights 
movement,  and  so  much  more. 

Yet  learntoquestion.com  continues  to  grow.  The  site 
has  applied  for  the  2001  National  Semiconductor  Award.  If 
the  site  wins,  it  will  receive  a  grant  that  will  enable  the  course 
to  have  its  own  digital  video  camera  that  will  be  used  to 
enhance  the  course  in  many  ways.  The  Web  site  has  also 
recently  received  a  grant  from  the  United  States  Holocaust 
Museum  in  Washington  D.C.  to  create  a  series  of  lessons 
similar  to  the  Propaganda  Lessons  for  teachers  across  the 
country  and  around  the  world  to  use.  Already  in  the  making 
is  the  memorialization  Virtual  lesson,  which  is  due  sometime 
this  year. 

All  these  things  happen  for  a  reason.  New  people 
with  new  ideas  come  along  and  contribute  to  the  growth  of 
the  Web  site.  There  would  be  no  learntoquestion.com  if  Mr. 
Seevak  had  not  requested  one.  Teachers,  students  and  young 
fresh  minds  constantly  have  new  ideas  for  learntoquestion.com, 
and  with  technology,  there  is  no  limit. 
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A  screenshot  of  the  main  screen  of  learntoquestion.com 
The  design  of  the  site  features  photos  of  BLS  students. 


What  Is  Apple  Up 
To  Now? 

By  Nathaniel  Koven,  I 

CONTRIBI  TING  WRITER 


Everyone  knows  about  the  phenomenal  success  of 
the  iMac.  It’s  what  brought  Apple  Computer,  Inc.  back  from 
the  brink,  doubled  its  market  share,  and  brought  home 
hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars.  Apple  Computer  is  bigger 
and  better  than  it  has  ever  been. 

And  everyone  knows  about  the  G4  Processor,  the 
fastest  processor  in  personal  computers  in  the  world;  in  fact, 
the  first  supercomputer  on  a  chip.  As  part  of  their  ad 
campaign,  Apple  played  up  the  fact  that  because  the  G4  is  a 
supercomputer  that  the  US  government  classifies  as  a  weapon 
and  monitors  its  export.  You  may  not  know  that  Apple, 
Motorola,  and  IBM  jointly  designed  the  G4,  or  that  it  can 
still  outpace  even  the  fastest  Pentium  4  in  benchmark  tests. 
Adobe  has  even  officially  endorsed  the  G4  as  the  optimal 
computer  for  running  Photoshop.  A  year  or  two  ago  NASA 
was  happy  to  get  its  $30  million  supercomputers  out  of  its 
labs  and  take  a  shipment  of  G4  towers  —  a  tiny  fraction  of 
the  cost  and  many  times  the  computing  power.  The  new 
“Quicksilver”  G4  towers  also  introduce  Apple’s  SuperDrive, 
a  combination  CD-RW  and  DVD-R  drive  running  at 
respectable  speeds  for  writing  CDs  and  DVDs.  Apple’s 
“Titanium  Powerbook  G4  (its  G4  laptop  computer)  actually 
lives  up  to  its  name,  being  cased  in  commercially  pure 
titanium.  It  features  not  only  the  G4  processor,  but  also  a 
wider  screen  than  is  usually  seen  on  laptop  computers,  making 
both  the  fastest  laptop  on  the  planet  and  also  a  mobile  wide¬ 
screen  DVD  player. 

Apple  has  had  its  setbacks,  of  course.  As  the  iMac 
was  Apple’s  consumer-priced  G3,  the  G4  Cube  was  to  be  its 
consumer  G4.  Unfortunately,  despite  incredible  innovation 
in  the  design  of  the  Cube,  it  was  a  disaster.  Apple  sold  far 
fewer  than  it  had  hoped,  largely  because  it  was  so  unorthodox 
that  it  was  dismissed  by  consumers.  Its  amazing  fanless  design 
makes  it  easily  the  quietest  computer  I’ve  ever  seen,  but  there 
were  numerous  design  compromises.  Trying  to  eliminate 


extraneous  cables,  Apple  combined  all  of  the  cords  going 
between  the  monitor  and  CPU  into  one  cable  housing  the 
power,  the  monitor  signal,  and  the  USB  connection  (if  the 
monitor  was  a  USB  hub).  Of  course,  that  means  that 
consumers  had  to  buy  a  new  Apple  monitor  that  had  this 
new  connection.  In  order  to  prevent  overheating  without  a 
fan,  the  power  supply  box  had  to  be  made  external,  and  it  is 
a  very  bulky  thing  to  have  to  fit  onto  a  power  strip  under 
your  desk.  Apple  made  the  Cube  small  —  only  8  inches  on 
each  side  —  so  that  it  wouldn  not  take  much  room  on  a  desk. 

Minitowers,  however,  can  be  simply  placed  under 
the  desk,  but  the  Cube  has  a  slot-loading  DVD  drive  aligned 
vertically,  from  which  the  DVD  slide  out  of  the  top  so  that 
you  cannot  put  the  Cube  under  a  desk  without  blocking  your 
access  to  the  drive.  And  who  would  want  to  put  such  a 
beautiful  crystalline  computer  under  a  desk,  anyway?  These 
factors  contributed  to  consumers’  skeptical  attitudes  toward 
the  new  computer,  killing  its  sales. 

While  the  G4  Cube  was  a  major  setback,  it  did  not 
stop  Apple  from  innovating  further,  because  Apple  has  just 
released  its  new  operating  system. 

Now  only  a  few  months  old,  it  is  Mac  OS  X.  Mac 
OS  X  (the  “X"  stands  for  10,  as  it’s  version  10.0  of  Mac  OS) 
uses  Unix  as  its  base,  providing  for  a  stability  not  seen  by 
users  in  other  operating  systems.  Windows  is  notorious  for 
its  frequent  and  inexplicable  crashes,  and  in  some  attempt  to 
save  its  own  reputation  for  not  experiencing  frequent  crashes, 
Apple  made  the  decision  to  use  Unix  as  a  foundation  for  its 
new  operating  system.  OS  X  features  many  improvements, 
but  the  interface  was  also  rewritten.  While  an  incredibly 
capable  system,  whether  or  not  OS  X  will  be  accepted  by  the 
die-hard  Macintosh  users  remains  to  be  seen.  Thus  far,  it  has 
not  been  a  fantastic  success,  but  it  has  not  flopped  either.  OS 
X  introduces  many  new  concepts:  The  Dock  (similar  to  but 
not  the  same  as  the  task  bar  in  Windows),  protected  memory 
(a  crash-safety  feature,  already  implemented  in  Windows  but 
not  as  effective  there),  uninstalling  (which  Windows 
pioneered,  of  course),  and  more. 

Apple  has  not  announced  any  particular 
groundbreaking  plans  for  the  immediate  future,  but  it 
continues  to  do  well.  Apple  still  can  not  possibly  match  the 
consumer  base  that  PC  makers  enjoy  (ninety  percent  of  the 
market),  Apple’s  market  share  is  still  growing.  We  only  need 
to  wait  to  sec  what  Apple’s  next  success  story  will  be. 
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Forum 


By  Yiting  Jin,  II 

Forum  Copy  Editor 


He  walks  into  class  just  as  his  math  teacher  is  passing 
back  last  week’s  tests.  It  comes  back  to  him,  turned  over.  Before 
he  even  looks  at  the  grade,  he  has  a  pretty  clear  picture  of 
what  he  got.  The  term  is  closing  fast,  and  it  is  his  last  chance 
to  pull  up  his  average.  He  takes  a  deep  breath,  and  turns  over 
the  paper  to  find  a  45  percent  for  two  hours  of  studying. 

Honors  classes  are  set  up  to  offer  students  who  excel 
in  a  given  subject  the  opportunity  to  take  their  achievement  a 
step  further.  But  will  making  all  classes  Honors  classes  extend 
this  opportunity?  Will  setting  up  Honors  classes  just  for  the 
extra  0.5  added  onto  a  student’s  grade  point  average  help  him 
or  her  take  a  more  vigorous  approach  to  a  course  that  is  already 
challenging  enough? 

In  discussing  whether  or  not  Honors  classes  should 
be  established  for  all,  there  are  issues  of  competition  and 
diversity.  If  every  class  were  to  be  an  Honors  class,  there  would 
be  a  lot  of  diversity,  as  each  student’s  learning  ability  and 
knowledge  oi  the  subject  matter  vary.  The  teacher  would  have 
to  teach  at  a  pace  that  is  often  below  average  so  that  everyone 
could  understand  the  material.  If  there  were  just  one  or  two 
Honors  classes,  progress  would  occur  in  a  range  of  similar 
abilities.  Competition  is  cultivated  in  this  way,  but  diversity 
is  an  inherent  quality,  since  no  two  students  learn  at  exactly 
the  same  pace. 

It  is  this  that  makes  the  existence  of  a  select  one  or 
two  Honors  classes  so  important.  When  a  lesson  is  given  in 
class,  diversity  is  neither  a  plus  to  the  student  who  is  solid  in 
the  subject  nor  to  the  student  who  is  struggling  to  understand 
it.  In  the  former  case,  potential  can  be  overlooked,  since  the 
teacher  needs  to  focus  on  rhe  needs  of  struggling  students 
who  have  to  try  even  harder  to  catch  up  to  the  level  of  an 
already  difficult  class.  The  gap  between  students  who  do  well 
and  those  who  do  not  grows,  making  it  harder  to  maintain  a 
common  pace  and  level.  Also,  it  would  be  unfair  to  those 
who  are  above  reachback  bur  below  the  Honors  level,  because 
in  a  reachback  class,  they  are  forced  to  drag  along  at  a  slower 
learning  pace,  but  in  an  honors  class,  they  have  to  do  a  lot  of 
uphill  work.  For  them,  the  regular  course  may  be  the  crucial 
point  of  passing  versus  failing. 

And  then  there’s  that  issue  with  the  Honors  credit 
itself.  Credit  should  be  a  reward  for  hard  work,  not  a  goal  to 
get  that  0.5  tacked  onto  a  GPA.  Viewing  it  as  the  latter  is 
verging  on  immoral  and  corrupt.  Common  sense  would  tell 
us  that  it  is  just  wrong  to  get  Honors  credit  when  students 
belong  in  a  regular  course.  Sure,  Honors  credit  is  awesome  to 
have  on  college  transcripts,  but  honestly,  would  a  D  look 
flattering  next  to  a  course  labeled  “English  Honors”?  In 
addition,  the  regular  BLS  level  is  equivalent  to  the  Honors  of 
most  high  schools  across  the  country. 

Finally,  there  is  the  problem  of  isolation  and  self¬ 
esteem  for  students  who  do  not  make  it  into  Honors,  and 
consequently  would  not  be  in  the  same  classes  as  those  who 
are.  In  a  class  where  the  grade  ranges  from  A  to  F,  there  are 
differences  and  gaps  between  the  higher  and  the  lower  achievers 
anyway.  Isolation  is  natural,  at  times  inevitable,  and 
assimilation  of  students  with  various  abilities  will  only  put 
pressure  on  those  who  should  be  in  regular  classes.  When 
students  are  grouped  by  similar  abilities  and  achievements,  it 
is  easier  to  address  differences,  since  the  gap  between  the  top 
and  the  bottom  achiever  is  significantly  smaller  than  that  of  a 
mixed,  diverse  “Honors”  class.  In  the  long  run,  while  one  may 
enjoy  the  title  of  “Honors  student  ”,  one  will  find  that  the 
workload  is  a  much  bigger  problem  than  not  adding  0.5  to 
his  or  her  GPA. 

We  live  in  a  world  where  diversity  and  competition 
are  both  evident,  and  should  be  appreciated.  While  Boston 
Latin  School  promotes  and  supports  diversity,  competition 
really  is  the  backbone  of  our  cozy  little  “home  ”.  Should  we 
give  up  something  so  essential,  so  obviously  a  part  of  us,  to 
satisfy  a  nonexistent  cause?  Shouldn't  we  continue  to  do  the 
greater  good  for  ourselves  by  being  honest  and  working  our 
way  into  an  Honors  class?  High  school  does  not  always  come 
with  freebies.  Then  again,  neither  does  life. 
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school  which  provides  a  rigorous  academic  program.”  As 
college  preparation  entails  a  selection  of  course  material  that 
provides  mastery  of  all  college  prerequisites,  it  follows  that 
courses  should  satisfy  this  inherent  requirement.  Material  that 
amounted  to  anything  less  would  betray  the  fundamental 
philosophy  of  Boston  Latin. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  our  basic  “college  prep”  classes 
do  not  provide  adequate  preparation.  The  fact  of  the  matter 
is  that  teaching  quality  must  be  guaranteed,  and  the  only  way 
to  do  so  is  to  mandate  teachers  to  teach  outside  the  boundaries 
of  a  rigid  course  syllabus.  Innovation  is  generally  accepted  at 
the  Honors  level,  whereas  the  “regular”  classes  are  supposed 
to  be  just  that  —  regular.  Moreover,  when  classes  are  “stacked” 
(e.g.,  when  French  3  and  French  3  Honors  are  offered 
simultaneously),  there  is  a  pervading  sense  within  the  lower- 
level  classes  that  standards  have  in  fact  been  relaxed,  and  that 
they  are  incapable  of  producing  work  on  par  with  their  peers 
in  Honors.  Given  that  the  intellectual  discrepancy  between 
our  best  and  worst  students  is  not  great,  it  seems  that  the 
wide  gap  in  achievement  at  different  levels  of  instruction  is 
caused  more  by  the  demands  placed  on  the  students  than  by 
the  students  themselves.  If  you  become  more  demanding,  then 
your  students  will  meet  you  at  that  new  level. 

Regarding  assertions  about  the  differences  in 
intellectual  capacity  between  various  students:  younger 
students  become  lazy  because  many  of  their  classes  are  too 
easy,  not  because  they  are  too  hard;  at  any  rate,  one  has  to 
give  the  average  student  a  bit  more  credit  than  one  does  in 
assuming  Honors  courses  too  difficult  a  requirement.  Even  if 
I  were  wrong,  and  some  students  really  are  incapable  of  more 
advanced  work,  it  seems  as  if  the  remedy  ought  to  be  an 
increase  in  their  level  of  achievement,  rather  than  lower 
standards. 

My  second  major  argument  for  raising  regular  level 
courses  to  the  Honors  distinction  is  that  such  an  act  would 
benefit  the  college  acceptance  efforts  of  seniors.  In  a  system 
already  cluttered  with  applicants,  any  competitive  edge  is 
highly  valuable,  and  Honors  courses  promote  students  as 
intellectually  viable  for  the  more  prestigious  colleges  and 
universities.  BLS  students  tend  to  fare  well  with  local 
universities  in  part  because  such  institutions  are  aware  that 
our  high  standards  exist  across  the  board,  not  simply  in  Honors 
and  AP  classes.  However,  the  farther  away  from  Boston  a  given 
university  is  located,  the  less  likely  it  will  realize  that  our  regular 
students  have  challenged  themselves  academically  as  well, 
unless  we  guide  them  along  by  attaching  more  informative 
names  to  our  classes,  showing  quite  clearly  that  the  level  of 
work  being  done  by  all  our  students  is  high. 

In  summary,  we  should  support  any  effort  to  raise 
the  level  of  work  being  done  at  Latin  for  the  purposes  of 
learning,  while  receiving  greater  recognition  for  doing  so.  We 
want  to  be  successful  people  and  we’re  here  for  a  purpose,  so 
let’s  get  on  with  it!  Quite  frankly,  if  you  feel  that  you’re  slicing 
through  your  classes  like  butter,  you  should  probably  be  taking 
different  ones.  Anything  you  put  off  learning  now  will  only 
present  itself  again  in  the  future.  So  let’s  do  things  right  the 
first  time  and  get  rid  of  overly  basic  classes  in  favor  of  an 
entirely  Honors  curriculum. 


Forum  Question 

Should  every  class  at  Boston  Latin 
School  he  given  Honors  credit? 


“No,  not  just  for  being  [at  BLS],  I  think  that  the 
Honors  classes  should  be  more  accessible,  giving  more 
people  opportunities  because  there  are  so  many  qualified 
students  here  than  at  other  schools.”  — Ali  Zaltman,  I 


“No.  But  I  think  that  they  should  have  a  test  to  see  if 
you  can  get  Honors  credit  at  the  end  of  the  year  if  Honors 
credit  is  not  otherwise  offered.”  — Greg  Halloran,  II 


“I  don’t  think  it  really  matters.  Honors  classes  do 
everything  regular  classes  do,  just  faster..’’  — Chris  Wiggins, 
III 


“No.  It’d  be  nice,  but  by  taking  the  test  and  going  to 
Latin  School  you  should  expect  that  to  get  Honors  credit 
you’ve  got  to  earn  it.”  —  Jeff  Hull,  IV 


“I  think  that  you  have  to  work  for  it.  You  have  to 
really  get  the  good  grades  to  get  [credit].  Taking  a  test  [to 
get  into  Honors]  is  good  too — because  if  you  have  easy 
teachers,  it’s  easy  to  get  good  grades.”  — Paulina  Kocjan,  V 


“No.  I  think  that  if  you  want  Honors  credit  on  your 
transcript  then  you  should  have  to  work  for  it.”  — Nicole 
Pedraza,  VI 
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School’s  Reaction  to  9/1 1 


By  Margaret  Willison,  II 

Contributing  Writer 

In  the  middle  of  second  period,  September  1 1, 2001, 
our  lives  changed  forever.  A  voice  came  over  the  intercom 
and  gave  my  classmates,  myself  included,  and  everyone  else 
in  our  school  community  some  of  the  worst  news  that  any  of 
us  had  heard  in  our  entire  lives.  The  immediate  reactions  I 
observed  throughout  the  classroom  differed  greatly.  Some 
laughed  nervously,  thinking  it  was  some  kind  of  joke,  thinking 
that  they  must  have  heard  wrong.  Some  sat  in  complete 
bewilderment,  feeling  like  deer  caught  in  front  of  car 
headlights.  Some  were  worrying  about  their  family  and  friends. 
Everyone  was  wondering  what  was  going  to  happen  next. 

Throughout  the  day,  all  of  our  teachers  did  an 
amazing  job  of  coping  with  the 
news  and  of  trying  to  help  us 
understand  what  had  happened 
and  what  it  would  mean  to  all 
of  us,  both  as  students  and  as 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  teachers  worked  hard  to 
figure  out  the  best  thing  for  all 
their  of  students.  Some  chose 
to  forgo  normal  class  plans  in  favor  of  class  discussion  or 
listening  to  a  radio  for  incoming  news.  Others  chose  to  try  to 
keep  the  classroom  atmosphere  as  normal  as  they  could  and 
to  continue  with  their  regular  lessons.  Every  teacher  and 
administrator  on  September  1 1  behaved  with  amazing  strength 
and  bravery  in  a  situation  that  was  both  exceedingly  and 
extremely  frightening. 

That  first  day,  the  school  dealt  with  the  problem  by 
showing  amazing  steadiness,  exhibiting  a  refreshing  feeling  of 
community  normally  alien  to  our  hallowed  hallways.  The 
guidance  department  offered  counseling  to  those  who  were 
in  need  of  it,  doing  a  spectacular  job  as  they  always  have. 
Almost  more  important  than  the  aid  from  the  guidance 
department  was  the  closeness  the  students  felt  toward  one 
another.  No  one  cried  alone  on  September  1 1 ;  rather,  we  all 
grieved  together.  It  didn’t  matter  whether  you  were  a  senior 
or  a  junior  or  a  sixie;  we  faced  the  problem  together. 

One  of  the  things  that  helped  me  get  through  this 


difficult  time  was  being  able  to  discuss  the  events  both  in 
class  and  on  the  message  board  for  my  Facing  History  and 
Ourselves  class.  In  the  safe  setting  of  Facing  History,  during  a 
moderated  discussion,  I  not  only  found  people  who  held 
similar  opinions  to  mine,  but  was  also  able  to  hear  the  other 
side  of  the  argument.  Being  in  an  environment  where  1  was 
not  constantly  on  the  defense,  I  was  able  to  understand  the 
people  who  felt  the  need  to  respond  militarily  to  these  attacks, 
an  attitude  I  do  not  share.  The  discussions  did  not  change  my 
opinion,  but  they  did  help  me  stay  open  to  what  others  were 
feeling;  I  felt  that  others  were  listening  to  what  I  had  to  say 
too.  Going  online  and  reading  the  new  posts  on  the  Facing 
History  and  Ourselves  (FFLAO)  site  became  a  common  after 
school  practice  for  me,  and  I  was  not  alone.  Between 
September  12  and  October  1 5,  Ms.  Freeman’s  five  classes  and 

roughly  150  students 
produced  312  posts,  and 
the  five  discussion  boards 
were  viewed  a  collective 
total  of  around  2,430  times. 

This  phenomenal 
outpouring  demonstrates 
the  intense  need  for 
discussion  of  these  horrible 
events  in  school.  At  times  like  this,  discussion  is  the  best 
possible  thing  that  could  happen.  By  conferring  about  these 
events  as  a  school,  people  would  be  exposed  to  the  opinions 
of  others,  rather  than  only  the  opinions  of  their  families  and 
friends;  those  who  believe  in  the  effectiveness  of  military  action 
could  have  heard  the  views  of  pacifists,  and  vice  versa.  At  this 
time,  we  all  need  to  try  and  find  some  common  ground.  A 
forum  provided  by  the  school  therefore  seems  the  ideal  way 
to  address  our  many  concerns.  Despite  the  violence  and 
devastation  caused  by  these  attacks,  an  opportunity  has 
presented  itself;  this  is  a  chance  for  us  as  a  school  and  a  country 
not  only  to  agree  to  help  and  support  one  another,  but  also  to 
learn  and  begin  to  understand  people  who  do  not  think  the 
same  way  we  do  and  the  points  of  view  of  other  cultures.  If 
we,  as  individuals,  a  country,  and  humanity  in  general,  were 
forced  to  understand  each  other  a  little  better  and  weigh  the 
consequences  of  our  actions  a  little  more  carefully,  the  world 
would  be  a  better  and  safer  place. 


Throughout  the  day,  all  ol  our 

TEACHERS  DID  AN  AMAZING  JOB  OE 
COPING  WITH  THE  NEWS  AND  OE 
TRYING  TO  HELP  US  UNDERSTAND. 


Backlash  Against  Muslim  Americans 


By  Wajiha  Ahmed,  I 

Staff  W  ritf.r 

American  hostages  in  Iran  and  Lebanon,  the  Gulf 
War,  Sadaam  Hussein,  and  now  Osama  bin  Laden — these  are 
images  that  may  flash  through  the  mind  of  an  average 
American  when  thinking  of 
Islam.  As  a  result,  the  fastest 
growing  religion  in  the 
United  States  and  the  world 
and  its  more  than  one  billion 
adherents  are  being  buried 
under  headlines  and  images 
ol  hostage  takers. 

This  image  of 
Islam  is  especially  relevant 
after  the  destruction  of  the 
twin  towers  of  the  World 
Frade  Center,  thought  to  be  perpetrated  by  Osama  bin  Laden 
and  his  Al-Qaeda  organization  in  the  name  of  jihad,  or  ‘holy 
war.’  The  best  type  of  jihad,  according  to  Islam’s  Prophet 
Muhammad,  is  stopping  one’s  own  evil  intentions.  It  may 
also  be  armed  resistance.  It  is  always,  however,  purely  defensive, 
and  under  no  circumstances  means  that  the  killing  of  civilians 
is  permitted,  especially  that  of  women  and  children.  Buildings 
and  places  of  worship  are  not  to  be  destroyed.  Obviously,  bin 
Laden  and  his  followers  preach  a  mutated  form  of  jihad. 

There  has  predictably  been  a  backlash  against 
Muslim-Americans  and  Arab-Americans,  much  like  the  first 
few  days  following  the  Oklahoma  City  bombing,  in  which 
Muslims  were  initially  believed  to  be  responsible.  However, 
when  Christian  fundamentalists  blow  up  abortion  facilities 
and  commit  other  acts  of  violence  and  destruction,  is  the 
average  Christian  made  to  explain  their  actions?  Is  the  average 
Christian  held  responsible  or  badgered  because  of  the  behavior 
of  a  few?  Of  course  not.  \\  hy  are  Muslims  now  being  targeted? 
Muslims  are  a  minority  in  the  L’nited  States.  As  such,  thev 
are  forced  to  explain  that  no,  of  course  their  religion  does  not 
condone  the  killing  of  thousands  of  innocent  people.  Does 
anyone’s  religion?  Unfortunately,  there  are  people  that  lack 
the  common  sense  to  ask  this  question.  The  result?  A  Sikh 


and  two  Pakistanis  are  murdered  in  Texas.  Another  Pakistani- 
American,  Ashraf  Khan,  is  forced  to  give  up  his  first-class  seat 
aboard  a  Delta  flight  because  the  pilot  felt  that  his  presence 
endangered  the  plane.  Masjids  (mosques)  and  Muslim  homes 
have  been  vandalized,  and  recently  a  Muslim  woman,  a 
graduate  of  Harvard,  while  waiting  for  the  train  in  Cambridge, 
was  harassed  by  six  men.  For  what?  Because  they  are,  or  are 

thought  to  be,  Muslims. 

Muslim-Americans 
are  human  beings.  Again, 
however,  they  are  forced  to 
explain  that  they  too  grieve 
for  the  thousands  who  died. 
Many  Muslim  families  have 
already  lost  loved  ones  during 
the  acts  of  terror  here  in  the 
United  States;  they  will 
continue  to  mourn  as  family 
and  friends  abroad  are 
harmed  in  related  conflicts  and  reprisals. 

What  can  rational  people  like  us  do  to  stop  this 
senseless  ignorance  and  fear?  The  only  answer  is  education. 
We  must  refrain  from  allowing  the  mainstream  media  to 
provide  us  with  superficial  information  about  Islam  and 
acquire  it  instead  from  more  in-depth,  reliable  sources: 
Muslims  themselves. 

It  is  also  important  to  keep  in  mind  that  the  anti- 
Muslim  backlash  is  not  only  affecting  Muslims.  It  is  affecting 
people  who  look  like  they  could  be  from  a  Muslim  country, 
or  have  customs  commonly  associated  with  those  of  Arabs, 
such  as  wearing  turbans  (which,  by  the  way,  is  a  cultural 
phenomenon  in  the  Arab  world,  and  has  no  actual  religious 
basis  in  Islam).  A  Cuban- American  is  told  to  go  back  to  where 
he  came  from  -  apparently  Iran.  Sher  J.  B.  Singh,  a  Sikh- 
American,  is  detained  by  the  Providence  police  because  his 
beard  and  green  turban  make  him  a  “suspicious  character,” 
according  to  the  authorities.  He  is  asked  questions  like  “why 
do  you  look  like  this?” 

1  his  issue  must  be  addressed,  because  it  affects 
even-one,  not  only  Muslims  or  Arabs.  It  is  an  attack  on  some 
of  the  very  principles  this  country  stands  for,  especially  the 
right  not  to  be  ostracized  because  of  one’s  ethnicity  or  religion. 


Muslim-Americans  are  human 
beings.  Again,  however,  they 

ARE  FORCED  TO  EXPLAIN  THAT  THEY 
TOO  GRIEVE  FOR  THE  THOUSANDS 
WHO  DIED. 


Question  1: 
Define  Justice 

By  Alison  Damaskos,  I 

Forum  Editor 


Nearly  three  weeks  after  the  carnage  in  New  York, 
Washington  D.C.,  and  Pennsylvania  shook  our  nation,  the 
people  of  the  United  States  of  America,  both  citizen  and  alien 
alike,  are  pondering  the  new  world  in  which  we  suddenly  find 
ourselves.  We  are  horrified  witnesses  to  civilian  bloodshed  on 
a  scale  that  has  not  been  seen  on  our  shores  since  the 
decimation  of  the  Native  Americans. 

The  aftermath  of  September  11th  has  begun  to 
unfold,  intricately  revealing  and  yet  infinitely  unsettled.  The 
rhetoric  of  various  talking  heads  has  become  even  more 
difficult  to  avoid.  Images  and  catch  phrases  that  look  good 
and  sound  even  better  are  scattered  throughout  the  media, 
appealing  as  the  rainbow  colors  of  oil  on  the  sidewalk  but 
slick  and  slippery  by  the  same  token.  What  is  true?  What  is 
not? 

A  man  is  a  freedom  fighter  in  one  light,  a  terrorist  in 
another.  One  man  represses  others  in  the  name  of  liberty, 
another  sells  weapons  to  a  tyrant  in  the  name  of  democracy. 
Ihe  bloodthirstiness  of  “smoke  ‘em  cut  conflicts  directly  with 
calls  to  “respect  the  sanctity  of  life.”  Jihad.  Crusade.  “Justice?” 
one  asks.  For  whom? 

History  has  tested  our  grandparents  in  World  War 
II;  our  parents  have  been  measured  by  Vietnam,  Nixon,  Iran- 
Contra.  Our  generation  is  next  in  line;  we  will  be  weighed  by 
our  responses  to  this  tragedy.  We  will  deal  with  the 
repercussions  of  any  action  or  lack  thereof  taken  by  the  United 
States.  Humanity’s  history  seems  more  and  more  to  be  a 
continuous  spiral  of  one  generation  explaining  its  story  and 
its  mistakes  to  the  next.  Our  parents’  history  influences, 
changes,  becomes  our  own,  and  we  are  expected  to  bear  it 
with  grace.  Once  again,  the  human  race  has  come  to  a 
crossroads;  the  chosen  path  will  define  a  generation. 

As  my  parents  discuss  this  act  of  horror  with  each 
other  and  with  me,  I  hear  another  voice  that  lies  beneath  the 
usual  tones  of  guidance  and  reassurance.  I  hear  an  admonition 
-  part  warning,  part  plea.  It  is  the  caution  that  must  enter  the 
voice  of  every  parent  as  he  or  she  speaks  about  the  events  of 
the  past  month  and  addresses  a  child’s  question  as  best  as  he 
or  she  can.  Look  carefully,  says  this  voice,  Choose  wisely.  Your 
judgment  will  be  forever. 

Our  choices  in  the  coming  days  must  reflect  not  only 
the  goals  of  the  future,  but  also  the  lessons  of  the  past.  This  is 
not  only  about  America;  this  is  about  the  world.  And  this  is 
not  only  about  justice;  this  is  about  motive. 

Let  us  encourage  questions,  let  us  encourage  debate. 
Why  is  the  word  ‘American’  a  slur  in  some  countries?  Why 
does  America  support  repressive  regimes  worldwide  in  the 
name  of  national  interest?  Why  does  the  United  States 
continue  to  act  as  a  major  arms  broker  in  an  already  dangerous 
world?  Issues  of  foreign  policy  are  not  the  only  topics  about 
which  we  must  become  well-informed.  We  live  today  in  an 
open  society.  Balancing  public  security  with  private  liberty  is 
a  demanding  task.  I,  for  one,  do  not  want  to  have  to  explain 
the  justification  for  selecting  people  of  certain  colors  and  facial 
characteristics  and  throwing  them  off  airplanes,  pulling  them 
over,  putting  them  behind  bars,  for  no  reason  beyond 
appearance  to  my  children,  just  as  my  grandparents  must 
rationalize  to  me.  The  loss  of  particular  civil  liberties  is  not 
just  ‘collateral  damage’  in  this  new  war  on  terrorism;  it  marks 
an  unexplored  realm  of  governmental  power.  The  government 
agencies  of  a  democratic  nation  should  not  have  the  capability 
to  listen  to  phone  conversations  and  monitor  electronic  mail 
without  probable  cause  and  the  permission  of  an  informed 
judge.  They  should  not  have  the  ability  to  detain  legal  foreign 
nationals  indefinitely  and  without  cause.  The  federal 
government  of  a  democratic  nation  should  not  have  the 
capacity  to  assassinate  individuals.  The  civil  liberties  we 
sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  war  may  return  to  us  changed.  And 
when  they  do,  it  may  already  be  too  late.  Living  in  a  democracy 
means  having  freedoms  all  of  the  time,  not  just  when  they  are 
easy  and  convenient. 

Surely  and  deliberately  history  steps  onward,  writing 
our  story  in  the  sand.  Ever  shifting,  ever  changing,  blown  by 
the  winds  of  politics  and  public  opinion,  the  story  of  our 
choices  will  erode  until  only  a  diamond-hard  nugget  of  truth 
emerges.  1  here  will  never  be  an  end  to  this  part  of  our  past, 
just  another  link  in  the  chain.  We  have  a  responsibility  to  set 
an  example  for  the  future,  to  act  in  the  best  interest  not  of 
some,  but  of  all.  We  must  listen,  watch,  and  question.  Take 
the  lessons  learned  by  our  ancestors  and  apply  this  knowledge 
in  the  best  interest  of  our  descendants.  Ask  why.  To  solve  the 
problems  faced  today  in  the  wake  of  this  American  disaster, 
we  must  face  the  past  full  on,  without  shutting  our  eyes,  and 
turn  again  to  the  future. 
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A  Typical  Sixie  Day 

The  Beginning  of  the  End 

By  Kristine  Xue,  VI 

Contributing  Writer 

By  Denise  Whall,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

After  a  week  of  school,  everything  is  great.  I 
am  never  late  for  class  again.  I  don’t  get  lost 
so  easily,  and  the  homework  load  isn't  as  much 
as  I  expect  it  to  be.  Life  isn’t  all  that  bad. 
School  is  fun  now.  I  don’t  think  I’ll  ever  think 
of  transferring. 


I  can’t  use  my  locker  even  if  I  want  to. 
I  have  to  get  used  to  my  schedule.  I 
don’t  know  what  books  I  can  leave  in 
my  locker.  Hey!  That  was  another  bell. 
Is  rhat  the  lunch  bell  or  the  bell  for 
the  next  class?  I’m  going  to  fail  at  this 
school!  What  am  I  going  to  do?  I 
already  have  too  much  homework;  I 
am  lost  and  I. .  .Wait,  there’s  a  teacher! 
Maybe  I  can  ask  him.  Finally,  I  find 
the  music  room.  I  hope  I’m  not  too 
late.  I  rush  into  the  room  to  find 
myself  with  my  classmates  and  a  nice 
teacher.  She  smiles  and  asks  me  to  sit 
down.  I  don’t  get  in  trouble  after  all. 


What  was  that  bell  for?  Am  I  late? 
Where  am  I?  I  don’t  understand  my  schedule! 
Help!  I  stumble  through  the  first  day  of 
school,  being  late  for  every  class.  I  think  I 
already  received  an  F  in  conduct  for  being  late. 
Anyway,  back  to  my  schedule.  I’m  lost.  Should 
I  ask  that  senior  over  there?  No,  he’ll 
punch  the  guts  out  of  me.  Where  is 
the  fourth  floor  then?  Why  is  this 
school  so  confusing?  That  reminds  me. 

My  back  and  shoulders  are  killing  me. 


It  seemed  a  little  intangible  as  I 
walked  into  school  for  my  last  first  day  at  BLS 
that  my  triends  and  I  were,  at  last,  seniors. 
We  mechanically  sat  in  the  senior  section  of 
the  dining  hall  and  small-talked  about  how 
our  summers  had  been  and  how  we  once  again 

had  a  delight¬ 
ful  extended 
homeroom 
period  to 
look  forward 
to.  I  remem¬ 
ber  thinking 
at  one  time 
that  seniors 
were  distant, 
intimidating 
people  who 
were  too  tied 
up  in  their 
own  little 
worlds  to  care 
about  the 
lower 
classmen 
whom  they 


dominated  so  much  in  sports,  clubs,  and  other 
extracurricular  activities.  But  after  several 
discussions  about  how  very  strange  it  is  to  be 
the  oldest  students  in  the  school,  I  realize  that 
our  position  is  two-fold;  we  are  the  responsible 
students  in  charge,  who  organize  events,  while 
still  being,  alas,  students  pressured  by  tests, 
homework,  discipline,  extracurricular 
activities  (with  our  added  college-related 
responsibilities),  just  like  we  have  always  been. 
Looking  back  on  my  last  first  day,  during 
which  the  whole  senior  class  made  the 
transition  to  a  new  level  of  studentdom,  on 
the  last  few  weeks,  during  which  we  had  to 
run  around  finding  teachers  to  write  college 
recommendations,  getting  younger  swimmers 
on  the  bus,  and  joining  the  Student 
Communication  Team,  I  have  mixed  feelings. 
From  sleep  deprivation,  to  total  camaraderie 
with  my  classmates,  to  the  exciting  (and  very 
intimidating)  knowledge  that  I  have  one  more 
year  and  then  I’m  gone,  to  empathy  for 
underclassmen  (but  the  desire  for  additional 
privileges),  senior  year  promises  to  be  an 
interesting,  if  not  extremely  emotional  time. 


Class  Rank  Ranks  Last,  Flunks  Out 


By  Hana  Yoo,  II 

Assistant  Forum  Editor 

Can  it  be  true?  Can  it  be  that  our  purple  and  white 
school  is  embarking  on  a  new  era  with  the  disappearance  of 
rank?  That  we  will  no  longer  pit  students  against  each  other, 
which  not  only  kindles  the  proper  BLS  “competitive  spirit’’ 
but  also  fans  the  flames  of  resentment  and  already  considerable 
stress?  I  was  waiting  in  dread  for  people  to  ask  me  over  the 
next  two  years,  “Hey,  what’s  your  rank?”  so  my  relief  is  great 
at  this  newly  instituted  change.  As  a  member  of  the  class  of 
2003,  I  know  how  narrowly  my  grade  has  escaped  the  class 
rank  system,  and  I  wholeheartedly  applaud  the  Boston  Latin 
School  administration  for  abolishing  it.  It  is  really  a  step  in 
the  right  direction,  a  step  toward  making  our  school 
community  more  cohesive. 

Human  beings  compete  with  one  another  to 
survive,  as  they  always  have.  There  is  a  kind  of  natural  selection 
that  goes  on  at  all  levels  of  life,  and  our  school  is  no  exception. 
In  fact,  Boston  Latin  School  exemplifies  Darwin’s  theory  of 
evolution,  if  only  using  the  narrow  gauge  of  grades  to  measure 
success  in  school.  Having  been  taught  from  a  young  age  to 


“be  Number  One,”  many  students  compare  themselves  to  their 
peers  endlessly,  wondering  how-and  whether-they  measure 
up.  Academically,  there  is  plenty  of  fodder  for  comparison, 
even  sans  class  rank,  such  as  the  rigor  of  curriculum,  test  scores, 
report  cards,  standardized  testing,  and  academic  contests.  The 
journey  through  this  school  is  an  arduous  one  for  all.  Take  a 
look  at  the  huge  backpacks  that  people,  not  exclusively  sixies, 
lug  around,  at  those  who  doze  off  periodically  during  class 
due  to  chronic  sleep  deprivation,  at  the  students  who  abruptly 
burst  into  tears  or  go  about  with  tense,  worried  expressions.  It 
is  not  easy  to  keep  one’s  head  above  water,  since  each  and 
every  student  has  a  life  outside  of  school. 

As  a  9-B  student,  I  was  very  concerned  about  my 
classes  my  first  year  here.  I  agonized  about  being  a  year  behind 
most  of  my  classmates  in  my  language  classes,  Latin  and 
Spanish.  Many  9-B  students  start  out  with  Algebra  1  in  the 
ninth  grade  and  therefore  have  only  a  marginal  chance  to  make 
it  into  math  honors.  Why  was  I  so  worried  about  being  a  year 
behind  my  classmates?  If  I  were  smart  enough,  and  diligent 
about  my  schoolwork,  wouldn’t  I  be  able  to  catch  up  and  gain 
admission  to  the  most  challenging  courses?  Was  I  really  so 
desperate  to  satisfy  my  intellectual  curiosity?  The  reason  for 


my  unease  was  simple:  class  rank.  I  wanted  every  advantage 
my  peers  (who  had  come  to  BLS  in  the  seventh  grade)  had, 
but  not  to  learn  or  to  expand  my  store  of  knowledge,  only  so 
that  my  point  total  would  be  higher.  My  experience  is  by  no 
means  unique;  I  know  many  people  take  classes  purely  “for 
the  credit,”  choosing  their  classes  carefully  to  maximize  the 
credit  they  receive. 

I  want  to  be  judged  on  my  individual  merit,  not 
in  relation  to  my  classmates.  Perhaps  if  I  had  a  shot  at  the  top 
20  in  my  class,  my  views  would  be  different,  but  the  reality  is 
that  I  do  not,  and  I  would  much  rather  remain  in  blessed 
ignorance  about  my  exact  rank.  Besides,  the  idea  of  being  a 
number  does  not  appeal  to  me.  It  strikes  me  as  horribly 
impersonal,  for  it  makes  me  feel  like  an  ant,  or  something 
even  more  insignificant.  With  the  new  system  of  Grade  Point 
Average  only,  students  will,  perhaps,  compete  against 
themselves  without  thinking  too  much  about  how  their  peers 
are  doing.  Is  that  wishful  thinking?  Will  I  live  in  dread  of  the 
question,  “Hey,  what’s  your  GPA?”  I  hope  not.  I  am  confident 
that  this  change  will  bring  good  things  in  its  wake. 


Anti-Plagiarism  Site:  The  Price  of  Honor 


By  Longjie  Dai,  II 

Graphic  Arts  Editor 

Boston  Latin  School  has  recently  turned  to  the 
website  www.turnitin.com  to  stop  the  rampant  plagiarism 
occurring  at  our  school.  For  those  of  you  who  do  not  know, 
www.turnitin.com  is  the  new  and  expensive  anti-cheating 
website  that  claims  to  “increase  classroom  trust  by  100 
percent.”  The  system  is  marketed  to  schools  that  want  to  stop 
plagiarism  in  their  English,  history,  and  science  classes.  It  does 
this  by  running  students’  papers  through  the  Internet,  and 
checking  to  see  if  the  papers  match  anything  that  has  already 
been  posted  or  published  online. 

The  system  does  not  work.  After  testing  10  fake 
essays  and  three  real  ones,  the  results  that  came  back  were  not 
at  all  promising.  Out  of  seven  essays  copied  and  pasted  directly 
off  the  Internet,  the  system  only  flagged  three  as  “blatant 
copying”  and  one  as  “questionable.”  The  three  remaining 
plagiarized  essays  passed  with  flying  colors.  Even  some  of  the 
essays  that  were  copied,  but  changed  with  some  simple 
sentence  structure  reshuffling,  passed  the  system  as  completely 
original  papers. 

As  a  plagiarism  detector,  www.turnitin.com  is  an 
incompetent  system  because  it  requires  an  exact  sentence 
match  in  order  to  register  anything  as  “plagiarized."  Typing  a 
few  sentences  into  www.google.com  and  looking  for  matches 
would  be  more  effective  in  catching  plagiarism  than  it  would 


be  to  type  them  into  www.turnitin.com  and  sit  around  waiting 
through  the  24-hour  processing  time.  Why  should  BLS  spend 
$2,000  on  a  system  that  does  not  work?  Is  it  because  the  school 
wants  to  waste  money  and  take  the  mistrust  between  students 
and  teachers  a  step  further? 

Under  the  current  plan,  all  history  students  would 
learn  how  to  use  the  site  and  send  their  research  papers  to 
www.turnitin.com  for  review.  Then,  they  would  submit  the 
site’s  results  along  with  their  papers  to  their  teachers. 

This  would  theoretically  teach  students  what 
plagiarism  is,  and  notify  them  if  they  were  plagiarizing,  giving 
them  a  chance  to  edit  and  resubmit  their  papers.  The  history 
department  itself  is  aiming  for  www.turnitin.com  to  “become 
a  resource  for  students  and  teachers.” 

Trying  to  limit  the  cheating  at  Boston  Latin  School 
is  a  good  idea,  but  a  student  who  has  copied  and  pasted  from 
the  Internet  is  not  oblivious  to  the  fact  that  he  has  cheated. 
The  Web  site  will  do  nothing  to  prevent  the  current  cheaters 
from  continuing  to  cheat.  No  simple  Web  site  is  the  answer  to 
stop  plagiarism  or  any  other  form  of  cheating.  Instead  of  always 
catching  a  student  after  he  or  she  is  caught  in  the  act,  the 
administration  should  concentrate  on  stopping  cheating  before 
it  actually  happens.  Otherwise,  students  will  only  be  angry  at 
the  fact  that  they  have  been  caught,  not  ashamed  because  they 
have  cheated. 

If  students  had  enough  enthusiasm  to  read  and  study 
the  course  material,  there  would  be  no  need  to  plagiarize  or 


use  sites  such  as  www.turnitin.com.  Students  need  to  learn 
how  to  write;  otherwise,  how  can  they  be  expected  to  do  proper 
research  and  writing  in  college  and  thereafter?  Trying  to  scare 
students  with  this  half-baked  site  does  not  achieve  anything 
besides  turning  students  into  skilled  sentence  re-arrangers. 

Some  teachers  use  simple  but  effective  methods  to 
reduce  classroom  cheating.  They  ask  students  to  simply  declare 
that  they  have  not  cheated  by  writing  out  statements  and  their 
signatures  at  the  end  of  their  reports.  Other  teachers  effectively 
guide  students  step-by-step  in  the  process  of  writing  a  research 
paper.  The  teachers  will  often  ask  students  to  bring  in  note 
cards  or  write  several  drafts  for  a  paper,  thus  eliminating  all 
possibility  of  cheating.  Such  techniques  are  much  more 
effective  and  useful  than  any  Web  site.  They  promote  honor 
and  teacher-student  trust.  They  teach  students  proper  research 
skills  and  conduct. 

Where  does  the  problem  lie?  Are  students  not 
learning  morals,  or  is  it  that  the  school  is  failing  to  teach  proper 
research  and  writing  skills  to  students?  Why  do  students  no 
longer  receive  satisfaction  from  actually  doing  the  work  in 
class?  What  should  the  school  do  about  the  cheating  problem? 
This  writer  just  knows  that  www.turnitin.com  is  certainly  not 
the  answer.  Teachers  and  administrators  should  not  consider 
a  $2000  subscription  to  www.turnitin.com.  They  should  look 
elsewhere  to  stop  plagiarism. 
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BLS  Recycles 

By  Jie  Song,  I 

Assistant  News  Editor 

Think.  Styrofoam  is  everywhere.  You  see  it  in 
microwave  boxes,  delivery  packages,  and  even  on  the  cafeteria 
tray  counters.  Now  picture  yourself  in  Europe.  You  find 
out  for  the  first  time  in  your  life  that  the  styrofoam  you 
depend  on  everyday  is  illegal!  You  ask  yourself,  “Why  would 
anyone  ban  the  use  of  such  a  useful  product?’’  The  answer? 
It’s  not  biodegradable  and  cannot  be  recycled  except  through 
toxic  melting.  If  an  entire  continent  bans  the  use  of  a  cheap, 
convenient  product  just  for  the  sake  of  saving  the 
environment,  then  you  should  realize  not  only  the  deplorable 
condition  of  the  Earth  but  also  the  importance  of  recycling. 

The  total  amount  of  waste  that  people  can  produce 
is  overwhelming.  Not  only  does  waste  come  from  the 
common  household,  but  it  is  also  produced  by  industries 
and  businesses,  which  account  for  a  lot  more  that  an  average 
household.  Because  there  is  waste,  people  must  dispose  of 
it.  The  most  popular  solutions  are  landfills  and  incinerators. 
However,  because  most  waste  after  burial  are  not  exposed  to 
air,  water,  and  bugs  and  therefore  fail  to  decompose,  landfills 
tend  to  fill  up  quickly,  forcing  the  excavation  of  new 
dumpsites.  Furthermore,  some  materials,  like  styrofoam, 
turn  into  toxic  substance  once  incinerated,  and  make 
incineration  a  dangerous  process.  Therefore,  recycling  is 
the  best  method  of  treating  some  of  the  waste.  But  in  order 
to  be  successful  at  saving  the  environment,  everyone  needs 
to  participate. 

So  what  can  you,  a  BLS  student,  do  to  help  out? 
Perhaps  you  have  seen  the  cardboard  boxes  in  each  room  or 
the  blue  barrels  in  the  dining  hall.  Their  purpose  is  solely 
for  recycling;  so  please  place  all  recyclable  items,  like  paper, 
cardboard,  and  notebooks,  inside!  In  addition  to  the 
recycling  facilities,  there  is  a  new  student-run  BLS 
organization  called  the  Student  Recycling  Initiative. 
Everyday  Tuesday  and  Thursday,  members  of  this 
organization  collect  the  paper  waste  from  the  recycle  bins. 
Soon,  their  collection  range  will  expand  to  cans  and  bottles, 
which  they  will  drive  to  a  redeemable  center,  and  the 
styrofoam  trays  in  the  cafeteria.  To  make  the  latter  part 
possible,  however,  not  only  does  the  organization  need 
student  volunteers  with  R5  studies,  but  it  also  needs  students 
to  put  the  trays  in  the  blue  barrels  or  stack  them  at  the  table 
ends.  Students  interested  in  the  Student  Recycling  Initiative 
should  report  to  the  Art  Room  in  the  West  Wing  after  school 
on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays,  and  those  who  decide  to 
participate  can  either  choose  to  have  their  hours  counted  as 
community  service  hours  or  to  be  paid  by  the  City  of  Boston. 

With  that  being  said,  be  an  activist  in  saving  the 
environment  and  take  the  initiative! 
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Wake  Up  and 

By  Erin  George,  I 

A&E  Copy  Editor 

Rain  covered  the  coffee  plants,  the  faint  aroma  of  a 
freshly  brewed  cup  drifting  from  unripe  beans.  We  wound 
our  way  through  the  Costa  Rican  plantation,  the  maze  of  paths 
eventually  returning  us  to  Orosi,  a  town  in  the  midst  of  the 
largest  coffee-producing  region  in  the  entire  country.  The 
walk  through  the  bustle  of  plants  was  exotic,  with  emerald 
vegetation  and  comforting  smells  surrounding  us  every  step 
of  the  way.  “ Paraiso ,”  my  homestay  mother  whispered  to  me. 
Paradise. 

No  sooner  had  she  murmured  the  word  that  a  sight 
befell  us  and  shattered  the  thought  entirely.  Amid  a  group  of 
shady  trees  was  a  cinderblock  shack  surrounded  by  rusty 
barbed  wire  and  guarded  by  an  emaciated  mutt.  The  stench 
of  rotting  garbage  clung  to  the  air.  I  peered  through  a  broken 
gate  and  saw  a  little  girl  waddling  around  in  the  mud,  clad  in 
a  soiled  rag  diaper.  A  woman  rushed  out  of  the  hovel  with  a 
clean  cloth,  slowing  as  she  realized  we  were  watching.  She 
timidly  waved  and  smiled,  displaying  a  mouthful  of  broken 
teeth.  My  Tico  mother  hurried  us  past,  apologizing  for  those 
whom  she  called  the  “dirty  pickers.”  Ten  minutes  later,  we 
were  back  in  the  affluent  San  Jose  suburb  from  which  we  came. 

This  incident,  forever  seared  into  my  memory,  kicked 
off  my  interest  in  the  coffee  industry.  The  research  I  did 
eventually  led  me  to  the  concept  of  fair  trade,  opposite  in 
meaning  to  the  free  trade  that  a  small  percentage  of  this  earth 
truly  enjoys.  Coffee  is  the  second  most  traded  commodity  in 
world,  with  oil  being  the  first.  Worldwide  sales  were  estimated 
to  be  $55  billion  in  2000.  The  United  States  alone  consumes 
over  one-third  of  the  world’s  coffee  bean  supply;  it  is 
conveniently  home  to  the  four  multinational  companies 
dominating  the  industry— Proctor  and  Gamble,  Phillip  Morris, 
the  Sara  Lee  Corporation,  and  Nestle  —  which  control  60 
percent  of  U.S.  retail  sales  and  40  percent  of  sales  worldwide. 
Here’s  the  catch:  for  every  pound  of  coffee  sold  in  the  United 
States,  ranging  from  a  $2.69,  13-ounce  can  of  Folgers  to  a 
pound  of  Starbucks  beans  for  $8.49,  farmers  reap  less  than  35 
cents  per  pound,  and  bean  pickers,  less  than  14  cents.  Why  is 
this?  Like  many  other  products  traded  in  this  world,  the  line 
from  producer  to  consumer  is  anything  but  straight. 
“Coyotes,”  or  the  middlemen  between  the  two,  own  every 
step  of  the  way.  These  are  the  brokers,  the  processors,  the 
creditors,  and  the  exporters  of  coffee,  all  looking  to  get  a  cut 
of  the  trade.  The  World  Trade  Organization,  initially 
established  to  regulate  global  markets,  supports  the  idea  of 
free  trade  and  facilitates  the  importation  and  exportation  of 
international  products.  This  means  that  people  are  allowed 
to  get  in  on  the  trading  process  of  goods  due  to  the  lack  of 
trading  barriers  such  as  high  tariffs  and  socially  conscientious 
purchasers.  In  fact,  the  WTO  has  refused  to  address  the  impact 
office  trade  on  labor  rights,  blocking  potential  solutions  to 


Smell  the  Coffee 

labor  abuses  by  ruling:  “It  is  illegal  for  a  government  to  ban  a 
product  based  on  the  way  it  is  produced.”  The  statement  strips 
away  the  right  for  a  government  to  regulate  products  on  the 
basis  of  child  labor  and  poor  wages.  Our  government  is  in 
full  support  of  free  trade,  having  signed  the  North  American 
Free  Trade  Agreement  (NAFTA)  in  1994  with  Canada  and 
Mexico. 

An  answer  to  the  free  trade  chaos  comes  with  the 
Fair  Trade  Movement.  The  philosophy  behind  this  action  is 
to  purchase  goods  directly  from  the  producer  and  then  ship 
the  produce  to  retailers  and  processors,  who  will  charge  decent 
money  for  the  sale.  The  Fair  Trade  Movement  has  enjoyed 
small  victories  on  the  coffee  market,  establishing  cooperatives 
with  plantation  owners,  farmers,  and  pickers  to  buy  beans 
directly,  giving  farmers  up  to  $1.26  per  pound  (nearly  four 
times  the  previous  price)  and  a  salary  above  the  poverty  line 
to  pickers.  The  Fair  Trade  Movement  is  struggling  with  three 
major  hurdles:  contact  cannot  always  be  made  with  coffee 
workers  due  to  the  nearly  impenetrable  force  of  “coyotes” 
wholly  upon  the  cushy  economic  benefits,  major  coffee 
retailers  who  do  not  purchase  Fair  Trade  coffee,  and  consumers 
skeptical  of  the  prices.  The  struggle  with  “coyotes"  will  always 
be  an  exhausting  process  while  free  trade  stands.  Starbucks, 
under  pressure  from  the  Fair  Trade  Movement,  currently  sells 
Fair  Trade  beans  for  retail  sale  but  not  in  their  coffee  blends. 
The  Randolph,  Massachusetts-based  Dunkin  Donuts  has 
3,800  franchises  nationwide  and  sells  the  most  cups  of  coffee 
in  America,  two  million  a  day.  They  buy  no  Fair  Trade  coffee 
and  admitted  in  a  July  Boston  Globe  article  on  coffee  that  they 
have  little  knowledge  as  to  where  their  coffee  originates.  There 
are  many  retailers,  such  as  Equal  Exchange  in  Canton, 
Massachusetts  and  Coffee  Kids  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island 
who  do  sell  FairTrade  coffee.  The  number  of  fair  trade  retailers 
is  steadily  increasing.  The  coffee  sells  under  a  variety  of  brand 
names,  carrying  the  “Fair  Trade  Certified”  labels,  and 
consumers  pay  about  the  same  price  per  pound  as  they  would 
for  organic  or  gourmet  beans. 

“Whether  we  buy  it  off  the  supermarket  shelf  or  have 
it  ground  to  order  at  the  corner  cafe,  the  choices  we  make 
about  our  coffee  affect  farmers  a  continent  away,”  says  Cary 
Hanson  of  Hope  magazine.  Americans  are  coffee  fanatics. 
Most  have  probably  never  thought  of  where  their  coffee  comes 
from  and  many  probably  forget  that  the  steaming  decaffeinated 
brew  once  came  from  beans  that  had  to  be  picked,  processed, 
packaged,  and  sold.  The  first  step  toward  change  is  educating 
ourselves  about  how  the  products  we  wear  and  consume  are 
made.  Who  knew  coffee,  a  staple  in  many  of  our  diets,  is 
entangled  in  these  moral  and  ethical  dilemmas?  I  djdn’t  until 
I  saw  the  bottom  of  the  poverty  barrel  this  past  summer.  So 
before  you  pop  into  Dunkie’s  for  that  Java  fix,  or  Starbucks 
for  an  evening  latte,  think  about  who  might  have  toiled  to 
bring  you  the  cup. 
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Bv  James  Zhen,  II 

Contributing  Writer 

There  is  a  welcomed  addition  to  the  BLS  arts 
curriculum  this  year.  Thanks  to  Mr.  Pitts, 
phot  ography  classes  are  offered  to  any  student 
interested.  A  very  qualified  photography  teacher  has 
joined  our  BLS  family,  and  the  lonely  darkroom, 
having  collected  dust  in  the  West  Wing  for  over  a  year, 
is  finally  going  to  be  used. 

The  classes  are  taught  by  Andrew  Warren,  an 
affable  photographer  who  has  taught  at  Wellesley 
College,  the  University  of  New  Hampshire,  and  the 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts  School  for  several  years.  He  is 
quite  informative  about  anything  related  to 
photography,  and,  upon  meeting  him,  it  is  very 
apparent  that  he  enjoys  teaching  the  art.  Mr.  Warren, 
who  prefers  to  be  called  Andrew,  received  his  Master 
at  Fine  Arts  in  Photo  and  Video  from  the  MFA 
School/Tufts  University  in  1997.  What  brought  him 
to  BLS  is  not  just  the  school’s  distinguished 
reputation,  but  his  desire  to  teach  classes  daily  as  well. 
Andrew  seems  to  like  the  idea  that  he’s  the  first 
photography  teacher  to  work  at  BLS  in  the  vast  366 
year  history  of  the  school.  Most  students  aren’t 
aware  that  the  school  has  a  darkroom.  We  do!  The 
school's  darkroom  is  located  just  inside  516,  and  it’s 
pretty  well-equipped.  Although  rather  small,  the  room 


can  be  used  by  about  nine  students  at  a  time,  under 
the  supervision  of  Andrew,  who  provides  students  with 
a  learning  environment  unlike  anywhere  else  in  the 
school.  The  darkroom  is  truthfully  the  most  unique. 


A  SMALL  SELECTION  OF  PHOTOGRAPHY  EQUIPMENT 
AVAILABLE  AT  BLS 


if  not  the  coolest,  classroom  in  the  entire  school. 

Learning  how  to  use  the  darkroom  is  only  one 
of  the  goals  of  this  class.  The  primary  goal  is  for  the 
students  to  develop  their  skills  as  photographers  by 
learning  from  their  own  mistakes,  with  the  teacher 
acting  as  a  guide.  As  Andrew  puts  it,  he  wants  his 
students  to  “learn  to  fail  better.”  Photographers 
usually  have  to  go  through  several  shots  of  the  same 


object  at  different  angles  and  light  before  they  get 
their  perfect  shot.  As  a  result  of  this  trial  and  error 
process,  photography  can  be  very  expensive.  Luckily 
for  students  taking  the  class,  the  fee  for  taking  the 
class  covers  the  necessary  chemicals  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  darkroom  for  the  entire  year, 
supplying  each  student  with  ten  rolls  of  black  and 
white  film  and  some  photo  paper.  Additional  supplies 
are  available  to  students  at  a  greatly  reduced  price  if 
they  join  the  photography  club. 

A  major  necessity  for  the  class  is,  of  course, 
the  camera.  Students  in  the  class  are  encouraged  to 
use  fully  manual  SLR  (Single  Lens  Reflex)  cameras. 
Those  are  the  big,  expensive  cameras  that  you  see 
professional  photographers  carry  around.  In  this 
modern  world  of  convenience,  most  people 
unfortunately  own  point-and-shoot  cameras,  and  are 
unable  to  afford  a  SLR  with  manual  controls. 
Fortunately,  the  school  comes  to  their  rescue  once 
again.  There  are  basic  cameras,  called  LOMOS, 
available  to  students,  and  the  renting  one  is  included 
in  the  class  fee.  Photography  brings  new  life  to  the 
arts  at  BLS  with  much  panache.  This  new  elective  for 
students  breaks  the  boundaries  of  the  old  BLS  art 
curriculum,  which  was  comprised  of  the  ubiquitous 
music  and  art  courses.  This  bold  new  step  towards 
modernization  is  one  deserving  great  praise  and 
admiration. 


Wolftones  Howl  At  BLS  Free  Art  Programs 


By  Lily  Mooney,  III 

Staff  Writer 


By  Caitlin  Allen,  I 

Staff  Writer 


In  the  Arts  Wing  here  at  BLS,  the  music  and  drama  bulletin  boards  sport  numerous 
flyers  and  posters  offering  loads  of  new  opportunities  for  the  students  here,  both  inside  and 
outside  school  -  music  lessons,  play  auditions,  and  others.  Among  them  you  might  have  seen 
a  modest  purple  flyer  asking  for  male  singers,  for  an  up-and-coming  singing  group,  the  BLS 
Wolftones.  The  Wolftones?  Who  are  these  guys?  You’ve  probably  thought  to  yourself,  if  you’ve 
even  stopped  to  read  the  flyer.  Well,  if  you  don’t  know  the  answer  to  the  question  right  now, 
you’re  going  to. 

The  group  itself  is  still  being  put  together,  under  the  direction  of  Sean  Ryan  (BLS 
class  of  ’98,  Harvard  class  of  ’03).  Sean,  while  attending  BLS,  wasn’t  satisfied  with  the 
opportunities/groups  for  singers,  especially  for  guys.  However,  things  changed  -  at  college,  he 
was  exposed  to  more  high-quality  groups  (for  example,  the  Harvard  Krokodiloes,  to  which 
Sean  has  belonged)  a  chance  that  he  would  have  liked  to  get  at  Latin.  He  wants  to  give  guys 
here  that  chance  -  also,  he  believes  “that  [BLS]  needs  a  tradition  of  guys  uniting  and  singing.” 
Not  to  sound  like  someone’s  grandfather,  but  he  wants  to  give  guys  at  Latin  the  opportunities 
he  didn’t  have. 

According  to  Sean,  the  Wolftones  will  be  an  all-male  singing  group,  of  about  12- 
1 6  members.  Sean’s  part  as  music  director  involves  choosing/writing  the  music  for  the  group, 
as  well  as  conducting  the  rehearsals  and  teaching  the  arrangements.  “I'd  envisioned  the  group 
singing  the  best  of  male  rock,  pop,  Motown,  soul  and  R&B  from  50’s  doo-wop  to  present 
day  (but  not  teeny-bopper  stuff),”  says  Sean.  In  addition,  there’ll  be  some  light  choreography 
(“think  the  sort  of  dancing  and  snapping  the  Temptations  used  to  do”).  Sean  cites  the  Beatles, 
Boyz  II  Men,  Doris  Troy,  and  Marvin  Gaye  as  some  of  the  music  they’ll  be  singing.  He’s  also 
planning  “a  traditional  Scottish  ballad  that  I  hope  will  become  the  group’s  signature  song.” 
This  group  will  appeal  to  many  different  tastes  -  good  tastes,  at  that.  The  Wolftones  will 
make  their  debut  performance  in  BLS’s  holiday  show  -  keep  an  eye  out  for  them. 

Though  plans  are  still  tentative  while  the  group  is  being  formed,  when  things  get 
going  the  Wolftones  may  be  collaborating  with  groups  in  and  out  of  BLS.  There  is  a  group  at 
Roxbury  Latin,  which  could  possibly  mean  a  joint  concert.  Also,  more  likely  than  not  our 
Wolftones  will  develop  a  “friendly”  rivalry  with  Roxbury  Latin  -  everyone  knows  we  BLS 
students  thrive  on  competition.  Inside  school,  there  are  many  opportunities  to  collaborate  - 
from  the  various  instrumental  groups  to  this  year’s  Drama  Club  musical,  Little  Shop  of 
Horrors. 

This  is  a  new  and  promising  opportunity  for  male  singers  at  our  school  -  but  also 
something  for  anyone  here  at  Latin  to  look  forward  to.  At  our  holiday  show  we’re  sure  to  see 
what  Latin’s  male  singers  are  really  made  of,  and  we’ll  see  their  true  talent.  If  Sean  gets  what 
he  wants,  years  from  now  the  Wolftones  will  be  a  well  respected,  greatly  entertaining  group 
for  its  listeners,  and  a  serious,  sought-after  chance  for  guys  who  want  to  sing. 


Ever  hear  of  Suskind  Young  At  Arts?  If  not,  it’s  probably  because  Boston’s  greatest 
arts  opportunity  for  teens  is  one  of  its  best-kept  secrets.  SYAA  is  the  educational  outreach 
initiative  at  the  Wang  Center,  the  largest  theatre  in  New  England.  Young  At  Arts  offers 
both  long  and  short-term  programs  in  the  visual,  literary  and  performing  arts  for  students, 
educators,  and  community  groups.  And  another  bonus?  The  programs  are  all  free!  Dr. 
Maurice  Vanderpol  founded  the  Walter  Suskind  Memorial  Fund  in  1988,  which  provides 
the  funding  for  SYAA  in  honor  of  Walter  Suskind,  a  Dutch  Jew  who  was  an  undecorated 
hero  of  World  War  II.  Suskind  was  selected  by  the  Germans  to  run  a  deportation  center  for 
Jewish  families.  He  managed  to  secretly  slip  more  than  1,  200  children  out  of  the  building 
and  find  them  shelter  with  sympathetic  Dutch  families.  The  Vanderpols,  survivors  of  the 
Holocaust  themselves,  heard  his  story  and  wanted  to  create  a  tribute  to  Walter  Suskind’s 
bravery. 

SYAA  offers  both  long  and  short-term  student  programs.  Long  term  opportunities 
run  from  two  to  three  months;  SYAA’s  2-day  workshops  correspond  with  a  particular  show 
playing  at  the  Wang  or  Shubert  Theatre,  and  include  a  trip  to  see  a  performance  of  that 
show.  There  are  several  approaching  programs  in  the  fall/winter  season.  BroadWays  is  a 
long-term  after-school  program  for  high  school  students  that  incorporates  many  aspects  of 
theatre,  including  singing,  dancing,  and  scene  writing  and  concludes  with  a  final  performance 
at  the  end  of  the  program.  BroadWays  runs  from  January  to  May.  The  deadline  for 
applications  is  5:00pm  January  2,  2002.  Another  long-term  program  from  SYAA  is  the 
Paul  A.  Kaplan  Critic’s  Circle,  a  critical  writing  program  lor  those  in  grades  1 1  and  12, 
established  in  memory  of  writer  and  film  producer  Paul  A.  Kaplan.  Participants  attend 
several  Boston-area  shows  and  then  write  reviews  ol  these  shows  that  are  published  in  certain 
local  newspapers,  as  well  as  learn  about  critical  writing  and  acquire  knowledge  of  many 
aspects  of  the  theatre.  Session  1  has  already  begun,  but  applications  will  soon  be  accepted 
for  Session  2,  which  begins  January  29  and  ends  April  23,  2002.  An  essay  as  well  as  a  group 
interview  are  required  or  this  and  all  long-term  programs  at  SYAA. 

SYAA  has  one  more  short-term  workshop  coming  up  this  season  as  well.  The 
Cinderella  Storytelling  Workshop,  open  to  5th-8th  grade  students,  focuses  on  storytelling 
and  character  building.  This  workshop  will  be  held  January  1 5  and  1 7,  2002,  and  includes 
a  trip  to  see  a  performance  of  Rodger’s  and  Hammerstein’s  Cinderella  at  the  Wang  Theatre. 
The  deadline  for  applications  is  December  14,  2001.  For  information  and  brochures/ 
applications,  those  interested  can  contact  any  of  SYAA’s  Student  Liasons  here  at  BLS:  Caitlin 
Allen-304,  Katarina  Yee-125,  or  Celia  Ho- 125;  or  Faith  Imafidon,  135,  one  of  the  Wang 
Center’s  Teen  Ambassadors.  Potential  participants  can  email  Allyson  Burley  as  well,  SYAA’s 
Student  Programs  Coordinator,  at  aburley@wangcenter.org  ,  or  visit  the  Wang  Center’s 
Web  Site,  www.wangcenter.org  (applications  can  also  be  downloaded  from  this  site). 


Entertainment  Industry  Pays  “Tribute  to  Heroes” 


By  Katarina  Yee,  I 

Arts  &  Entertainment  Editor 
What  was  meant  to  tear  our  nation  apart  brought 
us  together.  Our  national  unity  since  September  1 1  was 
further  demonstrated  on  September  21,  when  superstars 
from  the  entertainment  industry  supported  an 
unprecedented  telethon  that  raised  over  1 50  million  dollars. 
This  simulcast  event  aired  on  over  30  television  channels 
and  8,000  radio  stations  for  the  primary  purpose  of  paying 
tribute  to  the  heroes  of  the  horrendous  acts  of  terrorism  and 
raising  money  for  the  families  of  the  victims. _ 


The  evening  began  with  Bruce  Springsteen,  singing  his 
melancholy  song,  “My  City  of  Ruins”  on  a  candlelit  stage, 
followed  by  a  few  words  from  Tom  Hanks.  This  commercial- 
free  event  took  to  that  pattern  for  the  rest  of  the  night:  a 
musical  performance  and  then  a  movie  or  television  stars 
recapitulation  of  a  hero’s  story  or  encouragement  to  stand 
united.  Stevie  Wonder,  U2,  Paul  Simon,  Alicia  Keyes,  Sting, 
Neil  Young,  Wyclefjean,  Reba  McIntyre,  Mariah  Carey,  and 
Billy  Joel  were  among  the  musical  performers.  Movie  and 
television  entertainers  included  Robin  Williams,  Will  Smith 
with  Muhammad  Ali,  Jim  Carrey,  Julia  Roberts, 


CalistaFlockhart,  Sarah  Jessica  Parker,  Conan  O’Brien,  Chris 
Rock,  and  Robert  DeNiro.  The  program  also  displayed 
footage  of  stars  taking  telephone  pledges.  For  the  grand 
finale  of  the  program,  stars  backed  up  Willie  Nelson,  singing 
“America,  the  Beautiful.” 

“America:  A  Tribute  to  Heroes”  was  the  conception  of 
four  television  executives:  Sandy  Grushow  of  Fox,  Leslie 
Moonves  of  CBS,  Scott  Sassa  of  NBC,  and  Alex  Wallau  of 
ABC.  The  event  took  place  in  LA,  New  York,  and  London, 
and  was  seen  in  more  than  1 50  countries. 
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Arts  Spotlight 


Alexandra  Ales  si 


By  Madeline  Hale  Sedovic,  I 

Arts  &  Entertainment  Editor 

Who  is  Alexandra  Alessi?  Well,  Alexandra,  who 
prefers  to  be  called  Alex,  is  a  petite  (5’1")  senior  at  Boston 
Latin  with  a  whole  slew  of  art  activities  and  achievements. 
The  daughter  of  two  artists,  she  has  been  greatly  impressed 
by  her  parents.  Although  not  eager  to  be  quoted,  Alex 
says,  “I  was  brought  up  going  to  museums  and  galleries 
and  was  always  drawing  and  appreciating  art.  I  always  loved 
art  and  wanted  to  be  an  artist  since  I  was  little  because  of 
the  influence  of  my  parents.” 

Alex  seems  to  possess  an  infinite  number  of  art- 
related  activities,  including  volunteer  work,  classes  and 
projects.  As  a  child,  she  participated  in  Saturday  Studios, 
an  art  class  at  the  Eliot  School  in  Jamaica  Plain,  and 
continued  this  program  until  middle  school.  She  entered 
a  mural  painting  class  at  the  at  the  Eliot  in  eighth  grade. 
During  February  vacation  of  ninth  grade,  Alex  sheepishly 
admits  involvement  in  “Extreme  Fashion  Week”  at 
Massachusetts  College  of  Art,  a  five  day  course  centered 
around  fashion  design,  producing  a  fashion  show  at  the 
end.  From  ninth  until  eleventh  grade,  Alex  was  involved 
in  after  school  classes  at  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  six  hours 
a  week.  The  summer  before  her  junior  year  and  during 
after  school,  Alex  was  part  of  the  Mural  Crew,  a  group  of 
local  teenagers  who  pain  murals  throughout  the  city  to 
improve  the  aesthetics  of  Boston.  In  addition,  she  took  a 
figure  drawing  class  on  Saturdays.  She  is  currently  a 
member  of  the  two-year  Art  AP  course  at  Latin  and  is  taking 
a  photography  course  at  the  Art  Institute  of  Boston  at  Lesley 
College.  You  may  also  have  seen  several  of  her  pieces  in 
past  editions  of  The  Register. 

This  past  summer,  Alex  ventured  to  Israel  for  a 
six  week  trip  with  American  and  Israeli  teenagers  that 
combined  activities  in  the  arts,  community  service  and 
hiking.  The  art  contact  ranged  from  workshops  to  visiting 
museums  to  meeting  Israeli  artists.  She  boasts  of  a 
community  service  project  in  which  her  group  transformed 
a  disheveled  playground  into  a  colorful  and  fun  place  for 
kids  to  play.  To  do  this,  her  group  painted  much  of  the 
area  and  built  a  child-friendly  dragon  with  spots  out  of 
cement.  She  calls  this  experience  one  of  the  best  and  most 
broadening  ol  her  life. 

With  so  much  talent,  is  there  any  wonder  why 
Alex  Alessi  plans  to  pursue  art  in  the  future?  She  hopes  to 
study  a  variety  of  subjects  in  college,  such  as  anthropology 
and  Hebrew,  but  knows  that  her  main  focus  will  be  the 
study  and  production  of  art. 

Alex  has  not  yet  decided  on  her  favorite  medium. 
She  has  drawn,  painted,  sculpted,  and  photographed,  but 
is  still  experimenting  with  all  forms  of  art  and  hopes  to  do 
more  exploration  in  college.  What  she  has  decided  is  that 
people-  their  faces,  emotions,  and  the  human  figure  are 
her  lavorite  subjects.  For  her  concentration  for  the  AP 
portfolio  she  hopes  to  create  a  series  of  portraits  that  also 
convey  her  emotions. 

Alex’s  interests  extend  far  beyond  the  realm  of  art. 
She  continues  involvement  in  Homework  Assistance 
Program  (HAP)  which  she  joined  as  a  junior.  The  program 
is  based  at  the  Hyde  Park  Public  Library,  where  she  works 
as  a  mentor  to  young  children.  Alex  spends  much  of  her 
time  eating  soup  and  ceaselessly  advocating  the  movies  The 
Last  Unicorn  and  The  Dark  Crystal ,  not  to  mention  her 
lavorite  of  all  Crouching  Tiger,  Hidden  Dragon.  And  it’s 
rare  you  could  ever  find  this  girl  without  a  smile  on  her 
face. 

She  effortlessly  creates  masterpieces  while  grinning 
and  juggling  a  hectic  schedule  to  boot.  It’s  clear  that  Alex 
is  on  a  successful  and  praiseworthy  path.  So  when  you  see 
Ms.  Alessi  walking  down  the  hall  with  a  portfolio  twice 
the  size  of  her  body,  don’t  overlook  this  petite  girl,  for  her 
talents  are  immense.  There  is  no  question  that  little  Alex 
Alessi  is  off  to  some  big  places. 


Drama  Club  Update 


By  Adam  Finelli,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

The  200 1  -2002  season  of  the  BLS  Drama  Club  marks 
a  new  era  for  theater  at  Boston  Latin  School.  We  begin  with  the 
absence  of  producers  John  Gass,  Alison  Jolly  and  Kaitlyn  Jolly, 
all  of  whom  have  left  us  with  great  expectations  to  meet  and  an 
enormous  gap  to  fill.  Along  with  the  three  traditional  center 
stage  productions  and  the  third  year  of  the  Yellow  Submarine 
Improve  troupe,  the  fall  brings  us  new  changes,  events  and  people. 
From  absurd  families  to  talking  plants,  2001-02  is  turning  out  to 
be  an  incredibly  exciting  and  eventful  year. 

Filling  in  for  last  year’s  titans  are  Jack  Ferris  (I),  Marcus 
Stacey  (II),  Faith  Imafidon  (II)  and  Tommy  O’Malley  (I)  who, 
along  with  Adam  Finelli  (I),  will  make  up  a  specialized  producing 
team.  Jack,  “  Wizard  of  Zo’  creator  and  co-Beatle  of  the  Yellow 
Submarines  will  be  the  “fringe  manager”  and  is  in  charge  of  all 
happenings  and  groups  such  as  the  improv  troupe  itself.  Acting 
vet.  Marcus  Stacey  acts  as 
“publicity  manager  ”,  Faith 
Imafidon  carries  the  title  of 
“group  facilitator”  (  in 
charge  of  running 
producer  meetings), 

Tommy  O’Malley  will 
help  raise  and  keep  track 
of  moneyas  “treasurer”  and 
Adam  Finelli  will  stand  by 
for  mainstage  directors  as  “mainstage  producer”.  Liz  Johnson  will 
be  the  house  manager  and  Robert  Timmerman  will  be  taking  an 
apprentice  under  his  wing  as  lighting  and  sound  guru. 

The  BLS  drama  club  is  very  excited  to  announce  the 
addition  of  two  new  advisors,  Dyane  Kimball  and  John  Baker. 
Dyana  comes  straight  from  the  “Boston  Directors  Lab”,  an 
organization  dedicated  to  providing  resources  and  guidance  to 
directors  in  and  around  Boston.  Here,  she’ll  play  a  similar  role  as 
“Artistic  Advisor”;  helping  out  directors  and  providing  info  about 
outside  opportunities  for  anyone.  John  Baker  (00’),  director  of 
2000’s  “Adaptation  ”,  returns  from  college  as  “Alumn  Advisor"  to 
look  over  the  shoulder  of  directors  and  join  the  producers  in 
managing  the  club.  We  look  forward  to  working  with  both  of 
them,  and  are  grateful  for  their  help. 

To  start  off  the  year  is  “You  Can’t  Take  it  With  You”, 
directed  by  Elizabeth  Johnson  (I).  Liz,  along  with  assistant  director 


Tasha  Ramanayake  (III)  and  stage  manager  Erin  George  (I)  will 
this  zany  and  broad  comedy  with  a  cast  and  crew  diverse  in  age 
and  experience.  Anyone  unsure  about  this  “diversity”  is  invited 
to  watch  actors  from  sixes  to  seniors  share  the  same  stage  and  put 
on  this  hilarious  blockbuster  comedy. 

Toast.  Linear  equations.  Cheese.  These  are  some  of 
the  themes  which  are  both  explored  and  somehow  represent  the 
thriving  Yellow  Submarine  improv  troupe.  Leading  this  comedic 
vessel  is  Mike  Guerra  (II)  Jack  Ferris,  and  Josh  Michelle(I),  who 
plan  to  put  on  two  shows  of  fresh  squeezed  improv  this  early 
winter  and  spring.  Last  year’s  shows  were  a  great  success  and  this 
year’s  members  look  like  they  don’t  plan  to  do  any  different.  Also, 
like  Centerstage  Productions,  the  Yellow  Subs  have  been  able  to 
get  guidance  from  outside  theater;  an  actor  from  “Boston  Improv” 
worked  with  the  Subs  in  mid-October  and  will  hopefully  be  return 
for  more  (details  to  come  in  future  articles). 

The  winter  play,  which  goes  to  the  Massachusetts  One- 
Act  Play  Festival  in  early  march 
is  being  directed  by  Jack  Ferris 
and  Adam  Finelli.  We  hope  to 
focus  on  the  play  itself,  not  the 
competition,  and  put  on  the 
best  one-act  play  possible. 
Assisting  the  co-directors  will 
be  John  Baker  and  Dyana 
Kimball.  We’re  psyched.  For 
the  first  time  since.  .  .anyway, 
this  coming  spring  brings  to  the  BLS  faculty  and  student  body  a 
new  experience.  Yes,  its  true-  BLS  center  stage  productions,  in 
collaboration  with  the  music  department,  will  produce  “Little 
Shop  of  Horrors”.  With  live  music  and  a  talking  plant,  Tommy 
O’Malley  and  what  will  be  have  to  be  a  civilization  of  production 
crew,  will  bring  the  full-fledged  musical  to  the  halls  of  Boston 
Latin  School.  Pre-Production  will  begin  sometime  in  January, 
and  the  actual  rehearsals  and  will  begin  in  the  early  spring.  Those 
who  wish  to  be  involved  should  keep  their  eyes  out  for 
announcements  on  the  bulletin  board  across  from  the  “Black 
Box”  theater. 

One  of  the  most  important  goals  this  year  is  to  get 
more  involved  with  theater  at  BLS  .We  encourage  everyone  to 
come  to  the  shows.  We  emphasize  that  any  one  who  wants  to  can 
audition  to  be  in  the  cast,  or  be  involved  with  tech.  Finally,  we 
look  forward  to  a  great  year. 


Anyone  unsure  about  this 
“diversity”  is  invited  to  watch 

ACTORS  FROM  SIXIES  TO  SENIORS  SHARE 
THE  SAME  STAGE  AND  PUT  ON  THIS 
HILARIOUS  BLOCKBUSTER  COMEDY. 


You  Can ’t  Take  It  With  You :  Love, 
Laughs,  and  Lessons  of  Life 


Marcus  Stacy, II 

Contributing  Writer 


A  Young  Woman  Dances  out  of  the  kitchen  on  toe- 
shoes,  balancing  a  full  tray  of  homemade  candy.  In  the  living 
room  sits  her  father,  who  decided  several  years  ago  he  no  longer 
cared  for  work,  chatting  withy  a  bare-chested  Russian  and 

watching  his  grandson-in-law  working  _ 

furiously  away  at  a  printing  press  while  his 
other  daughter  types  away  at  one  of  many 
plays  she  has  begun  since  a  typewriter  was 
mistakenly  delivered  to  the  house  eight 
years  before.  The  maid  and  her  male  friend 
scuttle  about  like  chickens  with  their  heads 
cut  off  as  the  whole  house  is  shaken  by  a 
series  of  explosions  from  the  basement.  But 
not  to  worry — that’s  just  those  two  crazy 
guys  manufacturing  firecrackers  downstairs! 

No,  this  is  not  a  field  trip  to  the 
insane  asylum,  nor  is  it  the  home  life  of 
that  weird  teacher  you  love  to  hate.  It’s 
just  a  typical  afternoon  at  the  Sycamore 
residence. 

The  hilarity  of  life  in  the 
Sycamore  home  is  captured  on  paper  in 
Moss  Hart  and  George  S.  Kaufman’s  You 
Can’t  Take  It  With  You  and  will  be  brought 


to  life  this  fall  by  an  unbeatable  cast  and  crew  under  the 
masterful  direction  of  senior  Liz  Johnson.  But  this  play  is  not 
just  two  hours  of  laughs;  it  hits  home  in  an  environment  where 
stress  is  inevitable  and  competition  commonplace  with  the 
message  that  sometimes  you  need  to  just  kick  back  and  enjoy 
life,  for  you  can’t  take  it  with  you. 

The  plot  revolves  around  the  relationship  between 
Alice  Sycamore  (Bieta  Andemariam,  III),  the  only  “normal” 
member  of  the  family,  and  Tony  Kirby  (Jacques  Ledbetter,  I), 
son  of  the  well-to-do  conceited  Kirbys  (Marcus  Stacy,  II  and 


Drew  Bucilla,  II).  When  the  Kurbys  arrive  at  the  Sycamore 
house  for  dinner  on  the  wrong  night,  nothing  short  of  chaos 
breaks  loose.  It’s  just  the  kind  of  chaos,  however,  to  warm  the 
coldest  of  hearts  and  make  the  impossible  a  reality. 

The  cast  includes  old  favorites  such  as  Bucilla, 
Ledbetter,  and  Stacy,  but  boasts  an  outstanding  lineup  of  new 
faces  such  as  Jose  Santiago  (III),  in  the  role  of  Donald,  Veronica 
Koven-Matasy  (V),  as  the  Grand  Duchess  Olga  Katrina,  and 
favorites  from  the  Yellow  Submarine 
Improv  group ,  Jared  Egan  (II),  Andrew 
Roberts  (II),  and  John  Smith  (II).  The 
cast  also  includes  Matt  DiVito,  Jack 
Ferris,  Jeremy  Hardy,  Will  Keary,  Caleb 
Larson,  Francesca  Morency,  Ellen 
O’Connell,  Genevieve  Shattow,  Dave 
Toro,  and  Margaret  Willison. 

Erin  George  (I)  and  Nafkote 
Tamirat  (III)  share  the  duties  of  the  stage 
manager  while  Tasha  Ramanayake  (III) 
assists  the  director.  Robert  Timmerman 
(II)  graces  the  play  with  his  talents  as 
technical  director. 

You  will  laugh,  you  will  cry,  you 
will  ultimately  walk  out  of  the  theater 
having  enjoyed  an  expertly  directed, 
marvelously  acted,  wonderful  piece  of 
theater,  which  has  the  potential  to  be  the 
most  extraordinary  shows  ever  to  take  the  stage  at  BLS. 


...EXPERTLY 

DIRECTED, 

MARVELOUSLY  ACTED, 
WONDERFUL  PIECE  OF 
THEATER,  WHICH  HAS 
THE  POTENTIAL  TO  BE 
THE  MOST 

EXTRAORDINARY  SHOW 
EVER  TO  TAKE  THE 
STAGE  AT  BLS. 


Show  Dates:  Friday,  November  3o, 
Saturday  December  1,  Friday  December  7,  and 
Saturday  December  8.  For  show  times,  updates,  or 
any  other  questions,  check  the  theater  board  outside 
Room  423  or  see  Marcus  Stacy  in  HR  135. 
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Coming  Attractions 


Lissa  Wilson- Aguilar 


By  Corina  Wilshire,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Ever  had  a  passion  for  the  arts  you  just  cannot 
get  rid  of?  Maybe  you  haven’t,  but  one  of  our  up  and 
coming  attractions,  Lissa  Wilson-Aguilar  has  got  it  bad! 
She  began  playing  the  steel  drum  a  year 
after  witnessing  the  creation  of  a  steel 
band  at  her  church,  St.  Mary’s 
Episcopal  Church.  Though  she 
eventually  gave  up  playing  the  steel 
drum,  when  asked  if  she  would  want 
to  play  it  again  later  in  life,  she  replied 
“once  you’ve  played  one  song  and  it 
sounds  really  good,  you  can  never  stop 
loving  the  music”.  This  year  Lissa  has 
extended  her  love  of  music  by  joining 
the  Senior  Concert  Band,  directed  by 
our  very  own  Mr.  Pitts,  as  a  second 
flute. 

Not  only  is  she  carrying  the  load  of  a  budding 
flutist  but  Lissa  is  also  an  overworked  junior  with  four 
APs  including  Art  AP  with  Mrs.  Craddock,  a  highly 
exclusive  and  competitive  class  to  get  into.  Lissa 
exclaimed,  “I  found  out  that  out  of  the  35  people,  only 


15  people  made  it;  and  I  was  one  of  the  15. ..I  couldn’t 
believe  it”.  Lissa,  finds  BLS’s  Art  AP  class  very 
challenging,  and  states  that  the  class  is  different  from 
other  art  classes  she  has  taken  outside  of  school:  “In 
this  class,  you  really  have  to  study  the  subject  you  are 
drawing.”  However,  she  attacks  her  tasks  with  ease  and 
anyone  who  has  met  Lissa  instantly  is 
impressed  by  her  immeasurable 
intelligence  and  her  charismatic  humor. 

Before  crossing  that  stage  in  the 
spring  of  2003,  this  upperclassman 
would  simply  like  to  have  her  name 
remembered  whether  through  her 
academics  or  arts.  She  affirms  that  she 
s  i  m  p  1  \ 

w  0  u  1  d  I  WAS  ONE  OF  THE 

enjoy 

making  75  ...  /  COULDN’T 
her  final 

years  at  BELIEVE  IT 
BLS  memorable 
“leaving  with  no  regrets.”- 

A  suggestion  to  the  rest  of  Boston  Latin  (and  future 
colleges):  look  out  for  Lissa,  and  you  will  not  be 
disappointed  by  the  talent  she  offers. 


Rob  Winikates 


By  Natasha  Ramanayake,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


“Rob  is. ..well,  he’s  just  Rob!  He  is  an 
absolutely  outstanding  saxophonist,  bringing 
tremendous  talent  and  energy  to  every 
ensemble  he  is  a  part  of.  Not  only  is 
he  a  wonderful  musician,  but  he  is 
also  a  wonderful  person,  whom  I 
happily  consider  my  friend”,  says 
Katie  Macdonald  (III)  of  Rob 
Winikates.  Everyone  who  knows  him 
would  find  that  statement  hard  to 
contest.  For  those  of  you  who  don’t 
know  him,  you  are  missing  out! 

Rob  began  playing  the 
saxophone  in  his  sixie  year  at  BLS  and 
a  saxophone  genius  was  born.  He  first 
displayed  his  musical  talent  at 
DARTS,  a  summer  program  run  by 
the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra.  Now  involved  with 
the  two  major  bands  at  BLS  -  Senior  Band  and  Jazz 
Band,  the  most  exciting  moment  in  his  musical  career 
was  winning  a  gold  medal  with  the  Jazz  Band  at  the 


State  Finals  last  year. 

While  he  admits  music  is  an  integral  part  of 
his  life,  Rob  focuses  more  on  academics  -  did  I  mention 
he  is  in  FOUR  honors  classes  this  year?  -  and  waiting 
until  his  later  life  to  think  about  playing  professionally. 

However  concentrated  he  may  be  on 
academics,  I  don’t  think  he  will  pass 

“talented, 

INTELLECTUAL ,  AND 
MOTIVATED  ” 

up  a  chance  to  take  Music  AP  during 
senior  year. 

Overall,  Rob  Winikates  is  a 
wonderful  person  and  friend.  He  is 
described  as  “talented,  intellectual, 
and  motivated.  “Victor  Hugo  once  said,  “Music 
expresses  that  which  cannot  be  said  and  on  which  it  is 
impossible  to  be  silent.”  Rob’s  music  certainly  brings 
this  statement  to  its  full  vivacity. 


Caitlin  Allen 


By  Michelle  L.  Whitaker,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


When  I  told  Caitlin  that  she  was  being  interviewed 
for  this  feature,  she  exclaimed,  “I’m  not  worthy!”  Convinced 
even  further  she  deserves  recognition,  I  pressed  this  spunky 
freshman  for  information.  Caitlin  is  an 
actress  who  has  mainly  been  involved  with 
musical  theatre,  but  enjoys  straight  shows  as 
well.  No  stranger  to  stagecraft,  Caitlin  began 
performing  at  age  five  with  the 
Neighborhood  Children’s  Theatre  in  Jamaica 
Plain  ,  where  she  said  she  came  out  of 
painful  childhood  shyness.  Once  she  stopped 
hiding  behind  her  own  hair,  Caitlin  began 
to  expand  her  involvement  to  include  many 
other  companies,  among  those  notable  are 
Fourth  Wall,  in  Cambridge,  where  she  was 
introduced  to  working  with  all-adult  casts; 
and  the  Footlight  Club,  where  she  performed 
in  the  New  England  Premier  of  “Big:  The 
Musical.”  “It  sounds  intensely  stupid,  “she 
said,  “but  it  was  so  great”.  Other  credits  include  Debra  Sue  in 
“Bye  Bye  Birdie”;  “Mendel  in  Fiddler  On  The  Roof”;  “Sister 
Margaretta  in  The  Sound  of  Music”,  and  “Quince  in  A 
Midsummer  Night’s  Dream”. 


Although  Caitlin  pegs  Big:  The  Musical  as  her 
favorite  production  so  far,  she  admits  that  she  has  always  had 
fun  with  a  show.  She  loves  all  the  phases  of  the  ‘biz’,  including 
(Attention  Directors!)  the  rehearsal  process.  “..  the  longer  the 
rehearsal  the  better”  she  said,  as  I  sat  speechless.  She  simply 
loves  what  she  does  and  is  willing  to  work  as  hard  as  she  can 
to  give  the  best  she’s  got 

When  I  asked  about  the  future, 


...T  HE  LONGER 
THE  REHEARSAL 
THE  BETTER,  ” 
SHE  SAID,  AS  I 
SAT  SPEECHLESS 


she  laughed  and  said  she’d  be  singing  and 
dancing  outside  of  Broadway  Theatres  until 
she  got  discovered.  For  now  you  can  catch 
her  rehearsing  at  the  Needham  Community  Theatre,  reprising 
her  role  as  one  of  the  Boylan  sisters  in  Annie  (scheduled  for 
November).  Caitlin  is  a  busy  teen  actress  all  around  Boston, 
and  I  know  we’ll  see  her  on  our  own  stage  sometime  soon! 


Arts  Spotlight 


Jack  Ferris 


By  Erin  George,  I 

Copy  Editor 

Jack  Ferris:  A  Superhero  in  the  Making.  Scaling 
new  heights  to  prosecute  prejudices,  inundating  Latin’s 
community  with  his  gift  of  the  written  word,  and  creating 
humor  wherever  he  travels,  Jack  wields  influence  and 
strength  along  every  step  of  his  journeys,  minus  tight 
spandex  and  a  cape. 

So  he  doesn’t  look  like  Superman  in  appearance. 
He  can’t  travel  “faster  than  a  speeding  bullet”  and  nobody 
ever  mistakes  him  for  a  bird  or  a  plane.  But  anyone  involved 
with  or  interested  in  the  Boston  Latin  drama  stage  knows 
exactly  who  this  guy  is.  Jack  is  the  cofounder,  with  fellow 
senior  Josh  Michel,  and  junior,  Michael  Guerra  of  the  Yellow 
Subs  improvisation  troupe,  a  group  that  has  expanded  upon 
the  once  narrow  reach  of  Drama  Club  influence.  The  troupe 
has  put  on  two  shows  (The  Wizard  of  Zo,  winter  ’99  and 
“The  Magical  Mystery  Show”,  winter  ’00)  plus  countless 
skits  and  scenes.  Jack  acted  in  both  “Mask”  and  “Lovers 
and  Other  Strangers”,  two  plays  that  went  up  last  year.  He 
continues  acting,  currently  carrying  a  load  of  three 
productions  as  he  navigates  through  the  scary  jungle  of 
applications,  tests  and  deadlines,  deadlines,  deadlines  of 
senior  year.  He  plays  Grandpa  in  the  fall  Latin  Centre  Stage 
Production  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You”,  a  Nazi  in  The 
Diary  of  Anne  Frank  at  Riverside  Theater  in  Hyde  Park, 
and  is  pulling  together  another  improv  show  due  to  go  up 
within  the  next  few  months.  On  top  of  all  this  acting,  Jack 
will  make  his  director’s  debut  at  the  Guild,  an  annual 
competition  when  Centre  Stage’s  winter  play  competes  at 
the  Massachusetts  Drama  Festival  for  state  high  schools. 
He  is  co-directing  with  fellow  Blue  Man  groupie  Adam 
Finelli.. 

Despite  the  bounty  of  theater  work  Jack  has  pulled 
off,  his  true  love  lies  in  writing  more  than  anything  else. 
He  penned  “The  Wizard  of  Zo”,  one  of  the  many  skits, 
acts,  monologues,  and  plays  Jack  has  written.  The 
commitment  to  this  passion’s  future  is  materializing  quickly 
enough  through  his  early  decision  application  to  New  York 
University,  where  he  hopes  to  gain  admittance  to  theTisch 
School  of  the  Arts,  one  of  the  most  elite  programs  in  the 
country.  Here  Jack  hope  to  pursue  the  dramatic  writing 
program,  building  upon  his  dream  to  become  a  scriptwriter.. 

Jack  is  one  of  the  good  guys.  We’ve  been  going  to 
school  together  for  six  years  now,  starting  in  the  sixth  grade 
at  St.  Joseph’s  in  Needham,  a  place  he  now  brings  up 
whenever  he  can  just  to  plague  me  with  some  embarrassing 
memories.  And  I  can  remember  the  first  time  I  understood 
Jack’s  superhuman  powers.  In  ninth  grade,  Jack  sauntered 
up  to  a  loathsome  bigot  of  a  Westie  guy  who  was  notorious 
for  his  gay  slurs  all  over  the  place,  donning  particular  rose 
colored  glasses  and  a  tie-dyed  shirt.  He  politely  inquired  in 
a  very  stereotypical  Boston  accent  about  the  kid’s  sexuality. 
The  kid,  who  has  since  left  the  school,  had  a  priceless  look 
of  shock  on  his  face,  stood  absolutely  still  and  silent,  then 
proceeded  to  shove  Jack  up  against  a  locker.  At  the  time,  I 
was  in  awe  that  he  had  the  guts  to  do  such  a  thing,  but  now 
I  have  come  to  expect  it.  The  incident  is  only  one  of  the 
many  examples  highlighting  Jack’s  courage,  humor,  and  his 
risk-taking  acts  that  throw  the  world  something  it  never 
saw  coming. 

There  you  have  it  ladies  and  gentlemen.  Jack  Ferris 
embodies  multifaceted  spontaneity,  incredible  linguistic 
skill,  and  energy  abundant.  Watch  the  marquees,  read  the 
title  pages  of  your  next  theatre  program,  and  hey,  the  Tony 
awards  as  well,  and  someday  Jack’s  name  and  face  will  be 
present  for  the  world  to  see.  Until  then,  I  wish  him  the 
best  of  luck  and  advise  this  school  community  to  witness 
Jack’s  remarkable  acting  talent  in  the  upcoming  and  ongoing 
events  he  is  involved  in.  You  will  not  be  disappointed. 
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MFA  “Details”  Haunting  Landscapes  of  War 


By  Adam  Finelli,  1 

Contributing  Writer 

Sophie  Ristelheuber’s  timely  exhibit,  “Details 
of  the  world”,  is  an  unsettling  examination  of  some  of 
the  more  ironic  and  less  romanticized  images  of  human 
civilization.  The  theme  of  her  mainly  large-format 
photographs  centers  on  desolate  settings  ridden  with 
scars.  Whether  geological,  architectural  from  war,  the 
scars  find  many  forms  in  places  like  Beirut,  Kuwait, 
Bosnia,  and  the  Alps.  While  visiting  these  places, 
Sophie  Ristelheuber  captured  the  first  room,  with 
enormous  photos  of  human  and  earthly  scars  hung  on 
and  stacked  against  the  wall,  seemed  to  hold  the  brunt 
of  the  “scar  theme”.  The  black  and  white  image  of  a 
stitch  running  down  a  woman’s  back  paralleled  the 
traces  of  explosions,  trenches,  and  bombs  running 
through  the  empty  desert  lands.  It  stood  as  a  symbol 
of  the  general  condition  under  which  so  many  people 
in  the  Middle  East,  especially  in  Afghanistan,  are  living. 
Devastated  from  old  wars,  they  face  the  threat  of  new 
scars  from  upcoming  war. 

The  photos  leaned  against  each  other  and  the 
wall  seemed  to  turn  the  entire  room  into  an  attic  or 
storage  house  where  old  memories  of  war  are  stored 
safely  away  from  video  games  and  television.  The  fact 
that  they  overlapped  also  created  the  urge  to  move  them 
and  see  what  was  covered  up  (some  onlookers  did  so 
and  were  approached  by  security).  The  third  effect,  as 
Ms.  Ristelheuber  pointed  out,  is  that  when  war 
damaged  lands  are  juxtaposed  (such  as  those  from 
Bosnia  and  France),  there  is  no  clear  distinction 
between  them  emotionally.  Both  settings  feel  scarred 


and  stripped. 

The  largest  pieces  in  the  first  two  rooms  of  the 
exhibit  were  enourmous  mosaics  of  war  which  plastered 
the  walls  from  floor  to  ceiling.  Each  wall  had  about  5 
rows  and  columns  of  two-by-two  photos  on  top  of 
wooden  supports.  The  images  in  the  first  mosaic 
presented  an  onslaught  of  scars:  endless  trenches  and 
littered  debris  stretch  horizontal  until  the  horizon  .  On 
the  second  wall  stood  photos  which  were  deliberately 
hard  to  distinguish  as  being  on  a  large  or  small  scale. 
Flesh  scars  under  a  microscope  looked  no  different  than 
tank  tracks  in  the  Saudi  desert  taken  from  a  helicopter. 

There  were  few  images  of  people  in  this  exhibit, 
just  remains  of  objects  and  places.  The  image  of  a 
soldier’s  T.V.  sitting  alone  in  the  sand  was  excruciatingly 
meaningful,  especially  sitting  amongst  photos  having 
to  do  with  the  most  televised  war  in  American  history. 
It  was  unnerving  to  think  of  how  violence  could  be 
narrated  like  a  sporting  event.  Accordingly,  it  acted  as 
a  reminder  of  the  media’s  ability  to  sterilize  this  and 
future  war  simply  with  the  aid  of  desensitized  footage, 
title  graphics  and  theme  music. 

The  next  room,  in  which  Sophie  Ristelheuber’s 
“Self  Portrait”  was  presented,  held  some  of  the  most 
haunting  images.  Along  the  wall  was  a  single  row  of 
black  and  white  photos  illustrating  destruction  done  to 
modern  architecture.  Behind  some  of  the  destroyed 
sports  stadiums  and  apartments  stood  the  ruins  of 
ancient  buildings.  It  was  stunning  to  see  these  entities 
next  to  each  other,  and  to  accept  the  idea  of  modern 
destruction  also  becoming  the  subject  of  guided  tours 
and  objective  history  textbooks. 

The  images  which  comprised  “Self-Portrait” 


were  4  foot  tall  erect  photos  arranged  almost  randomly 
on  the  floor.  They  held  the  re-occurring  theme  of 
destruction  and  desolate  landscapes,  and  were 
accompanied  by  a  deteriorating  portrait  of  one  of  Ms. 
Ristelheuber’s  relatives.  The  artist’s  use  of  large  format 
photography  gave  the  images  the  chance  to  be  as 
breathtaking  as  they  were.  For  example,  the  image  of  a 
single  wall  of  a  building  standing  alone  on  a  vast  beach 
became  even  more  surreal  with  the  size  of  the  photo 
itself.  And  depending  on  where  the  viewer  stands,  a 
certain  image  will  be  brought  into  focus.  When  one  is 
at  the  center  for  instance,  the  painting  on  the  wall  is 
brought  into  focus.  Scarred  by  time  and  war,  this  family 
painting  was  one  of  the  many  places  and  objects  of 
sentiment  affected  by  violence. 

The  final  room,  the  dark  alcove  towards  the 
back  of  the  exhibit,  held  a  single  photograph.  A  picture 
of  an  Asian  landscape,  with  the  bass  section  being  played 
by  the  enormous  mountains  in  the  background,  was 
accompanied  by  sounds  recorded  when  the 
photographer  was  at  the  very  site.  It  was  illuminated 
by  a  projected  light  and  almost  covered  an  entire  wall. 
This  was  an  interesting  idea  especially  because  the 
viewer  has  previously  been  able  to  avoid  a  sensory 
experience.  One  is  brought  uncomfortably  and  eerily 
closer  to  the  barren  location  by  the  subtle  sounds  of 
footsteps,  wind  and  voices  creeping  out  of  a  small, 
simple  speaker. 

Sophie  Ristelheuber’s  photographs,  in  relating 
her  specific  feelings  and  experiences  to  conflict  in 
Europe  and  the  Middle  East,  amounted  to  a  powerful 
emotions  and  lasting  images.  The  exhibit  is  near  the 
MFA  movie  theater  and  runs  through  January  2 1 ,  2002. 


An  Evening  of 
Hypnosis 
at  BLS 


By  Nydjie  Payas,  I 

Staff  Writer 

A  hypnotist  at  our  school?  That’s  right.  On 
Saturday,  November  17  at  7:30  p.m.,  Russ  Burgess,  a 
specialist  in  Extra-Sensory  Perception  (ESP)  and 
hypnosis,  is  coming  to  perform  in  the  Upper  Gym  of 
Boston  Latin.  For  the  First  half  of  the  show,  he  will 
engage  the  audience  by  reading  minds. 

The  most  intriguing  aspect  will  undoubtedly 
be  when  he  randomly  selects  twenty  volunteers  from 
the  audience  to  be  hypnotized.  “It  is  quite 
impressive. ..folks  [are]  only  vaguely  aware  afterwards  of 
what  they  did  while  they  were  under  hypnosis,  even 
though  they  are  only  able  to  do  something  that  they 
would  be  willing  to  do  under  ordinary  circumstances,” 
says  Facing  Flistory  teacher  Ms.  Freeman.  The  audience 
will  be  in  a  state  of  shock  and  wonder,  guaranteed. 

This  program  is  a  fundraiser  for  the  two  Facing 
History  and  Ourselves  (FHAO)  field  trips  planned  for 
next  spring  (to  Washington  DC  in  March,  where 
students  will  visit  places  such  as  the  Holocaust  Museum 
and  Eastern  Europe  (Berlin,  Prague,  and  Krakow,  with 
side  trips  to  Auschwitz  and  Majdanek  concentration 
camps)  during  the  April  break).  Last  year’s  FHAO  classes 
sent  representatives  to  check  out  the  hypnotist  when  he 
performed  at  Ms.  Freeman's  former  school,  Concord- 
Carlisle  High  School  in  strongly  recommended  that 
he  should  be  brought  for  a  fundraiser  this  year.  Ticket 
prices  are  S5  in  advance  and  $6  at  the  door.  Funds  from 
this  event  will  support  the  many  scholarships  needed 
for  these  trips. 

1  he  remarkable  and  entertaining  show  will  last 
approximately  an  hour  and  45  minutes.  Ms.  Freeman 
concludes,  “  1  he  whole  event  is  quite  amazing,  as  well 
as  uproariously  funny  and  a  great  deal  of  fun.”  There 
will  be  several  other  fundraisers  to  attend,  but  none  as 
unique.  Why  miss  out? 

For  more  information,  please  contact  Ms.  Freeman  in  room 
018  or  any  of  the  juniors  or  seniors  taking  Facing  History 
this  year. 


The  Amazing  Musical  Stylings  of 
Melissa  Li’s  MOOP! 


By  Kate  Jalbert,  I 

Staff  Writer 

There  are  only  two  words  to  describe  Boston 
Latin  Alumna,  Melissa  Li’s  debut  CD,  MOOP!: 
absolutely  incredible.  Her  abundant  talent  and  musical 
genius  as  a  folksinger  and  songwriter  are  nearly 
indescribable. 

Melissa  Li,  ; 
freshman  at  Boston 
University,  recently 
produced  her  own 
CD,  which  includes 
ten  original  songs, 
written  and  performed 
by  Melissa  herself.  In 
these  songs,  Melissa 
plays  her  acoustic 
guitar  with  no  back-up 
from  any  other 
instruments  or  people, 
except  in  two  songs, 
during  which  she  plays 
the  piano  instead  of 
the  guitar..  Her 
instrumental  ability  on 
both  the  guitar  and 
piano  is  truly 
advanced,  there  is  a 
high  level  heard 
through  her  complex, 
rhythmic  guitar  strummation  patterns  and  riffs,  and 
beautiful  piano  melodies  in  her  music.  All  the  lyrics 
deal  with  complex  and  personal  subject  matter,  from 
lost  love  to  issues  originating  in  America.  For  example, 
in  a  song  entitled,  “Dance  America”,  Li  fills  the  song 
with  blunt  truths  about  modern  American  society,  such 
as  “they  issued  everyone  a  guidance  counselor  called  a 
T  V,  and  “Mcdonald’s  will  sell  beauty  products  prettv 
soon  /  and  someday  they’ll  try  to  commercialize  the 
moon.”  After  listening  to  her  debut  CD,  everyone  will 
feel  as  though  they  know  Melissa  due  to  her  intimate 
and  personal  words  woven  throughout  her  songs. 


Songwriting  is  not  Melissa’s  only  passion.  She 
is  interested  in  filmmaking,  and  has  already  produced 
and  starred  in  some  films  already.  She  wishes  to  pursue 
her  love  of  film  at  Boston  University,  possibly 
beyond. 

I  had  a  chance  to  meet  Melissa  Li  this  summer 
when  she  came  to  the  Writers’  Workshop,  a  creative 
writing  program  held  at  UMASS  Boston  during  the 

months  of  July  and 
August,  run  by  Boston 
Latin’s  own  Ms.  Nancy 
O’Malley.  Melissa 
stopped  by  on  many 
occasions,  once  to 
provide  a  songwriting 
workshop,  leading  the 
group  in  exercises  that 
would  help  provide 
some  creative 

inspiration.  She  came 
twice  to  give  a  special, 
live  performance  of  her 
songs  at  the  Workshops’ 
readings.  Down-to- 
earth,  sweet  and 
modest,  Melissa  tosses 
aside  praise  and 
compliments  (“It’s  no 
big  deal”)  and 
apologizes  when  she 
accidentally  strums  the  wrong  chord  or  sings  the  wrong 
word  during  a  song.  Hopefully  Li  realizes  that  she  has 
an  extraordinary  gift.  Her  strong,  devoted  passion  lends 
to  the  high  caliber  of  pure  and  unique  musical  ability 
that  rivals  and  surpasses  many  of  today’s  musicians, 
singers,  and  songwriters. 

If  anyone  is  interested  in  seeing  the  amazing  talent  of Melissa 
Li,  she  gives  a  live  performance  every  Sunday  morning,  at  A. 
Strong  Cup  of  Coffee  in  Dorchester  from  1 1:00  a.m.  to  12:3C 
p.m  .  Her  debut  CD,  MOOP!,  is  available  at  her  livt 
performances  and  on  her  Web  site,  http://www.melissali.com. 


BLS  grad  who  is  currently 
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Another  Rebuilding  Year  for  Wollpack  Football  Leaves  People 

Optimistic  About  the  Future 


Wolfpack  Offense  at  Work 


By  Orla  O’Brien  &  Jennifer  Olson,  I 

CoNTRiBi>TiN<;  Writers 


When  the  Wolfpack  football  squad  takes  the  field 
against  Boston  English  on  this  Thanksgiving  Day,  it  will  be 
as  memorable  as  always.  A  new  era  in  Latin  football  has  begun 
under  the  leadership  of  Coach  McDonough,  and  this  is  a 
team  that  has  been  working  hard. 

While  many  of  us  were  spending  our  summer 
relaxing,  the  football  team  was  preparing  for  their  season.  Most 
players  attended  camps  over  the  summer.  Working  out  at  BC 
High,  Blue  Hills,  Northeastern,  and  other  camps,  the  boys 
honed  their  skills  even  before  school  began.  In  the  weeks  prior 
to  school,  they  suffered  through  grueling  double-sessions  in 
the  stifling  heat,  and  now  practice  for  at  least  three  hours  per 
day  after  school,  striving  to  strengthen  and  improve. 

As  a  result  of  losing  upwards  of  twenty-five  seniors 
to  graduation,  this  year’s  team  is  inexperienced,  but  flush  with 
talent.  Captains  Marcus  Hughes  and  John  Schneider  are 
backed  by  a  solid  group  of  hardworking  athletes.  Junior 
quarterback  Matt  Simonini  has  displayed  the  ability  to  pass 
for  significant  yardage,  while  junior  tailback  Yemi  Owelewa 
continues  to  amass  touchdowns  and  rushing  yards.  Defensive 
ability  is  also  evident  in  the  play  of  Captains  Hughes  and 


By  Jimmy  Sun,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


Say  Hello  to  your  newest  Dual  County  League 
champions  —  the  Girls  Volleyball  Team.  With  their  final  record 
standing  at  an  impressive  16-2,  the  team  is  poised  to  make  a 
strong  run  into  the  State  Tournament.  The  Wolfpack,  seniors 
Gissel  Morales  and  Myle  Nguyen,  juniors  Jenny  Cheng,  Sarah 
Choi,  Kasia  Preneta,  and  Rebecca,  Sandy,  and  Mabel  Wong 
(no  relation),  sophomores  Anna  George  and  sisters  Arby  and 
Emily  Pagano,  closed  out  their  season  with  a  8-0  run,  and 
they  now  stand  atop  the  DCL  as  playoffs  approach.  The 
whole  team  is  extremely  excited  to  be  DCL  champions,  and 
is  particularly  enthusiastic  at  the  prospect  at  going  far  in  the 
state  tournament.  With  their  play  as  dominant  as  it  has  been 
all  season,  do  not  surprised  if  in  a  few  weeks,  they  will  not 
only  be  Dual  Count)'  League  champions,  but  state  champions 
as  well. 

According  to  Coach  Kai  Yuen,  their  success  this  year 
can  be  attributed  to  the  outstanding  team  chemistry  of  the 
varsitv  team,  led  by  Captains  Jenny  Cheng  and  Sarah  Choi. 
Each  one  of  the  varsity  team  members  brings  a  unique  and 
valuable  asset  to  the  game,  and  it  is  the  coalescing  of  all  of 
these  skills  which  makes  the  Wolfpack  championship  material. 
Another  reason  the  team  has  been  so  successful,  not  only  this 
year,  but  in  years  past,  is  the  leadership  of  Coach  Kai  himself, 
who,  in  the  words  of  Jenny  Cheng,  is  “not  just  patient  and  a 
good  coach  but  like  a  friend  in  a  way,  someone  I  can  just  talk 
to.”  Also,  this  has  been  the  first  year  in  which  the  team  has 


Schneider,  along  with  Joshua  Gans,  Mark  Higgins,  and 
Simonini. 

So  far  the  Wolfpack’s  record  is  1-6,  but  they  could 
easily  be  over  .500.  The  season  opener  was  a  non  league  battle 
with  rival  Matignon.  Matignon  started  off  early  with  a 
touchdown,  but  the  Wolfpack  was  quick  to  retaliate.  Simonini 
connected  with  Gans  in  the  end  zone,  tying  the  game  at  six 
all.  Moments  later  he  connected  again  with  Gans  for  the  two- 
point  conversion,  giving  Latin  the  lead.  However,  victory  was 
not  meant  to  be.  Some  good  defense  and  quick  offense  led  to 
a  Matignon  score  late  in  the  game  which  capped  their  victory. 
The  following  wee,  the  boys  were  at  it  again,  this  time  in 
Bedford.  However,  regardless  of  a  great  effort  by  the  entire 
team,  the  Wolfpack  came  out  with  another  defeat,  29-22. 

Their  home  opener  proved  to  be  the  turning  point. 
Matched  against  a  tough  team  from  Wayland,  the  Wolfpack 
put  all  their  energy  and  drive  into  the  game  and  came  out 
with  a  victory,  14-7.  The  boys  carried  their  momentum  into 
the  next  game,  a  match-up  against  a  well-balanced  Newton 
South  team.  Under  a  light  rain  and  cloudy  skies,  the  Wolfpack 
took  an  early  lead,  but  couldn’t  hold  on  in  the  second  half, 
falling  13-12.  This  loss,  though  frustrating,  showed  just  how 
marginal  their  defeats  had  been.  If  the  Wolfpack  continues 
their  hard  work  and  determination,  the  future  wil  only  hold 
good  things. 


had  a  large  number  of  returning  varsity  members,  providing 
stability  and  a  veteran  presence. 

Equally  impressive  has  been  the  play  of  the  Junior 
Varsity  team,  consisting  mostly  of  first  year  players,  whose 
talent  has  allowed  them  to  post  a  remarkable  17-1  record. 
The  ability  of  the  JV  team  ensures  that  the  Wolfpack  will  be 
a  dominant  force  in  the  DCL  for  years  to  come.  Can  you  say 
Dynasty? 


t 


Loncjie  Dai/Arco 

Coach  looks  on  as  determined  girls  set  up  play 


In  a  season  preview,  even  The  Boston  Globe 
acknowledged  that  the  Wolfpack’s  greatest  strengths  are 
enthusiasm  and  work  ethic.  Senior  Joshua  Gans  echoed  this 
sentiment,  “We  did  lose  some  athleticism,  but  are  still  strong 
on  the  field,  and  we  all  put  in  our  complete  effort  towards  a 
win  in  every  play  of  the  game.” 

If  you  want  to  see  impressive  unity  in  a  group  of 
young  men,  come  out  and  watch  a  Wolfpack  football  game. 
You  will  not  be  disappointed.  These  boys  are  not  the  type  to 
give  up,  and  their  determination  and  drive  should  power  them 
to  success  for  the  remainder  of  the  season.  The  word  “failure” 
is  not  part  of  their  vocabulary.  Their  goal  now  is  to  hang  tough 
and  bring  Latin  back  to  the  field  of  victory. 


Remembering 
John  Yessayan 

By  Christopher  Saunders,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


As  I  walk  out  onto  Clemente  field,  it’s  so  hard  to 
believe  that  it’s  been  a  year  since  John  died.  I  still  shed  tears 
about  him,  but  the  loss  of  his  life  has  brought  this  school 
closer  together.  I  think  we  realize  now  that  when  we  fall  to 
our  knees,  we  will  not  have  to  get  up  by  ourselves  anymore 
because  of  the  family  we’ve  created.  There  isn’t  a  better  way 
to  show  that  John  Yessayan  will  never  be  forgotten. 


On  October  4th,  2001,  a  memorial  wreath  was 
placed  over  the  site  where  John  passed  to  commemorate  the 
tragic  loss  of  a  friend. 


Girls  Volleyball  Serving  up  Another 

Winning  Season 
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Sports  Spotlight 


Emily  Robbins 


By  Katy  Meagher,  I 

Staff  Writer 

Talk  about  a  split  personality:  Emily  Robbins,  a 
dedicated  student  but  also  an  incredible  athlete,  may  appear 
at  first  glance  to  be  shy  and  quiet,  but  once  you  get  to  know 
her,  she  is  one  of  the  funniest  people  you’ll  ever  meet.  She 
often  has  to  be  dragged  away  from  her  homework  to  hang 
out  with  you,  but  once  you  get  her  out  she’s  the  kind  of  girl 
that  will  chill  with  you  for  hours,  and  the  first  person  you 
turn  to  for  advice  for  one  of  your  crazy  problems.  Her 
academic  and  athletic  performances  at  Boston  Latin  during 
the  past  six  years  have  earned  her  the  first  Argo  sports  spotlight 
of 2001-2002. 

This  superstar  has  been  swimming  for  her  whole 
life.  When  she  was  only  a  toddler,  her  parents  helped  her  get 
acquainted  with  the  water  by  bringing  her  to  friends  pools 
during  the  summer.  It  was  at  this  time  that  her  mother 
nicknamed  Emily  “Little  Fish”  because  she  enjoyed  the  water 
so  much.  At  the  age  of  8,  Emily  started  taking  swimming 
lessons  at  the  Rosemary  Pool  in  Needham.  A  few  years  of 
practice  were  all  it  took  until  Emily  was  ready  to  join  a  swim 
team.  She  proved  her  amazing  swimming  talents  on  the 
West  Roxbury  YMCA  Gators  team  her  first  year  and  received 
the  “Rookie  of  the  Year”  award  when  she  was  only  in  5th 
grade.  Emily  still  holds  many  team  records  at  the  YMCA  for 
the  butterfly  and  the  individual  medley  from  the  three  initial 
years  she  swam  there.  In  the  8th  grade,  Emily  changed  swim 
teams  and  joined  the  West  Roxbury  Community  Center 
Swim  Team  in  its  first  year.  She  creatively  named  her  new 


Emily  began  swimming  for 
Boston  Latin  in  the  8th 

GRADE,  AND  HAS  BEEN  A  VARSITY 
MEMBER  EVERY  YEAR  SINCE. 

team  the  “Tsunamis,”  winning  a  contest  for  the  submission. 
After  one  year  on  the  team  she  returned  to  the  YMCA  for 
another  season  and  set  more  records  in  the  butterfly.  In  her 
return  to  the  YMCA,  Joe  Bernal,  the  coach  of  Bernal’s  Gator 
Swim  Team,  discovered  Emily’s  unique  swimming  skill  and 
recruited  her  for  his  elite  swimming  team,  a  U.S.  Swim  Team, 
well-known  to  be  the  best  one  in  New  England.  The  coach, 
Mr.  Bernal,  has  coached  many  Olympic  swimmers.  Emily 
donated  all  her  free  time  to  the  team,  practicing  at  Bentley 
College  in  Waltham  after  school  every  day  and  even  before 
school  on  Thursdays! 

Emily  began  swimming  for  Boston  Latin  in  the  8th 
grade,  and  has  been  a  varsity  member  every  year  since.  Emily 
always  swims  the  100-yard  butterfly  and  the  200-yard 
individual  medley  and  sometimes  100-yard  backstroke  and 
the  500-yard  freestyle.  The  trophies  displayed  in  Emily’s 
bedroom  include  the  two  she  was  awarded  at  past  Sports 
Banquets:  in  10th  grade  she  was  awarded  the  “Most 
Improved”  and  in  1 1  th  grade  “Most  Valuable  Player..”  Both 
of  these  awards  were  given  by  her  long  time  swim  coach, 
Bruce  Conley.  Phis  year  she  is  the  captain  of  the  team. 

Not  only  is  Emily  an  amazing  swimmer,  she  is  also 
a  track  star.  She  ran  outdoor  track  in  7th,  8th,  and  11th 
grade.  Though  tor  many  runners  track  is  their  sole  sport, 
Emily  runs  only  to  stay  in  shape  for  swimming.  Although 
she  left  the  team  in  9th  grade  to  begin  swimming  year-round, 
she  came  back  last  year  full  of  potential. 

Emily  hopes  to  continue  swimming  competitively 
in  college.  “Swimming  has  always  been  something  that  1 
just  love  to  do,  1  never  thought  that  1  would  come  this  far 
with  it.  It's  taught  me  the  importance  of  dedication  and  self 
confidence.  1  really  want  to  make  it  a  part  of  my  life  forever.” 


Boys  Soccer  Not  Giving  up  Hope 


By  Mary  Kayyal,  I  &  Katy  Meagher,  I 

Contributing  Writers 

As  the  weather  gets  cooler,  the  Boston  Latin  School 
boys  varsity  soccer  team  gets  stronger  and  more  determined 
to  close  out  their  200 1  season  with  a  winning  streak.  Although 
the  season  is  off  to  a  rocky  start,  this  team  never  loses  its  great 
spirit  despite  its  early  season  woes.  Brandon  Swanson  (I)  and 
Josh  Stuartshor  (II)  serve  as  captains,  providing  words  of 
encouragement  and  advice  to  their  fellow  teammates  at  every 
practice  and  game.  A  great  amount  of  credit  for  the  team’s 
efficiency  and  organization  goes  to  Coach  Osowiecki,  who 
dedicates  much  of  his  time  to  the  team.  Strenuous  practices 
include  1 4-second  sprints,  12-minute  endurance  runs  around 
the  perimeter  of  the  field,  shooting  exercises,  teammate-versus- 
teammate  short  games,  crunches,  pushups,  and  whatever  else 
Coach  “O”  has  up  his  sleeve. 

Of  the  many  individual  talents  that  make  up  this 
team,  senior  Matt  Regal  proved  his  skill  early  by  scoring  the 
team’s  first  goal  of  the  season.  The  remaining  seniors, 
Swanson,  Alec  Gordon,  Peter  Virchick,  and  Kenny  Sicairos, 
set  examples  for  their  younger  teammates.  But  the  team’s 
ability  is  not  limited  to  the  members  of  Class  I.  Class  II 
boasts  Drew  Thomases,  Glen  Ryan,  Paul  Larocque,  Josh 


Stuartshor,  Dave  Hourihan  and  Sokratis  Frantzis.  The 
sophomore  class  is  well-represented  by  Kassa  Belay,  Mikhail 
Alert,  Noah  McKenna  and  Ben  Drabkin.  And  youngsters 
Peter  Donahue,  Andrew  Larocque,  Elliot  Cohen,  Marc 
Tanguik  and  Louis  Frank  also  aid  the  cause.  Soccer  is  not  a 
sport  for  individuals,  but  as  individuals,  these  boys  make  one 
great  team. 

Coach  Osowiecki  has  set  high  expectations  for  his 
team,  “There  is  no  such  thing  as  1 10  percent.  I  expect  each 
player  to  be  100  percent  perfect  on  the  field.  However,  I 
know  perfection  is  difficult  to  attain.”  The  team  has  made  its 
fair  share  of  mistakes,  but  they  have  used  those  mistakes  to 
improve.  The  competition  has  been  difficult  so  far,  but 
Captain  Stuart-Shorsays,  “I  think  our  team  is  filled  with  talent 
and  every  guy  out  there  is  putting  in  1 00  percent  effort  and  1 
don’t  think  our  record  shows  how  competitive  we  really  are.” 

The  team  consists  of  players  from  all  different  walks 
of  life,  from  freshmen  to  seniors.  But  when  this  team  practices 
and  plays,  grade  level  is  overlooked  and  competence, 
motivation,  and  a  whole  lot  of  effort  take  center  stage. 
Ambition,  dedication,  and  support  of  other  members  are  the 
foundations  that  strengthen  the  unity  the  team  has  as  a  whole. 
The  Boston  Latin  boys  varsity  soccer  team  along  with  Coach 
“O,”  deserve  a  successful  season  and  much  more. 


Girls  Soccer  Shooting  for  Success 


By  Amanda  Martin,  I  &  Sara  Schiggs- 
Quiroga,  I 

Contributing  Writers 

With  a  new  coach  and  11  new  players,  the  2001 
girls  soccer  team  had  some  obstacles  to  overcome  at  the 
beginning  of  the  season.  Coach  Charlie  Kelly  has  helped  these 
23  soccer  players  surpass  their  pessimistic  expectations  and 
put  together  a  threat  to  the  suburban  opposition. 

Sophomore  goalkeeper  Katie  Barnes  is  a  star  in  the 
net,  stuffing  the  opposition’s  breakaways,  and  keeping  the 
games  within  reach.  Fellow  sophomore  Amanda  Kessler  never 
relents  on  the  field,  driving  through  every  play.  Two-time  all- 
star  and  captain  Megan  Rounseville  continues  to  amaze  with 
her  laser  shits  and  intense  hip-action,  making  her  the  leading 
scorer  on  the  pack.  Captain  Sara  Schiggs-Quiroga  uses  her 
adept  foot  skills  at  forward  to  outrun  the  defense,  and  assist 
on  many  of  the  goals.  Captain  Jackie  Coffey  hustles  at  midfield 
to  destroy  the  girls  from  the  other  team,  and  pumps  up  the 
team  with  her  visible  spirit.  Finally,  captain  Amanda  Martin 
hustles  continually  at  forward.  Occasionally,  she  has  a  blown 
break-away  or  two,  but  she  has  helped  out  the  team  with  three 
goals,  including  a  crucial  one  to  tie  Weston.  Senior  Liz 
Erlandson  is  the  most  versatile  player  on  the  team;  she  is  a 
goalie  when  Barnes  comes  out  of  the  net,  but  also  plays 
forward.  Senior  Becca  Bor  keeps  it  real  at  midfield,  with  two 
goals  this  season,  including  a  blast  at  Concord-Carlisle,  closing 
the  gap  to  a  2-1  final,  the  closest  score  ever.  Senior  Corey 


Tobias  has  been  enforcing  at  left  infield  as  well. 

The  underclassmen  deserve  much  credit  too.  Junior 
Eva  Erlich  starts  as  sweeper,  and  in  front  of  her  is  Alex  Allukian 
at  stopper,  who  has  more  sportsmanlike  grace  than  anyone 
else  on  the  team,  always  voicing  her  observations  to  the  referees. 
Courtney  Carthas  is  solid  at  midfield,  even  with  her  kneepad 
shinguards.  Jodine  Brown’s  and  LizTricco’s  speed  and  strength 
are  unmatched  and  their  relentless  charging  of  the  goalie  and 
powerful  shots  promise  to  put  the  ball  in  the  net  soon.  Nadine 
Deery,  Becca  Kaufman,  Jessica  Rosewitz,  and  Mariana  Sarango 
provide  continuing  support  at  midfield,  and  Caitlin  Keane 
gives  help  on  defense.  Sophomores  Katherine  Walsh,  Christine 
Cucchiara,  and  Laura  McDonough  contribute  greatly  on 
defense  as  well. 

The  most  important  member  of  the  team  is  Coach 
Kelly.  Though  he  says  he  has  no  coaching  secrets,  his  eloquent 
words  of  wisdom  and  athletic  prowess  inspire  the  team 
whenever  they  need  that  inspiration.  He  defended  the  girls 
against  a  string  of  awful  referees,  who  all  seem  to  come  from 
the  opponents’  hometowns.  Despite  tough  losses  to 
powerhouses  Acton- Bosboro  and  Westford  Academy,  the 
scores  are  not  reflective  of  this  team’s  hard  work,  and  this  team 
has  proven  they  belong  in  this  tough  league.  The  Wolfpack  is 
on  the  prowl  more  than  ever  this  year,  as  proved  by  their  6-0 
shutout  of  the  former  coach’s  new  team,  Latin  Academy,  and 
close  games  at  Newton  South  and  Wayland.  With  six  games 
and  two  weeks  left,  and  a  record  of  2-10-1,  Latin  girls  still 
have  a  few  heads  to  turn. 


Lady  Wolfpack  Paddles  Ahead 


By  Kathryn  O’Brien,  I  &  Laura  Hauck,  I 

Contributing  Writers 

The  girls’  swim  team  is  up  and  running  for  yet 
another  season.  The  large  team  of  sixty-five  is  led  by  five  senior 
captains.  Kate  Naber  leads  the  girls  in  the  backstroke,  while 
Sarah  Larson  and  Denise  Whall  swim  the  freestyle.  Emily 
Robbins,  a  key  part  of  the  team,  excels  in  the  butterfly.  Caroline 
O’Donnell  dominates  in  the  breaststroke,  as  well  as  leading 
the  pack  in  some  spirited,  yet  sometimes  corny,  cheers.  Other 
senior  veterans  are  Nina  Roma-Agvanian,  Alia  Toran-Burell, 
Suzy  Dinsmore,  Emily  Claire  Hicks,  Chelsea  Frenandez,  Kara 
Ryan  and  Sarah  Adler. 

Although  the  team  has  many  seniors,  there  are  several 
juniors  making  great  contributions  to  team.  Caitlin  Sullivan 
and  Katie  Galeota  are  solid  bets  in  the  freestyle,  and  prospective 
leaders  for  next  year.  Courtney  Sybertz  is  also  there  for  the 
team  in  the  freestyle.  Emily  Dervan  shows  promise  in  the 
freestyle  and  breaststroke.  Maura  Connors  specializes  in  the 
breaststroke  and  has  helped  BLS  earn  some  more  points.  While 
only  an  eight-grader,  Elizabeth  Balaconis  is  a  great  asset  to  the 
team  in  the  freestyle.  Michelle  Trujano,  another  eighth-grader, 
is  getting  better  and  better  as  the  season  progresses.  Elaine 
Matthews,  a  freshman,  swims  well  in  the  butterfly. 

Thus  tar  the  Lady  Wolfpack  has  a  victorious  record 
and  hopes  to  stay  strong  throughout  the  season.  They  have 


won  three  of  their  six  meets,  including  a  huge  upset  against 
Newton  North.  Unfortunately,  they  were  defeated  by 
Brookline  and  Duxbury,  two  excellent  teams.  Their  most 
recent  meet  was  against  Dedham  where  they  came  close  to  a 
win  but  only  managed  to  tie. 

It  is  evident  from  this  record  that  the  strenuous 
workouts  at  the  Murphy  pool  in  Dorchester  pay  off.  The 
girls  board  the  bus  daily,  prepared  for  a  challenging  workout. 
Although  they  may  have  many  other  activities  and 
assignments,  during  the  practice  all  of  their  effort  goes  into 
swimming.  It  is  this  seriousness  and  dedication  that  results  in 
victories  for  BLS.  With  such  a  big  team  it  is  hard  to  fathom 
that  any  girl  who  needs  special  attention  would  be  able  to  get 
that.  The  girls,  however,  not  only  look  to  Coach  Conley  for 
help,  but  to  each  other.  Yet  with  the  support  of  older  members, 
especially  the  senior  captains,  the  girls  strive  for  a  sense  of 
unity.  As  one  captain  mentioned,  “It’s  important  that  everyone 
knows  they  are  part  of  the  team,  that  everyone  is  important. 
We  strive  to  support  each  other  not  only  during-meets,  but 
also  in  practices.  ”  Proof  of  this  support  comes  on  the  days  of 
some  meets.  Many  of  the  teammates  wear  purple  and  white 
pride  colors,  put  posters  on  each  others’  lockers,  and  even 
give  each  other  spirit  pal  bags.  With  such  talent  from  all 
members  of  the  team,  as  well  as  support  from  one  another, 
the  girls  are  sure  to  have  success  not  only  this  season  but  in 
many  to  come. 
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Cross  Country  Goes  the  Extra  Mile 


By  Jonathon  Yee,  III  &  St.  John  Barned- 
Smith,  III 

Contributing  Writers 

As  a  general  rule,  most  teenagers  aren’t  that  interested 
at  the  idea  of  running  several  miles  over  unforgiving  grass  and 
sand.  It’s  unfortunate  that  many  people  see  cross  country  as 
an  “afterthought”  activity  for  those  who  don’t  make  other 
teams.  They  could  not  be  more  wrong  about  a  sport  that 
demands  more  dedication,  determination,  and  sheer  willpower 
than  almost  any  other.  The  BLS  Cross  Country  team  knows 
this  all  too  well. 

Traditionally  a  small  squad,  Cross  Country  practices 
each  and  every  day  through  rain  or  shine,  under  the  direction 
of  Coach  Michael  Meagher.  Coach  Meagher  is  a  laid-back, 
gum  chewing,  all  around  nice  guy,  but  he  won’t  think  twice 
about  sending  the  team  on  one  of  their  assorted  3-8  mile  long 
runs.  You  haven’t  truly  experienced  the  sport  until  you’ve  done 
a  run  to  Cleveland  Circle  and  back,  on  nothing  but  your  two 
legs  and  a  pair  of  very  broken  in,  raunchy  smelling  sneakers. 
Throw  in  some  grueling  hill  runs  and  eye-popping  speed 
workouts  at  Roberto  Clemente  and  you  have  a  team  with 
more  sheer  endurance  than  any  other.  All  this  still  doesn’t  make 
the  many  cross  country  meets  easier,  however.  Every  meet 
consists  of  running  courses  anywhere  from  2.5  to  3. 1  miles  at 
assorted  DCL  schools.  BLS  is  fortunate  to  have  a  fairly  flat, 
“easy”  home  course  at  Franklin  Park.  Other  schools  such  as 
Lincoln-Sudbury  and  Westford  have  courses  ranging  from 
extremely  hilly  to  simply  sick. 

This  year’s  team  is  significantly  smaller  than  those 


By  Roger  Poulin,  II  &  Greg  Halloran,  II 

Contributing  Writers 

Wolfpack  golf  has  long  been  one  of  the  least 
recognized  and  most  under  appreciated  teams  at  our  school. 
Common  perceptions  of  golf  as  a  slow  game  for  lazy  players 
rattled  by  whispering  fans,  a  sea  breeze  off  the  coast,  or  the 
grass  not  being  mowed  to  perfection  overlook  the  hard  work, 
dedication,  and  tons  of  practice  the  sport  requires.  Commute, 
warm-ups  and  practice  included,  the  squad  commits  about 
three  hours  a  day  to  improving  their  game.  Whether  practicing 
or  playing  a  game,  the  effort  they  give  to  both  each  day  deserves 
to  be  recognized.  Having  said  that,  we  can  move  on  to  this 
year’s  team. 

Captains  Tim  Mahoney  (I)  and  Rob  Fitzpatrick  (II) 
head  a  young  crew  that  includes  six  freshmen.  As  a  result  of 
their  youth,  they  do  not  have  as  much  experience  as  other 
teams  in  the  DCL,  or  as  much  as  previous  packs.  However, 
the  freshmen  are  not  total  strangers  to  the  game  and  have 


By  Emily  Robbins,  I  &  Jonathan  Krieger,  II 

Sports  Editors 


Mr.  McDonough  is  proof  that  still  waters  run 
deep.  He  is  not  a  man  of  many  words,  but  he  has  already 
shown  us  that  he  is  more  than  qualified  to  take  over  Mr. 
Costello’s  position  as  athletic  director,  football  coach,  and 
director  of  physical  education  and  health  here  at  BLS.  Do 
not  feel  alone  if  you  are  still  not  quite  sure  who  he  is.  He 
has  been  working  with  our  school  for  over  twenty  years, 
but  he  chuckles  as  he  admits  that  “most  of  you  had  just 
never  seen  me  before  last  year.”  However,  his  work  has 
not  gone  unnoticed.  He  hit  the  ground  running  in  March 
and  has  showed  no  signs  of  slowing. 

McDonough  has  inherited  a  monster  of  an 
athletic  program.  With  35  teams,  over  six  hundred  student 
athletes,  and  a  need  for  funding,  he  has  his  work  cut  out 
for  him.  When  asked  his  main  goals  for  the  upcoming 
year,  he  did  not  respond  with  expressions  like  “game  plans 
and  “better  scouting  of  the  opposition.  Instead  he  stated 
his  intent  to  “replace,  replenish,  and  supply  the  teams  with 
athletic  equipment.  He  is  very  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  all  of  his  athletes  and  he  refuses  to  let  the  lack  of  funds 
get  in  his  way.  Costello  did  what  McDonough  calls  “the 
hard  part  in  getting  BLS  into  the  DCL  league  and 
building  all  the  bridges  has  certainly  paved  the  way,  but 


of  past  years,  but  no  less  competitive.  The  girls’  squad  features 
senior  Captains  Bridget  Butler  and  Leigh  Gilmore,  while  fellow 
senior  vets  Orla  O’Brien  and  Megan  O’Connor  join  newcomer 
Annie  Roddy  to  make  up  a  strong  upper  class  score.  The  girls 
also  boast  an  impressive  sophomore  roster  with  Kerry  Sullivan 
and  Liz  O’Donnell,  giving  essential  performances  at  meets. 
The  girls’  team  has  a  considerable  number  of  other  key  runners 
to  fill  gaps,  including  Joanna  Humphrey  (I),  Liz  Joyce  (II), 
Kim  Szeto  (I),  and  Lindsay  Wong  (II).  Altogether,  you  don’t 
want  to  mess  with  these  Lady  Wolves. 

The  members  of  the  boys’  team,  unfortunately,  had 
to  push  their  abilities  to  the  limit  this  season  to  make  up  for  a 
serious  numbers’  shortage  due  to  few  recruits  and  injuries. 
With  the  departure  of  legendary  seniors  Joe  “William  Wallace” 
Coffey  and  Chris  “Gimpy”  Coletta,  the  boys  are  recruiting 
feverishly  from  every  walk  of  BLS  athletes.  Captains  Roger 
Poulin  (II)  and  Burgess  Nichols  (I)  currently  lead  this  motley 
crew.  Roger  and  returning  member  Jonathan  Yee  (III)  are  the 
only  boys  remaining  from  last  season’s  team.  Steve  Kasper  (I), 
Fahd  Abdus-Sabur  (III),  Matt  O’Brien  (IV)  and  Tom 
Ahmadifar  (V)  comprise  the  few  other  warriors  the  boys  have 
found.  Though  each  man  works  hard  individually,  the  team 
has  yet  to  find  much  success. 

As  of  this  article,  the  teams  have  just  finished  an 
exhausting  battle  against  Lincoln-Sudbury.  On  the  boys’  side, 
Nichols  and  Poulin  gritted  out  solid  runs,  while  Yee  managed 
to  outrun  an  unlucky  LS  kid  down  the  stretch.  The  girls  barely 
missed  victory  when  Butler,  Roddy,  O’Connor,  Gilmore,  and 
Sullivan  all  posted  strong  efforts.  This  season  is  getting  fast 
and  furious,  but  Cross  Country  is  ready  to  meet  it  head-on. 


played  an  important  role.  Though  winless  thus  far,  the  team 
gains  experience  with  every  match  and  feed  the  hope  that 
we’ll  see  some  wins  by  the  end  of  the  season. 

In  a  male-dominated  DCL,  this  year’s  team  includes 
two  girls  who  have  gotten  a  significant  amount  of  playing 
time,  Jannelle  Cafferky  (II)  and  Kathleen  Norton  (II).  Coach 
Myers  speaks  highly  of  the  duo  and  says  it  is  a  great  advantage 
having  them  on  the  team.  This  increased  role  for  girls  on  the 
team  has  only  come  about  in  the  last  few  years  and  is  still 
lacking  in  roughly  half  the  teams  in  the  DCL.  The  girls  play 
from  a  woman’s  tee,  which  can  be  up  to  20  yards  closer  to  the 
hole  than  the  men’s  tee. 

Experience  is  probably  the  most  important  quality 
in  a  good  golf  player.  That  is  why  this  group  should  begin  to 
pay  dividends  within  the  next  few  years.  Hopefully,  all  of  the 
freshmen  that  play  this  year  will  stay  with  the  team  and,  in  a 
few  short  years,  dominate  the  DCL.  So  with  a  positive  outlook 
this  team  drives  onward  with  thoughts  of  good  things  to  come 
for  Wolfpack  golf. 


McDonnough  is  aiming  even  higher.  With  his  efforts,  he 
wants  to  eventually  raise  the  level  of  competition  and  make 
the  Wolfpack  a  powerhouse  in  all  sports. 

As  for  the  Physical  Education  and  Health 
programs,  the  key  word  is  respect.  The  gym  “is  not  just 
an  extension  of  the  building,  it’s  a  part  of  the  building. 
We  need  to  treat  it  with  respect.”  The  health  program, 
which  will  be  closely  tied  into  what  is  learned  in  the  gym, 
will  be  more  about  body  mechanics  and  increasing  the 
quality  of  life.  Thanks  to  a  very  big  donation  from  an 
alumnus,  the  gym  has  been  newly  renovated  and  is  ready 
for  a  new  year  of  use. 

The  football  season  is  well  underway  and  Coach 
McDonough’s  first  year  with  the  guys  has  been  rewarding. 
Although  their  record  so  far  is  less  than  stellar, 
McDonough  has  made  some  important  changes  to  the 
program.  JV  and  Varsity  now  practice  together  and  learn 
the  same  plays,  thus  making  the  transition  from  team  to 
team  less  confusing  and  stressful.  Proven  by  his  will  to 
succeed,  we  will  no  doubt  have  an  exciting  game  to  watch 
on  Thanksgiving  Day. 

After  saying  goodbye  to  Mr.  Costello,  we  greeted 
a  new  face  in  the  BLS  community.  He  is  not  one  to  brag, 
but  he  did  want  all  of  us  to  realize  just  how  lucky  we  are 
to  have  such  a  prosperous  athletic  program  full  of  so  many 
opportunities.  Get  used  to  this  new  man  on  campus.  With 
his  mindset,  he  will  be  sticking  around  for  a  while. 


Sports  Spotlight 


Marcus  Hughes 


By  Janice  Hill,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


As  I  walk  into  homeroom,  I  see  a  familiar  face  glance 
up  from  the  back  of  the  room  and  smile.  This  is  Marcus 
Hughes,  making  sure  that  he  is  prepared,  for  the  day.  That’s 
Marcus  for  you,  hardworking  and  always  wanting  to  be 
prepared  whether  it  is  sports,  school,  or  anything  else  that 
comes  his  way.  Marcus  is  the  co-captain  of  the  BLS  varsity 
football  team,  along  with  John  Schneider.  On  the  defensive 
he  plays  middle  linebacker,  and  on  the  offensive  he  plays 
fullback.  The  coach  of  the  football  team  is  coach  McDonough, 
who  has  said  that  Marcus  is  "a  great  team  player  and  is  also  a 
great  asset  to  the  team." 

Marcus  first  decided  that  he  wanted  to  play  football 
in  the  3rd  grade  when  his  sister  Tanya  was  on  the  BLS  Pep 
Squad.  Marcus  and  his  family  used  to  go  to  the  football  games 
to  watch  her  perform.  As  he  sat  and  watched  the  games  he 
became  more  intrigued  with  the  sport  and  decided  then  that 
he  was  going  to  play.  He  came  to  the  games  until  7th  grade, 
when  his  sister  left  the  school.  In  the  8th  grade,  when  he  was 

He  is  now  able  to  bench  310 
pounds.  But  when  you  see 

THAT  BIG  KID  WALKING  DOWN 
THE  HALL,  DON  Y  BE  SCARED  — 

nys  just  Marcus. 

old  enough  to  be  on  the  football  team,  he  hounded  then  coach, 
Mr.  Costello  for  the  date  to  try  out  for  the  freshman  football 
team.  Finally  when  the  day  came,  Marcus  tried  out  and  made 
the  team.  He  has  been  on  the  football  team  at  Boston  Latin 
ever  since.  In  the  8th  and  9th  grade  his  football  coach  was 
Coach  Stevens  who  Marcus  says,  "was  one  of  the  most 
challenging  and  demanding  coaches  [he  has]  ever  had". 

During  the  football  season  Marcus  doesn’t  get  to 
spend  a  lot  of  time  with  his  friends.  "When  football  season 
hits,  it’s  all  football  all  the  time."  But  he  doesn’t  mind.  His 
only  regret  about  football  is  the  lack  of  sleep  that  comes  along 
with  it.  Even  though  he  has  to  focus  on  the  game,  he  still  has 
to  do  all  of  his  work,  just  like  the  other  students. 

Along  with  football,  Marcus  has  tackled  many  other 
sports.  He  is  also  the  co-captain  oi  the  track  team;  he  runs  the 
100-meter,  throws  shot  put,  and  throws  the  javelin.  Marcus 
played  baseball  outside  of  school  from  7th  through  9th  grade. 
Also  in  grades  4  through  6  Marcus  swam  for  the  Dorchester 
YMCA  swim  team.  Not  only  is  Marcus  a  skilled  athlete,  but 
he  is  talented  in  other  areas  as  well.  He  is  a  part  of  the  BLS 
Concert  Choir,  and  in  the  10th  grade  he  was  in  the  BLS  Show 
Choir.  He  is  also  a  talented  writer,  and  last  year  was  accepted 
into  the  Writing  AP  class.  Along  with  all  ol  these  extra 
curricular  activities,  he  still  manages  to  juggles  two  AP  classes 
and  one  honors  class. 

This  past  summer  Marcus  was  involved  in  the  John 
William  Ward  Public  Service  Fellowship.  Through  this 
program  he  worked  with  Ralph  Martin,  the  Suffolk  County 
district  attorney,  where  he  learned  about  government  and 
politics.  To  quote  Marcus  when  asked  about  working  in  the 
District  Attorney’s  office,  he  said  it  was  "a  life  changing 
experience  and  helped  to  get  me  interested  in  politics." 

With  all  of  these  activities  in  his  life,  Marcus 
obviously  needed  something  to  relieve  the  stress.  In  his  spare 
time,  or  when  he  is  just  overwhelmed,  Marcus  goes  to  the 
gym  to  lift  weights.  For  the  past  three  summers,  he  also  did 
the  B.C.  High  Strength  and  Conditioning  program  of  which 
he  got  the  Peak  Performance  Outstanding  Performer  for  Level 
II  for  the  2001  session.  He  is  now  able  to  bench  310  pounds. 
But  when  you  see  that  big  kid  walking  down  the  hall,  don’t  be 
scared  -  it’s  just  Marcus.  He ^doesnj_bite. _ 


Golf  Team  Aims  to  Be  on  Par 


Introducing  Mr.  McDonough 
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ANYTHING  INTO  THE  FOUNTAINS 


STUDENT  TOWELS  (PILFERED  FROM 
TEACHER'S  RESTROOM) 


STUDENT  FOOD 


On  a  late  Wednesday  night,  a  small  cadre  of  the  Argo  staff  was  invited  to  a  posh,  private  party  upstairs. 
Notice  the  sober  food  server,  festive  tablecloth,  and  decorative  scarecrow.  We  were  shocked  to  find  that  BLS 
actually  had  a  nightlife  outside  the  Argo.  No,  it  did  not  involve  strobe  lights,  loud  music,  and  BLS-affiliated 
persons  raving  in  scantily-clad  (non-Ms.  Kelley  approved)  clothing.  Rather,  there  was  a  variety  of  delectable 
cheeses,  Carr’s  crackers,  red  grapes,  green  grapes,  grape  bowls,  bowls  of  grapes,  individually  embroidered  napkins, 
designer  water  and  much  much  more.  And  oh,  did  we  mention  grapes?  As  intrepid  Argonauts,  we  had  to 
document  this  amazing  find  —  with  real  pictures.  This  is  the  Argo’s  comparison  of  the  night  of  October  24 
versus  everyday  student  life.  Now  that  we  have  whetted  your  appetite,  you  might  want  to  turn  to  the  crossword 
puzzle  below.  Or  go  eat  some  grapes. 


Crossword 


ACROSS 

l.Play  divider  4. Word  with  “rod”  or  “red”  7. AT&T’s  competitor 
10. Yankee  Yogi  15. Serpent  16. Skirt  type  17. Consume  18. Dodge  19. 
“Ma’am ”’s  husband  20. Elementary  instruments  22.  Mails  23. Strike  out 
king  Ryan  25. Picnic  annoyances  26.Snorkeling  shoes  27. Alternative 
to  shake  28. Pop  30. Bombard  31. Medieval  dwelling  33. Land  measure 
35. Massage  38. Land  measure  4 1. Cushion  42. End  for  many  animals 
43. Center  44. Metal  bearing  mineral  45. Average  46. Rulers  48. Luster 
49. Port  51. Decay  52.Japanese  port  near  Kyoto  54. Toot  one’s  own  hor 
55. Coral  reef  57. Connects  60. Bread  erector  62. French  article 
63. Involve  65. Summed  up  68. Exhausted  70. Feared  moneymen 
71. Messenger  for  21  down  72. Bluffer  73. Booty  74. Gallery  display 
75. Sudden  intake  of  breath  76. Finale  77 .Travel  stops  78.Trekkie 
weapon  80. All  you  need?  82. Layout  83. Sound  from  a  sty  86. Player’s 
part  87. Zone  89.Year(fr.)  90. Didn’t  hit  92. Oral  exams?  95. Common 
conjunction  97. Abode  98.Shoshoncan  nomad  99. Great  Lake  100. 
“Good  old  boys”  drank  it  with  whiskey  101  .It  usedto  be  “Return”  1 02.A 
little  bit  103. Perfection  indicator  1 04. Predecessor  of  Juan  or  Diego 

DOWN 

1  .Tummy  muscles  2. Change  3. Pack  for  the  future?  4. Word  of  the  drunk 
5. Lennon’s  love  6. Long  rant  7.Assemble  8. Vehicles  9. Belonging  to  that 
thing  10. Aromatic  herb  11. Occurence  12. Howard  and  Palillo 
13. Remove  14. Commercials  16.James, Daniel  and  Nick  20. Uncommon 
to  Cicero  21. New  type  of  test  24. Head  infestation  26. Touch 

28. Common  Hollywood  sighting  29. Aged  30.  “Miss _ ”,  a  prim 

and  proper  young  woman  32. Athens’  competitor  33. _ glance  (2 

words)  34.Yuletide  musical  numbers  35. Louis  in  France  36.Ash-holder 
37.  Word  wiht  spelling  or  queen  38.  Homer  Simpson’s  catch  phrase  39. 

United _ Emirates  40. Nothing  43. Repeated  hymn  45. Got  ready 

for  a  picture  46.  Kid  47. Robbed  48. Pelts  50. Big  name  in  aspirin 
5 1  .Flelping  53. Notifies  56. Commanded  58.  “The  Means  to  an  End. ..A 
Shadow  Drama  in  Five  Acts”  artist.  Walker  59. Wrongdoings  6 1  .Weapon 
of  biblical  times  64. It  disappears  when  you  stand  65. Lager  kin 
66. Hubbub  67. Father  69.Highways(abbr.)  70. Modern  Persia  73. CD 
type  74. Eureka!  75. Dimple  maker  78. World  79. Ages  80. Baggy 
81. Father  down  the  road  of  life  82.  What  makes  a  princess  sleepless? 
84. Approaches  85. East  African  country  86. Crush  87. Search  engine, 
with  Vista  88. Woodwind  part  89.  Add  another  candle  to  the  cake 
90. Feminine  subject  91. Large  mass  92. Slice  93. Wrath  94.  “Closer” 
band  96. Animal’s  home 


BY  JOSH  MICHEL,  I 


Wolfpack  win  in  hand 


Play-by-play  of 
the  Thanksgiving 
Day  Game 
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Fasting 

Muslim  students  celebrate 
Ramadan 


School 


Spirit  Feastir,g 

1  1  1  w  Key  Club  volunteers  for 

Thanksgiving 


By  Wajiha  Ahmed,  I  &  Humera 
Ahmed,  II 

Staff  Writers 


“O  ye  who  believe!  Fasting  is 
prescribed  to  you  as  it  was  prescribed 
to  those  before  you,  that  ye  may 
[learn]  self-restraint”  (2:183). 

She’s  sitting  there  with  a 
luscious,  double-chocolate-chip 
brownie  in  front  of  her — but — she’s 
not  eating  it!  Is  she  insane?  Is  she  on 
a  diet?  No!  She’s  fasting. 

For  the  seven  million 
Muslims  in  the  United  States, 
including  those  who  attend  Boston 
Latin  School,  November  16  marked 
the  beginning  of  Ramadan,  the  ninth 
month  of  the  Muslim  lunar  calendar, 
in  which  the  Quran  was  revealed  to 
Prophet  Muhammad.  During  this 
month,  fasting  is  required  of  all 
Muslims  who  have  reached  the  age  of 
puberty,  unless  they  are  too  old,  sick, 
pregnant,  or  traveling. 

Countless  families  are  up 
before  sunrise,  struggling  to  stay 
awake  as  they  eat  breakfast.  Although 
no  one  has  an  appetite  at  4:30  in  the 
morning,  all  try  to  eat  as  much  as  they 
can.  They  know  that  when  the  clock 
hits  5:15  they  will  not  be  able  to  eat 
or  drink  until  dusk. 

Fasting  expresses  different 
things  for  different  people.  For 
Fahreen  Haque  of  Class  11,  “Ramadan 
is  more  than  just  not  eating.  It 
improves  my  self-discipline  in 
controlling  my  hunger,  but  also  in  the 
way  I  act  and  the  words  I  chose.”  For 
most  Muslims,  it  is  much  more  than 
just  refraining  from  food  and  drink; 
as  Fahreen  says,  it  is  more  of  a 
spiritual  purification.  “He  who  does 
not  leave  evil  only  gets  thirst  and 


hunger  from  his  fasting.”  Muslims 
spend  their  time  making  an  extra 
effort  to  read  the  Holy  Quran,  to  give 
more  to  charity,  to  make  a  special 
effort  to  forgive  grudges,  and  to 
increase  patience  and  love  for  their 
neighbors  and  family.  They  are  forced 
to  take  a  step  away  from  the  everyday 
routine  of  work  or  school,  and 
reaffirm  the  Muslim  belief  that 
everything  we  have  is  a  gift  from  God 
that  can  easily  be  taken  away.  The  fast 
allows  us  to  get  an  idea  of  what  it  must 
be  like  to  have  an  empty  stomach 
every  day,  and  thus  we  are  not  as 
desensitized  to  the  word  “hunger.” 

How  difficult  is  it  to  fast? 
Bilal  Ahmed,  a  member  of  Class  VI, 
said,  “I  wouldn’t  call  it  easy  because 


it  is  hard  to  concentrate  on  my 
schoolwork  when  I’m  hungry,  but  it’s 
worth  it  because  I  feel  closer  to  my 
family.”  Fasting  is  a  time  of 
community  building.  At  least  once  a 
week  our  family  break  our  fast  at  a 
friend’s  or  relative’s  house,  or  invite 
people  to  our  house  to  do  the  same. 

We  usually  break  the  fast  with 
water  and  a  date,  according  to 
tradition,  and  after  praying,  proceed  to 
the  meal.  The  last  10  days  of  Ramadan 
are  very  important  because  one  of 
these  is  believed  to  be  Laylat  A1  Qadr, 
or  the  Night  of  Power,  the  exact  date 
on  which  the  Quran  was  believed  to 
be  revealed  to  the  Prophet. 

At  the  end  of  Ramadan,  we 
celebrate  the  end  of  the  fast  with  the 


By  Rebecca  Greening,  II 

Staff  Writer 


With  the  excitement  of  the  pep 
rallies  behind  them  and  an  impending 
feast  the  next  day.  Key  Club  ventured 
on  an  altruistic  visit  to  The  Greater 
Boston  Food  Bank.  Many  of  the 
members  were  ashamed  to  say  that 
they  were  only  familiar  with  the  Food 
Bank  through  its  effective  advertising 
campaign  on  the  T,  with  signs  such  as, 
“Imagine  standing  in  the  12  items  or 
less  line  because  all  you  could  afford 
was  12  items  or?”  or  “Some  people 
don’t  choose  between  paper  and 
plastic.  They  choose  between  eating 
today  or  tomorrow.”  The  core  mission 
of  the  Greater  Boston  Food  Bank  is  to 
feed  hungry  people  throughout  all  of 
eastern  Massachusetts,  made  possible 
by  the  generous  donation  of  millions 
of  pounds  of  food  that  is  sorted  and 
redistributed  by  a  committed  staff  and 
(continued  on  page  5) 

festival  of  Eid  ul-Fitr.  “Eid  is  a 
wonderful  holiday  when  you  get  to 
gather  with  your  friends,  and  feast  all 
day  long  after  a  long  month  of  fasting 
and  sacrifice,”  says  Lamia  Momen  of 
Class  II.  Not  to  mention  the  amount 
of  money  we  receive  from  adults!  We 
dress  up  in  our  best  clothes,  attend 
special  prayers  in  the  morning,  and 
chill  with  our  friends  at  the  mosque, 
greeting  each  other  with  Eid  Mubarak, 
or  Eid  Greetings. 

So  next  Ramadan,  if  you  see 
one  of  your  Muslim  friends  trying  hard 
to  resist  that  double  chocolate-chip 
brownie,  give  her  a  smile  of 
encouragement,  and  wish  her  a  happy 
Ramadan;  it  will  mean  a  lot! 


Muslim  Students  ...  of  BLS  and  of  the  nation 


The  Islamic  Faith 

Percent  of  world's  population  who 
are  Muslim: 

20% 

Percent  of  United  States  population 
who  are  Muslim: 

+* \T  3% 

Annual  growth  rate  of  the  w  orldwide 
Muslim  population: 

2.9% 

Estimated  year  when  Islam  w  ill 
become  the  most  popular  religion  in 
the  world: 

2023 

I  T  FVntpr  fnr  WnrlH 


By  Farhana  Sharmeen,  II 

Staff  Writer 

The  unforgettable  events 
since  Sept.  1 1  have  imposed  a  state 
of  shock  and  alertness  in  America. 
Panic  has  driven  us  to  accuse  others 
through  ignorance.  Many  Muslims 
have  suf  fered  discrimination  as  well 
as  abuse  for  belonging  to  their  faith. 
In  truth,  Muslims  have  not  only 
mourned  the  deaths  of  the  innocent 
people  sub-jected  to  the  plane  crashes, 
but  they  continue  to  mourn  the  state 
of  their  Afghani  brothers  and  sisters 
afflicted  by  the  current  war;  and  they 

nAntmnp  Fq r*<=»  cr*ri  lti  n\/  Fnr  hpinn 


who  they  are. 

What  effect  has  the  tragedy 
had  on  Muslim  students?  On  the 
students  right  here  at  our  school?  A 
noticeable  number  of  Muslim 
students  represent  the  BLS 
community  as  well  as  Christians, 
Jews,  Hindus,  Buddhists,  atheists, 
and  many  more.  Recent  incidents 
involving  the  Taliban,  Islamic 
fundamentalist  groups,  and  women’s 
rights  in  Afghanistan  have  had  a 
direct  effect  on  many  of  the  Muslims 
at  BLS  because  of  a  common  link 
via  proclaimed  faith.  Although  some 
of  these  students  felt  and  expressed 

that  n  hsiH  n 


link  with  terrorism  and  the  bloodshed 
of  innocents,  some  of  them  continued 
to  feel  “misjudged”  under  the  heavy 
spotlight  projected  on  Muslims.  One 
junior  felt  as  if  people  were  looking 
at  her  from  the  comer  of  the  eye  w  hen 
the  heated  topic  was  discussed 
because  she  represented  Islam.  Other 
students  expressed  concern  that 
media  coverage  of  anti-American 
Muslims  in  other  countries  was 
increasing  fear  and  violence  against 
Muslims  in  the  United  States. 

Most  of  the  students 
interviewed  agreed  that  being  at  BLS, 
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Bv  Halk  McAnulty,  VI 

Staff  Writer 


On  Friday,  November  16 
at  6:00  PM,  old  men  sat 
watching  TV.  Adults  about 
the  city  were  buying  dinner 
for  their  families.  The  hall 
outside  the  lower  BLS  gym 
was  filled  with  sixies.  Each 
kid  was  anxiously  waiting  for 
the  gym  doors  to  be  opened. 
It  was  the  night  of  the  Sixie 
Social.  The  early  arrivals 
pushed  their  way  into  the  gym 
as  the  doors  were  opened. 
That  night,  there  was 
unforgettable  excitement. 
There  was  music,  dancing  and 
drinks,  and  Mr.  Byron  showed 
up  to  draw  profiles  for  the 
students. 

Though  the  atten¬ 
dance  was  not  very  large,  only 
about  90  students,  the  room 
felt  like  a  huge  party.  In  the 
center  of  the  room,  the  sixies 
danced  in  large  groups  with 
their  friends.  Kids  walked 
around  trying  to  find  their 
classmates  and  friends.  The 
DJ,  Mr.  Ed  Regal,  the  father 
of  senior  Matt  Regal,  played 
favorites  from  artists  such  as 
Nelly,  Alien  Ant  Farm  and 
slow  dances  by  the  Backstreet 
Boys  and  other  boy  bands. 

When  the  lights  were 
dimmed,  even  the  kids  who 
did  not  know  how  to  dance  put 
that  behind  them  and  just  had 
fun.  The  teachers  there  were 
also  dancing,  smiling  and 
having  a  good  time.  Ms. 
Bagwell  certainly  was!  For 
those  who  did  not  dance  to 


popular  music,  the  DJ  gave 
them  a  chance  for  some  action 
by  playing  the  “Electric 
Slide.” 

The  social  was  the 
first  held  at  the  BLS  Annex 
two  years  ago,  and  this  year’s 
is  the  third  ever.  Thanks  to  the 
help  of  our  new  athletics 
director.  Coach  McDonough, 
we  were  able  to  have  this 
event  in  the  lower  gym.  It  was 
the  first  Sixie  Social  ever  held 
in  the  main  building. 

When  talking  to 
people  about  the  social,  many 
agreed  that  “it  was  really  fun, 
but  not  enough  people  came.” 
It  seemed  that  those  who  did 
not  come  thought  that  it  would 
not  be  fun  and  that  no  one  else 
would  go.  Another  reason  for 
the  lack  of  attendance  was  that 
the  social  was  held  the  same 
night  as  one  of  the  Holy  Name 
dances.  However,  those  who 
were  interviewed  thought  that 
socials  are  good.  You  get  a 
break  from  the  work  and  hang 
out,  having  fun  with  friends. 
When  asked  if  they  thought 
more  socials  would  be  good, 
they  all  agreed. 

Everyone  who  went 
seemed  glad  that  the  parents 
pushed  to  have  this  event  and 
thought  that  it  was  really 
worth  having.  Here’s  a  special 
thanks  to  Mrs.  Maneikis,  who 
arranged  it,  to  Ms.  Craven, 
Ms.  Greaves,  and  Mrs. 
Bagwell,  as  well  as  all  the 
parent  volunteers.  “It  was 
great,”  says  one  beaming 
sixie,  “It  was  worth  having. 
We  should  have  another 
social.” 


By  Olivia  Paquette,  V 

Contributing  Writer 


In  September,  BLS 
opened  its  doors  to  its  entire 
student  body.  Sixies  and 
seniors  walked  through  the 
same  doors  into  the  busy 
corridors.  The  sixies  were  not 
the  only  ones  who  got  lost  on 
their  way  to  class.  The 
fivesies,  who  spent  last  year 
in  the  Annex,  also  had  trouble 
finding  their  way  through  the 
building. 

Fond  Memories 

The  Annex,  which 
housed  the  sixies  during  the 
years  of  construction  at  BLS, 
provided  a  cozy  and 
comfortable  environment  for 
new  students  at  Latin.  This 
year,  with  the  construction 
finished,  sixies  must  face  the 
big  and  unfriendly  “main 
building”  on  their  own. 

Separated  from  the 
rest  of  BLS,  the  Annex  was  a 
home  to  seventh  grade 
students.  The  warm 
atmosphere  helped  students 
make  friends  quickly,  and 
helped  them  adjust  to  life  at 
BLS.  For  many  sixies,  the 
Annex  served  as  a  transition 
from  their  old  schools  to 


Latin.  “It  was  a  lot  less 
intimidating,”  said  fivesie 
Allison  Putnam.  In  their  own 
world  away  from  the  main 
building,  the  sixies  did  not 
have  to  worry  about  being 
teased  by  upperclassmen  or 
getting  lost  in  the  building. 

Difficulties  at  the  Annex 

Being  separated  from 
the  main  building  had  a  down 
side  as  well.  Many  sixies 
found  it  harder  to  participate 
in  school  activities  when  they 
were  at  the  Annex.  “Students 
at  the  Annex  didn't  know  the 
main  building  very  well,”  said 
Putnam.  Announcements 
about  club  meetings  and  other 
events  were  not  always 
received,  and  this  made  it 
difficult  to  get  involved  in 
clubs  or  sports.  Another 
inconvenience  of  the  Annex 
was  that  it  lacked  many  of  the 
facilities  that  the  main 
building  has.  “I  like  [the  main 
building]  because  it  has  a  big 
library,”  said  fivesie  Flora  Ng. 
The  gyms  were  also  sorely 
missed  at  the  Annex,  and  the 
one  computer  lab  was  small. 

Settling  In 

Fivesies  who  began 
school  at  the  main  building 
this  year  are  still  trying  to 
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adjust  to  the  size  of  the 
building.  Fivesie  Yucong  Ma 
describes  it  as  “a  little  too 
huge.”  Both  fivesies  and 
sixies  are  confused  about 
finding  the  fourth  floor,  not  to 
mention  the  gym.  However, 
many  fivesies  say  they  enjoy 
being  at  the  main  building. 
The  Library  Media  Center  and 
other  facilities  are  accessible 
to  students,  and 
communication  with  the  rest 
of  the  school  is  much  easier 
than  it  was  at  the  Annex.  Some 
fivesies  say  that  being  in  the 
main  building  makes  them 
feel  more  like  they  belong  at 
BLS.  Ng  exalts,  “It  seems 
[more]  like  a  real  school  to  me 
now.” 

For  fivesies,  being  in 
the  main  building  marks  the 
last  step  in  the  transition  from 
elementary  schooLto  BLS. 
For  sixies,  the  transition  was 
almost  immediate.  Although 
the  integration  of  the  entire 
BLS  community  into  one 
building  may  give  this  year’s 
sixies  access  to  better  facilities 
and  a  greater  sense  of 
belonging,  they  are  missing 
out  on  a  wonderful 
opportunity.  The  Annex 
helped  students  bond  with 
classmates  and  prepare  for  the 
challenges  of  life  at  BLS. 
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News  - - 

Juggling  the  MCAS 

Changes  keep  schools  on  their  toes,  pose  roadblock  to  graduation 


Bv  Kathryn  McDonald, 

III 

Staff  Writf,r 


Twenty  eight  percent 
of  Boston  Public  School  tenth 
graders  failed  the  English 
Language  Arts  MCAS  and 
thirty  six  percent  failed  the 
Mathematics  portion  last 
spring.  These  statistics  show 
that  Boston  Public  School 
students  are  having  serious 


trouble  passing  these  tests. 
However  they  are  not  the  only 
ones  who  are  finding  the 
MCAS  a  new  roadblock  that 
may  eventually  prohibit  them 
from  receiving  a  high  school 
diploma.  Special  Education 
students  and  students  with 
limited  English  proficiency 
are  also  failing  these  tests  at 
alarming  rates. 

This  spring  students 
in  grades  3  through  10  will  all 


sharpen  their  number  2 
pencils  and  take  some  portion 
of  the  MCAS.  Most  likely 
Boston  Latin  students  will 
follow  tradition  and  perform 
extremely  well  on  the  exam. 
But  what  about  students  who 
do  not  go  to  Boston  Latin  or 
have  special  needs  or  have 
trouble  speaking  English? 
Some  of  these  students  may 
eventually  be  denied  a  high 
school  diploma,  a  basic  tool 


that  may  prohibit  them  from 
moving  on  to  higher 
education  or  even  getting  a 
decent  job.  This  fact  troubles 
many  people  including 
students,  teachers  and 
politicians.  One  group,  the 
Student  Coalition  for 
Alternatives  to  MCAS,  claims 
that  the  MCAS  is  unfair  to 
learning  disabled  students, 
students  with  limited  English 
proficiency,  and  students 
attending  vocational  high 
schools.  Teachers  and 
administrators  at  BLS  have 
also  cited  that  the  MCAS 
restricts  the  curriculum  and 
takes  up  too  much  class  time 
There  have  been 
many  changes  to  the  MCAS 
over  the  past  few  years  that 
have  sent  department  heads 
scrambling  to  align 
curriculum  with  the  test.  The 
grade  that  English  Language 
Arts  is  tested  has  been  moved 
down  from  8th  to  7th  and  the 
History  MCAS  has  been 
juggled  so  many  times  it 
seems  the  subject  area 
changes  yearly  to  keep 
everyone  on  their  toes.  On  a 
positive  note,  the  constant 
modification  of  the  MCAS 
has  resulted  in  a  significant 
drop  in  failure  rates  statewide, 
showing  MCAS  supporters 
that  it  sets  “high  but  attainable 
standards”  (David  Driscoll, 
Commissioner  and  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Education). 
The  failure  percentage  of  all 
sophomores  taking  the 
English  MCAS  has  decreased 
from  34  percent  in  2000  to  1 8 
percent  in  2001.  Mrs.  Kelley 
believes  that  “as  years  evolve 


we  may  see  changes  in  the 
MCAS  that  are  more 
streamlined.” 

Students  who  do  not 
pass  the  MCAS  will  be  given 
multiple  opportunities  to  pass 
before  the  spring  of  their 
expected  graduation  and  will 
be  provided  with  MCAS 
tutoring  support.  But  the  fact 
remains  that  if  they  are  unable 
to  pass  MCAS  they  will  be 
denied  a  high  school  diploma. 
This  penalty  is  a  serious 
matter  that  many  say  will 
spark  forth  a  great  number  of 
lawsuits. 

Ms.  Kelley  believes 
that  the  MCAS  should  “hold 
students  accountable  (but)  at 
the  same  time  provide  a  sense 
of  fairness.”  Many  find  it 
problematic  to  group  all 
students  under  one  large 
category  and  call  it  fair.  Some 
students  with  disabilities  are 
given  special  accom¬ 
modations  such  as  a  scribe  or 
reader  while  taking  the 
MCAS,  yet  many  are  still 
failing.  Every  child’s  learning 
potential  is  different,  but  when 
everyone  is  given  a 
standardized  test  the 
individuality  of  students’ 
learning  ability  is  overlooked. 
Many  students  will  eventually 
fall  victim  to  a  flawed  system. 

Boston  Latin  students 
may  find  the  tests  easy  and 
simply  a  test  of  concentration. 
But  the  MCAS  is  a  serious 
matter  for  students  that  can 
cause  extreme  worry,  a 
possible  denial  of  a  high 
school  diploma,  and  above  all 
else  a  sense  of  failure. 


Update 


What  if  you  boycotted? 

Consequences  for  protesters  unclear 


Nearly  seven  months 
ago,  members  of  Class  III  and 
Class  V  spent  about  three 
hours  a  day  taking  the  MCAS 
over  the  course  of  two  weeks. 
However,  several  members 
of  Class  V  opted  not  to  take 
the  test.  This  fall,  Head¬ 
master  Kelley  was  quoted  in 
the  Globe  saying  “I  will 
remember  them,”  referring  to 
the  students  who  boycotted 
last  year;  Ms.  Kelley  has  not 
elaborated  on  the  meaning  of 
the  quote,  which  has  left 
students  and  parents 
wondering  about  whether 
there  will  be  repercussions 
for  boycotting. 

The  concerns  are 
whether  disciplinary  action 
will  be  taken  against  them 
and  whether  their  actions 
will  affect  acceptance  to  the 


National  Honor  Society  or 
receipt  of  scholarship  money 
at  Prize  Night. 

The  Argo  interviewed 
Ms  Shevlin  who  is  head  of  the 
committee  to  select  students 
for  NHS  and  Dr.  Caroll  who 
selects  seniors  to  receive  the 
many  BLS  scholarships  Ms. 
Shevlin  said  that  exclusion 
from  NHS  will  only  occur  if 
disciplinary  action  is  taken; 
barring  that,  not  taking  the 
MCAS  will  have  no  impact  on 
whether  a  student  is  invited 
into  the  NHS.  Similarly,  the 
prizes  awarded  to  these 
students  will  not  be  impacted 
unless  this  occurs.  At  the 
present,  there  has  been  no 
disciplinary  action  taken 
against  these  students. 

When  asked  by  the 
Argo  whether  there  will  be 


any  consequences  or 
repercussions  for  students 
who  boycott  the  MCAS,  Ms. 
Kelley  replied,  “I  will 
remember.”  Asked  whether 
efforts  were  being  made  to 
dissuade  students  from 
boycotting  the  MCAS  in  the 
future,  Ms.  Kelley  responded, 
“I  think  that  the  students  are 
intelligent  enough  to  realize 
that  the  MCAS  is  a  very 
serious  test  (diploma 
requirement)  regardless  of 
how  we  all  may  feel.  There 
are  avenues  through  which 
students  can  act  to  make  a 
difference  at  the  state-wide 
level  such  as  lobbying  the 
School  Committee,  the 
School  Superintendent,  the 
State  Board  of  Education,  the 
State  Legislature,  or  the 
Governor.” 


-  compiled  by  Leighcmne  Gallington,  I,  Ximin  Sun,  II,  and  Johnny  B.  Greene,  II 


Honors  or  not:  What’s  in  a  name? 


By  Meredith  Garry,  III 

Staff  Writf:r 


As  many  students 
have  been  noticing,  there’s 
been  a  buzz  around  school 
about  the  impending  changes 
in  course  titles  -  mainly,  the 
possible  changes  from  regular 
courses  to  exclusively- 
honors  classes.  While  there 
has  been  discussion  about 
exclusive  Honors  Classes  in 
several  departments,  the 
Modern  Language  Depart¬ 
ment  in  particular  has 
discussed  an  answer  to  the 


city’s  call  for  uniform  GPA  for 
all  Boston  Public  School 
students,  as  well  as  more 
Honors  classes  offered 
throughour  the  school  system. 
The  plan  of  the  Modern 
Language  Department  (which 
is  still  in  the  early  stages  of 
development)  addresses  the 
fairness  of  Honors  distribution. 
As  it  is  now,  only  French  and 
Spanish  Classes  offer  Honors 
courses,  beginning  in  the  third 
year  of  study.  The  school  is 
simply  unable  to  offer  an 
Honors  course  for  Chinese, 
German  and  Italian  students 


because  of  a  limited 
enrollment.  Previously, 
students  who  studied 
languages  which  did  not  offer 
Honors  were  able  to  take  the 
SAT  II.  If  they  scored  at  least 
a  600  (which  is  the  minimum 
to  qualify  for  college  credit), 
then  the  student  would  receive 
Honors  credit. 

The  Modern  Lan¬ 
guage  Department  has  come 
up  with  two  options.  The  first 
is  to  make  all  third  to  fifth  year 
modern  languages  courses 
Honors.  When  a  BLS  student 
is  applying  to  a  college  (or  any 


other  academic  program,  for 
that  matter),  a  “C”  in  a  foreign 
language  class  does  not 
reflect  the  usual  “C.”  Here  in 
Boston,  many  people  are 
aware  of  the  demanding 
coursework  that  Boston  Latin 
School  demands.  However, 
once  a  student  moves  outside 
the  Boston  locale,  he  or  she 
cannot  assume  that  an 
admissions  office  knows  the 
rigorous  curriculum  of  BLS. 
By  making  all  classes  Honors, 
the  school  is  making  the 
demands  of  the  Boston  Latin 
School  known. 


The  second  option  is 
less  advantageous  to  students. 
It  proposes  that  all  Honors 
courses  be  eliminated.  The 
department  “know[s]  for  a  fact 
that  it  [the  opportunity  to  gain 
extra  credit  through  honors]  is 
part  of  the  decision  for  some 
parents  and  students  in  their 
selection  of  language.”  This 
option  is  “in  the  interests  of 
fairness  and  with  the  hope  of 
maintaining  a  somewhat 
diverse  enrollment,”  and  to 
“keep  a  wide  range  of 
language  choices  available.”  If 
{continued  on  page  1 9) 
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Military 

THE  FACTS 


By  Kanli  Zhu,  I 

Staff  Wrtif.r 


History  is  being 
written  as  we  speak.  Since  the 
tragic  events  of  September  1 1, 
various  new  methods  have 
been  implemented  by  the 
United  States  Government  to 
insure  that  terrorism  will  be 
eliminated.  Alarmingly,  these 
new  methods  thrust  a  different 
kind  of  threat  into  the  lives  of 
Americans.  As  we  battle  to 
ensure  the  safety  of  our  nation, 
we  must  also  decide  whether 
the  stringent  new  laws  are 
worth  the  violations  against 
civil  liberties.  Secure  and 
sheltered  as  we  are  within 
Boston  Latin,  it  is  necessary 
for  us  to  understand  the  events 
occurring  around  us. 

President  Bush  signed 
an  executive  order  on 
November  13,  2001,  which 
allows  suspected  terrorists 
who  are  also  noncitizens  to  be 
detained  and  held  for  trial  by 

!  As  we  battle  to 
I  ensure  the  safety  of 
l  our  nation,  we  must 
l  also  decide 

l  whether  the 

I  stringent  new  laws 
l  are  worth  the 

l  violations  against 
l  civil  liberties. 


a  military  tribunal.  The  order 
was  not  discussed  in  Congress 
and  congressional  approval 
was  neither  sought  nor  given. 
Major  differences  exist 
between  a  civilian  court  and  a 
military  court.  A  military 
tribunal  imposes  limitations 
on  whom  the  accused  can 
select  as  an  attorney,  allows 
the  prosecution  to  withhold 
evidence  from  the  defense, 
consists  of  officers  of  the 
military,  and  can  be  conducted 
away  from  the  scrutiny  of  the 
media. 

The  Defense  De¬ 
partment  is  slated  to  operate 
tribunals  that  could  convene  in 
the  United  States,  military 
bases  overseas,  or  war  ships. 
This  can  prove  to  be  advan¬ 
tageous  when  prosecutors  feel 
that  sensitive  information 
should  not  be  made  public  in 
a  ci\  ilian  court.  Civilian  court 
could  also  allow  suspects 
more  loopholes  to  escape 
punishment.  If  American 
soldiers  can  face  military 
justice  for  their  misconduct, 
then  wh\  should  foreign 
terrorists  be  granted  the  full 
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tribunals 
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Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


A  historical  perspective 

on  security  vs.  civil 


rights  and  protections  of  a 
civilian  court?  Fearing  that 
we  could  not  convict  him,  the 
Clinton  administration 
actually  refused  Sudan's  offer 
to  extradite  Osama  bin  Laden 
in  the  early  90s. 

Under  the  provisions 
of  the  new  order,  President 
Bush  must  personally  des¬ 
ignate  which  suspected 
terrorists  will  be  tried  in  the 
military  court.  Although 
officials  have  said  that  the 
tribunals  will  be  “open  most 
of  the  time  and  even  have 
international  observers, 
including  some  from  the 
Islamic  world,”  once  accused, 
the  suspected  could  be  tried  in 
secret  by  the  tribunal  and 
executed  by  a  two-thirds 
majority  vote  of  the  presiding 
judges. 

The  new  plan’s 
regulations,  written  by  the 
Pentagon  General  Counsel’s 
office,  have  both  proponents 
and  opponents  domestically 
and  abroad.  The  military  court 
is  authorized  to  pass  judgment 
on  noncitizens  captured 
within  the  United  States  or 
abroad.  This  has  caused 
controversy  in  European 
nations  such  as  Spain  and 
England,  which  have 
abolished  the  death  penalty; 
they  are  reluctant  to  allow 
suspects  to  be  extradited, 
fearing  that  an  American 
military  court  would  sentence 
them  to  death. 

The  military  tribunal 
does  have  precedent,  since 
FDR  had  eight  suspected 
WWII  saboteurs  captured  in 
Florida  and  Long  Island  tried 
secretly  by  a  military 
commission.  All  of  the 
suspects  were  convicted  and 
six  were  executed;  one  was 
even  a  natural  born  American 
citizen.  The  proceedings  were 
upheld  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  which  stated  that  a 
panel  in  a  military  court 
could  try  an  enemy  if  he 
illegally  entered  the  United 
States  “for  the  purposes  of 
waging  war  by  destruction  of 
life  or  property.” 

Perhaps  the  most 
convincing  argument  against 
the  military  tribunals  is  that  it 
clearly  violates  the  Sixth 
Amendment  right  to  a  public 
trial  “by  an  impartial  jury  of 
the  State.”  Of  the  5,000 
young  Muslim  men  who  have 
been  accused,  several  have 
begun  lawsuits  protesting  the 
legalities  of  the  orders. 
They  argue  that  President 
Bush,  with  his  executive 


By  Peter  Virchick,  I 

Staff  Wrtier 


It’s  true  that  Am¬ 
ericans  have  long  enjoyed 
personal  freedoms  unheard  of 
in  many  parts  of  the  world. 
Presumably,  it  was  contempt 
for  our  broad  right  to 
individual  liberty  that  made  us 
a  target  for  terrorism.  To  go 
along  with  our  long  history  of 
civil  liberty,  though,  is  an 
equally  enduring  tradition  of 
having  those  rights  suspended 
when  they’re  needed  most. 

In  1798,  Congress 
passed  the  Alien  and  Sedition 
Acts  in  anticipation  of  a  war 
with  France.  While  meant  to 
fortify  the  Federalist 
government  against  French 
Republican  rhetoric,  it 
succeeded  only  in  providing 
for  the  arrest  of  peaceably 
dissenting  American  citizens 
whose  views  happened  to 
differ  from  those  of  the 
standing  governing  body. 
During  the  Civil  War, 
President  Lincoln  suspended 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  a 
critical  piece  of  the  foundation 
of  a  free,  democratic  society, 
on  his  own  authority.  Habeas 
corpus  is  the  right  to  due 
process,  so  a  person  cannot  be 
detained  for  any  significant 
amount  of  time  without  a 
charge  being  brought  against 
him. 

One  of  the  most 
infamous  breaches  of  civil 


order,  has  taken  away  the 
suspects’  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  a  legal  procedure 
rooted  in  tradition  that 
protects  citizens  from  being 
held  illegally  by  the 
government. 

Mindy  Tucker,  a 
spokeswoman  for  the  Justice 
Department  has  said  that  these 
challenges  will  most  likely 
fail;  our  system  of  justice 


liberty  in  the  history  of  this 
country  was  the  internment  of 
Japanese-Americans  during 
World  War  II.  From  1942  to 
1946,  over  100,000  people  of 
Japanese  descent  were  forced 
to  live  in  internment  camps. 
This  relocation  was  justified 
as  necessary  for  national 
security  during  a  time  of  war, 
although  significantly  fewer 
German-  and  Italian- 
Americans  were  incarcerated. 

Throughout  the  Cold 
War  era,  citizens  were 
hounded  on  account  of  their 
political  beliefs.  The 
Communist  witch-hunts  led 
by  Joseph  McCarthy  and  the 
House  Un-American  Act¬ 
ivities  Committee  (HUAC) 
peaked  in  the  ’40s  and  ’50s, 
in  the  midst  of  a  paranoid 
frenzy  surrounding  the 
growing  strength  of  the  USSR 
and  their  achievement  of 
nuclear  technology.  Many 
innocent  citizens  had  their 
lives  and  careers  ruined  by 
being  branded  as  communists, 
although  few  were  convicted 
of  any  crime.  This  was  also  a 
time  of  great  censorship  of 
ideas.  HUAC  saw  the 
importance  of  pop  culture  in 
disseminating  information, 
and  took  a  strong  stance 
against  communists  in 
Hollywood.  This  left  many 
great  directors  unable  to 
create,  and  many  others 
scared  to  express  their 
opinions. 


should  not  prevent  the 
protection  of  American  lives. 
And  while  the  Constitution 
guarantees  the  right  to  bring 
habeas  corpus  proceedings  in 
the  civilian  court,  it  can  be 
suspended  “in  cases  of 
rebellion  or  invasion.”  In 
opposition  however,  is 
Timothy  Lynch,  the  director 
of  the  criminal  justice  project 
of  the  Cato  Institute,  a  usually 


liberties 

In  October,  Congress 
hastily  passed  the  USA 
PATRIOT  Act,  and  it  was 
enthusiastically  endorsed  by 
the  President.  This  bill  gives 
law  enforcement  increased 
authorization  to  conduct 
surveillance,  with  an 
emphasis  on  electronic 
communications,  and  many 
believe  it  infringes  heavily  on 
the  American  citizen’s  right  to 
privacy.  The  measure  was 
impetuously  rammed  through 
Congress  with  little  debate  on 
its  implications. 

Frequently  through¬ 
out  history,  legislation  passed 
during  wartime  has  not  been 
used  strictly  in  war-related 
matters;  for  example, 
surveillance  powers  given  to 
the  CIA  and  FBI  during  the 
Cold  War  were  used  to  spy  on 
civil  rights  leaders.  The 
Founding  Fathers  drafted  the 
Constitution  with  the  fierce 
revolution  fresh  in  their 
minds,  and  its  freedoms  were 
designed  specifically  to 
prevent  further  injustices 
like  those  of  the  ruling  British 
during  the  occupation. 

Our  Constitutional 
freedoms  were  not  intended 
exclusively  for  times  of  peace 
and  prosperity.  A  certain 
amount  of  power  is  given  to 
the  government  to  protect  its 
citizens  in  times  of  war,  but 
their  actions  are  often 
gratuitously  severe  when 
examined  in  hindsight. 


conservative  group,  who  has 
questioned  the  setting  of  a 
new  precedent.  Allowing  the 
president  to  have  the  power 
to  suspend  constitutional 
principles  to  detain  non¬ 
citizens  without  the  approval 
of  Congress  now  might  in 
fact  grant  him  the  right  to 
use  such  powers  to  suspend 
constitutional  principles  in  the 
future. 
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Massachusetts  SJC  upholds 
student  civil  liberties 


By  Megan  Fountain,  I 

News  Editor 


him  to  remove  his  shoes.  She 
discovered  a  small  bag  of 
marijuana  concealed  in  the 
sole  of  one  of  his  shoes  and 


On  the  afternoon  of 
Friday,  October  22,  1999,  had  the  police  officer  arrest 
three  English  High  School  him.  He  was  found  delinquent 
students  who  were  supposed  in  the  Boston  Juvenile  Court, 
to  be  in  class  were  spotted  by  He  appealed,  claiming  that  the 
an  administrator  walking  search  was  an  unconstitutional 
through  the  parking  lot  back  violation  of  his  rights.  This 
to  school.  The  students  were  summer,  the  Supreme  Judicial 


told  to  bring  a  parent  to  school 
on  the  following  Monday. 
When  one  of  the  students 
failed  to  do  so,  he  was  issued 
a  notice  for  a 
suspension 
hearing  the  next 
morning.  He 
failed  to  show  up 
at  the  hearing,  but 
it  went  on  without 
him,  and  he  was 
suspended  for 
three  days  in 
absentia.  Shortly 
after  the  hearing 
ended,  he  showed 
up  at  the  house¬ 
masters  office. 

This  is  what  happened 
next:  The  assistant  head¬ 
master,  accompanied  by  a 
Boston  police  officer,  took  the 
student  to  an  empty  classroom 
and  conducted  an  “adminis¬ 
trative  search.”  The  assistant 
headmaster  asked  if  he 
possessed  any  contraband. 
When  he  replied  in  the 
negative,  she  informed  him 
that  she  would  search  him. 
She  asked  him  to  empty  his 
pockets,  which  revealed  a 
lighter  and  a  small  cigar, 
neither  of  which  are  illegal 
(although  they  are  not  allowed 
in  school).  She  then  patted  the 
legs  of  his  pants  and  asked 


Court  of  Massachusetts 
upheld  the  civil  liberties  of  the 
student  and  found  the  search 
illegal  under  the  Fourth 

••••••- 


•  • 


Have  You  Ever  checked  out 

http://www.freedomforum.com,  a  Web 
site  that  educates  students  about  the 
First  Amendment  and  freedom  of 
speech?  At  the  BLS  library,  you  will 
be  barred  from  the  Freedom  Forum 
Web  site  because  it  is  censored  by  the 
’•  Boston  Public  Schools. 


•••••••• 


Amendment. 

What’s  wrong  with 
what  happened  at  English 
High?  A  student  broke  the 
school  rules.  Based  on  that 
sole  fact,  an  administrator 
deemed  it  appropriate  to 
search  him.  The  Boston 
Public  Schools  Code  of 
Discipline  does  not  give 
administrators  the  right  to 
search  a  student  who  has  done 
nothing  except  break  a  school 
rule. 

School  officials  have 
a  responsibility  to  ensure  a 
“safe  learning  environment.” 
However,  although  school 
administrators  do  not  need  to 


have  a  search  warrant  to 
search  a  student,  they  do  not 
have  the  right  to  search  a 
student  without  “reasonable 
suspicion”  to  initiate  a  search. 
In  this  case,  there  was  nothing 
to  indicate  that  the  student  was 
under  the  influence  of  drugs; 
he  did  not  have  red  eyes.  He 
did  not  have  a  bulge  in  his 
pocket  to  suggest  that  he 
might  be  in  possession  of 
drugs.  There  was  no 
reasonable  suspicion. 

Ken  King,  the  lawyer 
who  represented 
the  student, 
*  •  said,  “The  mere 

violation  of 
,  school  rules 
\  does  not  mean  a 

•  student  can  be 

•  searched.”  A 
^  student  cannot 
•  be  searched  for 

cutting  class.  A 
student  cannot 
#  •  be  searched  for 

being  absent  or 
tardy. 

It  is  a  rare  victory  that 
upholds  the  civil  liberties  of 
high  school  students,  because 
the  law  usually  defers  power 
to  school  officials  to  serve  up 
justice.  However,  according 
to  King  “the  courts  ruling  in 
this  case  sends  a  message  that 
in  this  post-Columbine  age  of 
high  security,  schools  cannot 
completely  ignore  a  student’s 
right  to  be  free  from  an 
unreasonable  search  and 
seizure.”  No  matter  how 
concerned  schools  are  about 
security  and  safety,  the  civil 
rights  of  students  deserve 
protection. 


BLS  volunteers  for  Thanksgiving 


(continued  from  page  1 ) 

volunteers. 

With  a  fair  amount  of 
training  and  preparation,  the 
Key  Club  went  into  action  to 
assist  the  Food  Bank  in  its 
mission.  Before  even 
beginning  the  food  sorting 
process  volunteers  were 
humbled  by  a  simple  quote 
from  Ghandi  that  was  painted 
on  the  training  room  wall: 
“You  must  be  the  change  you 
wish  to  see  in  the  world.”  This 
quote  serves  as  a  guide  and 
motivation  for  every 
volunteer  who  passes  through 
the  Greater  Boston  Food 
Bank. 

After  two  hours  of 
sorting  through  slightly 
damaged  or  reusable  food, 

DL.S  Eunice. >  lounJ  U.c 


amount  of  valuable  food  that 
supermarkets  or  restaurants 
throw  away  to  be  truly  mind 
blowing.  Without  doing  a 
particularly  labor-intensive 
amount  of  work  the  39  Key 
Club  members  sorted  5,761 
pounds  of  food.  Since  about 
30  percent  of  the  food  sorted 
is  unsalvageable,  the  amount 
of  food  that  will  be  donated 
as  a  result  of  their  efforts 
amounted  to  a  total  of  4,033 
lbs.  Each  person  that  day  fed 
83  people.  It  is  amazing  at 
how  little  physical  work  one 
needs  to  do  for  an  impact  that 
is  life-changing  for  the 
hungry.  Natasha  Leary,  a  Key 
Club  member  and  volunteer, 
reflected  on  her  involvement 
■u  ihc  1-ouJ  U^.k  .a>w  U 


was  such  an  enjoyable 
experience  to  see  how 
donating  just  a  little  of  my 
time  can  help  so  many  less 
fortunate  people.  I  would  do 
it  again  in  a  second.” 

Distributing  13 
million  pounds  of  food 
annually,  The  Greater  Boston 
Food  Bank  makes  a  tremen¬ 
dous  dififer-ence  in  the  lives  of 
the  hungry.  Latin  students  are 
privileged  to  receive  the 
education  they  do;  giving 
back  to  their  communities  is 
an  action  all  should  participate 
in.  Assisting  the  GBFB  or  the 
many  projects  the  Key  Club 
is  involved  with  is  just  one  of 
the  ways  that  Latin  students 
can  be  a  change  that  they  wish 


lu  ^ 111  u“! 


Quiz: 


How  well  do  you  know  the 

First  Amendment? 


3. 


4. 


5. 


7. 


How  many  freedoms  are  guaranteed  to  all  US 
citizens  by  the  First  Amendment? 


2.  What  are  they? 


b. 


c. 


d. 


8. 


In  what  year  was  “In  God  We  Trust”  first  placed 
on  U.S.  coins? 

a.  1782 

b.  1791 

c.  1864 

d.  1956 

When  did  “In  God  We  Trust”  become  our  national 
motto? 

a.  1791 

b.  1864 

c.  1956 

d.  We  have  no  national  motto. 

Under  what  circumstance  may  a  student  be 
exempted  from  reciting  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance 
in  school? 

a.  If  the  student  is  not  a  U.S.  citizen. 

If  the  student’s  religion  does  not  permit 
her  to  take  an  oath. 

If  the  student  has  written  permission  from 
her  parent. 

No  one  is  required  to  stand  and  recite  the 
Pledge  of  Allegiance. 

In  1989,  directly  after  Congress  passed  the  Flag 
Protection  Act,  how  did  the  Supreme  Court  rule 
on  flag  burning? 

a.  Flag  burning  is  protected  by  the  First 
Amendment. 

b.  Flag  burning  is  not  protected  by  the  First 
Amendment. 

After  9/1 1  which  songs  did  Clear  Channel 
Communications,  the  largest  owner  of  radio 
stations  in  the  U.S.,  advise  pulling  from  playlists? 

a.  “Imagine”  by  the  Beatles 

b.  “Another  One  Bites  the  Dust”  by  Queen 

c.  “Crash  Into  Me”  Dave  Matthews  Band 

d.  all  songs  by  Rage  Against  the  Machine 
Which  comic  book  or  television  characters  were 
censored  for  giving  children  homosexual  role 
models? 

a.  Batman  and  Robin 

b.  Bert  and  Ernie 

c.  Superwoman 

d.  Josie  and  the  Pussy  Cats 

What  favorite  authors  of  young  adult  books  were 
removed  from  libraries  and  schools  during  the 
1990s? 

a.  Judy  Blume 

Walter  Dean  Myers 
Katherine  Paterson 
Paul  Zindel 


b. 

c. 

d. 


Answers:  uidijjjo  nv  '6  ‘o  pun 

b  gVuisqi  jo  |]y  -pv  9:p  g:EJ3  XqiJE33p\|  aqi  3uunp ‘o 

[|A|3  sqi  Suunp  ‘o  ■^■juaiuiusAoS  oqj  uoijijad  oj  jqSu  aqj  puB 
‘3[qiU3SSB  oj  jq§u  aqj  "ssajd  'qDDods  •uoiSqoj  jo  uiopasjj  'rt'3Aij'  I 


Page  6 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Arts  &  Entertainment 


Holocaust 

Heroes 


A  man  who  rescued  over  1,000 
children  during  WWII  is 
commemorated  by  a  Holocaust 
survivor  through  arts  for  youth 


By  Katarina  Yee,  I 

Arts  &  Entertainment  Editor 


For  a  man  with  an  incredible 
Holocaust  story  of  his  own  to 
tell,  why  does  he  persist  in 
shifting  the  spotlight  away  from 
himself,  to  an  underrecognized 
hero  named  Walter  Suskind?  Dr. 
Maurice  Vanderpol  is  just  that 
kind  of  guy. 

Nazi  invasion 

Ries,  as  he  is  known  to 
friends,  was  bom  and  raised  in 
the  Netherlands  in  a  middle- 
class  Jewish  family.  Holland 
still  had  the  feel  of  a  safe  place 
even  though,  in  1933  Hitler  was 
right  next  door  in  Germany. 
Ries  remembers  the  precise  date 
when  the  Nazis  invaded  the 
Netherlands:  May  10,  1940.  In 
the  middle  of  the  night,  their 
peaceful  and  secure  lives 
changed  forever.  Thinking  she 
would  be  more  useful  away 
from  Holland,  the  queen  fled  to 
England,  and  the  Netherlands 
was  swallowed  up  by  Nazi  mle. 

Persecution  intensifies 

It  seemed  like  nothing 
had  changed,  but  little  by  little, 
the  Dutch  Jewish  citizens  were 
stripped  of  their  civil  liberties. 
Ries  was  attending  medical 
school  at  the  time,  but  was 
forced  to  leave.  Amazingly,  he 
and  other  Jewish  men  were  still 
able  to  study  because  of  an 
underground  medical  school 


established  in  an  abandoned 
gymnasium. 

Soon,  everyone  in  the 
Jewish  community  had  an 
identification  card  with  a  “J” 
stamped  on  it,  which  stood  for 
“Jood,”  Dutch  for  “Jew.”  These 
were  used  in  conjunction  with 
such  restrictions  as  curfew  and 
their  own  segregated  theater — 
the  Holland  Theater — to 
discriminate. 

Between  1942  and 
1943,  the  mistreatment  in¬ 
creased  vastly.  All  Jews  in 
Amsterdam  were  loaded  onto 
paddy  wagons  and  taken  to  a 
detention  center  inside  the 
converted  Holland  Theater. 
Children  who  were  fifteen  and 
younger  were  cared  for  at  the 
“creche”  or  childcare  center  by 
Jewish  women  like  Ries’s  wife, 
Netty. 

Eluding  Nazi  forces 

While  this  was  hap¬ 
pening,  Ries,  along  with  his 
mother  and  brother  went  into 
hiding.  A  Christian  friend  of 
Ries’s  generously  offered  him 
his  identification  card,  which 
lacked  the  “J”  stamp.  To  alter 
it,  they  slipped  his  friend’s 
picture  out  and  Ries’s  picture  in, 
and  then  forged  the  part  of  the 
stamp  that  was  on  his  friend’s 
photo.  For  six  months,  the 
Vanderpols  were  in  hiding 
outside  of  Amsterdam.  For  two 
more  years,  they  hid  in 
Amsterdam.  “The  landlady  was 
trying  to  save  as  many  Jews  as 


possible,”  Ries  recalls.  To  learn 
about  the  latest  news,  they 
listened  to  reports  from  the  BBC 
on  a  hidden  radio.  Ries  was  able 
to  obtain  better  reception  by 
becoming  an  extension  of  the 
antenna  via  his  mouth. 

Liberty  at  last 

In  September  of  1944, 
after  the  debacle  in  Normandy, 
living  conditions  were  even 
worse  than  they  were  before. 
They  had  no  power  and  virtually 
no  food.  For  nearly  one  more 
year,  they  continued  to  survive 
in  these  harsh  conditions. 
Finally,  on  May  4,  1945,  the 
Vanderpols  and  the  rest  of 
Holland  heard  the  good  news: 
the  Germans  had  put  down  their 
weapons.  On  May  5,  1945  they 
were  free.  He  described  what  it 
was  like  to  finally  come  out  of 
hiding  for  over  two  years,  “The 
streets  were  all  red,  white,  and 
blue — the  colors  of  Holland’s 
flag.  I  couldn’t  believe  it.” 

A  hero  emerges 

The  Jewish  Council 
was  forced  to  appoint 
individuals  to  oversee  the 
detention  center  in  what  was 
formerly  the  Holland  Theater. 
Therefore,  they  hired  Walter 
Suskind.  Suskind  was  charis¬ 
matic  enough  to  fool  Nazi 
soldiers  as  well  as  fellow  Jews 
held  in  the  detention  centers  into 
thinking  he  was  on  Hitler’s  side. 
The  prisoners  resented  him 
because  they  thought  he  was 


betraying  them.  They  did  not 
realize  this  was  all  part  of  an 
elaborate  plan  to  save  lives. 

Suskind  had  to  talk 
with  families  secretly,  and 
convince  parents  to  let  him 
attempt  to  save  their  children’s 
lives,  while  they  were  hauled  off 
to  camps.  After  he  received  their 
permission,  Suskind  and  his 
team  destroyed  the  children’s 
records.  “They  made  up  a  list  of 
500  or  so  new  names  and 
skipped  numbers  to  trick  them,” 
Ries  describes.  In  contact  with 
at  least  four  resistance  groups, 
whose  sole  purpose  was  to  save 
children,  Suskind  decided  how 
many  each  could  take.  Babies 
were  handed  over  fences,  while 
older  children  blended  in  with 
non-Jewish  children  walking  to 
school.  The  operation  was 
executed  with  such  precision 
that  over  1,200  lives  were  saved. 

Unfortunately,  Suskind 
and  his  family  did  not  survive. 
It  is  believed  that  he  refused  to 
leave  his  wife  and  young 
daughter,  and  therefore,  they 
were  killed  in  a  camp  near 
Auschwitz,  Poland. 

A  link  to  arts 

Ries  never  knew 
Suskind,  but  his  wife,  Netty  did. 
He  never  knew  him,  but  he 
knew  his  story  and  how 
important  it  was  that  others 
knew  it  as  well.  In  1982,  Ries 
received  a  solicitation  from  the 
Metropolitan  Center  (which  is 
now  the  Wang  Center)  to 


remodel  the  theater.  He  was 
about  to  throw  it  away,  but  it 
reminded  him  of  Suskind  and 
the  Holland  Theater;  for  fifteen 
years,  no  one  touched  it,  and  the 
roof  caved  in.  The  country 
decided  to  make  it  a  monment. 
Ries  set  up  an  appointment  with 
Harry  Lodge,  the  president  of 
the  Metropolitan  Center.  He  told 
the  Suskind  story  and  was  able 
to  inspire  friends  to  donate 
money  to  commemorate 
Suskind  along  with  him,  but  the 
money  was  used  for  restoration. 
When  Josiah  Spaulding  took 
over  the  helm  in  1988,  Ries 
went  back  and  did  the  same 
thing.  “He  said,  ‘Give  me  two 
weeks,”’  Ries  remembers.  Thus, 
Young  At  Arts,  an  outreach 
initiative  to  attract  kids  to  come 
to  the  theater  and  for  the 
Metropolitan  to  go  to  the 
classrooms,  was  created,  using 
the  Walter  Suskind  Memorial 
Education  Fund. 

Recognition 

He  is  the  man  who 
won’t  bask  in  the  limelight 
because  he  wants  everyone  to 
know  the  Suskind  story.  He  was 
however,  formally  recognized 
when  he  was  knighted’  by  the 
Queen  of  Holland  at  an  April  27, 
2001  decoration  ceremony  in 
Boston.  Still,  he  insists  that 
Young  At  Arts  is  about 
connecting  kids  with  the  arts 
and  with  the  Suskind  story. 

“He  should  not  be 
forgotten,”  Ries  declares. 


Tradition^  6  V  d  tTI  P  ©  d 


By  Corina  Wilshire,  I 

Staff  Writer 

The  Holiday  Concert 
has  been  a  tradition  at  Boston 
Latin  School  for  years,  but  this 
year  the  show  has  been 
remodeled.  Due  to  construc¬ 
tion  last  year,  the  morning 


Holiday  Concert,  open  to 
Classes  IV  through  1,  was 
canceled  and  the  evening 
concert  that  day.  presented  to 
the  parents  and  friends  of  the 
BLS  community  was  held  in 
the  Gym.  despite  poor 
acoustics  and  cramped  spacing. 
However,  this  Holiday 


Concert,  being  the  third 
musical  showcase  under  the 
wing  of  Mr.  Paul  J.  Pitts,  has 
returned  to  the  prestigious  and 
spacious  auditorium  much  to 
the  delight  of  the  musicians  and 
Mr.  Pitts. 

Location  is  not  the 
only  thing  that  has  changed  in 
the  Holiday  Concert;  many  of 
the  choirs  have  obtained  new 
instructors  and  along  with 
them,  a  refurbished  style.  A 
crowd  favorite,  Mr.  Simmons, 
has  returned  this  year  to  head 
up  not  only  the  Gospel  Choir 
but  also  the  Concert  Choir.  The 
Show  Choir  is  also  under  new 
leadership  with  the  recent 
addition  of  Ms.  Valerie  Romain. 
Along  with  the  standard  lineup 
of  musical  performances  such 
as  the  Concert  Band,  Junior 
Band,  seventh,  eighth,  and 
ninth  grade  choruses  as  well  as 


the  String  Ensemble  directed 
by  Ms.  White,  new  editions  to 
the  holiday  program  have  been 
made.  One  in  particular,  the 
Wolftones,  is  an  a  cappella 
singing  group  created  by  Glenn 
Ryan,  a  member  of  Class  II.  If 
intermission  is  too  much  of  an 
interference  for  genuine  music 
lovers,  the  audience  can  be 
entertained  by  soulful  sounds 
from  an  innovative  new  funk 
group  called  Post  Groove  Echo, 
which,  in  the  words  of  senior 
Greg  Toro,  will  surely  “liven  up 
the  crowd.” 

Although  thcfe  may 
seem  to  be  numerous  changes 
throughout  the  construction 
and  management  of  this  event, 
never  fear,  for  some  rituals  of 
the  holiday  concert,  such  as  the 
Senior  Concert  Band  and 
Orchestra’s  riveting  rendition 
of  “Sleigh  Ride”  will  never  die. 
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Is  The  Register  Corrupt? 


By  Nicole  Tabolt,  I 

CoNTRIBlTING  WRITER 


At  first,  I  was  offended 
by  the  question,  “Is  The 
Register  corrupt?”  Did  the  vast 
majority  of  Boston  Latin 
School  students  really  believe 
that  the  school’s  literary 
magazine  only  publishes  the 
writing  of  its  staff?  I  hoped  the 
answer  was  a  loud  “no,” 
but  then  I  remembered 
that  I  too  had  once  shared 
the  same  sentiment.  In 
fact,  in  eighth  grade  1 
decided  the  only  way  my 
poems  would  ever  be 
published  in  The  Register 
was  if  I  were  a  junior  or 
senior,  and  my  chances 
would  be  even  better  if  I 
was  on  the  staff.  Of 
course,  not  only  do  sixies 
and  eighth  graders  feel 
this  way  about  the 
magazine,  but  also  many 
upperclassmen. 

Now  as  the  co¬ 
editor  of  The  Register,  I  know 
for  a  fact  that  being  an  upper¬ 
classman  or  a  Register  staff 
member  does  not  give  you  an 
unfair  advantage  of  getting 
your  work  published.  All 
submissions  are  read  and 
scored  without  the  authors’ 
names.  First,  let  me  explain 
how  The  Register  works.  After 
submitting  a  piece  of  writing, 
the  submission  is  photocopied, 
put  into  a  binder,  read  and 
scored  by  all  of  the  students  on 
the  Editorial  Board.  After  the 
deadline,  the  editorial  board 
meets  and  discusses  the 
submissions  that  received  the 


highest  averages.  Not  until  the 
staff  begins  to  layout  the 
magazine  does  anyone  (except 
for  the  editors)  know  who 
wrote  what.  If  you  do  not 
believe  me,  come  to  room  201 
and  I  will  be  glad  to  show  the 
binders  of  submissions  with 
students'  names  whited-out. 
Also,  if  a  member  of  the 
editorial  board  submits  a  piece 


REGISTER  COVER  ART  BY  PAUL  SUNG,  I 

of  writing,  that  person  cannot 
give  the  submission  a  score. 
Even  if  he  or  she  does,  the 
editors  do  not  count  the  score. 

I  know  that  even 
though  I  explained  the  inner 
workings  of  The  Register, 
many  students  are  probably 
skeptical  because  so  many  of 
the  pieces  we  publish  are 
written  by  staff  members  and 
upperclassmen.  Why  is  that? 
First,  students  on  the  mag¬ 
azine’s  staff  know  and  adhere 
to  the  deadline.  Often  students 
submit  great  pieces  of  writing 


or  artwork  but  the  deadline  has 
already  passed.  Second,  the 
students  on  the  Editorial  Board 
are  quite  passionate  about 
writing  and  may  have  even 
attended  writing  workshops  or 
classes.  They  have  some 
expertise  in  the  field,  though 
people  who  are  not  on  the 
Editorial  Board  or  in  writing 
classes  can  produce  works  of 
an  even  higher  caliber. 
Finally,  the  same  people 
tend  to  submit  multiple 
pieces  of  writing.  Every 
issue  we  receive  about  two 
hundred  submissions,  but 
we  can  only  publish  about 
twenty-five.  Yet,  there  is 
not  a  different  author  of 
each  of  the  two  hundred 
submissions;  we  only 
receive  submissions  from 
about  seventy-five  dif¬ 
ferent  authors,  or  less. 

I  believe  many  stu¬ 
dents  are  fed  up  with  The 
Register  because  they 
think  it  is  yet  another 
corrupt  student  publication. 
Hopefully,  I  have  helped  to 
erase  these  misconceptions. 
The  staff  of  the  winter  issue  has 
had  to  work  hard  to  get  people 
to  submit,  in  part  because  of 
these  misconceptions.  If,  after 
reading  this  article,  you  still 
believe  The  Register  is  full  of 
self-righteous  writers  who  use 
school  money  to  publish  their 
own  writings,  come  to  home¬ 
room  124  and  I  can  give  you  a 
tour  of  whole  Register  pro¬ 
duction,  or  join  the  staff  and  see 
for  yourself  what  the  staff  does! 


A&E 


Coming  Attraction 
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Greg  Halloran 


By  Nafkote  Tamirat,  III 

AssistentA&E  Editor 


I  must  have  seen  Greg 
about  twenty  times  before  this, 
since  we  are  both  in  Concert 
Choir,  but  when  I  was  asked  to 
write  a  Coming  Attraction  about 
him,  my  first  question  was, 
“And  WHO  is  he  again?”  The 
reason  simply  being  that  Greg 
isn’t  the  type  of  guy  who  jumps 
out  at  you.  He’s  not  the  guy 
who’s  doing  a  funky  rain  dance 
in  the  middle  of  a  hot  July  day, 
no,  that’s  definitely  not  his  style. 
But,  however  quiet  he  may 
seem  to  the  observer,  Greg  has 
an  incredible  amount  of  talent. 

He’s  played  the  Alto 
Saxophone  since  he  was  a  sixie 
here  at  Boston  Latin  School 
(he’s  a  junior  now),  though  he 
admits  that  his  reason  for 
starting  wasn’t  the  most 
promising  beginning:  “1  started 
in  sixth  grade  because  1  thought 
it  was  cool,”  he  says,  looking 
kind  of  embarrassed  and 
impatient  as  he  waits  for  Show 
Choir  to  begin.  Oh,  by  the  way, 


did  I  mention  that  Greg  is  in 
Show  Choir?  And  Concert 
Choir?  He’s  a  tenor  in  both,  and 
he  started  singing  in  his  church 
choir  when  he  was  in  third 
grade,  a  year  when  most  of  us 
were  still  probably  singing 
“Twinkle,  twinkle  little  star” 
for  our  mommies.  He's  been  in 
Concert  Choir  since  last  year, 
and  he’s  been  in  Show  Choir 
just  this  year,  and  I  can 
personally  attest  to  how  hard  it 
is  to  make  your  voice  heard  as 
a  tenor,  especially  in  Concert 
Choir,  since  there  are  so  few  of 
them. 

His  talent  goes  beyond 
the  schools  choirs  and  bands 
though;  he’s  also  in  the  high 
school  choir  at  his  church,  and 
he  plays  the  hand  bells.  When 
asked  whether  or  not  he’d  like 
to  advance  further  into  music 
as  a  career,  he  answered, 
“Maybe,  I’m  not  sure,  I  guess 
I’ll  always  do  it  for  fun,”  and 
soon  after  that  he  walked  to  his 
seat  for  the  beginning  of  Show 
Choir.  Rock  on  Greg,  and  have 
fun  with  the  sparkly  bow  ties. 


Facing  “The  Laramie  Project 

By  Kate  Jalbert,  I 


Staff  W  riter 


On  November  9, 200 1 , 
Ms.  Freeman’s  five  Facing 
History  and  Ourselves  classes, 
along  with  Mr.  Aversa’s 
Humanities  class  and  several  of 
Ms.  Teasdale’s  drama  students 
headed  out  to  see  the  Boston 
Theatre  Works’  production  of 
“The  Laremie  Project”  at  the 
Tremont  Theater  in  Boston’s 
theater  district.  “The  Laremie 
Project,”  written  by  Moises 
Kaufman  and  the  members  of 
the  Tectonic  Theatre  Project,  is 
a  play  exploring  the  town  of 
Laramie,  Wyoming,  where  on 
October  6,  1998,  Matthew 
Shepard,  an  openly  gay  student 
at  the  University  of  Wyoming, 
was  badly  beaten  and  tied  to  a 
fence.  Consequently,  he  died 
due  to  fatal  injuries. 

“The  Laremie  Project” 
was  a  task  taken  on  by  Moises 
Kaufman  and  the  Tectonic 
Theatre  Project,  beginning  four 


weeks  after  the  murder  of 
Shepard.  The  nine  members  of 
the  theatre  group  set  out  to 

Laramie  in  an  effort  to  collect 

• 

interviews  from  the  local 
townspeople.  Moises  Kaufman 
has  commented  that  “the  idea 
of  ‘The  Laremie  Project’ 
originated  in  my  desire  to  learn 
more  about  why  Matthew 
Shepard  was  murdered,  about 
what  happened  that  night,  about 
the  town  of  Laramie.”  While 
in  Laramie,  the  group  con¬ 
ducted  more  than  200 
interviews  with  friends, 
relatives,  doctors,  locals,  etc. 
over  the  span  of  a  year  and  a 
half.  Following  the  collection 
of  these  interviews,  Moises 
Kaufman  and  head  writer, 
Leigh  Fondakowski,  took  over 
the  cumbersome  task  of 
compiling  all  these  detailed, 
personal  interviews  into  one 
concrete  drama,  which  helped 
to  better  explain  the  town  of 
Laramie.  The  play  opened  first 
in  Denver  at  the  Denver  Center 
Theater  in  February  2000.  It 


then  moved  to  New  York  City, 
at  the  Union  Square  Theatre. 
Finally,  in  November  2000,  the 
play  was  brought  to  Laramie. 

Now  “The  Laremie 
Project”  has  ended  its  off- 
Broadway  run  in  New  York  by 
the  Tectonic  Theatre  Project, 
but  the  project  is  far  from 
abandoned.  Moises  Kaufman 
is  now  directing  a  film  version 
of  the  play  for  HBO,  which 
includes  all  the  original 
participating  members  of  the 
play,  along  with  other  actors, 
such  as  Steve  Buscemi, 
Kathleen  Chalfant,  Peter 
Fonda,  Janeane  Garofalo,  Bill 
Irwin,  Joshua  Jackson,  Terry 
Kinney,  Laura  Linney,  Amy 
Madigan,  Camryn  Manheim, 
Summer  Phoenix,  Christina 
Ricci,  Lois  Smith  and  Frances 
Sternhagen,  making  a  star- 
studded  cast.  The  film  version 
of  “The  Laremie  Projecf’is  set 
to  air  in  the  spring  of  2002  on 
HBO. 

“The  Laremie  Project” 

was  in  Boston  from  October  1 9 
_ 


to  November  18,  and  was  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  Boston  Theatre 
Project,  which  is  now  in  its 
fourth-season  of  existence.  It 
was  directed  by  Nancy  Curran 
Willis  and  Jason  Sutherland, 
and  featured  James  Barton, 
Kent  French,  Anne  Gottlieb, 
Tom  Lawlor,  Laura  Napoli, 
Sheila  Stasack,  Holly  Vanasse 
and  Forrest  Walter.  Throughout 
the  play,  each  of  these  eight 
actors  and  actresses  played  at 
least  three  distinctly  different 
characters,  performing  and 
transitioning  between  char¬ 
acters  flawlessly.  There  were 
simplistic  costumes,  often 
including  only  the  addition  of 
a  sweatshirt,  a  scarf,  or  glasses 
for  each  character.  The  set, 
upon  first  glance,  seemed  plain, 
however  with  closer  exam¬ 
ination,  one  noticed  the  four 
television  monitors,  which 
displayed  different  relevant 
images  for  each  character 
portrayal,  and  the  actual 
staging,  which  was  a  road  map 


5J 

Overall,  “The  Laremie 
Project”  was  a  phenomenally 
moving  and  inspirational  play. 
The  memorable  characters, 
such  as  Jediah  Schultz,  a  theater 
student  at  the  University  of 
Wyoming,  or  Romaine 
Paterson,  a  lesbian  student  who 
imaginatively  thwarted  anti¬ 
gay  protesting  efforts,  left  the 
audience  in  awe.  The  play 
triggered  all  emotions,  causing 
the  audience  to  not  only  laugh 
boisterously  and  cry  at  points, 
but  also  to  feel  fear,  anger,  and 
love.  The  actors  made  a 
spectacular  performance  that 
left  the  audience  feeling  an 
emotional  attachment  to  all  the 
characters,  the  town  of 
Laramie,  and  Matthew  Shepard 
himself.  As  the  final  scene 
ended  with  the  audience  of 
Boston  Latin  School  seniors 
and  juniors  in  tears,  the  lights 
came  up,  and  the  entire  theater 
was  filled  with  the  echoing 
sounds  of  a  well-deserved 
standing  ovation. 


mmm 


_ 


_ 
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Danielle  Drummond 

By  Amy  Arrington,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

Who  is  Danielle 
Drummond?  What  does  she 
do?  Why  is  she  important 
enough  to  merit  an  arts 
spotlight  in  the  Argo?  I  will 
answer  these  questions  and 
more,  hopefully  as  you  the 
reader  enter  the  world  of  Dru- 
Monde  (said  with  a  perfect 
French  accent). 

Danielle  Alexis 
Drummond  was  born  on 
March  25,  1984.  She  actually 
began  her  love  affair  with  the 
performing  arts  in  her  mother’s 
womb.  She  has  taken  lessons 
in  ballet,  tap,  jazz,  and  African 
dance  since  the  age  of  two,  and 
she  began  singing  in  her 
church  choir  when  she  was  just 
a  wee  girl  of  five. 

At  BLS,  Danielle  has 
been  involved  with  choirs  from 
“jump  street.”  At  the  moment, 
she  is  involved  in  the  Handel 
and  Hadyn  Society,  Treble 
Ensemble  Choir,  Concert 
Choir,  and  the  Gospel  Choir. 

In  school  she’s  essentially 
known  as  “that  soprano  who 
can  hit  those  ridiculously  high 
notes.”  If  you  still  aren't  sure 
who  she  is,  here’s  another  clue. 

Do  you  remember  the  girl 


singing  the  “Habenera”  in 
gypsy-peasant  clothing?  Well, 
that  was  the  great  Danielle. 
Her  voice  will  blow  you  away. 
She  can  hit  notes  you  never 
even  knew  existed  and  produce 
sounds  you  never  dreamed  of. 
The  school  was  astounded  two 
years  ago  at  the  annual  holiday 
concert  when  Danielle  showed 
us  just  what  she  was  made  of 
in  her  incredible  solo. 

Danielle  has  more  to 
offer  than  music,  however.  She 
is  one  of  the  most  intelligent 
people  I  know.  She  might  not 
be  known  as  number  one  at 
Boston  Latin,  but  she  is  known 
for  her  great  work  ethic,  her 
integrity,  and  her  wonderful 
writing  ability.  And  more  than 
that,  she  has  the  greatest  smile 
and  the  kindest  heart.  Her  wit, 
smiles,  and  rational  thinking 
have  helped  me  through  my 
hard  times  in  all  the  years  I 
have  known  her.  On  the  first 
day  of  school  sixie  year,  she 
introduced  herself  to  me  as  I 
was  almost  lost  in  the  crowd. 
Today,  she  is  still  by  my  side. 

Danielle  Dru-Monde 
has  the  voice  of  a  goddess,  the 
rhythm  of  a  rapper,  and  the 
qualities  of  a  true  friend.  To 
call  Danielle  talented  would  be 
an  understatement;  she  is 
nothing  less  than  mesmerizing. 


Correction:  Last  issues  “Drama  Club  Update”  introduced 
Dyana  Kimball  as  being  “involved  with  ”  the  Boston  Directors 
Lab.  Ms.  Kimball  is  actually  the  founder  and  director  of  the 
Boston  Director's  Lab.  For  more  info,  visit  http:// 
www.bostondirectorslab.com. 

-Adam  Finelli,  I 


Drama  Club:  getting 
better  all  the  time 


By  Nafkote  Tamirat,  III 

Assistant  A&E  Editor 


Now,  for  those  of  you 
avid  readers  of  the  Argo  who 
read  this  paper  like  the  Bible, 
you  may  recall  an  article  that 
was  written  last  year  about  how 
the  Drama  Club  needed 
improvements  in  order  to  stop 
alienating  younger  students.  (I’ll 
admit  it,  I  wrote  it.)  During  this 
year  alone,  the  Drama  Club  has 
made  numerous  improvements, 
which  I  think  ought  to  be 
noticed  and  applauded. 

One  major  improvement 
was  the  casting  for  this  year’s 
fall  play,  “You  Can’t  Take  It 
With  You,”  which  was  directed 
by  Liz  Johnson  (I).  I  don’t  know 
about  you  guys,  but  I  was 
impressed  when  I  saw  that  much 
of  the  cast  is  made  up  of  faces 
that  we  have  not  seen  in  a  Centre 
Stage  Production.  There  are 
freshmen,  eighth  graders, 
improv  people,  and  low  and 
behold,  a  sixie!  Also,  there  are 
so  many  different  branches  of 
the  Drama  Club  right  now  that 
there  are  incredible  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  almost  everyone.  For 
those  who  hate  memorizing 
lines,  but  love  making  fools  of 
themselves,  there  is  the  Yellow 
Submarine  Improv  Troupe, 
which  has  been  going  strong  for 
almost  three  years.  For  those 
people  who  love  Shakespeare 


and  teaching  class  while 
missing  classes  themselves, 
there  is  the  school’s 
Shakespeare  company,  the  Peer 
Players.  There’s  the  upcoming 
Cabaret  Night,  which  will  be 
available  to  all  students  who 
want  to  display  their  talents  in 
theater  or  music.  Last  but  not 
least,  the  event  that  we’ve  been 
breathlessly  waiting  for:  a 
musical  in  the  spring.  This  will 
also  certainly  open  up  many 
avenues  for  students  of  all  ages, 
both  in  theater  and  in  music. 

When  asked  why  so 
many  changes  have  been 
happening  so  rapidly,  sopho¬ 
more  Natasha  Ramanayake, 
manager  of  the  Peer  Players  and 
assistant  director  of  the  fall  play, 
replied:  “The  new  producers  are 
a  lot  more  liberal,  and  the  ‘upper 
crust’  of  the  Drama  Club  has 
been  almost  abolished.  The  new 
producers  have  had  connections 
with  younger  students  as  well, 
so  they  know  where  we’re 
coming  from.”  Liz  Johnson 
agreed,  saying:  “The  producers 
now  have  specific  jobs,  so  that 
we  know  exactly  who  to  go  to 
with  what,  and  it  helps  that  we 
now  have  a  house  and  a  tech 
manager.”  Johnson  and  Adam 
Finelli  (I)  one  of  the  student 
producers,  also  mention  that 
since  the  relationship  between 
the  main  stage  and  “the  fringe” 
(branches  of  the  Drama  Club 
outside  of  Centre  Stage  such  as 


the  improv  troupe)  has 
improved,  it  has  made  the 
Drama  Club  more  connected 
and  has  contributed  to  the 
progress  that  has  now  been 
made. 

Many  enhancements  to 
the  Drama  Club  have  been 
made,  but  it  is  in  general 
agreement  that  there  are  still 
things  which  can  be  done.  One 
idea  that  most  people  share  is 
that  the  Actors’  Workshop, 
which  was  available  to  students 
three  years  ago  should  be 
reinstated,  as  well  as  the 
Playwrighting  Workshop.  These 
two  workshops  helped  students 
improve  their  theater  skills  and 
eventually  rtiove  onto  other 
plays.  This  workshop  would 
also  be  helpful  to  younger 
students  who  might  not  be  very 
good  at  improvisation  or  might 
not  like  Shakespeare,  but  who 
still  want  to  get  involved  in 
theater.  Another  message  that 
should  be  sent  out  more  to 
younger  students  is  to  get 
involved  in  tech!  As  Liz 
explains,  “You  can’t  just  devote 
yourself  to  one  aspect  of  theater, 
since  it’s  really  an  all-around 
thing.  There’s  the  acting  aspect 
and  the  technical  aspect  of  it. 
Also,  by  doing  tech,  you  can 
make  yourself  known  rhore  in 
the  Drama  Club,  which  boosts 
your  chances  of  getting  casted 
in  future  plays.” 
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PRESENTING  THE  CAST  OF  YOU  CAN'T  TAKE  IT  WITH  YOU 


Football  Band  supports  from  the  sidelines 


B\  Katie  Macdonald,  III 

CONTRIBl  TING  WRITER 

Have  you  ever  walked 
through  the  arts  wing  on  a 
Wednesday  afternoon?  Or 
perhaps  you’ve  been  to  a 
varsity  football  game?  If  so. 
you  were  lucky  enough  to  hear 
the  musical  talent  of  the  BLS 
Football  Band,  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Pitts. 


A  group  of  energy- 
filled  musicians,  the  Football 
Band  is  always  ready  and 
willing  to  support  the 
Wolfpack.  They  are  at  every 
home  and  away  game  as  long 
as  there  is  adequate  funding. 
They  cheer  on  the  players,  and 
have  an  extremely  fun  time 
doing  so.  They  play  a  variety 
of  songs,  ranging  from  their 
newer  charts,  such  as  “Soul 


Man”  and  “Disco  Inferno”  to 
more  classic  pep  tunes  such  as 
“The  Hey  Song”  and  “Wipe 
Out.”  This  year,  the  Football 
Band  even  started  early, 
holding  three  practices  during 
the  last  week  of  August  to 
prepare  for  the  upcoming 
season.  When  asked  what  it 
was  like  to  be  President  of  such 
a  group,  senior  Kim  Dembro 
responded:  “It  was  a  lot  of  fun 


to  be  president.  Sometimes 
there  was  a  lot  of  work,  but  I 
did  not  mind.  It  was  worth  it 
w  hen  we  got  to  the  games  and 
people  told  me  that  we  sounded 
great.” 

Having  cheered  the 
Wolfpack  on  to  victory  against 
Boston  English  on  Thanks¬ 
giving  Day,  the  Football  Band 
has  drawn  to  a  close  for  the 
season.  It  was  a  wonderful 


year!  If  it  happens  that  you 
have  not  taken  the  time  to  stop 
and  listen  to  these  wacky, 
purple-clad  BLS  students  play 
their  fantastic  music  to  support 
the  Wolfpack,  I  highly  suggest 
that  you  do  so.  If  you  play  a 
wind  or  percussion  instrument 
and  are  looking  for  a  fun 
musical  experience,  think 
about  joining  next  year! 


December  200] 
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BLS  alive  with  the  sound 
of  a  Chamber  Orchestra 


By  Natasha  Ramanayake,  III 

Staff  Writer 


It  is  your  regular 
Tuesday,  2:30  PM.  If  you 
happen  to  take  a  stroll  on  the 
first  floor  of  the  arts  wing, 
you’ll  hear  something  new  and 
different:  the  sound  of  an 
orchestra. 

That’s  right.  BLS  has 
its  very  own  chamber 
orchestra.  The  group,  first 
organized  by  Nancy  Schaffer 
(’97),  was  reestablished  last 
year  by  current  sophomores 
Natasha  Ramanayake  and  Jose 
Santiago.  What  was  originally 
conceived  as  a  simple  string 
quartet  expanded,  and  the 
ensemble,  which  was  quite 
inactive  for  some  time,  was 
revived.  Their  goal  in  starting 


up  the  ensemble  was  that  it 
would  be  “by  the  students,  for 
the  students,”  and  so  it  is.  The 
ensemble  consists  of  and  is 
entirely  run  by  students  with 
the  help  of  faculty  advisor  Ms. 
White. 

'When  last  year’s 
leaders  met  again  this 
September,  they  decided  to 
make  a  daring  move:  further 
expansion.  Up  until  that  point, 
the  ensemble  had  been  open 
only  to  string  students.  This 
year,  they  decided  to  take  it 
one  step  further  and  form  a 
complete  chamber  orchestra. 

Unfortunately,  this 
orchestra  is  not  fully  complete. 
As  was  the  case  last  year,  the 
ensemble  consists  mainly  of 
string  students,  most  of  whome 
are  violinists.  The  orchestra, 


which  plans  on  performing  at 
this  year’s  Holiday  Concert,  is 
seeking  more  brass  and 
woodwind  musicians  to  join 
their  ranks. 

Sophomore  Emilia 
Zambrano,  the  concert 
mistress  of  this  particular 
ensemble,  expresses  her 
excitement  about  this  year’s 
group.  “They  are  enthusiastic 
and  talented,”  she  says.  Emilia 
is  also  happy  to  see  so  many 
underclassmen  involved  this 
year.  They  express  a  talent  and 
vivacity  which  is  sure  to  bring 
them  success.  The  orchestra  is 
looking  forward  to  an  amazing 
year  of  performing  wonderful 
music. 

For  more  information,  see 
Emilia  Zambrano  in  FIR  211. 
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BLS  IS  ALL  JAZZED  UP:  MEMBERS  OFTHE  BIG  BAND  PERFORM. 


Big  Band  fires  up  again 


By  Rob  Winikates,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


What’s  swingin’, 
burnin’,  and  award-winnin’? 
The  BLS  Big  Band,  that’s  what! 
Why  is  it  called  the  Big  Band 
instead  of  something  more 
recognizable  like  the  Jazz  Band? 
Big  Band  is  the  name  for  the 
classic  American  jazz  sound  that 
came  from  Dixie  music  roots. 
It  was  the  popular  music  of  the 
1920s  with  big  performers  like 
Duke  Ellington,  Count  Basie, 
and  Louis  Armstrong.  Today  a 
jazz  band  can  play  any  style 
from  Dixie  to  Swing  to  Latin  to 
Fusion  Jazz,  and  since  our  main 
songs  (or  charts  in  jazz  talk)  are 
Big  Band  pieces,  we  call 
ourselves  the  Big  Band. 

In  the  BLS  Big  Band 
we  have  five  trumpets,  five 
trombones,  six  saxophones, 
eight  members  of  the  rhythm 
section,  and,  of  course,  our 
conductor  Mr.  Pitts.  Our 
entirely  new  trumpet  section  is 


led  by  sophomore  Lily  Mooney; 
senior  Dan  Ciambrone  leads  the 
trombone  section,  junior 
Dennison  Blackett  is  the  first 
alto  sax,  and  senior  Kim 
Dembro  is  the  first  tenor  sax. 
Of  the  24  Big  Band  members, 
we  have  eight  new  players  who 
will  help  us  build  into  a  better 
band  in  future  years. 

The  Big  Band  is 
looking  forward  to  making  a 
recording  this  year.  This  would 
provide  both  a  learning 
experience  for  the  band  and  a 
chance  to  let  those  who  might 
otherwise  not  be  able  to  make  it 
to  our  many  concerts  hear  our 
music.  The  recording  also 
would  be  used  to  enter  us  into  a 
national  jazz  contest,  the 
Essentially  Ellington  Com¬ 
petition.  We  will  be  competing 
in  the  Berklee  College  of  Music 
High  School  Jazz  Festival  this 
year  in  January,  as  well  as  the 
International  Association  of 
Jazz  Educators’  statewide 
contest. 


When  I  asked  Mr.  Pitts 
what  he  saw  in  the  future  for  the 
Big  Band  he  replied,  “I  would 
like  to  continue  our  participation 
in  the  IAJE  festival,  and 
continue  to  make  the  state  finals. 
Someday,  I  hope  to  reach  the 
Berklee  finals.  I  would  also  like 
to  see  more  students  forming 
and  participating  in  independent 
combos,  and  I  would  also  like 
to  have  more  guest  artists,  and 
possibly  begin  an  annual  ‘jazz 
night’  with  a  guest  artist.”  To 
achieve  these  goals,  the  Big 
Band  practices  as  a  group  on 
Monday  afternoons,  and  for  the 
rest  of  the  week,  with  exception 
of  Friday,  we  have  sectionals. 
So  if  you  happen  to  be  in  the 
building  any  Monday  afternoon, 
feel  free  to  drop  by  the  band 
room  (418)  and  listen  to  us 
rehearse  one  of  our  new  charts, 
be  it  “Zweet  Zurzday,”  “Such 
Sweet  Thunder,”  “Things  Ain’t 
What  They  Used  To  Be,”  or 
“Sultry  Sunset.” 
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Paul  Sung 

By  Katelyn  Winning,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


I  asked  Paul  what  he  thought  about  my  interviewing 
him  for  this  article,  and  he  told  me,  “You  picked  the  totally 
wrong  person,  man.”  That  should  give  you  a  rough  idea  of 
what  it  is  like  to  talk  to  Paul.  He  doesn’t  talk  much;  if  he  does, 
it  almost  surprises  you.  But  even  if  he  doesn’t  make  that  much 
of  a  presence  (due  to  his  reluctance  to  speak),  his  art  does. 
You  all  saw  last  spring’s  front  cover  of  The  Register  and  were 
amazed  by  the  fantastic  piece  on  the  cover.  But  how  many 
then  asked  yourselves,  “Who  is  Paul  Sung?”  Well,  let  me  help 
you  out. 

Paul  is  a  difficult  person  to  get  to  know;  he  has  two 
sides.  There  is  the  quiet  side,  obviously  passionate  about  art 
as  demonstrated  by  his  many  artistic  activities,  and  then  there 
is  the  rock-and-roll  side  of  Paul,  which  is  more  surprising  but 
still  apparent.  It  takes  a  little  while  to  get  to  see  both  faces, 
and  many  never  will;  however,  no  matter  how  many  ways  one 
gets  to  know  Paul  Sung,  his  love  of  art  is  always  exposed. 
Paul  is  a  student  in  the  very  selective  AP  Art  program  at  Latin, 
but  he  does  not  limit  his  practice  of  art  within  school  walls. 
He  also  paints  at  home,  and  has  taken  part  in  a  host  of  outside 
school  art  classes,  including  weekend  sessions  and  extended 
programs  for  summer  vacation.  Most  of  the  classes  he  attended 
were  offered  at  the  Massachusetts  College  of  Art,  Paul’s  top 
choice  for  college  next  year. 

That  is  the  quieter  side  to  Paul.  He  paints,  he  also 
writes  short  stories  . . .  rather  calm  and  creative  activities.  And 
while  he  enjoys  these,  this  is  not  all  there  is  to  him.  As  I 
mentioned  before,  Paul  is  rock-and-roll  —  he  is  also  incredibly 
passionate  about  the  guitar. 

When  I  asked  Paul  if  he  played  an  instrument,  he 
described  to  me  exactly  what  “Miss  Moon”  looks  like:  a  red 
Stratocaster  with  a  rosewood  fingerboard  and  (sadly)  a  chip  in 
the  paint.  To  say  it  simply,  an  electric  guitar.  Paul’s  interest  in 
playing  guitar  is  something  he  and  I  share  and  have  bonded 
over,  but  it  is  also  something  he  keeps  almost  hidden  from 
many  others.  In  fact,  unless  one  talks  to  Paul  directly  about 
his  love  for  guitar  or  this  Japanese  punk  rock  band  called  Glay, 
there  is  only  one  way  to  know  how  rock-and-roll  Paul  is:  look 
at  his  art. 

The  concentration  section  of  the  AP  Art  exam  requires 
that  a  student  choose  to  do  a  series  of  works  on  one  common 
theme,  and  Paul  has  chosen  to  do  paintings  based  on  “rock  and 
roll.”  These  paintings  are  indeed  what  they  are  supposed  to 
be;  they  are  embodied  by  vibrant  colors,  a  strong  sense  of 
movement,  and  incredibly  accurate  illustrations  of  instruments. 
Hopefully  these  fabulous  works  will  also  show  up  in  The 
Register  sometime  so  that  everyone  can  know  Paul  the  way 
that  I  do:  as  a  young  man  with  enthusiasm  for  his  art. 

What  I  admire  about  Paul  is  that  he  is  able  to  mix  his 
passions  for  painting  and  music  into  one  result,  rock-and-roll 
themed  works.  But  something  else  that  I  find  admirable  is  the 
fact  that  he  will  continue  to  study  art  after  high  school.  Paul 
hopes  to  be  accepted  at  MassArt,  where  he  will  then  pursue  his 
dreams  of  becoming  a  director.  Paul  hopes  to  take  his  own 
artistic  knowledge  and  use  it  to  make  awe-inspiring  independent 
movies,  which  he  describes  as  “movies  that  will  change 
people.”  How  can  one  become  as  talented  an  artist  as  Paul? 
Well,  many  of  you  may  be  years  behind  schedule.  Paul  claims 
that  his  passion  for  drawing  began  at  age  five  and  he  just  never 
stopped.  And  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  too  strenuous  a  task 
for  anyone  to  amount  to  be  such  a  marvelous  painter  and  as 
unique  a  character  as  Paul  Sung. 


Edtiors’  Note 

The  physical  reality  of  the 
devastation  in  New  York  and 
Washington  was  and  continues  to  be 
easy  to  see.  Such  carnage  inspires  a 
visceral  reaction.  As  the  scrolling 
headlines  on  every  major  news  network  tell 
us.  these  acts  of  terror  do  indeed  represent 
an  “Attack  on  America.” 

America  is  facing,  however,  another  attack,  one 
that  is  much  more  ambiguous,  not  as  easily 
recognized  and  repelled.  While  the  smoke  has  finally 
cleared  from  the  World  Trade  Center  and  the  Pentagon,  it 
has  yet  to  lift  from  this  new  battlefield,  this  new  ‘Ground 
Zero.’ This  new  danger  is  also  an  attack  on  freedom;  its  source, 
however,  is  entirely  different. 

This  challenge  is  not  a  threat  to  national  security;  it  is 
made  under  the  guise  of  protecting  America.  It  does  not  come 
in  the  form  of  hijacked  planes  and  knife  wielding 
extremists —  it  spreads  from  within.  This  attack  is  being 
waged  on  the  very  core  of  American  belief:  on  our  civil 
liberties. 

These  attacks  on  American  civil  liberties  came  hard  on 
the  heels  of  September  1 1 .  In  early  October,  John  Ashcroft, 
attorney  general  of  the  United  States,  hurried  to  propose  an 
‘anti-terrorism’  or  ‘patriot’  act  that  would  serve  to  protect 
Americans  more  fully  from  terrorism.  During  the  first  few 
days  of  November,  President  Bush  signed  into  effect  an 
executive  order  that  essentially  dooms  those  suspected  of 
terrorism  to  a  secret  military  tribunal  without  a  chance  for 
appeal  or  federal  review. 

There  are  certain  rights  guaranteed  to  all  who  live  on 
American  soil,  not  just  to  those  who  are  citizens.  In  this  issue, 
the  Forum  Department  has  chosen  to  focus  on  American  civil 
liberties  and  the  recent  steps  taken  to  alter  and  limit  them  in 
the  wake  of  fear  and  anger  that  continues  to  lap  American 
shores  in  the  weeks  following  September  1 1 .  Here,  we  look 
more  closely  at  these  new  limitations  and  their  implications 
for  our  country.  — Alison  Damaskos  and  Mimi  Lai, 

Forum  Editors 


Just  the  facts : 

U.S.A.  Patriot  Act 

•  Allows  for  indefinite  detention  of  non-citizens 
who  are  not  terrorists  on  minor  visa  violations  if 
they  cannot  be  deported  because  they  are  stateless, 
their  country  of  origin  refuses  to  accept  them  or 
because  they  would  face  torture  in  their  country  of 
origin. 

•  Minimizes  judicial  supervision  of  federal 
telephone  and  Internet  surveillance  by  law 
enforcement  authorities. 

•  Expands  the  ability  of  the  government  to  conduct 
secret  searches. 

•  Gives  the  Attorney  General  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  the  power  to  designate  domestic  groups  as 
terrorist  organizations  and  deport  any  non-citizen 
who  belongs  to  them 

•  Grants  the  FBI  broad  access  to  sensitive  business 
records  about  individuals  without  having  to  show 
evidence  of  a  crime. 

•  Leads  to  large-scale  investigations  of  American 
citizens  for  “intelligence”  purposes. 

Source:  American  Civil  Liberties  Union, 
http://www.aclu.0rg/c0ngress/l  1 10101a.html 

Additional  Expansions 
of  Goverment  Power 

•  Extended  FBI  power  to  monitor  phone  calls,  c- 
mail  messages,  and  Internet  traffic  of  citizens 

•  Executive  power  to  conduct  secret  military 
tribunals  of  non-citizen  suspected  of  terrorism.  A 
two-thirds  majority  vote  by  the  overseeing  military 
panel  is  enough  for  a  death  sentence. 


“ Inter  arm, 

In  time  of  war,  t 


By  Tommy  O’Malley,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


On  September  10,  the  thought  of  Congress  passing  legislation  that  allows 
the  FBI  and  the  CIA  to  wiretap  conversations,  read  personal  e-mails,  and  access 
almost  any  information  about  a  person  that  they  wanted  would  have  seemed  absurd. 
The  mention  of  non-citizens  living  in  America  being  tried  by  military  tribunals  rather 
than  a  judge  or  jury  would  have  been  laughable.  Then  again,  on  September  10,  the 
Twin  Towers  still  stood  tall,  and  over  six  thousand  innocent  Americans  put  their  heads 
onto  their  pillows  for  the  last  time. 

When  the  United  States  came  under  attack  on  September  1 1 ,  it  was  indeed  a 
wake  up  call.  It  put  the  U.S.  on  notice  that  our  slipshod  stance  on  terrorism  could  not 
continue.  As  it  was  during  the  Clinton  administration,  a  misguided  missile  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  would  no  longer  suffice.  In  the  instant  that  the  first  plane  hit  the 
North  Tower,  our  way  of  life  was  forced  to  change.  That  night,  when  President  Bush 
addressed  the  nation,  he  vowed  to  rid  the  world  of  terrorism.  Although  this  is  an 
impossibly  idealistic  proposition,  it  is  our  duty  as  Americans  to  try.  One  major  step 
toward  that  goal  is  the  Uniting  and  Supporting  America  Act.  Because  of  its  heavy 
terms,  which  include  granting  enforcement  agencies  the  ability  to  wiretap 
conversations  and  perform  searches  of  suspected  terrorists,  many  people,  from  both 
sides  of  the  political  spectrum,  are  labeling  it  “unconstitutional.”  On  October  12, 
however.  Congress  overwhelmingly  passed  it  with  a  337-79  vote.  The  Patriot  Act  is 
not  unconstitutional,  but  quite  the  contrary.  The  Constitution  was  written  to  “establish 
justice,  insure  domestic  tranquility,  provide  for  the  common  defense,  promote  the 
general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  posterity.”  America 
was  founded  on  the  basis  that  its  citizens  could  live  free  from  fear.  The  terrorists  w  ho 
took  the  lives  of  so  many  of  these  citizens  are  a  far  more  ruthless  enemy  than  America 
has  ever  faced  before.  Therefore,  the  tactics  used  against  them  must  be  more  vigilant 
in  order  to  guarantee  these  for  future  generations. 


f 


(continued  page  13) 


SILENT  LEGES. 

— Cicero 


ie  laws  are  silent. 


! 


Have  you  ever  written  an  e-mail  saying  you  don’t  like  what  the  government 
is  doing?  Have  you  ever  told  someone  over  the  phone  that  you  didn’t  like  war? 
Well,  my  friend,  you  could  be  a  terrorist  according  to  the  new  “Uniting  America” 
Act  passed  through  Congress  two  months  ago.  This  bill  allows  government  agencies 
to  read  your  electronic  mail,  listen  to  your  phone  conversations,  and  see  which 
Web  Sites  you  visit.  In  fact,  if  you  are  not  a  United  States  citizen,  you  can  be  put  in 
jail  for  as  long  as  the  government  wants,  and  they  won’t  even  have  to  tell  you  why. 
The  mastermind  behind  this  desecration  of  our  Constitution  is  good  oT  John 
Ashcroft,  our  Attorney  General. 

The  government  has  been  telling  people  for  two  months  that  there  are 
more  attacks  coming;  we  must  be  willing  to  give  up  our  freedoms  for  a  while 
longer.  This  seems  like  a  plot  by  the  government  to  keep  their  fancy  new  surveillance 
systems  in  place,  to  keep  us  quiet  and  subservient;  more  than  half  of  the  bill  has 
nothing  to  do  with  terrorism,  and  is  made  up  of  other  surveillance  bills  that  Congress 
shot  down  years  ago.  The  intrusions  mentioned  in  the  provisions  of  the  bill  are  not 
just  for  suspected  terrorists,  but  anyone  who  does  not  support  our  government  or 
its  military  actions.  By  the  definition  given,  Greenpeace  or  People  for  the  Ethical 
Treatment  of  Animals  can  be  considered  terrorist  organizations.  No  one  is  safe 
from  the  privacy  infringements  that  are  now  within  the  power  of  our  government. 
The  whole  idea  of  America  as  a  free  country  is  being  destroyed. 

John  Ashcroft  claims  that  this  if  for  the  good  of  our  country.  I  personally 
do  not  think  that  this  bill  will  do  anything  to  stop  terrorists.  If  they  want  to  hurt  us, 
they  will,  assuming  they’re  smart  enough  not  to  write  each  other  e-mails  about 
their  plans.  In  Ireland  during  the  1970’s,  increased  police  presence  and  privacy 
intrusions  actually  garnered  support  for  the  Irish  Republican  Army,  because  they 
made  the  government  seem  paranoid  and  controlling. 

(continued  page  19) 


Forum 
Question: 

In  the  wake  of 
September  11,  certain 
limitations  have  been 
placed  on  American  civil 
liberties  in  the  name  of 
national  security  while 
government  power  has  been 
expanded.  Is  this  ap-propriate  in  a 
democracy? 


No.  I  know  why  they’re  doing  it,  but 
in  America  you  should  be  free. 
Email  is  all  right,  but  phone  calls — 
that’s  different.  What  you  talk  about 
with  your  best  friend — that’s  stuff 
you  don’t  want  other  people  to 
know. 

— Rafael  Santos,  VI 


No.  I  don’t  think  it’s  appropriate 
in  a  demo-cracy  because 
everybody  has  rights  under  the 
Constitution;  national  security  is 
important  but  human  rights  are 
also  important. 

— Elizabeth  Timmerman,  V 


I  think  it’s  a  good  idea,  because  this 
way  it  will  be  easier  for  the 
government  to  crack  down  on 
terrorism.  I’m  not  worried  because 
I’m  not  a  terrorist. 

— Marco  Oldsman,  IV 


Under  the  Const-itution,  all 
citizens  of  the  United  States  are 
guaranteed  the  same  civil  liberties. 

I  have  a  problem  with  privacy 
invasion,  with  the  government 
detaining  people  without  cause,  but 
if  there  is  just  cause,  then  it  should 
be  legal  for  the  government  to  use 
these  measures  against  suspected 
terrorists. 

— St.  John  Barnard-Smith,  III 


I  think  it’s  completely  nuts.  It’s  a 
witch  hunt.  One  bad  apple  does  not 
spoil  the  bunch.  What  happen-ed  is 
sad,  but  we  can’t  discriminate 
against  peo-ple  because  they’re 
different  by  our  standards. 

— Faith  Imafidon,  II 


No.  Because  it’s  violating  the 

simple  rights  given  to  us  as  United 

States  citizens.  I  also  don’t  agree 

with  the  new  immigration  policies. 

The  powers  of  President  Bush’s 

,  t 

exec-utive  order  for  military 

tribunals  degrades  our  entire 

judicial  system. 

— Katie  Sullivan,  I 

PHOTOS  BY  JAMES  ZHEN ,  II 
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Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Safeguarding 

security 


By  Burgess  Nichols,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

When  my  grandmother  was 
in  her  twenties  and  still  living 
with  her  father  in  California, 
they  had  a  visit  from  the  FBI. 
It  was  1943.  Their  last  name 
was  Bauerdorf  and  they  had  a 
brand  new,  fancy  radio.  Vigilant 
neighbors  called  the  police.  My 
grandmother  did  not  become  a 
bitter  woman  because  of  this. 
She  and  her  father  understood 
that  the  times  dictated  such 
procedures. 

It  is  plain  and  simple.  Some 
of  our  civil  liberties  have  been 
limited  due  to  the  recent 
terrorist  activities  in  the  United 
States.  This  cannot  be  spun  by 
those  in  the  media.  This  is  a 
cold,  hard  reality. 

Ten  days  after  September 
11,1  took  a  flight  to  Baltimore. 
On  my  way  out  of  the 
congested  airport,  I  noticed  that 
two  Maryland  state  troopers 
had  stopped  and  were  ques¬ 
tioning  an  Arab-American.  He 
looked  very  tired  and  was 
flustered  and  upset  that  he  was 
being  singled  out.  A  week  after 
that  incident  I  got  off  the  bus 
at  Copley  Square,  and  I  saw  two 
Middle  Eastern-looking  men 
surrounded  by  police.  They  had 
been  filming  the  John  Hancock 
building. 

Yes,  1  felt  a  little  queasy 
observing  both  of  these 
incidents,  but  it  also  made  me 
feel  safer.  Many  Americans  are 
pleased  to  see  such  vigilance  in 
our  law  enforcement.  Others 
consider  such  conduct  sug¬ 
gestive  of  America’s  slow  but 
imminent  drift  toward  a  police 
state.  When  1  hear  this,  I 


wonder  how  people  can  ignore 
what  has  happened.  1  believe 
that  the  destruction  of  two  of 
America’s  largest  buildings, 
the  attack  on  the  Pentagon,  the 
hijacking  of  a  fourth  plane 
headed  who-knows-where,  and 
the  deaths  of  thousands  are 
reason  enough  to  fully  support 
the  increased  vigilance  in  this 
nation. 

In  our  new  state  of  alert  we 
all  need  to  be  ready  to  give  up, 
on  a  temporary  basis,  some  of 
the  constitutional  liberties  to 
which  we  are  accustomed. 
Joseph  Aboud,  a  well-known 
designer  of  men’s  clothing, 
stated  that  he  has  been 
questioned  four  times  since 
September  1 1  and  sees  it  as  a 
necessity  of  the  times.  We  are 
at  war;  we  cannot  afford  to  give 
away  any  more  American  lives. 
The  Bill  of  Rights  exists  to 
protect  United  States  citizens 
and  their  freedoms.  If  these 
liberties  are  under  attack  by 
outside  forces,  our  citizens  are 
under  attack;  therefore  we 
must,  as  individuals,  cut  back 
on  some  of  the  freedoms.  This 
will  include  some  monitoring 
of  communications.  It  may 
include  military  tribunals. 
Undeniably,  it  will  be  difficult. 
We  must,  however,  have  the 
capability  of  determining 
where  the  threats  against  our 
civil  liberties  originate.  We 
need  to  shore  up  the  security  we 
have  allowed  to  become  lax  in 
our  period  of  complacency.  We 
must  protect  the  principle  of  our 
civil  liberties  so  that  we  will  not 
find  ourselves  in  a  world  in 
which  all  liberties  have  been 
usurped. 


Forum  Poll 


Should  legal  non-citizens  have  the 
same  rights  as  citizens  if  arrested? 

■  Yes  DNo  ■  Don't  Know 


Old  Glory  and  the 
Bill  of  Rights 

How  much  are  they  worth  to  America? 


50% 


By  Erin  George,  I 

Copy  Editor 

The  tremors  and  rumbles  of 
patriotism  ignited  in  the 
aftermath  of  September  1 1  have 
become  a  stampede  of  red, 
white,  and  blue.  I  am 
comforted  by  the  abundance  of 
flags  hung  from 
windows  and  roof¬ 
tops,  symbols  of  the 
mourning  into  which 
the  nation  plunged 
following  the  deaths 
of  over  5,000  people 
in  mere  hours.  Prod¬ 
ucts  adorned  with  the 
American  flag  are 
everywhere,  however, 
and  the  mass  mar¬ 
keting  of  patriotism  is 
rapidly  fringing  on 
inappropriate. 

Products  ranging  from 
bananas  to  condoms 
are  adorned  with  Old 
Glory.  Curious  about 
the  origins  of  selling 
patriotism,  I  discov¬ 
ered  that  between 
1897  and  1905,  31 
states  passed  anti-flag 
defamation  laws  based  solely 
on  the  outrage  of  consumers 
caused  by  tacky  advertisements 
using  the  American  Hag. 
Following  the  thousands  and 
thousands  of  Civil  War 
casualties,  the  flag  was 
symbolic  to  a  mourning 
populace,  only  to  be  exploited 
by  retailers. 

These  laws  then  applied  to 
legal  offensives  carried  out 
against  anti-war  protestors 
during  the  World  Wars  and  in 
particular,  Vietnam.  Today,  we 
live  in  an  environment 
inebriated  by  the  idea  of 
“enduring  freedom,”  sur¬ 
rounded  by  a  government  and 


media  campaigning  for  the  full- 
fledged  support  of  the  citizenry 
for  the  ongoing  conflicts — at 
any  cost.  A  fine  line  is  being 
drawn  between  reporting  the 
facts  and  suppressing  them, 
keeping  matters  objective  while 
still  expressing  emotion  and 
opinion.  Journalists  have  been 


Should  someone  who  says  that 
terrorism  is  the  fault  of  how  our 
government  behaves  be  allowed 
to: 


I  Yes  BNo  □  Don't  Know 


84% 


A:  Make  a 
speech  at  a 
college? 


B:  Teach  in 
the  public 
schools 


C:  Work  in 
the 

government 


fired  for  questioning  the  ethics 
surrounding  the  lack  of  reports 
on  the  activities  and  motives  of 
the  Taliban  and  the  censorship 
imposed  upon  American 
collateral  damage  in  Afghan¬ 
istan.  (Congress  passed  the 
Patriot  Act,  essentially  design¬ 
ed  for  the  government  to 
possess  the  ability  to  invade  the 
personal  property  of  suspected 
terrorists  without  proof  of 
guilt.)  In  addition,  American 
civilians  are  marked  heretics  for 
questioning  U.S.  foreign  policy, 
for  attempting  to  understand  the 
history  of  anti-American 
sentiment  that  in  part  led  to  the 
atrocities  committed  in  New 


York,  Washington,  and  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Though  the  present 
events  necessitate  precautions 
to  protect  the  military 
operations  overseas  and 
prevent  the  leak  of  information 
vital  to  the  security  of  the 
nation,  we  must  remember  that 
freedom  of  speech  and  the  right 
to  dissent  are  two 
ideas  over  which  this 
country  has  fought 
battles.  To  endanger 
these  rights  takes 
away  firmly  estab¬ 
lished  principles  that 
create  Americans. 
Suddenly  a  symbol  of 
silence  and  one- 
dimensional 
reporting,  the  flag 
many  of  us  so  firmly 
grasp  begins  to  lose 
its  luster. 

History  books 
complete  the  task  of 
simplifying  the  good 
and  the  evil.  When 
one  is  living  in  the 
middle  of  conflict, 
the  separations  be¬ 
come  less  disting¬ 
uishable.  Lef  us  not 
lose  sight  of  trying  to 
understand  the  whole  picture. 
Before  we  are  so  quick  to 
condemn  those  who  ask 
questions,  before  we  dismiss 
blurbs  published  in  newspapers 
concerning  the  punishment 
bestowed  on  a  “dissenter,”  keep 
in  mind  the  power  behind  our 
flag  and  the  rights  we  have  as 
Americans,  the  very  structures 
fought  for  in  the  past.  If 
capitalism  is  so  quick  to  pick 
up  on  the  stars  and  stripes  and 
our  government  is  so  quick  to 
snatch  up  a  few  privileges  here 
and  there,  shouldn’t  we  be 
doing  a  better  job  of  protecting 
them? 


14% 


84% 


Do  you  favor  or  oppose  military 
trbunals  for  non-citizen  suspected 
terrorists? 

|  ■  Favor  ■  Oppose  ■  Don't  Know 


The  Forum  Department  of  the  Argo  conducted  a  poll  on  December  5,  2001,  of  150  Boston 
Latin  School  students.  The  questions  were  taken  from  a  nationwide  survey  carried  out  by 
National  Public  Radio  in  conjunction  with  the  Kennedy  School  of  Government  and  the  Kaiser 
Family  Foundation.  Of  the  150  students  surveyed,  most  hold  strong  beliefs  in  the  integrity  of 
civil  liberties  despite  concerns  regarding  national  security  and  new  terror  attacks.  For  national 
results,  visit  http://www.npr.. org/news/specials/civillibertiespol'l. 


Should  that  tribunal  be  able  to 
sentence  that  person  to  death? 

□  Yes  BNo 


16% 


Would  you  favor  or  oppose  requiring 
everyone  in  the  United  States  to 
carry  an  ID  card? 

■  Yes  DNo 


32% 


78% 


84% 


68% 
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Letter  to  the  Editor 


Love  it  or  leave  it 

Following  September  11, 
there  was  widespread 
discussion  of  the  anti-Muslim/ 
Arab  feelings  in  the  United 
States.  What  was  not  discussed 
is  the  anti-Amer¬ 
ican  feeling.  I  am 
not  talking  about 
Palestinian  people 
cheering  in  the 
street;  I  am  talking 
about  our  own 
people,  including 
BLS  students.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  attack, 
some  students 
claimed  that  this 
was  a  wake-up  call 
and  that  we  should 
not  have  been 
surprised.  In  fact, 
maybe  the  terrorists  had  a 
logical  reason  for  committing 
these  acts.  After  all,  according 
to  some,  America  is  the  “Great 
Satan.” 

Many  people,  especially 
the  youth  of  America,  hold 
idealistic  beliefs.  They  equate 
war  with  cruelty,  vengeance, 
and  horror.  In  their  minds,  war 
is  never  just.  Howard  Zinn 


compared  the  current  military 
retaliation  [in  Afghanistan]  to 
September  1 1 .  Both  cases  have 
civilian  casualties,  but  the 
similarities  end  there.  On 
September  11,  terrorists 
bombed  us  because  they  hated 


us.  The  United  States 
retaliated  and  is  successfully 
ridding  Afghan  cities  of  the 
Taliban.  As  a  result,  women 
can  walk  the  streets  without 
worrying  about  covering  every 
inch  of  their  bodies.  Men  can 
enjoy  the  game  of  soccer 
without  it  being  interrupted  by 
a  public  execution.  The  simple 
luxuries  of  radio  and  movies 


are  brought  back. 

Students  at  this  school 
especially  are  quick  to  jab 
America.  They  claim  to  be 
open-minded,  but  only  when 
the  viewpoints  presented  match 
their  own.  They  write  about 
how  awful  the  United 
States  is,  refuse  to 
salute  the  flag,  and 
quickly  dismiss  any 
military  action  as 
vengeful.  In  truth, 
America  pro-vides  us 
with  so  much 
opportunity  and  liber¬ 
ty,  people  become 
ignorant  of  it.  What 
these  students  do  not 
recognize  that  the  life 
that  they  live  is  not 
guaranteed.  Many 
men  have  risked  or 
sacrificed  their  lives  so  these 
liberties  can  be  preserved.  We 
enjoy  freedom  thanks  to 
veterans,  not  anti-war 
protestors.  If  in  some  people’s 
eyes  America  is  so  awful,  move 
to  another  country.  But  at  least 
respect  it  and  be  aware  of  your 
freedoms  while  you  are  here. 

KATHRYN  O’BRIEN,  I 


DEAR  READERS:  The  Argo  welcomes 
letters  responding  to  articles  and  issues  from 
its  readers.  Please  make  sure  each  letter 
includes  your  name,  homeroom,  and  class. 
Though  letters  can  appear  anonymously,  they 
must  be  submitted  accompanied  by  the 
author’s  name  and  contact  information. 
Letters  sent  by  e-mail  will  reach  us  much 
more  quickly.  The  Argo  e-mail  address  is 
argo@blsargo.org.  Letters  can  also  be 
dropped  off  in  the  Argo  basket  in  the  main 
office.  We  hope  to  hear  your  opinions. 


(continued  from  page  10) 

Osama  bin  Laden’s  al 
Qaeda  terrorist  network,  which 
is  suspected  in  the  September 
1 1  attack,  has  supporting  cells 
around  the  world — even  in 
America.  These  terrorists  have 
proven  that  they  do  not  respect 
any  human  life.  They  are 
prepared  to  die  to  defend  a 
perverted  interpretation  of 
Islam.  Americans  are  seen  as  a 
threat  to  their  culture,  and  thus 
we  become  targets.  We  are 
fighting  an  enemy  in  our  own 


backyard.  Because  of  this 
frightening  reality,  it  simply 
does  not  make  sense  to  combat 
them  with  traditional  tech¬ 
niques. 

The  reinstating  of 
military  tribunals  to  prosecute 
suspected  terrorists  is  an 
appropriate  response.  Under 
military  law,  a  suspected 
terrorist  would  be  brought 
before  a  panel  of  military 
judges  and  tried.  After  eval¬ 
uating  the  evidence,  the  judges 
would  deliberate  and  hand 


down  their  verdict.  All  rulings 
are  final.  This  brand  of  justice 
has  not  been  used  since  the 
1940s,  when  Franklin  Roos¬ 
evelt  instated  it  to  prosecute 
Nazis  in  America.  Some  critics 
complain  that  this  action  is  an 
infringement  on  their  rights. 
Truth  be  told,  it  is.  But  I 
wonder  if  Mohammed  Atta  and 
the  nineteen  other  highjackers 
aboard  the  doomed  flights  on 
September  1  1  ever  took  into 
account  the  right  of  the 
thousands  they  slaughtered. 


Editors  ’Note:  During  the  1940s,  President  Roosevelt's  decision  to  implement  military  tribunals 
was  fully  sanctioned  by  Congress.  President  Bush  s  executive  order  is  a  purely  unilateral  move: 
it  was  not  submitted  to  Congress  for  approval. 


‘‘If  you  experience  rebellion  from  the 
women,  you  shall  first  talk  to  them,  then 
[you  may  use  negative  incentives  such  as] 
deserting  them  in  bed,  then  you  may  [as  a 
last  alternative]  beat  them.’’ — Quran  4:34 


Bv  Michelle  Metallidis 

Contributing  Writer 


A  damning  condem¬ 
nation  to  some,  a  prophetic 
acceptance  for  others.  More 
than  1,400  years  after  God 
instructed  the  prophet 
Muhammad  in  the  writing  of 
the  Quran,  the  role  of  women 
is  still  controversial  and 
variously  interpreted.  Recent 
interest  in  the  situation  of 
Afghan  women  has  been 
piqued  due  to  the  controversy 
over  our  own  civil  liberties, 
specifically  regarding  the 
passage  of  the  Patriot  Act  and 
President  Bush’s  decision  to 
institute  military  tribunals. 
Our  struggle  has  just  begun  in 
a  country  that  was  founded 
upon  the  ideals  of  liberty  and 
democracy;  the  struggle  for 
Afghan  women  to  assert  their 
role  in  society,  however, 
reaches  farther  back  than  any 
militaristic  dictatorship  or 
feminist  movement. 

Although  the  prophet 
Muhammad  revolutionized 
the  status  of  women  by 
ridding  the  Islamic  world  of 
many  pagan  customs  that 
subordinated  the  gender, 
contradictions  within  the 
Quran  abound  as  to  a 
woman’s  role  in  a  male- 
dominated  society.  Herein 
stems  part  of  the  problem  for 
the  women  of  Afghanistan. 
The  Taliban,  strict  fundamen¬ 
talists  and  severe  enforcers, 
have  interpreted  these  laws  as 
a  precedent  for  inequality. 
Women  must  wear  the  burqa, 
a  cumbersome  and  hazardous 
head-to-toe  covering  that 
suffocates  and  blinds  in  the 
dusty  atmosphere  of  Afghan¬ 
istan.  Women  cannot,  among 
other  things,  leave  the  house 
without  a  male  relative,  attend 
school,  speak  or  laugh  loudly, 
or  work. 

The  crimes  that  go 
unpunished  against  women 
range  vastly  in  their  number 
and  gravity.  At  the  onset  of 
Taliban  rule,  women  were 
beaten  and  sometimes  had 
acid  thrown  in  their  faces 
when  they  defied  the 
commandment  of  the  burqa. 
Rape  is  also  a  common 
occurrence.  This  is  not  about 


ankle  hiding  or  makeup 
prohibition.  This  is  about 
living  life  in  fear. 

The  atrocities  are 
numerous  and  extraordinary 
in  their  widespread  accep¬ 
tance;  yet  Afghan  women 
distinguish  the  crime  from  the 
oppression  and  vie  for  social, 
rather  than  judicial  change. 
“First  we  need  peace.  Then 
we  need  a  central  government. 
Then  we  need  education,” 
states  Dr.  Rahima  Zafar 
Staniczai,  head  of  a  hospital 
for  women.  Likewise,  Soraya 
Parlika,  a  prominent  feminist 
figurehead,  believes  that  the 
priority  lies  within  a  grander 
scheme.  “The  burqa  is  not  the 
main  problem  of  women,”  she 
says.  “First  women  should 
find  work  and  improve  their 
economic  situation.” 

The  plight  of  women 
in  Afghanistan  will  not  go 
away  with  the  abolishment  of 
Taliban  rule.  Secondary 
citizenship  has  long  been 
ingrained  within  the  culture. 
Many  women  will  have 
difficulty  accepting  the  title  of 
equal.  This  prohibition  on 
educated  women,  working 
women,  has  fostered  the  worst 
kind  of  ignorance  in 
Afghanistan,  placing  the 
country’s  society  in  a  state  of 
regression.  A  society  cannot 
function  without  all  members 
playing  contributing  and 
active  roles.  Education  of 
boys,  as  well  as  girls,  is 
severely  limited  because  70 
percent  of  teachers  were 
women.  Economic  expansion 
is  impossible  if  two  genders 
that  fulfill  equally  vital 
position  cannot  even  address 
one  another  in  public.  Yet  the 
role  of  women  in  this  country 
is  a  force  untapped,  brimming 
with  scorching  potential. 

There  is  a  war  being 
fought  in  Afghanistan  right 
now.  It  is  not  on  the 
battlefields,  it  is  not  on  the  arid 
stretches  of  soil,  nor  inside 
steep  mountains  passes.  It  is  a 
war  condemning  the  regime  of 
dismal  decay  and  heralding 
the  beginning  of  necessary 
progress. 
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Ng's 


By  Julie  Ng,  II 

Technology  Editor 


-  Technology  - 

Uncle  Sam  knows  YOU 


MiniDiscs 

Invented  in  1992  by 
the  Sony  Corporation,  the 
minidisc  a  7  x  7  cm.  disc  that 
holds  songs  has  arrived  on 
today’s  music  scene,  offering 
competition  to  CDs. 

Instead  of  purchasing 
large  chunky  recorders,  Sony 
has  designed  recorders  and 
players  into  one  tiny  little 
package.  The  Sony  MD/AM/ 
FM  Walkman®  Digital  PC 
Bundle  (MZ-G750DPC) 
features  a  MD  recorder  and 
player  and  even  a  radio!  It 
comes  in  a  small  package  with 
a  PC  recording  kit,  headphones 
and  remote,  weighing  only  4.5 
ounces! 

However,  Sony’s  MD 
Walkman®  MZ-E900  weighs 
only  2.1  ounces  and  is  half  an 
inch  deep,  coming  in  as  the 
world’s  lightest  MD  player. 
Compare  that  to  a  10  ounce 
Discman! 

Sony’s  least  expensive  MD 
player,  the  MD  Walkman® 
MZ-E300  costs  only  $99  , 
making  it  affordable  to  all. 

MP3  Players 

The  MP3  remained 
dormant  since  the  1980s  until 
the  appearance  of  Napster  in 
recent  years.  Today  you  can 
purchase  a  portable  handheld 
MP3  player  without  putting  a 
hole  in  your  pocket  this 
Christmas. 

Samsung  offers  the  ability 
to  listen  to  MP3s  on  the  road 
for  just  $99.99  with  the  YP- 
NEU32B  portable  MP3 
Internet  audio  player,  called 
Yepp.  Weighing  only  1.69 
ounces,  it  is  complete  with  32 
MB  of  Flash  Memory  at  1.3 
Mbps  file  transmission  speed. 
There  is  also  a  64  MB  model. 

For  those  who  don’t  like 
the  beeper-like  look  of  that 
model,  they  can  purchase  the 
YP20T.  Available  with  32  or  64 
MB  of  memory,  it  fits  in  the 
palm  of  your  hand  and  weighs 
only  1.13  ounces. 

The  Sony  NW-E2  Network 
Walkman®  Digital  Music 


By  Adrian  Leung,  I 

Technology  Editor 


Since  September  11th, 
people  haved  asked:  could  this 
have  been  prevented?  In  recent 
years,  the  United  States  has 
decreased  its  intelligence  force. 
Today,  people  demand 
government  surveillance  on  all 
communications.  But  how  does 
this  affect  you? 

"Now  equipped  with  3-way 
calling.  You,  whoever  you're 
dialing,  and  the  government." 

Advertisements  such  as 
this  will  soon  appear  in  the  New 
Yorker  and  the  New  York 
Times  due  to  the  growing 
awareness  of  U.S.  government 
surveillance  programs.  The 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
says  it  is  sponsoring  these  ads 
because  of  surveillance 
programs  such  as  Carnivore 
and  Echelon.  They  threaten  the 
privacy  of  U.S.  citizens  and 
violate  the  constitutional 
amendments  designed  to 
protect  Americans  from 
unwarranted  government 
surveillance. 

The  American  Civil 

»!'  II, 


NOW  EQUIPPED  WITH 

3-WAY  CALLING. 

YOU.  WHOEVER  YOU'RE  DIAIINE. 

AND  THE  60VERNMENT. 


AN  A.C.L.U.  ADVERTISEMENT 


Liberties  Union  is  concerned 
with  our  rights  protected  by  the 
4th  Amendment,  which 
prevents  improper  government 
investigation  and  seizure.  This 
includes  seizure  of  property  and 
wiretapping.  Today,  the 
government  must  have  a  search 
warrent  to  get  information 
about  you  from  your  ISP  and 
to  read  your  e-mail.  This  limit 
has  protected  a  countless 
number  of  people  from  being 
wiretapped  without  cause  and 
arrested  without  just  cause  or 
reason.  On  September  1 9, 200 1 
Congress  proposed  the  Anti- 
Terrorism  Act,  which,  if  passed, 
will  alter  current  surveillance 
laws,  and  give  the  Justice 
Department  authority  over  your 
privacy.  If  this  power 
to  search  without  limits  is  given 
to  the  government,  will  it  be 
abused? 

According  to  a  poll 
conducted  by  The  Washington 
Post  on  September  29,  2001, 
between  69  percent  and  95 
percent  of  Americans  agreed  to 
allow  the  government 
additional  powers  to  tap 
telephones  or  intercept  voice 
mail  or  e-mail.  The  public  is 
distressed  with  terrorism  but  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  exchange 
anything  for  relief,  including 
civil  liberties  and  privacy? 

Most  Americans  do  not 
know  that  the  U.S.  government 
has  the  most  advance  and 
powerful  surveillance  systems 
on  earth.  It  includes  three  major 
components. 

First,  there  is  Echelon.  It  is 
a  vast  network  of  satellites  and 
listening  stations  around  the 


analyze  worldwide  electronic 
transmission.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  system  already 
intercepts  as  many  as  three 
billion  communications  every 
day  including  phone  calls,  e- 
mail  messages,  Internet 
downloads,  and  faxes. 

Second,  is  the  Treasury 
Department's  Financial  Crimes 
Enforcement  Network,  which 
monitors  most  financial 
transactions  on  the  planet. 
Since  98  percent  of  all  financial 
transactions  are  electronic,  this 
can  be  very  dangerous. 

Third,  is  the  FBI's 
Carnivore  system  also  known 
as  the  DCS- 1000.  It  scans 
through  every  e-mail  coming  in 
and  out  of  major  Internet 


service  providers.  It  records  the 
e-mail  addresses  of  both  the 
sender  and  receiver.  It  scans 
the  subject  line  to  determine 
whether  the  message  contains 
a  possible  threat  to  the 
government  and  if  so  the  entire 
message  is  recorded.  The  FBI 
claims  that  the  Carnivore  was 
designed  to  preserve  the 
privacy  of  ordinary  Internet 
users  when  law  enforcement 
officials  are  investigating  major 
crimes,  such  as  terrorism,  child 
pornography,  and  fraud. 

The  government  already 
has  the  technology  to  invade 
every  inch  of  our  privacy. 
Should  the  American  people 
allow  them  to  use  it?  Have  they 
already  used  it?  Ever  wonder? 


Player  conies  with  32  MB  of 
memory  built  in,  featuring 
Mega  Bass,  weighing  1.59  oz. 
And  to  expand  the  Network 
Walkman’s  capability,  Sony 
created  the  MagicGate™ 
Memory  Stick®  which  comes 
in  32,  64,  and  128  MB  models 
adding  up  to  240  extra  minutes 
of  music. 

In  October,  Apple 
introduced  its  new  product,  the 
iPod.  Weighing  6.5  ounces, 
holds  1,000  songs  on  a  5  GB 
hard  drive,  utilizes  FireWire 
technology,  and  no  larger  than 
a  deck  of  cards. 


Product 

Retail 

Price 

Sale 

Price 

Location 

Sony  fi/EI- 

G750DPC 

$299.95 

$234.00 

giftsplash.com 

MD  'rife  Ik  man  © 
Player  MI-E900 

$299.95 

$235.95 

giftsplash.com 

MD  'life Ik  man  © 

Player/Recorder 
MZ-  R700  DP  CB 

$249.95 

$189.99 

etronics.com 

Network 

'rife  Ik  man  © 
Digital  Music 
Player  NuV-  S4 

$-199.95 

$179.99 

etronics  .com 

A  Revolution  in  Evolution: 

BioBugs  are  invading  our  world! 


By  Christopher  Morris- 
King,  VI 


Staff  Writer 


Their  versatility  and 
increased  mobility  makes  them 
perfect  for  invading  our 
markets.  They  creep  and  crawl 
their  ways  into  our  homes  and 
trick  us  into  powering  their 
minions  with  AA  batteries. 

This  Bio-mechanical 
Integrated  Organism  can  think 
and  navigate  obstacles  without 
commands.  However,  it  can 
also  be  controlled  by  a  small 
remote  that  fits  in  the  palm  of 
your  hand.  These  bugs  mimic 
the  behavior  of  real  insects, 
capable  of  recognizing  other 
species  of  BIO  Bugs,  devel¬ 
oping  skills,  and  gathering 
experience. 

Did  you  know  that  this 
technology  was  designed  by 
the  government,  but  not  so  that 


they  could  make 
toys?  “Nervous 
Network”  tech¬ 
nology  was 
developed  ten  years 
ago  and  is  used  by 
the  U.S. 

government  to 
create  robotic 
living  creatures.  It 
seems  as  those 
these  robots  are 
thinking  yet  they 
are  only  processing 
data  and  have 
microscopic  chips  that  store 
compressed  data. 

The  U.S.  government  used 
“Nervous  Networks”  for 
creating  robotic  living  creatures 
cable  of  interaction  with  their 
environment.  “Nervous  Net¬ 
works”  technology  was 
originally  used  by  NASA  to 
explore  mars  in  several  land 
missions  in  1997.  Though 


HASBRO 

developed  in  the  1990s,  it  has 
found  a  new  use,  a  decade  later, 
the  creation  of  the  artificial  pet. 

When  BLS  student 
Nathan  Waldron  was  asked 
about  what  he  thought  about  an 
artificial  friend,  he  responded: 
“I  don’t  want  to  change  my 
tree-frog  or  snake  into  an  A. I. 
operated  it.” 
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-  Sports - 

The  Start  of  a  Dynasty? 


By  Jimmy  Sun,  II 

Staff  Writer 


Watch  the  pearly 
spheroid  sail  upwards  in  a 
graceful  inverted  parabola. 
Watch  as  it  suddenly 
disappears  with  a  smack  of 
palm  on  leather.  Watch  it 
ricochet  off  the  ground, 
leaving  befuddled  defenders 
in  its  wake.  Watch  the 
opposing  team’s  coach 
grimace  in  frustration. 
Welcome,  ladies  and 
gentleman,  to  the  world  of 
the  Boston  Latin  Girls 
volleyball  team,  the  Dual 
County  League  Champion. 

This  year’s  team, 
young  and  talented,  is 
already  one  of  the  best  in  the 
state,  and  with  only  three 
seniors  graduating  this  year, 
only  positive  things  seem  to 
be  in  store  for  the  Wolfpack. 
The  strength  of  this  year’s 
team  is  a  dominating  front 
line,  which  is  evident  not 
only  in  the  high-powered 
offense  of  the  team,  but  make 
the  Wolfpack  one  of  the  few 
teams  in  the  league  capable 
of  blocking  effectively.  The 
offense  has  been  particularly 
potent,  led  by  outside  hitters 
Gissel  Morales,  Jenny 
Cheng,  Emilie  Pagano, 
Sandy  Wong  and  Aubrie 
Pagano,  and  middle  hitters 
Sarah  Choi,  Kasia  Preneta, 
Susan  Ma,  Jen  Grandfield 
and  Anna  George.  Providing 
a  different  angle  of  attack 


was  the  off-side  hitter 
position,  shared  throughout 
the  year  by  Gissel  Morales 
and  Sandy  Wong.  The 
offense  has  been  directed 
throughout  the  year  by  senior 
setter  Myle  Nguyen,  who  is 
among  the  league  leaders  in 
assists,  junior  setter  Mabel 
Wong,  as  well  as  backup 
setter  Karen  Chui.  Despite 
the  brilliance  of  the  offense, 
any  coach  of  any  sport  will 
tell  you  that  it  is  defense  that 
wins  games,  and  the  defense 
of  this  team  has  been  nothing 
short  of  impregnable. 
Everyone  on  the  team  is 
capable  of  playing  excellent 
defense,  and  the  defense  is 
further  enhanced  by  the  play 
of  defensive  specialists  such 
as  Aubrie  Pagano,  and  Becky 
Wong,  who  play  positions 
which,  while  perhaps  less 
glorious,  are  just  as  vital  to 
the  success  of  the  team. 

While  the  talent  and 
physical  ability  of  the  team 
cannot  be  disputed,  it  is 
ultimately  the  intangible 
aspects  of  the  team  that  make 
it  so  successful.  The  girls  are 
blessed  with  the  leadership 
of  coach  Kai,  who  has  forged 
the  talent  of  the  team  into  a 
weapon  feared  by  all  other 
teams  in  the  DCL.  Also,  the 
team  is  fortunate  to  have 
great  team  chemistry  and 
cooperation.  It  is  through 
this  combination  of  tangible 
and  intangible  elements,  that 
the  Wolfpack  has  achieved 
such  great  success  this  year. 


The  girls  capped  off 
their  season  with  a 
postseason  run  all  the  way  to 
the  Division  1  Central 
Championship.  Going  into 
the  tournament  ranked  third, 
with  a  16-2  record,  behind 
only  Doherty’s 
18-2,  and 
North 
Quincy’s 


unde¬ 
feated 
22-0,  the 
team  had 
high  expect¬ 
ations,  and  fulfilled 
them  with  a  resounding  3-0 
win  over  14th  seeded 
Burncoat  in  the  first  round. 
The  Wolfpack  then 
proceeded  to  crush  11th 
seeded  Lincoln  Sudbury,  3- 
0.  In  the  semi-finals,  the 
team  displayed  tremendous 
resilience  and  perseverance 
in  pulling  through  to  win  in 
the  fourth  set  of  the  match. 
Against  a  7th  seeded  Newton 
North  team,  the  Wolfpack 


went  into  the  fourth  set  with 
a  2-1  advantage,  then  ran  into 
trouble  as  starting  middle 
hitter  Sarah  Choi  was  forced 
to  leave  the  game  with  an 


injury.  Playing  for  the  first 
time  in  such  a  high-pressure 
situation,  sophomore  Susan 
Ma  filled  in  admirably,  and 
was  a  major  contributor  in 
their  scintillating  18-16 
victory  in  the  decisive  fourth 
set. 

It  was  only  in  the 
championship  round  that 
they  fell  to  the  top  ranked 
North  Quincy  team,  a  team 
with  great  height  advantage. 


Nevertheless,  none  of  the 
girls  let  this  defeat  bring 
them  down.  After  all,  they 
had  just  completed  a  season 
in  which  they  had  been 
crowned  DCL  Champions, 
finished  with  an  11-1  run, 
and  a  final  record  of  1 9- 
3.  Despite  their  intensity 
and  dynamism  in  their 
campaign,  they  never 
lost  the  most 
important  aspect 
of  all  sports, 
which  is 
simply  to 
have  fun. 
Before, 
during,  and 
after  all  of 
their  games, 
all  you  saw 
were  smiles 
on  the  faces 
of  the  coach, 
the  players,  and 
the  fans.  Summed 
up  in  the  words  of 
Sandy  Wong,  “We 
had  a  great  season.  We 
all  had  lots  of  fun  and  we 
never  thought  we  would 
have  made  it  this  far.  North 
Quincy  was  a  very 
challenging  team  and  we 
gave  it  our  all,  but  now  we 
know  what  we’ll  be  up 
against  next  year.”  So,  just 
wait  until  next  year,  when 
North  Quincy,  and  the  rest  of 
the  DCL  will  have  the 
challenge  of  once  again 
facing  the  Boston  Latin 
Wolfpack. 
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Step  Squad  Stepping  Up 


By  Trude  Raizen,  IV 

Contributing  Writer 


Students  watched 
them  in  awe  at  the  Pep 
Rallies,  but  few  peopleknow 
much  about  the  talented  and 
energetic  group  of  students 
that  make  upthe  Boston 
Latin  School  Step  Squad. 
They  don’t  just  appear  at  the 
ralliesand  football  games. 
Being  on  the  squad  requires 
dedication  throughout 
theyear,  a  good  sense  of 
rhythm  and  motion,  and, 
according  to  Sparklle 
Thames, the  willingness  to 
“work  hard  and  succeed.” 
The  squad  consists  of 
nineteen  members,  from 


fivesies  to  seniors. They  are 
lead  by  senior  captains 
Alyssa  Cooke  and  Sparklle. 
The  assistantcaptains  are 
Lindi  Tullock,  a  junior,  and 
April  Nieves,  a  sophmore. 
Rashad  Hardaway,  a 
sophomore,  is  the  only  male. 
He  says  that  this  is 
difficult, but  nonetheless  he 
enjoys  “the  competition 
every  year,  and  it’s  just 
reallyfun  to  do.” 

Rashad  speaks  of  the 
intense  competition  among 
eight  to  ten  areaschools  that 
is  run  by  the  Greater  Boston 
Step  Association.  Last  year 
theWolfpack  Step  Squad 
came  in  first,  and  they  expect 
to  defend  their  titlethis 
coming  April.  Other  events 


the  Step  Squad  participates 
in  include  astepping  show 
which  they  are  annually 
invited  to  at  Newton  North, 
the  Mayor’s  Youth  Summit, 
and  a  performance  at 
Children’s  Hospital  on  every 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Day. 
Competitions  and  shows  can 
be  nerve  wracking.  Alyssa 
says  that  before  they  perform 
she  tells  the  squad  to  “be 
confident,  have  fun, 
andlaugh  it  off  to  get  rid  of 
the  nervousness.”  There  are 
usually  aboutfifteen  routines 
in  a  show.  Though  anyone 
on  the  squad  is  free 
tochoreograph  a  routine, 
most  are  done  by  the 
captains.  Sparklle  says  that 
every  routine  “stems  off  a 


beat,  even  from  a  song.”  In 
preparation  theymeet  up  to 
three  times  weekly.  The 
result  of  all  this  work  is 


fun, enjoyable  performances 
and  a  championship  in  the 
GBS  A.  Tryouts  for  the  squad 
will  be  held  by  early  May. 
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STEP  SQUAD  PERFORMS  HALFTIME  ROUTINE 
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Pack  Bombs  Blue  46-6 


COURTESY  OF  MIKE  RYAN,  FINELIGHT 
YEM1  OWOLEWA,  II,  MADE  ENGLISH  TACKLERS  MISS  ALL  DAY  LONG 
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Leigh  Gilmore 

By  Katy  Meagher,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

A  bom  athlete,  Leigh 
has  been  participating  in 
various  sports  her  entire  life. 
She  was  the  only  female  to 
make  the  major  league  in  the 
Parkway  Baseball  League.  She 
also  participated  in  figure 
skating.  However,  when  the 
program  closed,  Leigh  bravely 
tried  out  for  the  Parkway 
Hockey  Team,  becoming  the 
new  goalie  and  sole  female. 

Leigh  spent  many 
years  playing  softball  for  St. 
Theresa’s  CYO,  and 
successfully  made  the  varsity 
softball  team  last  spring. 

Leigh  began  playing  basketball 
in  3rd  grade  at  Mt.  Alvernia 
Elementary  School.  In  6th 
grade,  she  joined  the  West 
Roxbury  Community  Center 
League.  She  was  an  avid 
participant  there  through  the 
9th  grade.  She  was  the  captain 
of  the  Mt.  Alvernia  High 
School  freshman  basketball 
team  in  8th  grade.  Leigh 
brought  her  basketball 
experience  and  skills  with  her 
to  BLS.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  junior  varsity  team 
freshman  and  sophomore  year, 
and  of  the  varsity  team  junior 
and  senior  years.  Talk  about  a 
tough  player;  in  10th  grade, 
Leigh  played  the  entire  game 
with  a  broken  finger  and  even 
scored  26  points. 

One  of  Leigh’s  greatest 
athletic  talents  is  her  ability  to 
run.  She  began  her  career  in 
cross-country  running  at  Mt. 
Alvernia,  and  joined  the  team 
at  BLS  freshman  year.  Leigh’s 
best  time  for  the  3.1  mile  is 
1 8:48,  which  she  set  at  Lincoln- 
Sudbury  during  her  sophomore 
year.  Not  only  is  she  a  fast 
runner,  but  her  endurance  is 
incredible.  Leigh  also  was  on 
the  outdoor  track  team  in  9th 
and  1  Oth  grade,  and  ran  the  two- 
mile. 

I  have  never  known 
someone  who  tried  so  hard  in 
every  aspect  of  her  life,  who 
always  persevered,  and  who 
never  gave  up.  She  has  been  a 
three  season  athlete  since  she 
entered  BLS,  and  still  saves 
enough  time  to  study,  take 
swing  dancing  lessons, 
volunteer  at  the  Italian  Home 
in  Jamaica  Plain,  and  care  for 
her  friends.  Leigh  never 
hesitates  to  cheer  someone  up, 
whether  through  her  generous 
w  ords  or  her  contagious  smile, 
and  1  do  not  know  anyone  who 
would  argue  w  ith  me. 


By  Jonathan  Krieger,  II 
&  Robert  Russell,  II 

Sports  Editors 


It  was  Wednesday  morning 
when  Coach  McDonough  told 
the  school  that  he  expected  to 
see  40  points  on  the  scoreboard 
on  Thanksgiving  Day.  He  did 
not  care  if  it  was  after  the  first 
quarter  or  the  first  half,  but  he 
expected  to  see  40  points  on 
that  scoreboard.  Of  course, 
after  the  rough  season  the 
Boston  Latin  School  football 
team  has  had,  the  students’ 
resulting  skepticism  could  be 
excused.  The  team  entered  the 
game  with  a  1-8  record  that 
featured  lopsided  losses  to 
Westford  Academy,  Acton- 
Boxboro,  and  Lincoln- 
Sudbury.  Even  senior  class 
president  James  Duffy  took  a 
shot  at  the  squad  during  the  pep 
rally.  But  on  Thursday,  led  by 
a  stalwart  defense  and  a 
dominant  ground  game,  the 
Wolfpack  crushed  Boston 
English,  46-6.  Not  only  did  the 
team  score  coach  Mac’s  40 
points,  but  they  also  scored 
more  points  than  any  team  in 
any  previous  Latin-English 
Thanksgiving  football  game. 

The  Wolfpack  set  the  tone 
early,  recovering  a  fumble  on 
the  Bulldogs’  first  snap  of  the 
game.  Latin  got  the  ball  on  the 
18-yard  line,  and  it  was  not 
long  before  fullback  Marcus 
Hughes  was  plowing  into  the 
end  zone  for  the  game’s  first 
touchdown.  After  three 
ineffective  plays  by  English, 
Latin  regained  possession  at 
their  own  35.  The  team 
marched  steadily  down  the 
field,  and  their  drive  ended  with 
Yemi  Owolewa  rushing  24 
yards  for  the  touchdown.  And, 
as  English  would  soon  learn, 
Owolewa  was  far  from  done. 
After  another  fumble  by 
English.  Latin  got  the  ball  back 
inside  enemy  territory.  The 
team  drove  to  the  10-yard  line, 
and  the  next  handoff  went  to 


Owolewa.  Flying  across  the 
field,  he  somehow  escaped 
from  several  surrounding 
Bulldog  tacklers,  and  found  the 
end  zone  to  make  it  20-0. 

In  the  second  quarter  things 
got  a  bit  sloppy.  After  a  kickoff 
and  five  unessential  downs  to 
start  the  quarter,  English  punted 
the  ball  to  Latin,  who  then 
began  a  string  of  turnovers.  A 
few  plays  after  the  punt,  Latin 
fumbled  the  football  and 
English  recovered.  Repaying 
the  favor,  an  English  fumble 
followed  on  the  next  set  of 
downs,  again  giving  Latin 
possession  of  the  football. 
Latin  kept  the  streak  alive,  with 
another  fumble  that  gave  the 
ball  right  back  to  English.  The 
Bulldogs  changed  quarter¬ 
backs,  this  time  going  with 
Manny  Silva  who  promptly 
threw  an  interception. 

After  that  things  calmed 
down  a  bit,  and  Latin  got  back 
to  scoring  touchdowns.  It  was 
with  two  minutes,  45  seconds 
left  in  the  half  that  the 
Wolfpack  threw  their  first  pass 
of  the  game,  tossing  the 
football  to  Rob  Laurenco  for  a 
35-yard  gain.  The  drive  also 
included  a  five  yard  pass  to 
Adam  Weiss  and  ended  when 
Owolewa  ran  for  a  23-yard 
touchdown  to  make  the  score 
27-0  counting  the  extra  point. 

After  halftime,  the  two 
teams  took  the  field,  Latin  a  tad 
more  enthusiastically  than 
English.  After  a  few 
forgettable  drives  by  both 
teams,  new  Latin  quarterback 
Peter  Martin  hooked  up  with 
John  Duran  in  the  end  zone  for 
Latin’s  first  and  only  passing 
touchdown.  Duran  was  tight 
end  on  that  play,  but  he  also 
played  kicker  for  the  team  and 
was  four  of  seven  on  the  day 
on  extra  point  attempts. 

To  start  off  the  fourth 
quarter,  English  ran  an  option 
play  in  which  the  handoff  went 
to  Silva  who  threw  a  51 -yard 
touchdown  pass  to  receiver 
Anthony  Davis,  finally  putting 


English  on  the  board.  The  extra 
point  attempt  was  no  good, 
leaving  the  score  33-6.  English 
would  not  score  again.  Later  in 
the  quarter,  Latin  struck  again, 
aided  by  a  34-yard  punt  return 
by  Owolewa.  A  1 7-yard  run  by 
Hughes  was  followed  by  a  10- 
yard  dash  into  the  end  zone  by 
Owolewa  making  the  score  39- 
6.  Then,  on  Latin’s  next 
possession,  with  the  game  all 
but  over,  Chris  Saunders  made 
good  on  Coach  McDonough’s 
40-point  prediction  with  a  14- 
yard  touchdown  run.  The  extra 
point  was  good,  and  Latin  won 
46-6. 

McDonough  was  happy 
with  the  coaching,  especially 
with  offensive  coach  Terry 
Bilodeau,  whose  philosophy 
seemed  to  pretty  much  be 
establish  the  running  game, 
keep  running  the  football,  and 
then  run  some  more.  Fullback 
Marcus  Hughes  and  tailback 
Yemi  Owolewa  led  the  rushing 
attack.  Combined,  the  two  had 
31  carries  for  224  yards  and 
five  touchdowns. 

But  as  key  as  the  running 
game  was,  the  defense  was  just 
as  important.  Watching  the 
English  quarterback,  sopho¬ 
more  Nelson  Montas,  Jr.,  warm 
up  before  the  game  was  a  scary 
experience  for  a  BLS  fan. 
Montas  was  throwing  tight, 
hard  spirals  that  were  right  on 
target.  But  warm  ups  did  not 
exactly  prepare  him  for  a  fleet 
of  defensive  players  charging 
directly  at  him.  Once  the  game 
got  started,  English’s  offensive 


line  began  to  crumble,  and 
Montas  was  being  swarmed  by 
Latin  players  almost 
milliseconds  after  the  snap. 
Scrambling  for  his  life,  Montas 
was  in  a  poor  position  to  lead 
his  team.  But  Montas  was  not 
the  defense’s  only  victim.  All 
told,  the  team  forced  and 
recovered  three  fumbles  and 
also  notched  an  interception. 

The  Wolfpack  had  plenty 
of  fans  to  root  them  on.  As  Ms. 
Kelley  said,  “There  is  always  a 
special  spirit  at  the  Latin- 
English  game.”  The  football 
band  played  the  team  songs  for 
the  last  time  this  season.  The 
step  squad  showed  up  and  did 
a  routine.  Eight  shirtless 
wonders  stood  in  the  freezing 
cold  with  the  letters  W-O-L- 
F-P-A-C-K  painted  on  their 
chests.  And  one  can  only 
imagine  how  cold  the 
cheerleaders  felt  in  their  not- 
exactly-warm  outfits.  The 
team  was  also  cheered  on  by  a 
large  number  of  Latin  School 
students  and  alumni,  as  well  as 
a  few  BU  students  who  hung 
pro-Latin  banners  in  their 
windows. 

Latin’s  record  on  Turkey 
Day  now  stands  at  66-36-14 
with  32  wins  in  the  last  34 
games,  but  this  is  the  first 
victory  for  McDonough  aas 
head  coach.  Ms.  Kelley 
expressed  encouragement 
saying,  “I  wish  him  many 
seasons  of  success.”  And  if  this 
game  was  any  indication,  that 
wish  will  be  coming  true  in  no 
time. 
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BOY  IS  IT  HOT  -  ER,  COLD  -  OUT  HERE. 
STOP  LOOKING  AT  ME  LIKE  THAT. 
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Boys  Hockey  skating  for  success 


By  Orla  O’Brien,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Last  year,  they  were 
the  golden  boys  of  Latin  sports. 
Goal  by  goal,  the  boys  hockey 
team  went  further  in  the  State 
Tournament  than  ever  before  at 
Latin  School.  With  a  regular 
season  record  of  18-1-1,  they 
won  the  Division  II  Southern 
State  Championship,  and 
reached  the  State  finals  at  the 
Fleet  Center.  This  may  seem 
like  a  tough  act  to  follow,  but 
with  a  strong  returning  group 
of  veterans,  hard  work,  sheer 
talent,  and  some  team  unity, 
this  season  should  also  prove 
to  be  a  series  of  successes. 

While  fall  sports  teams 


were  having  their  time  in  the 
spotlight,  the  hockey  team  was 
quietly  preparing  for  the  winter 
season.  Captain’s  Practice  has 
been  held  since  early  fall,  even 
though  the  season  does  not 
officially  begin  until  after 
Thanksgiving. 

The  boys  admit  that 
they  lost  a  skillful  group  of  both 
offensive  and  defensive  line¬ 
men  to  graduation,  but  also 
point  out  that  this  year’s  team 
will  be  better  than  many  may 
expect.  One  of  the  team’s 
greatest  strengths  will  be  the 
leadership  of  quite  a  few 
experienced  veterans,  many  of 
whom  have  been  playing  on  the 
team  for  three  or  four  years, 
and  will  be  coming  back  for 
another  season. 


Despite  some  initial 
uncertainty,  junior  Ryan  Kelly 
should  be  providing  his 
presence  in  the  net,  with  a 
strong  defensive  line  to  aid  in 
hindering  the  opponent. 
Captain  Mike  McCarthy  points 
out  returning  contributors 
James  Duffy  (I),  Jack  Owens 
(II),  Pat  Moran  (I),  Tim 
Mahoney  (I)  and  Pat  Balaconis 
(I).  But  the  list  should  not  stop 
there.  The  strength  of  this  team 
does  not  rest  upon  a  single 
person  of  superstar  caliber. 
There  is  no  weak  line,  or  inept 
player.  Each  player  has 
different  strengths  that  he  will 
contribute  to  the  success  of  the 
team. 

December  will  be  a 
defining  month  for  this  squad. 


Fans  from  last  year  will 
remember  that  the  Wolfpack’s 
only  regular  season  loss  came 
from  Andover,  and  this  season 
the  boys  took  on  Andover  in 
their  second  game  on 
December  15.  Vacation  week 
is  filled  with  com-petitive 
match-ups  against  familiar 
foes:  Franklin,  Canton, 
Lynnfield,  and  Saugus,  all  of 
which  could  prove  to  be 
exciting  games. 

If  you  want  to  see  a 
great  hockey  game  and  some 
impressive  skill  on  the  ice, 
come  out  and  watch  these  boys. 
The  regular  season  ends  in 
February,  but  if  all  goes  well, 
the  Wolfpack  will  undoubtedly 
still  be  playing  well  into 
March. 


Girls  Hockey  shoots  for  championship 


By  Adam  Weiss,  II 

Sports  Editor 

Coming  off  of  a  fantas¬ 
tic  season  last  year,  the  Boston 
Latin  girls  hockey  team  is 
nothing  but  optimistic  about  its 
chances  this  season.  The  team 
finished  last  year  with  an 
almost  impeccable  record  of 
17-2-1,  and  ended  the  season 
with  a  disappointing  overtime 
loss  to  Dedham  High  School  in 
the  Division  II  championship 
game.  The  grueling  game 
spanned  seven  periods  and  two 
days,  and  unfortunately 
resulted  in  a  3-2  Dedham 
victory.  This  season  they  are 


Cross  Country 


Record:  Girls:  4-4  Boys:  0-8 
Rank  in  DCL:  Girls:  Sixth 
Boys:  Ninth 

Thoughts  on  2001  season: 
“Running  comes  from  within, 
and  our  team  came  together 
carrying  each  other  every  step  of 
the  way.”  -Leigh  Gilmore,  I 

Thoughts  on  next  season:  “We 
had  a  young  and  inexperienced 
1  team.  Next  year  we’ll  be  more 
experienced  and  might  have  a 
win  or  two.”  -Roger  Poulin,  II 

Girls  Soccer 


Record:  3-13-2 
Rank  in  DCL:  Eighth 


hoping  to  finally  obtain  that 
elusive  championship. 

Third-year  coach  Marty 
McDonough’s  squad  contains  a 
number  of  experienced  seniors 
and  juniors,  who  are  supple¬ 
mented  by  a  promising  group 
of  underclassmen,  along  with 
Captains  Courtney  Carthas, 
Aislinn  Doherty,  and  Kerry 
Brennan,  all  juniors,  are  joined 
by  seniors  Elizabeth  Erlandson, 
Lindsey  Emerson,  Julie 
Delprato,  and  Renata  Tutko. 
The  team  is  not  worried  by  the 
loss  of  two  key  seniors  from  last 
year’s  team.  Carthas  says:  “We 
also  have  many  underclassmen, 
who  will  step  up  and  help  the 


Thoughts  on  next  season: 
“There’s  a  strong  group  coming 
back,  so  we  should  just  keep 
getting  better.” 

-Sara  Schiggs-Quiroga.  I 

Girls  Swimming 


Record:  6-6-1 
Rank:  non-league 

Thoughts  on  2001  season:  “I’m 
glad  I  ended  my  swimming 
career  with  a  great  season.  All 
of  us  really  love  the  sport,  and 
we  keep  each  other  motivated." 

-Emily  Robbins,  I 


team  in  many  different  ways.” 
Carthas  and  Doherty  believe 
that  last  year’s  difficult  loss  to 
Dedham  was  a  learning  expe¬ 
rience,  and  will  motivate  them 
to  work  even  harder  this  year. 
One  of  their  main  weaknesses 
was  a  lack  of  communication, 
which  they  will  surely  work  to 
correct  for  this  season.  Work 
ethic  is  definitely  one  of  the 
team’s  most  prized  attributes, 
which  aided  their  success  last 
year.  This  will  need  to  continue, 
as  the  team,  due  to  its 
achievement,  has  been  moved 
up  to  Division  I.  They  will 
face  more  difficult  opponents, 
but  their  goal  of  winning  a 


Boys  Soccer 


Record:  1-15 
Rank  in  DCL:  Eighth 

Thoughts  on  2001  season:  “We 
worked  really  hard  this  season, 
which  is  in  no  way  shown  in  our 
record.  The  effort  put  in  by  the 
team  deserves  more  recog¬ 
nition.”  -Brandon  Swanson,  I 

Thoughts  on  next  season: 
“With  many  players  returning 
to  the  team  next  year  with  at 
least  two  years’  experience,  I 
expect  to  have  a  winning 


championship  has  remained  the 
same.  In  the  words  of  Carthas: 
“Although  we  lost  two  valuable 
seniors,  we  feel  that  we  have  a 
strong  team  that  will  definitely 
step  up  this  season.  All  the 
underclassmen  have  improved 
over  the  past  year  and  are 
anxious  for  the  upcoming 
season.  We  are  positive  we  will 
come  through  with  a  Division 
I  championship  trophy.”  Such 
an  achievement  will  not  come 
without  hard  work,  but  that  is 
one  thing  these  girls  are  willing 
to  contribute.  Hopefully,  they 
will  be  able  to  accomplish  this 
difficult,  though  realistic,  goal. 


season,  as  long  as  we  keep  our 
injured  list  to  a  minimum.” 

-Glen  Ryan,  II 

Golf 

Record:  0-20 
Rank  in  DCL:  Last 

Thoughts  on  2001  season:  “We 
did  pretty  good  as  a  team.  ... 
Everyone  showed  a  lot  of 
teamwork. ...  We  all  tried  really 
hard  in  every  match.” 

-Kathleen  Norton,  II 

Thoughts  for  next  year:  “It  was 
a  young  team.  . . .  We  should  be 
good  in  the  years  to  come.” 

-Robert  Fitzpatrick,  II 

Compiled  by  Jonathan  Krieger,  Katy 
Meagher,  Emily  Robbins,  Robert 
Russell,  and  Adam  Weiss. 


Fall  Wrap-Ups 

Thoughts  on  the  season:  “The  Thoughts  on  next  season: 
girls  competed  at  the  highest  “Next  year’s  team  will  be  really 
level  in  every  given  game,  and  good  because  they  have  some 
the  seniors  especially  laid  a  awesome  juniors  who  will  be 
solid  foundation  for  the  team.”  leading  the  pack.” 

-Coach  Kelly  -Kara  Ryan,  I 
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Mike  McCarthy 


By  Orla  O’Brien,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


In  seventh  grade,  he 
did  it  with  his  dead-on  Donald 
Duck  voice  and  incessant 
pestering.  Today  he  is  much 
more  mature,  but  no  less 
amusing.  Mike  McCarthy  is  the 
sort  of  person  who  can  always 
bring  a  smile  to  your  face.  He 
is  a  person  who  deserves  only 
good  things  in  his  life,  yet 
seems  to  constantly  struggle 
with  strokes  of  bad  luck,  which 
usually  result  in  some  type  of 
injury.  He  is  a  person  who 
would  not  think  twice  about 
receiving  a  call  during  the  night 
from  a  friend  in  need.  If  he  had 
his  way,  he  would  have  you 
convinced  that  he  is  a  “waste.” 
This,  of  course,  is  not  true. 
Besides  being  trustworthy  and 
humble,  Mike  is  both  a  talented 
athlete  and  a  strong  student. 

Mike  brings  his  talent 
to  both  the  hockey  and  baseball 
teams  under  Coach  Coleman. 
Mike  has  been  on  the  ice  for 
Latin  since  10th  grade.  Under¬ 
standably,  he  lists  playing  at  the 
Fleet  Center  last  March  for  the 
Division  II  State  Hockey  title 
as  his  favorite  sports  memory. 

Last  year  he  was  a 
Dual  County  League  All-Star  in 
hockey,  and  this  year  he  is  Team 
Captain.  He  will  undoubtedly 
continue  to  contribute  greatly  to 
the  success  of  the  team. 

He  has  come  a  long 
way  since  those  days  in 
Parkway  Little  League.  Last 
spring  Mike  was  able  to  transfer 
his  success  on  the  ice  right  onto 
the  baseball  diamond,  and  was 
recognized  as  a  DCL  All-Star 
in  baseball  in  his  very  first 
season.  Not  the  type  to  let  his 
abilities  get  rusty,  McCarthy 
participated  in  a  baseball 
scouting  tournament  in  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  as  well  as 
played  for  Hockey  Night  in 
Boston  over  the  summer. 

Although  he  has  no 
definite  destination  for  college 
as  of  now,  Mike  hopes  to  attend 
Fairfield  University  or  Holy 
Cross.  It  is  a  fact  that  wherever 
he  goes  to  college,  Mike  will 
bring  with  him  amazing  athletic 
assets  and  his  innate  ability  to 
make  people  smile.  He  will 
have  everything  going  for  him, 
and  he  still  won’t  believe  it. 
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Sports  - 

Girls  Hoops  on  the  rise 


By  Katy  Meagher,  I 

Staff  Writer 


This  winter,  the  Boston 
Latin  School  Girls’  Basketball 
Team  is  back,  stronger  than 
ever,  and  ready  for  a  winning 
season.  This  future  success  may 
be  attributed  to  the  experience 
present  on  the  200 1  -2002  team. 
Last  year,  the  team  depended  on 
juniors,  sophomores,  and 
freshmen,  with  only  one 
member  of  the  senior  class  on 
the  roster.  This  year  there  are 
many  veterans  on  the  team,  and 
in  basketball  games,  one  extra 
year  of  experience  may  make 
the  difference  of  more  victories 
for  this  competent  team.  The 
senior  class  will  be  well 


represented  on  the  court  this 
season;  Captain  Jackie  Coffey, 
Leigh  Gilmore,  Kate  Naber, 
Katie  Sullivan  and  Amelia 
Kernon  are  ready  to 
demonstrate  their  talents  and 
set  examples  for  the  younger 
members  of  the  team.  Not  only 
will  Class  I  contribute  skills, 
but  the  juniors  will  also  provide 
much  of  the  basketball  ability, 
evidenced  by  the  efforts  of 
captains  Catherine  Stone  and 
Alex  Allukian,  along  with 
Stephanie  Maneikis,  Lauren 
Scagnoli  and  Corey  Sylvester. 
This  team  also  has  two  well- 
established  sophomores, 
Kristen  Stone  and  Janelle 
Jackson,  who  will  positively 
add  to  the  team’s  effort. 


This  excellent  group  of 
girls  is  under  the  leadership  of 
Coach  Myers,  an  adept  coach 
who  will  again  pass  on  his 
knowledge  to  this  BLS  team. 
The  captains  are  also  an¬ 
ticipating  a  great  season; Jackie 
Coffey  declares,  “We’ve 
worked  hard  in  the  past  years 
to  improve  ourselves  on  the 
court.  This  year  we  plan  on 
working  harder  than  ever,  and 
we  hope  that  our  labor  will  be 
displayed  in  this  season’s 
record.”  Coffey,  along  with  the 
other  members,  hope  that  they 
will  see  more  members  of  the 
Boston  Latin  School 
community  at  the  games, 
cheering  on  this  notable  and 
spirited  team. 


Indoor  Track  on  track 


By  Jonathan  Yee,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


Even  before  entering  this 
season,  the  Indoor  Track  team 
gave  a  fond  farewell  to 
longtime  coach  Tony  DaRocha, 
who  guided  the  girls  to  five 
straight  DCL  titles  until  last 
year.  It  will  be  a  matter  of 
concern  over  how  well  they 
adapt  to  new  coach  Gene 
deMello,  who  will  take  over  as 
Coach  D  moves  on  to 
Emmanuel  College.  Assistant 
coaches  Will  McCollum  and 
our  very  own  Ms.  Pritchard  are 
staying  put,  however,  to  help 
the  Wolfpack  move  on  to  a  new 
chapter  in  their  history. 

The  boys  are  loaded 
with  talented  senior  veterans 
and  have  a  real  shot  at  the  DCL 
title.  Their  two  aces  are  senior 
captains  Chris  Whitmore  and 
Joan  “Beast”  Duran.  A  two- 
time  All-State  long  jumper  and 
reigning  DCL  champ  in  the  55- 
meter  dash,  Whitmore  is  sure 
to  be  a  central  contributor  at 
every  meet.  Fellow  DCL  All- 
Star  Duran  carries  the  team  in 


the  600-meter  and  4x400  meter 
relay.  Senior  vets  Alhambra 
“Al”  Yee  and  “Mad”  Max 
Bastien  lend  their  scorching 
speed  to  the  grueling  300-meter 
dash  and  carry  the  baton  on  the 
4x400.  Junior  Matt  Simonini  is 
a  major  weapon  in  the  long 
jump  and  relays,  an  area  in 
which  the  boys  also  expect  to 
shine.  Whitmore,  Bastien,  Yee, 
Duran,  and  Simonini  make  up 
the  most  powerful  relay  pool 
this  team  has  seen  in  a  long 
while.  Junior  John  “Jack” 
Wicker  hopes  to  match  Joan  in 
the  600,  while  sophomores 
Chris  Saunders  and  Jonathan 
Yee  complete  the  core  of  the 
team.  Saunders  augments  the 
sprinters  with  his  explosive 
speed,  while  Yee  comes  off  a 
strong  cross-country  season 
and  aims  for  victory  in  the  mile. 
Though  their  numbers  are  few, 
the  boys  make  up  for  it  with 
sheer  fire  and  grit. 

The  girls,  however,  find 
themselves  in  a  very  new 
position  this  season.  For  the 
first  time  in  as  long  as  can 
remembered,  they  are  not  the 


reigning  champions.  They  are 
led  by  senior  captains  Tasheka 
Folkes  and  Bridget  Butler. 
Folkes  and  senior  Thrisha  Rose 
guide  the  girls’  sprinters, 
traditionally  one  of  the  most 
formidable  groups  in  the  state. 
Butler  and  junior  Annie  Roddy 
will  form  a  distance  1-2  punch 
unrivaled  in  the  DCL,  with  help 
from  seniors  Megan  O’Connor, 
Caroline  O’Donnell,  Orla 
O’Brien,  and  sophomore  Kerry 
Sullivan.  Fellow  sophomores 
Meghan  Doherty  and  Liz 
Tricco  are  certain  to  demolish 
the  competition  in  the  hurdles 
along  with  turns  on  the  4x400. 
The  girls’  final  weapons  lie  in 
their  JV  and  younger  runners, 
including  freshman  Jade 
Martell  and  five-sie  Shawna 
Sinnott  among  others.  Though 
the  girls  do  not  boast  as  many 
big  names  as  in  years  before, 
their  many  defeated  opponents 
will  glumly  attest  to  the  Lady 
Wolfpack’s  skill  at  making 
champions  out  of  ordinary  BLS 
students.  You  can  be  sure  that 
will  happen  this  season. 


Boys  Swimming 


By  Emily  Robbins,  1 

Assistant  Sports  Editor 

Like  men  in  Speedos? 
So  do  we.  That's  why  everyone 
is  excited  about  the  beginning 
of  the  boys'  swimming  season 
at  BLS.  The  girls  have  cleared 
the  lanes  at  the  Murphy  Pool 
and  the  boys  are  getting  ready 
to  make  their  mark  on  the  DCL. 

The  most  notable  aspect  of 
the  2001-2002  season  is  the 
introduction  of  the  new  head 
coach.  Matt  Chardovon. 
Former  coach  Bruce  Conley, 


who  led  the  team  for  more  than 
20  years,  decided  to  hand  over 
his  title  to  a  veteran  Wolfpack 
swimmer.  Chardovon  was  a 
standout  swimmer  w  hen  he 
swam  for  BLS  not  too  long  ago, 
and  he  is  excited  to  come  back 
and  use  his  knowledge  and 
experienee  in  the  sport  to 
enhance  the  team.  With  his 
positive  attitude  and  fresh  ideas 
for  the  season  ahead,  Mr. 
Chardovon  will  hopefully  help 
boost  the  team's  standing. 

Traditionally  a  very  small 
team,  this  year  there  are  fewer 
than  20  boys  who  head  out  to 


looking  to 

Dorchester  each  afternoon  to 
work  on  their  strokes.  Feeling 
the  loss  of  some  spectacular 
seniors,  such  as  Seth  Thomases, 
the  team  is  even  more  eager  to 
prove  themselves.  The  most 
dominant  force  in  the  pool 
comes  from  the  juniors.  Jimmy 
Sun,  a  longtime  swimmer, 
keeps  the  competition  on  their 
toes  in  the  1 00-yard  breastroke. 
Ben  Dockery,  a  sure  bet  in  the 
100-yard  backstroke,  will  be 
counted  on  for  scoring  points. 

Another  key  factor  in 


Boys  Basketball 
to  rebound 


By  Andrew  Hannon,  VI 

CoNTIBUTING  WRITER 


As  the  season  draws  near, 
the  Boys  Basketball  Team 
prepares  for  an  exciting  season. 
After  a  4- 1 6  record  last  year,  the 
team  hopes  to  build  on  what 
they  already  have.  About  this 
upcoming  season,  two  seniors, 
Ray  Chandler  and  Frankie 
Arvelo,  said  improvement  must 
be  made  in  shooting  and 
rebounding.  Early  signs  in 
practice  are  pointing  towards 


better  shooting  from  the  team. 
A  highlight  of  last  year  was  a 
victory  over  Weston,  in  w'hich 
the  Wolfpack  won  by  about  20 
points. 

There  are  going  to  be 
many  hard  competitions  this 
year,  especially  the  games 
against  Boston  English  and 
Acton  Boxboro,  but  no  matter 
who  the  opponent  is,  the  team 
will  have  to  stick  to  the  game 
plan.  This  will  hopefully  be  a 
great  season  as  well  as  an  ex¬ 
citing  one.  GO  WOLFPACK! 


Wolfpack  Wrestling 
looks  to  slam 
competition 


By  Chao  Pan,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


Wolfpack  wrestling’s 
started  and  the  team’s  ready  to 
bust  some  heads.  The 
Wolfpack  wrestlers  are  getting 
ready  to  embark  on  a  new 
season  to  further  their 
illustrious  tradition  of 
competition.  Led  this  year  by 
team  captain  junior  Jose 
Valenzuela  and  co-captains 
Joey  Webb  (I),  Nate  Jackson 
(III),  and  Brian  Nowak  (III),  the 
Pack  is  sure  to  have  a  successful 
season.  Following  on  the  heels 
of  a  somewhat  disappointing 
season,  the  Pack  hopes  to 
improve  on  its  record  this  year 
under  the  guidance  of  Jeff  Azer, 
a  veteran  coach  who  has  led  the 
Pack  for  the  past  three  years. 

The  team  itself  is  fairly 
young,  with  only  10  upper¬ 
classmen,  but  they’re  packed 
with  talent.  They’re  strong, 
athletic,  and  enthusiastic. 
Although  unconventionally 


young,  the  team  has  a  good 
quantity  of  experience,  as  most 
of  the  members  are  second  year 
members  or  better  and  know 
their  way  around  the  mat. 
These  include  Steve  Armandt 
(IV),  and  a  virtual  battalion  of 
underclassmen.  They  have  the 
training,  the  skill,  and  the 
experience  to  fulfdl  numerous 
predictions  of  a  glorious 
season.  This  is,  of  course,  not 
to  exclude  the  large  number  of 
new  wrestlers  who  are  sure  to 
also  bring  their  own  qualities  to 
the  team  and  add  to  it  as  a 
whole. 

When  asked  about  the 
season.  Captain  Jose 
Valenzuela  said,  “the  team  has 
worked  hard  in  the  off  season, 
so  we  should  be  able  to 
compete  well  this  year.”  When 
prodded  a  bit  further,  he  added, 
“This  is  the  new  beginning  of 
the  Smackdown  Dynasty!” 
With  the  new  qualities  added  to 
the  team,  few  doubt  his 
predictions  will  be  true. 


P 

n,  s 

the  meets  is  junior  freestyler 
John  Moore.  The  goal  of  this 
trio  of  amazing  swimmers  is  to 
make  Sectionals,  and  possibly 
even  States.  The  sole  senior  on 
the  team,  Sian-Pierre  Regis, 
strongly  feels  that  “this  season 
is  going  to  be  an  awesome  one.” 

The  boys  are  always  in  stiff 
competition  in  the  DCL  league, 
but  as  always,  they  will 
continue  to  give  it  their  best 
shot. 
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News  - 

Muslim  students  Honors  or  not 
speak 


(continued  from  page  1) 

versus  another  school,  has 
allowed  them  to  feel  safe  and 
supported  because  of  a  diverse 
atmosphere  and  open-minded 
attitude  attendant  here.  At  the 
same  time,  many  of  the  issues 
that  are  read  about  in  the  news 
have  been  very  finitely 
addressed  and  discussed  within 
school  grounds;  some  students 
would  like  to  be  able  to  express 
themselves  more  and  discuss 
what’s  been  going  on  at  school. 

Whether  one  is  an 
American  Muslim  or  an 
immigrant,  times  have  been 
more  or  less  tough.  For  an 
American  Muslim  posed  with 
the  question  of  enrollment  in 
the  US  military,  being  drafted 
means  not  only  serving  one’s 
nation,  but  also  going  against 
those  who  share  one’s  belief. 

Immigrants  face  another 
battle.  Although  many 
immigrants  have  come  to  the 
US  in  hope  of  quality 
education,  better  working 
opportunities,  or  because  of  the 
rights  and  safety  offered  by  the 
nation,  living  in  the  US  at  this 
period  in  time  has  become  quite 
distressing  for  the  followers  of 
Islam.  The  State  Department 


has  tightened  up  in  terms  of 
immigration  policies,  es¬ 
pecially  for  Middle  Eastern 
immigrants.  Foreign  college 
students  have  changed  their 
plans  of  going  home  this  win¬ 
ter,  afraid  they  won’t  be  able 
to  come  back.  Professor 
Abulhassan  Astaneh  of  the 
University  of  California- 
Berkeley  has  said,  “I  have  no 
problem  with  the  INS  checking 
everyone’s  visa  according  to 
law,  but  saying  you’re  not 
going  to  give  visas  to  Muslims 
goes  against  everything  this 
country  stands  for.” 

One  thing  noticeable 
since  recent  events  is  that  more 
and  more  of  BLS  students  and 
US  citizens  have  begun  to 
replace  their  ignorance  and 
suspicions  with  curiosity  about 
the  fastest  growing  religion  in 
America.  Muslims  have  been 
heavily  inquired  about  their 
way  of  life  and  beliefs,  and,  as 
the  most  holy  month  for 
Muslim’s  —  Ramadan  — 
proceeds,  they  hope  to 
strengthen  their  faith  and 
convey  Islam  in  its  true 
meaning. 


{continued  from  page  3) 

no  language  offered  Honors, 
then  students  would  be 
selecting  their  language  for  the 
sake  of  learning,  not  in  order  to 
gain  the  most  credit  possible. 
Of  course,  making  all  classes 
beyond  second  year  Honors 
classes  would  hopefully  have 
the  same  effect. 

Understandably,  there 
are  many  steps  left  in  the 
process  of  selection  and 
approval  of  either  option.  The 
plan  may  have  to  be  approved 
by  the  headmaster  and  the 
School  Site  Council  -  which  is 
a  beginning  to  a  slow  process. 
And  although  the  Modern 
Languages  Department  agrees 
that  the  first  option  is  the  most 
favorable,  not  all  students  are 
in  agreement.  One  senior, 
Jonathan  Smalls,  says,  “I  could 
not  care  less  about  the  Honors 
credit... Why  raise  the  GPA  of 
everyone  half  a  point?  Then,  the 
school  itself  begins  to  feel  that 
it  is  superior  to  other  schools, 
which  the  staff  already  boasts 
about.  Just  leave  it  as  it  is.”  Of 
course,  many  students  disagree 
with  this  viewpoint,  wanting  as 
much  credit  as  possible.  One 
thing  is  for  sure,  however:  there 
is  going  to  be  a  long  process 
before  either  of  these  options  is 


formally  approved  and 
implemented  in  the  Boston 
Latin  School. 

The  debate  about  either 
of  these  options  comes  on  the 
heels  of  an  order  from  Dr. 
Payzant  to  form  an  extra 
English  10  Honors  class  for 
students  fulfilling  three  out  of 
the  four  requirements.  The  four 
requirements  are  grades, 
performance  on  a  timed 
writing,  teacher  recommen¬ 
dations,  and  standardized  test 
scores. 

The  new  class  was 
generally  made  for  students 
who  did  not  meet  the 
established  requirement  for  the 
timed  writing.  Previously, 
students  lacking  one  of  the  four 
requirements  would  not  enter 
Honors.  As  with  most  Honors 
courses,  spots  for  English  10 
Honors  are  very  limited,  and 
very  competitive,  with  often 
more  qualified  applicants  than 
are  able  to  be  accommodated. 
With  all  the  changes  that  are 
being  debated  and  possibly 
instituted  in  the  Honors  courses 
this  year,  students  can  only 
hope  that  the  day  will  come 
when  every  qualified  applicant 
is  allowed  to  opportunity  to 
further  enrich  his  or  her 
education  through  Honors-level 
courses. 


Holiday 

Messages 


TO  THE  STUDENTS: 

Thank  you  so  vety  much 
for  carrying  my  bag  in  the 
morning  and  afterschool. 
Your  kindness  is  the  spirit 
that  keeps  me  going.  I  owe 
you  my  life...  and  I  am  most 
appreciative. 

-NEZM. 


Merry  Christmas  and 
Happy  Holidays  to  my 
colleagues  and  a  sincere 
thank  you  for  your  help 
with  my  bags  and  papers  in 
the  morning,  especially  to 
Mr.  Haberstroch,  Dan  the 
construction  man,  and  Miss 
Barbara.  A  healthy  New 
Year  to  you  ALL!!! 

With  Joy,  to  be  alive  :) 

And  working  at  BLS 
-NEZM. 


Merry  Christmas,  I  love 
you,  Alison,  Celia,  Longjie, 
Burt,  and  Heidi!  Thanx  to 
Mr.  Montague,  Ms. 
Freeman,  and  Dr.  Cohee 
for  everything.  Enjoy  the 
holidays.  -Mimi 


-  Forum  - 

Enduring  Operation 
Freedom 


(continued from  page  1 1) 

One  of  the  most 
frightening  aspects  of  our 
government’s  actions  is  the  new 
capacity  to  hold  military 
tribunals.  Any  person  who  is 
not  a  citizen,  no  matter  how 
long  he  or  she  has  been  living 
in  America  or  the  legality  of  his 
or  her  residence,  can  be 
detained  indefinitely  and  put  on 
trial  by  the  military.  In  these 
tribunals,  the  accused  gets  no 
I  lawyer.  The  basic  right  to  a  trial 
by  a  body  of  his  peers  is 
waived.  He  or  she  can  then  be 
executed. 

This  is  horrendous.  In 
doing  this,  America  is  breaking 
almost  every  treaty  on  human 
rights  ever  signed. 

Frankly,  I’m  tired  of 


George  W.  Bush  trying  to  get 
into  my  computer  and  telling 
me  it’s  for  my  own  good.  I  don’t 
like  the  way  the  government  is 
handling  this.  John  Ashcroft  has 
taken  advantage  of  our  nation’s 
troubles  and  fears.  He  has 
forced  us  to  swallow  a  huge  bill 
containing  mostly  his  own 
personal  agenda.  We  do  not 
need  people  tapping  into  our 
phone  lines,  reading  our  emails, 
putting  us  on  different  lists;  that 
kind  of  action  does  not  solve 
anything.  Taking  our  civil 
liberties  is  not  an  act  of  safety 
or  public  good,  but  an  excuse 
to  increase  police  and 
government  presence  in  our 
lives.  I  do  not  think  that  putting 
us  all  in  one  group  and 
watching  our  every  move  can 
be  called  “uniting”  America. 


We  send  people  to  fight  for  the 
American  way  -  the  way  of 
freedom  and  justice.  In  the 
meantime,  John  Ashcroft,  by 
stealing  our  civil  liberties,  has 
taken  all  that  away.  What  are  we 
protecting  now?  Where  is  the 
freedom  and  trust  for  which  so 
many  heroes  have  fought  and 
died? 

The  government  says 
that  terrorists  hate  us  because 
of  our  way  of  life;  they  attack 
us  because  they  want  to  steal 
our  freedoms  from  us.  John 
Ashcroft  is  the  one  stealing  our 
freedoms.  This  bill  might  just 
work,  because  by  the  time  the 
National  Security  Agency  has 
everything  it  wants,  we  will  not 
have  anything  the  terrorists 
want  to  steal.  This  is  not  for  our 
own  good. 


MELVIN  ZHANG,  NEW  ENGLAND  HIGH  SCHOOL  CHESS  CHAMPION 

Congratulations  to  the  members  of  the  BLS  Chess 
Team.  Edward  Chiu  (IV),  Eric  Liao  (IV),  Jin  Bin 
Liu,  Syed  Arma’an  Al-Mamun  (III),  Ke  Zhang  (V) 
and  Melvin  Zhang  (V)  competed  in  the  New 
England  Scholastic  Chess  Tournament.  It  was  held 
in  Sturbridge,  MA,  on  December  1  and  December 
2.  The  team  finished  in  second  place  in  the  high 
school  division,  with  Melvin  having  the  best  overall 
tournament  record. 
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Special  Holiday 
Messages 


TO  THE  STUDENTS: 

Thank  you  so  very ’  much 
for  carrying  my  bag  in  the 
morning  and  afterschool. 
Your  kindness  is  the  spirit 
that  keeps  me  going.  I  owe 
you  my  life...  and  I  am  most 
appreciative. 

-  NEZ  M. 


Merry  XMAS!  Jackie  MM 
Diana  Cals  Kasia  Ben  Pat 
Stew  Chris  TEE  Lana  Em  + 
Jennis 

-Beth 


Connie,  ado,  Jimmy,  Jia,  Yi 
&  Kam  Ho!  Wish  you  all  a 
happy  holiday!  And  where’s 
my  gifts? 

Happy  Holidays  to  my 
friends,  fellow  Argon uts, 
Speechies,  Choir  Members, 
Peer  Players,  and  Sis, 

Love,  Hana. 

For  all  the  PD  campers  in 
BLS!  A  warm  happy 
holiday!  Remember  PD! 
From  PD98  ’  Bro 


Merry  XMAS!!!= )  Hope 
you  get  lots  of 
presents...  =D  -2  all  my 
friends  from  Victor  B. 

Merry  Christmas  to  all  the 
girls!  Sully,  Gilmore,  JC, 
Paris,  LR,  Jenng,  OOB, 
Remember,  it’s  not  like 
Leogs!  HAH  A!  Love  ya, 
Nabe. 


Hey  seniors!!!  It’s  finally 
vacation!!!  Enjoy  the  week 
and  half  off  and  I'll  see  you 
back  in  January!!  -  Rachel 

Much  Love  &  Merry  Xmas 
to  all  my  girls- 
LGKNJCJOBBMOJOLRLPAR 
&  All  my  friends 
-Smile!  OOB 


Merry  Xmas  to  all  my  girls: 
KMMKKPJLSD  &  My  boy 
toy  143  l  call  shotgun  4 
Mon. 

-EM 


Merry  Christmas  and 
Happy  Holidays  to  my 
colleagues  and  a  sincere 
thank  you  for  your  help 
with  my  bags  and  papers  in 
the  morning,  especially  to 
Mr:  Haberstroch,  Dan  the 
construction  man,  and  Miss 
Barbara.  A  healthy  New 
Year  to  you  ALL!!! 

With  Joy,  to  be  alive  :) 

And  working  at  BLS 
-NEZM. 

* 

A  ready, 

Ya  tibua  lublu 

-Jenny 

* 

TO  THE  STUDENTS: 

Thank  you  so  very  much 
for  carrying  my  bag  in  the 
morning  and  afterschool. 
Your  kindness  is  the  spirit 
that  keeps  me  going.  I  owe 
you  my  life...  and  I  am  most 
appreciative. 

-NEZM. 

Merry  Christmas  and 
Happy  Holidays  to  my 
colleagues  and  a  sincere 
thank  you  for  your  help 
with  my  bags  and  papers  in 
the  morning,  especially  to 
Mr.  Haberstroch,  Dan  the 
construction  man,  and  Miss 
Barbara.  A  healthy  New 
Year  to  you  ALL!!! 

With  Joy,  to  be  alive  :) 

And  working  at  BLS 
-NEZM. 


A  dance  to  all  my  friends 
<(’.  ’)><('.’<)  (>‘_j> 
A(‘.  ')><('.  ‘)>  ~  G 


Every  two  child  did,  /  will. 
-J’Marj 

I  love  E.D.  -R.R. 


FINALLY,  XMAS  is  HERE 
sooooo  tired....  shout  out 
too  all  my  friends  in 

homeroom  132 .  * sleep* 

-JN 


Remember  the  Alamo. 


Darius  Miles  is  the  best 
backup  small  forward  of 
the  Los  Angeles  Clippers! 
-  IceQF 


Fun  Page 


December  200 1 


Yo  prof  diddy,  can  I  use 


the  lav? 


The 

Argo 

Asks 


1 )  Which  of  the  following 
patriotic  movie  projects  is 
Hollywood  pursuing? 

a.  “Riding  in  Apache 
Helicopters  with  Boys” 

b.  “  Remember  the  Chechens” 

c.  “The  Ridges  of 
Afghanistan  Country” 

d.  “You’ve  Got  Anthrax” 

e.  “One  Nation:  America 
Remembers  September  1 1, 
2001” 


2)  Why  did  ETS  lose  8000 
SAT  score  reports? 

a.  ETS  really  stands  for 
Envelope  Thieves  Society 

b.  The  Trenton,  NJ  post 
office,  where  the  reports  were 
first  sent  was  being  screened 
for  anthrax,  causing  a  holdup 

c.  A1  Gore  was  recently  voted 
ETS  President 

d.  8000/10=800! 

e.  It  was  trying  to  promote 
the  new  Score-by-Phone 
Service 


tan  x  pieasc  use  your  minne.r 


u, 

a 

s 

S 

Q 
— > 

+ 

0 

0 
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3)  At  the  APEC  Convention 
in  Shanghai,  what  Chinese 
custom  did  President  Bush 
take  up? 

a.  He  modeled  Ming  Dynasty 
apparel 

b.  He  rode  a  bicycle 

c.  He  executed  a  panda 

d.  He  watched  the  Rated-G 
version  of  “Crouching  Tiger, 
Hidden  Dragon” 

e.  He  bought  his  daughters 
some  Qingdao  beer 


4)  The  name  of  the  company 
in  charge  of  security  in  most 
major  U.S.  airports  is: 

a.  The  Taliban 

b.  The  Red  Sox  infield 

c.  Argobright 

d.  Ms.  Barbara 

e.  Argenbright 


:st9  ijjsiiA 

oT  6.i  9.1 

O  +Tp»I- 


(Note:  The  whole  Argo  staff  still  loves  Celia,  our  Editor-in-Chief)~LJD 
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Protesters 
say  no  to 
Bush’s  war, 
education 
bill 

Bv  Margaret  Willison, 
II  &  Trude  Raizen,  IV 

Contributing  Writers 


When  President  Bush 
visited  Boston  Latin  on  Janu¬ 
ary  8,  not  everyone  was 
pleased  to  see  him.  While 
many  students  were  inside  or 
at  home  watching  him  speak, 
a  few  were  outside  of  the 
school  protesting  his  policies. 
They  were  joined  by  students 
from  local  colleges  and  high 
schools,  as  well  as  some  BLS 
alums.  The  main  concerns  of 
the  protesters  were  the  war  on 
terrorism  and  Bush’s  educa¬ 
tion  bill.  Other  complaints 
were  Bush’s  environmental 
policy  (or  lack  there  of),  bud¬ 
get  handling,  and  his  current 
disregard  for  civil  liberties. 
Protesters  braved  the  bitter 
cold,  marching  outside  the 
front  of  the  school,  cheering 
speakers  and  chanting  so 
loudly  that  at  times  they 
could  be  heard  inside  the 
gym. 

Among  the  protesters 
affiliated  with  Boston  Latin 
was  Mr.  Fernandez  of  the  Sci¬ 
ence  Department.  He  ex¬ 
plained  his  reasons  for  being 
there.  “When  I  see  the  United 
States  doing  something 
wrong  like  killing  so  many 
civilians,  I  feel  compelled  to 
do  something.”  The  major¬ 
ity  of  the  protestors  turned 
out  specifically  because  they 
disagree  with  the  war  in  Af¬ 
ghanistan  and  believe  that 
there  are  more  just  ways  to 
punish  those  responsible  for 
September  1 1 .  Some  organi¬ 
zations  present  included  AN¬ 
SWER  Boston,  the  local 
chapter  of  Act  Now  to  Stop 
War  and  End  Racism, 
Worcester  Peace  Works,  and 
CPPAX  (Citizens  for  Partici¬ 
pation  in  Political  Action). 
One  group  of  Worcester  stu¬ 
dents  carried  a  banner  with 
the  satirical  statement,  “Dead 
Afghani  children  make  me 
feel  safe.”  Other  signs  read, 
“War  is  not  the  Answer,” 
“Pro-America,  Anti-Bush,” 
and  “BLS  Student  for  Peace.” 
The  most  popular  chant  was 
(continued  on  page  2) 


Presidential  visit 
makes  BLS  history 


By  Megan  Fountain,  I  & 
Rebecca  Greening,  II  & 
Stephen  Dewey,  II 

Co-News  editor  &  Staff  Writers 

It  was  an  evening  of 
firsts  for  Boston  Latin  when 
the  President  made  an  unprec¬ 
edented  visit  to  our  school  to 
celebrate  his  bipartisan  educa¬ 
tion  bill  with  Senator  Ted 
Kennedy.  Not  only  did  lucky 
students  find  themselves  in 
the  presence  of  an  all-star  en¬ 
semble  of  politicians  from 
Mayor  Menino  and  Governor 
Swift  to  our  own  Massachu¬ 
setts  senators  and  President 
Bush,  but  they  also  got  a 
glimpse  of  the  White  House  in 
action  and  a  lesson  in  the  poli¬ 
tics  of  media.  It  was  a  first 
for  Secret  Service  agents 
buzzing  through  school  corri¬ 
dors,  snipers  positioned  on  the 
roof,  and  reporters  and  cam¬ 
eras  from  all  over  the  country 
descending  upon  the  BLS 
gym.  It  was  a  first  for  an  anti¬ 
war  protest  staged  in  front  of 
the  historic  Boston  Latin  edi¬ 
fice,  and  a  first  for  the  non¬ 
partisan  public  school  becom¬ 
ing  both  a  political  battlefield 
and  a  place  for  bipartisan 
back-patting. 

It  may  have  been  a 
first  for  cowboy  boots.  After 
Senator  Kennedy  proudly 
welcomed  the  president  to  the 
city  of  Boston  and  to  the 
school  steeped  in  the  tradition 
of  old  Yankee  blue  bloods  like 
his  family,  the  president 
warmed  up  the  New  England 
crowd  with  remarks  about  the 
boys  back  home  in  Texas. 
There  was  lively  banter  be¬ 
tween  the  senator  and  the 
president  about  putting  aside 
Democratic  and  Republican 
differences  to  unite  for  the 
sake  of  education. 

“Regardless  of  your 
political  stance,”  comments 
Johnny  B.  Greene  (II),  a  press 
escort  at  the  event,  “it  was  a 
great  honor  to  have  the  Presi¬ 
dent  come  to  Boston  Latin. 
It’s  an  honor  that  few  schools 
receive  and  which  is  unlikely 
to  be  repeated  anytime  soon, 
anywhere.”  Administrative 
coordinators  of  the  event 
stressed  the  same  theme;  said 


Ms.  Kelley,  preparing  the 
National  Honor  Society  to 
smile  for  the  cameras,  “This 
isn't  about  politics;  this  is 
about  education.” 

However,  students 
found  it  difficult  to  put  poli¬ 
tics  behind  them.  The  Young 
Republicans  Club  basked  in  a 
blissful  moment  of  hand¬ 
shaking  and  picture-taking 
with  their  hero.  Class  Com¬ 
mittee  member  Sara  Shiggs- 
Quiroga  (I),  known  for  her 
ardent  school  spirit,  says, 
“Looking  back,  it  was  excit¬ 
ing  for  all  of  us  to  be  there, 
because  seeing  the  president 
was  a  great  honor  and  we 
were  making  our  school 
proud.  But  if  you  are  a  per¬ 
son  with  strong  principles,  it’s 
not  that  simple.”  Sara  felt 
exhilarated  to  sit  on  stage  be¬ 
hind  the  President  displaying 
a  Boston  Latin  sweatshirt,  but 
found  that  she  was  not  always 
smiling  for  the  cameras.  “I 
was  caught  off  guard  when 
the  president  began  talking 
about  the  war  on  terrorism.  I 
didn’t  really  see  what  that  had 
to  do  with  education.” 

Bush’s  victory  run 
that  day  was  to  champion  his 
“No  Child  Left  Behind”  edu¬ 
cation  reform  bill.  The  S26.5 


billion  dollar  bill  promises  an 
expansion  of  standardized 
testing  by  mandating  annual 
statewide  assessments  in 
grades  three  through  eight  as 
well  as  accountability  if 
schools  fail  to  improve.  Al¬ 
though  Bush  playfully  admit¬ 
ted  that  he  had  not  read  the 
bill  and  did  not  intend  to,  he 
said  he  was  aware  of  its  main 
objectives;  “It  basically  says, 
every  child  can  learn.  And  if 
they’re  not  learning,  we  want 
to  know  early,  before  it  is  too 
late.” 

The  education  reform 
bill’s  relevancy  to  Latin  took 
a  backseat  to  the  excitement 
of  the  visit.  Boston  Latin  re¬ 
ceived  important  publicity, 
not  to  mention  flattering  com¬ 
pliments  from  politicians  and 
15  seconds  (or  less)  of  fame 
on  national  television. 
Michelle  Whitaker  (I)  cel¬ 
ebrated  Bush’s  visit  by  ex¬ 
claiming,  “Wow!  All  of  this 
publicity  for  Latin  is  going  to 
get  me  into  college!”  Bush 
complimented  our  school  by 
saying,  “This  is  what  Boston 
Latin  is  about.  It’s  about  ex¬ 
pecting  high  standards,  under¬ 
standing  every  child  can 
learn,  demanding  the  best,  in¬ 
sisting  upon  hard  work,  re¬ 


warding  success,  solving  fail¬ 
ure.  It  is  a  great  school.”  Not 
many  public  high  schools  can 
say  they  have  received  such 
a  glowing  commendation 
from  a  president. 

As  this  was  a  White 
House  event,  BLS  was  only 
alotted  200  tickets.  However, 
about  300  students  got  to  at¬ 
tend,  including  musicians, 
press  escorts,  and  student  re¬ 
porters  who  received  press 
passes.  Members  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  Choir  and  Jazz  Band  per¬ 
formed  in  the  interim  be¬ 
tween  the  arrival  of  state  dig¬ 
nitaries  and  that  of  President 
Bush,  Senator  Kennedy,  and 
their  entourage.  Members  of 
the  National  Honor  Society 
and  the  student  government 
were  present,  sporting  BLS 
athletic  wear  and  posing  for 
cameras.  National  Honor 
Society  members  Barbara 
Kwan,  Brendan  Malone, 
Annette  Tran  and  Denise 
Whall  looked  their  usual  stu¬ 
dious  selves  propped  upon 
historic  oaken  desks  in  front 
of  a  chalkboard  that  read  “No 
Child  Left  Behind.”  The 
Young  Republicans  Club, 
former  Ward  Fellows,  and 
some  AP  Government  stu- 
(continued  on  page  2) 
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Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


News 


Protesters 


Editor’s  Note 

Dealing  with  the  after- 
math  of  last  year’s  Graduation 
Issue  was  one  of  the  most  diffi¬ 
cult  learning  experiences  of  my 
life.  In  the  space  of  a  day,  less 
than  one  page’s  worth  of 
printed  words  breached  rela¬ 
tionships  and  sullied  reputa¬ 
tions.  A  lot  of  people  were  hurt. 

Sometimes,  because 
there  are  so  many  sides  to  a 
story,  the  “real  truth”  can  never 
be  reported.  This  note  is  not 
going  to  give  you  another  ac¬ 
count  of  what  happened;  1  don't 


(continued  from  page  1) 
students  received  tickets  to  the 
event.  The  remaining  seats 
given  to  Boston  Latin  were  dis¬ 
tributed  randomly  among 
alumni,  teachers,  and  faculty, 
while  most  of  the  seats  in  the 
audience  went  to  members  of 


know  what  happened. 

What  I  do  know  is  that 
I  was  devastated.  I  felt  as 
though  the  years  of  work  I’d 
dedicated  to  the  Argo  were 
wasted.  When  you  invest  such 
time  and  energy  into  something 
you’re  passionate  about,  you 
don’t  want  it  to  be  misrepre¬ 
sented.  This  was  not  why  I’d 
joined  the  Argo;  this  was  not 
what  the  Argo  was  about. 

I  wanted  the  Argo  to 
reflect  the  intense  conversa¬ 
tions  we  have  at  Ed  Board 
meetings,  the  purposefulness 
with  which  writers  pursue  sto- 


the  government  and  major  do¬ 
nors  to  Senator  Kennedy  and 
President  Bush.  Controversy 
abounded  in  BLS  over  who  re¬ 
ceived  the  precious  invites  to 
the  event.  In  reality,  most  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  folks  got  seated  last 


ries,  the  flurry  of  copy  editing 
and  inputting  and  laying  out 
that  takes  places  on  Final  Fri¬ 
days.  I  wanted  the  Argo  to  re¬ 
flect  the  dynamic  spirit  inher¬ 
ent  in  all  Boston  Latin  School 
students.  I  wanted  to  highlight 
the  aspects  of  the  school  that 
deserved  to  be  commended  and 
to  point  out  areas  that  could  be 
improved.  I  wanted  diversity.  I 
wanted  meaning. 

We  may  not  be  able  to 
accomplish  all  of  those  objec¬ 
tives  in  every  one  of  our  ar¬ 
ticles.  But  I  think  we’re  getting 
there. 


and  were  crammed  onto  the 
bleachers,  out  of  the  way  of  the 
ticket-holding  audience.  About 
50'  Boston  Latin  ticket-holders 
did  not  get  admitted  because 
there  was  no  space  left. 


(continued  from  page  1) 
“George  Bush,  we  say  no;  your 
racist  war  has  got  to  go.” 

Another  prevalent 
chant  was  “Money  for  educa¬ 
tion,  not  for  war.”  Said  Mr. 
Fernandez,  “I  believe  the  edu¬ 
cation  bill  is  wrong.”  Many 
protesters  agreed  with  him,  and 
felt  that  Bush’s  education  bill, 
which  demands  accountability 
and  assessment, 
and  promises  to  expand  stan- 
'  dardized  testing  in  all  elemen¬ 
tary  and  middle  school  grades, 
will  be  detrimental  to  schools 
across  the  country.  Organiza¬ 
tions  such  as  Fairtest,  the 
American  Civil  Liberties 
Union,  Coalition  for  Authentic 
Reform  in  Education  and  Stu¬ 
dent  Coalition  for  Alternatives 
to  the  MCAS  were  present  to 
say  that  standardized  testing 
has  been  proven  to  deepen,  in¬ 
stead  of  close,  the  achievement 
gap  of  minority-group  and  low- 
income  students,  contrary  to 
what  Bush’s  “Leave  No  Child 
Behind”  slogan  promises. 

Rebecca  Tumposky, 
one  of  the  BLS  graduates  who 
attended  the  demonstration, 
says  she  was  there  to  oppose 
Bush’s  education  bill.  “I  dem¬ 
onstrated  outside  because  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  a  man  who  is  igno¬ 
rant  about  racism,  callous  about 
poverty,  wages  a  war  on  ‘ter¬ 
rorism’  ...  is  against  women’s 
rights,  and  has  an  attorney  gen¬ 
eral  who  is  attacking  funda¬ 
mental  civil  liberties,  does  not 
deserve  the  satisfaction  of  be¬ 


ing  able  to  go  anywhere  with¬ 
out  a  protest.”  Says  Rose 
Costello  (‘01),  “To  me,  protest¬ 
ing  is  a  very  important  right  to 
exercise,  especially  at  times 
like  these.  Everyone  seems  to 
be  talking  about  patriotic  val¬ 
ues.  To  me  the  people  outside 


“Protesting  is  a  very  im¬ 
portant  right  to  exercise, 
especially  at  times  like 
these.  Everyone  seems  to 
be  talking  about  patriotic 
values.  To  me  the  people 
outside  with  signs  mak¬ 
ing  their  voices  heard 
were  fulfilling  the  values 
of  the  constitution  more 
than  those  trying  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  president  from 
hearing  those  opinions.” 

— Rose  Costello,  ’01 


with  signs  making  their  voices 
heard  were  fulfilling  the  values 
of  the  constitution  more  than 
those  trying  to  protect  the  presi¬ 
dent  from  hearing  those  opin¬ 
ions.  Just  like  voting,  protest¬ 
ing  is  a  democratic  way  for  one 
person  to  make  a  difference.” 
The  protesters  outside  were  not 
unpatriotic;  they  were  groups 
and  individuals  sharing  a  deep 
faith  in  the  American  demo¬ 
cratic  process  who  have  a  long 
history  of  defending  American 
ideals  of  equality  and  justice.” 


PASSIONATE  PROTESTERS  BRAVE  THE  JANUARY  COLD  TO  CALL  FOR  PEACE  IN  AMERICA  AND  ABROAD. 

Presidential  visit 
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News  - 

Internet  Censoritis:  Censorship  disrupts  the  learning 

process;  attempts  to  remove  software  flounder 


By  Jie  Song,  I 

Assistant  News  Editor 


December  14,  2001 
was  not  a  typical  Friday.  It  was 
the  day  that  Harvard  and  MIT 
released  their  acceptance 
decisions  via  e-mail.  As  soon 
as  the  bell  rang  at  Boston  Latin, 
early  applicants  to  these 
schools  rushed  to  the  nearest 
Internet  terminals  in  the  school. 
The  rush,  however,  soon  turned 
into  a  frenzy  as  seniors  dis¬ 
covered  that  Yahoo,  Hotmail, 
and  practically  all  e-mail  sites 
were  blocked  by  a  filter  that 
would  not  yield  to  crossed 
fingers  and  pleading  eyes.  To 
some  extent,  this  is  not 
surprising,  for  anger,  frustra¬ 
tion,  and  anxiety  are  the  most 
common  symptoms  of  BLS 
“Internet  Censoritis.” 

The  root  of  this  disease 
is  the  United  States  Congress. 
A  few  years  ago,  Congress 
passed  a  law  called  the 
Children’s  Internet  Protection 
Act,  which  was  aimed  at 
limiting  the  use  of  the  Internet 
in  school  for  educational 
purposes.  This  law  is  enforced 
through  the  E-RATE  program, 
which  gives  funding  and 
Internet  connection  to  public 
schools  as  long  as  a  filter 
system  is  installed  in  the  school 
servers.  In  Boston,  Mayor 
Menino  supports  this  measure 
by  demanding  that  all  Boston 
Public  Schools  use  filter 
software.  As  a  result,  ELRON, 


a  filtering  software,  was 
donated  by  the  owner  of  a 
software  company  to  the 
Boston  Public  Schools.  The 
software  scans  the  contents  of 
a  Web  page  in  search  of 
“offensive”  words.  Once 
enough  are  found,  the  software 
blocksaccess  to  the  site. 

However, how 
ELRON  works  (and  if  it  works 
at  all)  has  long  been  a  mystery 
to  students,  teachers  and  library 
staff.  For  example,  though  it  is 
difficult  to  imagine  how  vulgar 
Brown  University’s  and  MIT’s 
Web  sites  can  be,  the  filter 
system  has  found  them  “in¬ 
appropriate”  and  blocked 
access.  Howstuffworks.com,  a 
favorite  source  of  enrichment  to 
physics  teachers,  has  been 
blocked.  A  site  featuring 
lessons  on  learning  the  Chinese 
language  has  suffered  the  same 
fate.  Many  a  Facing  History 
class  has  been  ruined  as  a  result 
of  students  being  blocked  from 
examining  stereotypes,  racism, 
and  anti-Semitic  hate  groups  on 
the  Web.  Google,  a  very  pop¬ 
ular  search  engine,  is  some¬ 
times  denied  to  students. 
Finally,  even  http://bls.org  has 
been  considered  inappropriate 
at  times!  As  one  puzzled  senior 
remarked,  “the  fdter  is  com¬ 
pletely  random.”  Furthermore, 
what  shocks  Ms.  Freeman  and 
many  others  is,  “what  the  filter 
doesn’t  pick  up.”  For  as  long 
as  it  has  been  in  effect,  the  filter 
has  been  more  trouble  than 


help,  according  to  library  and 
technology  staff.  Mr.  Ramos 
finds  the  filter  “a  nuisance”,  and 
Ms.  Meany  feels  that  it  appears 
“inconsistent”  and  “arbitrary”. 
Her  colleague  Ms.  Moniz,  a 
member  of  the  library  staff, 
remarks  that  “the  library  has 
always  been  a  champion  of 
people  getting  access  to  what 
they  need,”  and  that,  simply 
put,  “the  filter  is  killing  us.” 

The  frustrated  BLS 
community  has  done  more  than 
complain  about  the  censorship 
problem.  About  two  years  ago, 
a  demand  to  vote  out  the  filter 
was  brought  before  the  School 
Site  Council.  The  Council, 
though  grudgingly,  gave  its 
approval  and  sent  the  matter 


into  administrative  hands. 
After  that  point,  no  further 
action  was  taken.  More 
recently,  about  one  year  ago, 
members  of  the  library  and 
technology  staff  sent  a  letter  of 
complaint  to  the  Boston  Public 
Schools  Legal  Department  that, 
up  to  this  day,  has  received  no 
response.  The  most  likely 
reason  for  the  failure  of  these 
efforts  is  the  fact  that  the  filter 
allows  the  school  system  to 
obtain  federal  money  and  must 
stay  as  long  as  federal  support 
is  to  be  expected. 

Currently,  the  only 
cure  to  “Internet  Censoritis”  is 
a  direct  phone  call  to  the  help 
desk  of  the  server  requesting 
that  a  site  be  unblocked. 


Depending  on  how  busy  the 
help  desk  is,  the  process  of 
unblocking  can  range  from  five 
minutes  to  five  days.  Also,  a 
new  filter  system  is  being 
developed  and  beta  tested  by 
the  company  that  made 
ELRON.  There  has  been  the 
promise  of  a  password  system 
in  the  new  filter  that  will  give 
librarians  the  power  to  instantly 
unblock  a  site.  Whether  the 
BPS  will  allow  librarians  this 
privilege  is  another  matter. 

Teachers,  students  and 
parents  can  express  their 
concerns  at  6 17-635-9200.  The 
best  we  can  do,  as  Mrs.  DeMore 
puts  it,  is  “to  let  them  know  how 
bad  this  filter  really  is.” 


Cambridge  school  plan  ensures  diversity 


By  Kathryn  McDonald, 

III 

Staff  Writer 


Busing,  racial  fairness 
guidelines,  and  racial  quotas  for 
exam  schools:  all  have  been 
abandoned  in  recent  years  by 
the  Boston  Public  Schools.  But 
in  this  era  of  anti-desegregation 
legislation,  Cambridge  has 
adopted  a  new  school  assign¬ 
ment  plan  to  ensure  socioeco¬ 
nomic  diversity  in  public  el¬ 
ementary  schools.  Unlike  Bos¬ 
ton,  which  has  numerous  pub¬ 
lic  high  schools,  Cambridge  has 
only  one;  the  desegregation 
plan  can  be  seen  as  an  attempt 
to  have  all  students  on  rela¬ 
tively  equal  footing  when  they 
enter  the  high  school. 

The  decision  to  diversify 
Cambridge  schools  comes  from 
the  new  idea  that  “high  concen¬ 
trations  of  students  of  poverty 
in  a  school  may  have  a  nega¬ 
tive  impact  on  achievement  of 
students  of  poverty  within  that 


school”  (Cambridge  Public 
Schools’  write-up  on  the  new 
Controlled  Choice  Plan).  Cam¬ 
bridge  intends  to  eliminate 
these  pockets  of  poverty  and 
spread  out  students  of  all  back¬ 
grounds  across  the  system.  A 
child’s  socioeconomic  status 
will  be  determined  by  his  eligi¬ 
bility  for  free  or  reduced  school 
meals. 

According  to  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Public  Schools,  “a  recent 
study  conducted  by  Dr.  Gary 
Orfield  [professor  at  the 
Harvard  School  of  Education] 
has  found  that  students  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  benefit  from  having  the 
opportunity  to  attend  school 
with  students  with  different 
backgrounds.”  Race  and 
ethnicity  will  be  considered  as 
a  secondary  factor  when  assign¬ 
ing  children  to  schools.  Spe¬ 
cial  Education,  gender,  and 
English  Language  Learner  di¬ 
versity  factors  will  not  be  initi¬ 
ated  immediately  but  will  be 
monitored  as  possible  reforms 


for  the  future. 

In  1980,  Cambridge  be¬ 
came  the  first  Massachusetts 
city  to  adopt  a  desegregation 
plan.  Developed  by  Charles 
Willie  and  Michael  Alves,  both 
professors  at  the  Harvard 
School  of  Education,  the  Con- 
trolled  Choice  plan  allows 
families  to  put  down  their  first, 
second  and  third  choices  for 
elementary  schools.  Students 
are  assigned  to  schools  based 
on  four  factors:  parental  choice, 
preference  for  siblings  to  be  in 
the  same  school,  racial  diver¬ 
sity,  and  preference  to  be  within 
one’s  neighborhood  or  “walk 
zone.” 

In  1996  Charles  Willie  used 
data  from  student  achievement 
tests  and  overall  school  results 
in  Cambridge  to  suggest  that 
Cambridge  initiate  a  socioeco¬ 
nomic  factor  into  its  existing 
plan.  He  noticed  that  the  school 
with  the  highest  overall  success 
rate  was  one  of  the  most  diverse 
schools.  In  fact,  it  had  52  per¬ 


cent  Caucasians  and  48  percent 
people  of  color.  He  also  ob¬ 
served  that  the  schools  that  had 
70  percent  of  students  eligible 
for  free  and  reduced  lunch 
ranked  in  the  bottom  third  of 
overall  school  achievement. 
Mr.  Willie  believes  that  racial 
diversity  and  socioeconomic 
diversity,  while  loosely  related, 
are  both  important  in  a  learn¬ 
ing  environment.  “Each  group 
has  learned  how  to  solve  prob¬ 
lems  other  groups  have  not,” 
says  Mr.  Willie.  Balancing  the 
student  body  “teaches  students 
how  to  handle  power,  (because 
when)  groups  are  even  then 
they  have  to  negotiate  with  each 
other.” 

How  does  Cambridge  com¬ 
pare  to  Boston?  Boston,  like 
several  other  cities  across  the 
country,  uses  a  Controlled 
Choice  plan  developed  by  the 
same  Harvard  consultants.  In 
the  late  1980s,  Boston  Public 
Schools  moved  from  a  court- 
ordered  desegregation  plan  to 


a  voluntary  controlled  choice 
plan.  The  BPS  divided  Boston 
into  three  zones,  and  parents 
could  choose  from  any  school 
in  their  zone  or  among  a  few 
city-wide  schools.  School  as¬ 
signment  was  based  on  paren¬ 
tal  choice,  sibling  preference, 
racial  fairness  guidelines,  and 
“walk  zone.”  Recent  lawsuits 
eliminated  the  racial  fairness 
guidelines. 

The  goals  of  the  new  Cam¬ 
bridge  plan  are  admirable. 
They  are  designed  to  give  each 
student  attending  a  Cambridge 
Public  School  equal  opportu¬ 
nity  regardless  of  socioeco¬ 
nomic  status,  race  or  ethnicity, 
gender  or  learning  ability. 
Though  the  plan  will  be  imple¬ 
mented  slowly  and  undoubt¬ 
edly  opposed  by  some,  it  will 
raise  education  opportunity 
awareness  for  all  parents  and 
guardians  and  more  impor¬ 
tantly  give  all  children  a  fair 
chance  to  succeed. 
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How  is  diversity  doing  at  BLS? 


“Rising  Times” 
chronicles  justice 

“Injustice  anywhere  is  a  threat  to 
justice  everywhere.  ” 


By  Bobby  Zheng,  IV 

Contributing  Writer 

Those  were  the  words 
that  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 
wrote  at  the  Birmingham  Jail 
on  April  16,  1963.  Imagine 
what  it  would  be  like  to  meet 
Civil  Rights  Movement  leaders 
and  traverse  5,000  miles  on 
road  through  African  American 
and  civil  rights  history  in 
America’s  Deep  South.  Project 
HIP-HOP  (Highways  into  the 
Past:  History,  Organizing  & 
Power)  takes  Boston-area  high 
school  students  on  the  summer 
trip  of  a  lifetime  to  experience 
the  history  of  racism  and  social 
justice.  Now  dozens  of  former 
Project  HIP-HOP  members,  in¬ 
cluding  several  at  Boston  Latin, 
see  it  as  their  duty  to  help  young 
people  recognize  themselves  as 
representatives  of  social 
change. 

Project  HIP-HOP  has 
given  birth  to  a  radio  program 
with  MIT  radio  called  “Urban 
Echo.”  Each  radio  show  gets 
people  listening  to  an  issue  of 
social  justice  through  music 
and  other  entertaining  and  pro¬ 
vocative  sound  bites.  HIP- 
HOPpers  created  Rising  Times 
as  a  bimonthly  newspaper  to 
share  what  they  have  learned 
with  a  wider  audience.  In  the 
fifteen  issues  that  Rising  Times 
has  published,  articles  have  ad¬ 
dressed  problems  that  the  world 
faces  today,  with  a  focus  on,  but 
not  excluded  to  Massachusetts 
issues.  The  January/February 
2002  issue  contains  an  article 
discussing  the  distribution  of 
condoms  in  schools,  a  dilemma 


that  has  been  eating  at  schools 
nationwide.  Other  subjects  fre¬ 
quently  discussed  in  the  news¬ 
paper  include  budget  cuts  in 
Massachusetts,  MCAS  protest¬ 
ors,  the  death  penalty,  prison 
conditions,  and  other  spotlight 
issues  affecting  lives  of  people 
worldwide.  Rising  Times  nei¬ 
ther  supports  nor  opposes  any 
issue  that  it  discusses.  Rather, 
it  raises  much-needed  aware¬ 
ness  and  provides  enough  infor¬ 
mation  for  readers  to  decide  for 
themselves  how  a  problem  can 
be  solved. 

Project  HIP-HOP  cre¬ 
ated  Rising  Times  to  support  its 
goals  of  encouraging  young 
people  to  oppose  racism  and 
injustice.  It  seeks  to  create  ties 
among  students  of  different  ra¬ 
cial  and  ethnic  groups,  life  ex¬ 
periences,  and  educational 
backgrounds  by  taking  them  on 
a  journey  down  south  to  learn 
lessons  from  the  Civil  Rights 
Movement.  Project  HIP-HOP 
students  have  visited  over  220 
schools  to  influence  youths  in 
believing  that  they  are  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  society.  In  the  process 
the  group  has  also  created  a  so¬ 
cial  justice  curriculum  for  high 
school  students. 

Project  HIP-HOP  and 
Rising  Times  continue  to  strive 
against  racism  and  injustice. 
For  more  information  about 
Rising  Times  and  Project  HIP- 
HOP,  go  to  http://www.aclu- 
mass.org  or  see  Lu  Mei  He 
(117),  Samantha  Johnson  (119) 
or  Nicole  Tabolt  (124).  The 
newspaper  is  always  looking 
for  new  writers. 


By  Zoe  Weinstein,  I  & 
Megan  Fountain,  I 

Contributing  Writer  &  News  Editor 


Ms.  Kelley  takes 
strong  stance  on 
respect  and 
diversity 

Few'  people  know  that 
Ms.  Kelley  set  a  goal  this  year 
to  focus  on  respect.  For  the 
activists  concerned  about  race 
relations  at  Boston  Latin,  it  is 
inspiring  to  hear  that  diversity 
is  a  major  concern  of  our 
headmaster.  “I  talk  about  this 
school  as  a  community,”  says 
Ms.  Kelley,  emphasizing  that 
respect  needs  to  be  the  essen¬ 
tial  bond  that  holds  the  school 
together. 

“The  strength  of  this 
community  is  not  only  in  the 
different  of  approaches  and 
opinions  that  we  bring  to  our 
common  goals,  but  also  in  the 
different  cultures,  religions, 
and  backgrouds  that  we  rep¬ 


resent  here.  These  differences 
allow  us  to  learn  about  one 
another  and  learn  to  respect 
one  another.” 

As  a  public  school, 
Boston  Latin  has  a  commit-, 
ment  to  access  for  all.  True 
to  her  belief  in  the  school  as 
an  “open  gate.”  Ms.  Kelley  is 
looking  to  make  BLS  more 
accessible  to  families  who 
don’t  speak  English.  One  of 
her  initiatives  to  strengthen 
the  multicultural  fabric  of  the 
school’s  leadership  is  the  cur¬ 
rent  search  for  a  Chinese¬ 
speaking  guidance  counselor. 
Resources  for  parents  who 
feel  more  comfortable  speak¬ 
ing  in  their  native  languages 
need  to  be  available,  and  Ms. 
Kelley  believes  that  she  needs 
to  build  on  the  “w  ealth  of  lan¬ 
guages  that  we  have  in  the 
Guidance  Department.” 


Young  Leaders  take 
charge  of  race 
issues 

Young  Leaders  of 
Color  is  one  of  the  socially 
conscious  student  groups  in 
the  school  that  is  at  the  fore¬ 
front  of  addressing  issues  of 
racial  equality.  In  2000, 
YLOC  sponsored  a  three- 
day  conference,  attended  by 
students,  faculty,  parents, 
and  administrators,  on  the 
future  of  BLS  and  maintain¬ 
ing  diversity.  This  year,  se¬ 
nior  members  of  the  club 
held  a  retreat  in  September 
to  brainstorm  a  mission 
statement  and  plans  of  ac¬ 
tion  with  the  grassroots  or¬ 
ganization  Community 
Change.  YLOC  has  lofty 
goals,  including  the  creation 
of  a  school  environment 
that  encourages  racial  and 
socioeconomic  diversity 
and  a  welcoming  commu¬ 
nity  that  empowers  all  stu¬ 
dents.  Yet 
these 
goals  are 
not  unat¬ 
tainable. 
YLOC 
believes 
that  by 
address¬ 
ing  issues 
of  recruit¬ 
ment,  re¬ 
tention 
and  sup¬ 
port  of 
minority 
students, 
Boston  Latin  School  can  be¬ 
come  a  true  example  of  ex¬ 
cellence  and  success. 

There  are  issues  of 
racial  tension  that  need  to 
be  addressed  within  Boston 
Latin,  and  the  dialogue  be¬ 
gun  at  a  forum  last  spring 
needs  to  be  continued.  It  is 
a  perception  in  the  student 
body  that  there  is  a  dispro¬ 
portionately  high  attrition 
rate  among  minority  stu¬ 
dents,  most  notably  in  Afri¬ 
can  American  males.  Sta¬ 
tistical  data  from  the  last  25 
years  indicates  that  a  sig¬ 
nificantly  higher  percentage 
of  African  American  and 
Latino  students  have  been 
leaving  Boston  Latin. 
There  is  also  a  perception 
that  minority  students  have 
received  unequal  disciplin¬ 
ary  procedures.  The  num¬ 


ber  of  African  American 
and  Latino  students  has 
dramatically  decreased  in 
the  years  following  two 
lawsuits  against  Boston 
Latin’s  admissions  policy. 
Several  years  ago,  African 
Americans  and  Latinos 
constituted  35  percent  of 
the  student  body  in  each 
admitted  class.  Now  Afri¬ 
can  Americans  and  Latinos 
make  up  only  about  20  per¬ 
cent  of  each  grade.  As 
these  groups  become  less 
visible,  the  goal  of  YLOC 
is  to  keep  their  issues  from 
being  pushed  further  under 
the  rug.  President  Bush  de¬ 
clared  that  “no  student  will 
be  left  behind,”  and  while 
he  may  not  fulfill  that 
pledge,  YLOC  wants  to  try 
to  do  so.  YLOC  wants  to 
create  more  forums  to  fos¬ 
ter  dialogue  about  race  in 
the  school  and  to  create  tu¬ 
toring  and  support  services 
for  all  students,  especially 
minorities. 

Beyond  quotas: 
recruitment  and 
retention 

The  new  battle  that 
Boston  Latin  faces  in  the 
diversity  arena,  in  addition 
to  keeping  the  students  it 
does  attract,  is  encouraging 
minority  and  public  school 
students  to  take  the  admis¬ 
sions  exam  for  Latin 
School.  The  number  of 
Boston  Public  School  stu¬ 
dents  who  are  uninformed 
about  their  opportunity  to 
take  the  Independent 
Schools  Entrance  Exam  is 
unacceptable.  BLS  seniors 
tutoring  at  elementary 
schools  and  public  libraries 
in  their  neighborhoods 
have  encountered  minority 
students  who  take  the  ISEE 
and  are  accepted  to  BLS, 
but  abstain  from  attending 
because  they  fear  the  aca¬ 
demic  rigor  and  social  iso¬ 
lation. 

This  is  why  Ms. 
Kelley  speaks  highly  of 
Best  We  Can  Be,  a  program 
to  get  more  Boston  Public 
School  students  interested 
and  prepared  to  apply  to 
exam  schools.  “We  need  to 
tell  families,  ‘Come  and 
see  what  we  are  all  about,”’ 
says  Ms.  Kelley.  “We  need 
to  show  them  the  support 


systems  in  place  for  stu¬ 
dents.”  Best  We  Can  Be 
does  not  specifically  recruit 
minority  students.  It  does, 
however,  seek  to  keep  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  a  public  school. 
Since  the  race-based  admis¬ 
sions  policy  was  abandoned, 
the  percentage  of  public 
school  students  admitted  to 
BLS  has  fallen  from  60  per¬ 
cent  to  40  percent. 

Looking  to  the 
future 

YLOC  plans  to  coor¬ 
dinate  efforts  with  the  Guid¬ 
ance  Department  as  well  as 
some  members  of  the  fac¬ 


ulty  in  encouraging  Boston 
Public  School  students  to 
attend  Latin  School.  Mr. 
Skerrit  is  already  working 
on  such  a  program  with 
some  eighth-  grade  stu¬ 
dents. 

Every  Wednesday  in 
331,  the  Young  Leaders  of 
Color  tries  to  make  a  small 
difference.  In  early  March 
they  plan  to  have  a  forum  on 
public  education  and  stu¬ 
dents  being  “left  behind”  at 
BLS,  in  Massachusetts  and 
in  the  United  States'.  They 
are  seeking  more  voices  and 
young  members  to  continue 
their  efforts. 


“The  strength  of  this 

COMMUNITY  IS  NOT  ONLY  IN 
THE  DIFFERENT  APPROACHES 
AND  OPINIONS  THAT  WE  BRING 
TO  OUR  COMMON  GOALS,  BUT 
ALSO  IN  THE  DIFFERENT 
CULTURES,  RELIGIONS,  AND 
BACKGROUNDS .  ” 

—  Ms.  Kelley 
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By  Erin  George,  I  & 
Megan  Fountain,  I 

Copy  Editor  &  News  Editor 

Look  to  the  left  of  you,  and 
look  to  the  right  of  you,  and  tell 
me,  in  a  school  that  prides  itself 
on  housing  the  brightest  young 
minds  in  Boston,  why  there  is  so 
much  discontent  among  the  stu¬ 
dents.  If  you  ask  BLS  students 
what  they  are  unhappy  with  at  the 
school,  you  may  come  across 
vaguely  defined  buzz  phrases  like 
the  “communication  problem,”  or 
“The  Administration.”  The  Argo 
decided  to  dig  deep  with  a  survey 
to  find  out  what  all  the  complain¬ 
ing  was  about.  We  asked  students 
what  they  wanted  to  change  about 
the  school.  After  perusing  the 
stack  of  replies,  the  pile  seemed 
to  melt  into  murky  ink  stains  of 
discontent,  frustration,  and  a  se¬ 
vere  deficit  of  basic  knowledge 
about  the  everyday  events  that  oc¬ 
cur  within  Boston  Latin’s  walls. 
A  wide  range  of  ages,  classes,  and 
individuals  that  the  50  or  so  sur¬ 
veys  covered  expressed  these 
common  emotions. 


Yet  everyone  offered  solu¬ 
tions,  including  a  number  of  calls 
for  monthly  class  assemblies,  even 
at  the  risk  of  taking  away  from  pre¬ 
cious  academic  time.  The  fact  is 
that  students  want  to  be  empow¬ 
ered  but  have  no  idea  where  to  be¬ 
gin.  To  most  of  us,  student  lead¬ 
ership  is  invisible,  and  leadership 
by  adults  is  silent.  No  one  knows 
what  the  student  council  does  or 
what  the  student  government  is 
doing.  Michelle  Metallidis,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Student  Council  and 
vice  president  of  the  senior  class, 
says  student  involvement  is  in  a 
slump  because  students  feel  beaten 
down  by  the  atmosphere  of  the 
school.  “You  come  to  realize  you 
can’t  win  if  the  opposing  side 
doesn’t  give,”  she  says.  She  cites 
lack  of  incentive  as  a  hurdle  block¬ 
ing  the  way  towards  student-mo¬ 
tivated  change.  “No  matter  what 
we  do,  we  never  get  rewarded  for 
anything.  It’s  all  about  ‘proving 
ourselves’  and  yet  haven’t  we  done 
that  just  by  making  it  through  to 
senior  year?  I  would  say  that  it’s 
not  so  much  apathy  [affecting  the 


student  body]  as  it  is  frustration  at 
never  reaping  the  benefits  of  the 
almighty  ‘earned  spot’  at  Latin.” 

Her  words  echo  a  sentiment 
expressed  on  surveys.  We  have 
proven  ourselves  as  number  one 
performers  on  the  MCAS,  we 
have  proven  ourselves  as  a  largely 
respectful  group,  and  we  all  pos¬ 
sess  immense  talents  outside  the 
classrooms  that  have  carried  us 
into  being  some  of  the  most  well- 
rounded  students  around.  It’s  time 
that  we  prove  what  we  can  change, 
it’s  time  to  prove  that  we  won’t  be 
apathetic  towards  the  missing 
community  within  our  school,  and 
it’s  also  time  to  be  recognized  for 
continuing  to  sustain  the  legacy  of 
the  Latin  School  name.  We  want 
respect,  we  want  discussions,  and 
we  want  a  legitimate  say  in  school 
affairs.  We  want  some  memories 
of  making  a  true  difference  in  our 
school. 

Apathy  is  a  word  that  often 
has  been  used  to  describe  this 
year’s  senior  class.  APATHY:  Six 
letters  requiring  little  effort  to  say, 
an  English  construction  lacking 


passion  and  excitement  like  the 
definition  of  the  word  itself,  fall¬ 
ing  flat  from  vocal  cords.  But  apa¬ 
thetic  is  not  quite  the  word  to  de¬ 
scribe  us.  As  Ms.  Kelley  says,  “I 
am  stunned  by  all  of  the  ways  that 
students  get  involved  in  the  cul¬ 
ture  here.”  While  we  may  be 
highly  accomplished  individuals, 
we  lack  a  communal  spirit  and  a 
unified  goal.  We  lack  a  sense  of 
leadership  because  we  have  never 
been  asked  to  take  charge  or  make 
decisions.  If  we  could  put  all  of 
our  heads  together,  we  could  make 
a  big  impact  on  each  other  and  on 
the  community  as  a  whole,  but 
there  is  no  system  to  bring  all  of 
the  students  together. 

The  fact  remains  that  the 
community  that  we  create  at  BLS, 
we  create  on  our  own.  As  the 
students,  we  are  the  ones  who 
make  this  place  what  it  is.  Student 
complaints  range  from  blaming 
the  administration  for  its  lack  of 
guidance  to  faulting  certain 
teachers  who  seem  intent  on 
wreaking  havoc  in  our  lives.  As 
students,  we  need  to  take 


responsibility  for  what  we  want  to 
improve  and  alter.  School  Site 
Council  meetings  are  held  once  a 
month  with  a  group  of 
administrators,  faculty  members, 
parents,  and  anyone  else  who  want 
to  take  part  in  discussing 
proposals.  The  recently  passed 
referendum  that  bestows  honors 
credit  on  all  fourth  year  language 
courses,  a  matter  that  has  a  large 
effect  on  all  of  us,  was  pushed 
through  this  site  council.  No 
students  were  present  to  debate  the 
issue.  Students  are  encouraged  to 
attend  these  meetings,  to  listen  in 
on  what  is  being  discussed,  and  to 
propose  their  own  ideas  to  be 
placed  on  the  agenda.  We  have 
allies  all  over  the  school  who  are 
willing  to  listen.  Mr.  Montague, 
at  a  recent  Student  Council 
meeting,  said  that  he  “would  be 
willing  to  support  any  proposal 
students  create,  so  long  as  it  has 
potential  to  be  approved.”  The 
opportunity  is  open  for  students  to 
revamp  the  systems  that  are  in 
place  for  students  to  take  part  in 
the  leadership  of  the  school. 


The  Student  Quoteboard 


What  are  students 
complaining  about? 


Student  Council 

“Ms.  Kelley  should  spend  20 
minutes  speaking  with  Student 
Council  leaders  every  week  so 
that  she  can  hear  the  students’ 
opinions  and  change  the  school 
for  the  better.” 

— Christhian  Cervantes,  II 

“The  student  council  should 
speak  more  with  the  student 
body.  I  don’t  even  know  who 
most  of  the  council  members 
are,  so  I  don’t  understand 
how  they  can  represent  me 
and  my  ideas.” 

— Alexa  Kuzmich,  III 

“The  student  council  should 
keep  students  informed  about 
upcoming  events.  They  could 
announce  these  over  the  loud¬ 
speaker  or  in  the  bulletin.” 

—Anonymous,  III 

“Talk  with  the  administration 
about  privileges  that  the  stu¬ 
dents  need  and  deserve.  We 
need  to  have  some  livelihood 
in  school.  It  has  become  so 
routine  and  boring.  We  need 
a  change.  Help  us.  Student 
Council!”  — Tim  Galvin,  III 

“Distributing  opinion  cards  to 
students  each  term  may  help  to 
gather  concrete  ideas.  Invite 
students  to  monthly  meetings 
where  they  can  be  active  in  stu¬ 
dent  government  as  well.” 

— Marcus  Hughes,  I 

“Listen  to  the  lower  classes 
for  ideas.  They  may  surprise 
you.”  — Frank  Ashe,  III 

“Discuss  new  classes  [elec¬ 
tives].” — Bryan  Newbold,  III 


Leadership 

“The  administration  should  talk 
to  us  more.  I  feel  as  if  they  only 
pay  attention  to  those  who  get 
awesome  grades  and  participate 
in  a  million  and  one 
extracurriculars.  It  seems  that 
decisions  are  based  on  the  ideas 
of  a  small  group  more  than  a 
diverse  group.” 

— Alexa  Kuzmich,  III 

“The  administration  should  in¬ 
vite  upperclassmen  to  regular 
assemblies  to  address  any  con¬ 
cerns  the  students  might  have. 
A  suggestion  box  outside  the 
main  office  might  be  helpful.” 

— Marcus  Hughes,  I 

“I  know  the  administration 
understands  the  pressures  en¬ 
countered  by  students,  even 
though  such  understanding  is 
not  obvious.” 

— James  Zhen,  il 

“The  administration  is  a  focus¬ 
ing  point  for  all  of  the  unhap¬ 
piness  of  the  students.  They  get 
blamed  for  things  that  are  not 
their  fault.”  — Shaun  Ham,  IV 

“Students  feel  that  some  teach¬ 
ers  and  administrators  aren’t 
human  enough.  Some  are  in¬ 
timidated  by  the  authoritative 
figures  at  BLS.  It  would  bring 
everyone  together  more  if  stu¬ 
dents  and  administrators  got  to 
know  one  another.” 

— Yiting  Jin,  II 

“Administrators  should  be  out 
to  help  students  rather  than  hurt 
them.  Why  is  there  a  Dean  of 
Discipline  but  not  a  Dean  of 
Students?”  — Frank  Ashe,  III 


Is  there  a  sense 
of  community? 

“Yes,  there  is  a  sense  of  com¬ 
munity,  but  we  create  it 
ourselves.” 

— Anonymous,  III 

“This  school  is  obsessed  with 
rules  to  a  point  that  it  is  dehu¬ 
manizing.  I  understand  the 
problems  that  could  arise  if  stu¬ 
dents  were  granted  more  privi¬ 
leges,  but  try  us.  You  might  be 
amazed  at  how  well  we  can 
behave  if  you  trust  us!” 

— Alexa  Kuzmich,  III 

“The  school  fosters  a  common 
bond  of  inmates,  not  commu¬ 
nity.  We  are  not  a  huge  prison. 
We  are  a  school.  The  adminis¬ 
tration  should  stop  thinking  like 
politicians  and  more  like 
people  or  teachers.” 

—Mark  Higgins,  II 

“Treat  people  as  people!” 

— Tim  Galvin,  III 

“Administrators  should  realize 
that  although  we  are  very  am¬ 
bitious  and  smart  Boston  Latin 
students,  we  are  still,  deep 
down,  high  school  students. 
Sometimes,  the  expectations 
may  be  a  little  too  high.  We 
already  have  a  lot  of  pressure 
from  parents,  friends  and  class¬ 
mates,  and  having  more  piled 
up  can  be  too  much.” 

— Joyce  Yip,  I 

“I  know  many  places  where 
students  learn  and  still  have 
fun.  This  needs  to  be  worked 
on!!” 

—Katie  Donahue,  III 


“We  need  less  work  and  more 
thinking.  We  should  have  one 
day  devoted  entirely  to  one  or  two 
subjects.”  —  Mark  Higgins,  II 

“When  Ms.  Kelley  makes 
anouncements  over  the  intercom, 
it  makes  people  nervous  because 
her  tone  of  voice  implies  that 
someone  died  or  a  tragedy 
occurred.”  —  Natalia  Gabor,  I 

“The  lunch  line  is  so  long  that 
there  is  no  time  to  eat  lunch.” 

—  Zi  Xiu  Chen,  V 

“I  would  like  to  change  the  tardy 
policy  because  it  punishes  students 
that  might  be  a  few  minutes  late 
because  of  a  delay  in  the  MBTA.” 

— Anonymous,  III 


“I  wish  the  school  had  wider  stairs, 
because  it’s  a  hassle  to  go  up  or 
down  the  stairs  after  lunch  or 
before  school.” 

■ —  Indira  Prihartono,  V 

“BLS  is  so  crowded.  I  think 
they  should  make  the  hallway 
bigger,  or  maybe  make  another 
set  of  stairs.”  —  Flora  Ng,  V 

“The  Internet  rules  don’t  make 
sense.  Some  Web  sites  are 
restricted  that  really  should  not 
be,  and  the  really  explicit  ones 
are  not  restricted  at  all!” 

—  Natalia  Gabor,  I 

“The  quality,  taste,  and  freshness 
of  the  food  at  lunch  is  a  recurring 
complaint.”  — Yiting  Jin,  II 


Compiled  with  help  from  Meredith  Garry ’  (III),  Hale  McAnulty 
(VI),  Olivia  Pacquette  (V),  and  Farhana  Sharmeen  (II). 

How  to  get  involved 

•  Student  Council  meets  every  Thursday  in  room  120.  A 
representative  from  your  home  room  should  attend  weekly 
meetings  and  report  back  to  you  about  current  issues. 

•  School  Site  Council  is  a  collective  decision-making  body 
comprised  of  administrators,  teachers,  parents,  and  students.  One 
student  is  to  serve  on  the  School  Site  Council  as  a  voting 
representative  of  Student  Council.  The  position  is  currently  held 
by  senior  Andrew  Binns.  However,  anyone  is  welcome  to  attend 
meetings,  and  students  are  especially  encouraged  to  come  and 
discuss  issues  that  inevitably  have  an  impact  on  them.  The  next 
School  Site  Council  meeting  is  Monday,  February  25,  at  6  p.m.  in 
room  1 1 9. 

•  Senior  class  officers  are  mostly  concerned  with  issues  affecting 
the  senior  class.  President  James  Duffy,  Vice-President  Michelle 
Metallidis,  Secretary  Valerie  Lewis,  and  Treasurer  Kate  Jalbert 
meet  with  Class  Committee  representatives  from  each  home  room 
every  Wednesday.  They  post  the  minutes  of  their  meetings  on  the 
bulletin  board  in  the  senior  hallway.  They  also  welcome  you  to 
contact  them  about  issues  that  concern  you  in  a  suggestion  box  on 
the  same  bulletin  board. 
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By  Isaac  Meister,  IV 

Editorial  Board  Asscociate 


One  of  the  most  visible 
changes  to  the  school  during  the 
three-year,  multimillion-dollar 
renovation  of  our  school  is  the 
pride  and  joy  of  the  school’s 
Modern  Languages  Depart¬ 
ment,  the  Cogan  Language  Lab. 
Like  the  Keefe  Library  and 
Media  Center,  it  features  the 
latest  and  greatest  in  computer 
technology,  containing  36  top- 
of-the-line  computers  complete 
with  DVD  drives,  high-speed 
networking,  and  a  state-of-the- 
art  graphics  board  allowing 
streaming  video  and  audio  to  be 
pumped  in  and  out  of  the 
computer  with  lightning  speed. 
It  is,  without  a  doubt,  one  of  the 
most  technically  sophisticated 
places  in  the  entire  school. 

Built  at  a  cost  of 
$220,000,  the  Cogan  Language 
Lab  contains  36  individual 
student  work  stations,  each 
containing  a  computer,  a  17” 
monitor,  keyboard,  and  a  stereo 
headset  containing  a  micro¬ 
phone,  hooked  up  into  a  Sony 
audio  console.  The  main 
software  in  use  in  the  Language 


Language  Lab 


Lab  at  the  moment  is  Sony® 
Soloist™,  a  program  which 
networks  up  all  of  the  36 
individual  workstations  to  the 
teacher  console  on  a  dais  at  the 
front  of  the  room.  From  here, 
the  teacher  has  complete 
control  over  the  computer  while 
Soloist™  is  in  use,  and  at  the 
click  of  a  mouse  and  a  push  of 
a  VCR  button  the  console  can 
feed  streaming  video  into  every 
workstation,  essentially  turning 
the  36  computers  into  miniature 
televisions,  with  each  student 
getting  an  unobstructed  view  of 
the  movie  and  crystal-clear 
sound  through  the  matching 
headsets. 

Although  the  most 
popular  use  of  the  Language 
Lab,  this  is  only  one  of  its  many 
capabilities.  If  a  teacher  wants 
the  students  to  speak  instead  of 
listen.  Soloist™  can  randomly 
pair  up  sets  of  workstations, 
turning  the  headsets  into 
remarkably  high-fidelity  two- 
way  intercoms.  The  students 
can  press  the  “CALL”  button 
at  any  time  to  ask  a  question, 
and  teachers  can  in  turn  record 
conversations  and  listen  in  on 
each  one.  If  a  specific  pairing 
is  needed,  it  is  also  an  option  to 


manually  control  which 
workstations  link  up  with 
which.  If  audio  activities  are 
played  from  the  teacher  console 
and  an  oral  test  is  desired, 
Soloist™  can  record  audio 
from  the  student  headsets  and 
the  questions  being  played  back 
simultaneously.  And  with 
gigabytes  to  spare  on  the 
Language  Lab  server,  storage 
is  not  a  problem. 

As  part  of  our  school’s 
million-dollar  renovation,  the 
Language  Lab  is  one  of  the 


jewels  in  the  new  crown  of 
technology  in  our  school, 
alongside  the  fully-networked 
and  high-powered  computers  in 
the  Keefe  Library  and  the  new 
computer  labs  in  014/016.  It 
can  do  more  than  any  other 
language  lab  in  any  other  high 
school  in  the  nation,  and 
although  it  makes  a  first-class 
DVD  player  and  VCR,  it  can 
be  used  in  ways  never  even 
imaginable  twenty  years  ago. 


What  do  you  do  in 
the  Language  Lab? 


Watch  mgvies 


59% 


Practice  exams 


r  U8% 

Sleep 
I - 18% 

It  doesn't  work 

□  4% 

Listening  exercises 

□  4% 

Surf  language  Web  sites 
■  6% 


I  MAC,  UMAC 


By  Nathaniel  Koven,  I 

Assistant  Graphic  Arts  Editor 


In  my  last  article,  1 
challenged  Apple  to  make  an¬ 
other  product  that  will  revolu¬ 
tionize  computing.  And  Apple 
has  done  it  —  again. 

The  new  G4  iMac  is  a 
revolution  in  home  computing. 
This  marks  the  G4’s  migration 
to  the  ordinary  person’s  desk, 
where  no  G4  has  gone  before. 
Well,  aside  from  the  G4  Cube, 
which  didn't  do  too  well,  the 


new  iMac  takes  the  Cube’s 
place  as  the  consumer-level 
G4. 

The  G4  Cube  was  a 
revolution  itself:  the  first 
supercomputer  on  a  chip. 
While  Intel’s  Itanium  and 
AMD’s  Hammer  battle  over 
which  is  the  better  64-bit  pro¬ 
cessor.  The  Motorola  G4  that 
Apple  uses  already  beaten 
them  both;  the  G4  is  a  128-bit 


processor.  With  each  comput¬ 
ing  cycle,  the  G4  can  process 
128  computations  at  once. 
When  you  add  up  all  the 
cycles  the  G4  does  every  sec¬ 
ond  (i.e.,  the  number  of 
Hertz),  it’s  an  impressive 
number.  In  practice,  the  G4 
has  been  measured  to  execute 
a  mind-boggling  seven  billion 
simple  arithmetic  computa¬ 
tions  per  second,  which  is 
substantially  ahead  of  the 
competition.  According  to  the 
latest  figures,  it  outpaces  a 
1.5GHz  Pentium-4  by  more 
than  50  percent. 

And  with  the  new  G4 
iMac,  all  that  power  comes  in 
a  very  affordable  package. 
The  going  price  for  the  least 
expensive  model  is  $  1 299,  the 
same  price  the  original  iMac 
sold  for  on  release. 

The  G4  iMac  has  a 
completely  new  design,  re¬ 
flecting  current  demand  but 
with  the  distinctive  sleek 
Apple  look;  it  somewhat  re¬ 
sembles  a  desk  lamp.  Its  LCD 
(i.e.  Liquid  Crystal  Display, 
the  same  as  most  digital 
watches,  but  here  in  color) 
doesn’t  break  new  ground,  but 
conserves  desk  space.  The 
iMac’s  “footprint”  is  rela¬ 
tively  small,  much  smaller 
than  that  of  conventional 
monitors.  The  design  is  actu¬ 
ally  very  much  like  the  IBM 
computers  we  have  in  our  li¬ 
brary. 

All  of  the  new  iMacs 
ship  with  Apple’s  revolution¬ 


ary  new  operating  system, 
Mac  OS  X.  The  computing 
community’s  reaction  was 
slow  at  first,  but  now  it  is 
abundantly  clear  that  OS  X 
sets  new  standards  for  the  in¬ 
dustry.  OS  X  was  built  around 
Unix,  which  is  probably  the 
most  stable  operating  system 
ever  made.  Being  grounded  in 
something  so  intrinsically 
solid,  OS  X  has  a  reliability 
that  Windows  cannot  match. 
Protected  memory  ensures  that 
if  a  crash  occurs  (which  seems 
to  be  a  rare  occurrence,  going 
by  the  accounts  of  people  who 
use  OS  X  on  a  regular  basis; 
one  user  I  know  had  one 
single,  solitary  crash  over  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  three  months)  nothing 
is  lost.  In  fact,  the  computer 
doesn’t  even  need  to  be  re¬ 
started. 

Each  model  of  iMac 
comes  with  a  different  remov¬ 
able  media  drive:  DVD,  CD- 
R,  and  SuperDrive.  The 
SuperDrive  is  a  recent  innova¬ 
tion  by  Apple:  it  can  read  and 
write  both  CDs  and  DVDs,  all 
in  one  single  tray.  This  is  con¬ 
venience  and  power  molded 
into  one  very  affordable  pack¬ 
age.  And  did  I  mention  the 
GeForce-2  graphics  card  that 
comes  built-in? 

Of  course,  the  iMac 
comes  with  the  Apple  Pro 
Keyboard  and  Apple  Pro 
Mouse.  The  keyboard  has  a 
nice  volume  control  on  it  and 
a  disk-eject  button,  all  located 
right  above  the  number  pad. 


The  mouse  is  a  very  handy 
optical  mouse:  it  never  needs 
to  be  cleaned  and  alway  tracks 
accurately  on  any  surface. 
Why  didn’t  someone  think  of 
this  before? 

A  comparable  high- 
end  machine  powered  by  a 
Pentium-4  cost  at  least  $2000. 
The  new  G4  iMac  gives  it  to 
you  with  a  built-in  (or  rather, 
built-on)  flatscreen  monitor 
for  $  1 299.  Which  do  you  think 
is  the  better  value? 
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Combo  Drive 
iMac  Specs 

700MHZ  POWERPC  G4 
256K  L2  CACHE  @  700  MHZ 
256MB  SDRAM 
40GB  ULTRA  ATA  DRIVE 
10/100BASE-T  ETHERNET 
56K  INTERNAL  MODEM 
AIRPORT  READY 
APPLE  PRO  SPEAKERS 
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What  does  China  have 
that  Greece  does  not?  Pandas? 
Try  the  Parthenon  on  for  size. 
Imagine  the  thrill  of  participat¬ 
ing  in  the  javelin  event  in  the 
same  place  that  it  was  first  held 
so  many  ages  ago.  Prison  la¬ 
bor?  As  slowly  as  Greece’s 
Olympic  construction  is  pro¬ 
gressing,  outside  observers  can 
be  assured  that  every  worker  is 
being  fairly  compensated  for 
his  or  her  effort.  And  what  does 
Greece  have  that  China 
doesn’t?  How  about  free 
speech,  for  one?  Criticize  any 
aspect  of  Beijing’s  Olympic 
preparations  or  even  the  Min¬ 
ister  of  Culture’s  funky  haircut 
and  you  run  the  risk  of  being 
arrested  by  the  Communist  po¬ 
lice.  And  my  last  and  perhaps 
most  urgent  point:  Greece  has 
all  12  of  its  powerful  (if  slightly 
incestuous)  gods  on  its  side.  No 
other  country  can  even  com¬ 
pete. 

In  closing,  one  last 
question  for  readers  to  consider 
in  the  Athens/Beijing  debate: 
Mouth-watering  baklava,  or 
rice?  Savory  lamb,  or  rice? 
Salty  feta  cheese,  or  rice? 
Tempting  olives,  or  rice?  I  leave 
it  to  you,  dear  readers,  to  de¬ 
cide.  Athens  2004! 

*With  a  little  help  from  the 
Grecophiles  in  the  Sports  De¬ 
partment. 


Alison,  who 
Roslindale  the  Far  East,  has  no 
idea  that  China  is  the  ultimate 
culinary  matriarch,  having 
introduced  spaghetti,  ravioli, 
pizza  and  any  other  dish 
credited  to  Italy.  And  since  her 
motherland  stole  its  entire 
culture  from  the  Romans 
anyway,  Greek  food  is  actually 
Chinese  food  with  grease. 
Furthermore,  the  People’s 
Republic  of  Qi  also  gave  birth 
to  gunpowder  and  clocks  and 
the  very  limited  intellect  of  this 
writer,  just  one  of  1.5  billion 
worldwide  of  Chinese  descent. 

Those  1.5  billion  are 
fervent  about  their  sports,  to  say 
the  least.  After  all,  the  country’s 
athletes  dominate  in  such 
thrilling  events  as  badminton, 
archery  and  wrestling.  Right, 
Chyna?  Give  these  passionate 
people  a  chance  to  host  the 
Olympics  and  they  will  put  on 
an  electrifying  show.  In  fact, 
the  preparation  has  already 
begun.  The  $12  billion 
Greenification  of  Beijing  is 
well  ahead  of  schedule,  and  any 
new  structures  to  be  built  are 
subject  to  the  strictest  of 
environmental  standards. 

Speaking  of  venues, 
Athens  Stadium  will  not  be 
ready  for  test  events  because  of 
a  haggard  workforce.  After  a 
team  of  International  Olympics 
Committee  investigators  found 


the  venues  to  be  “at  great  risk,” 
Greek  spokeswoman  Gianna 
Angelopoulos-Daskalaki 
uttered  these  comforting  words, 
“We  Greeks  do  things  at  the  last 
minute.”  In  the  interest  of 
being  a  good  sport,  the  best 
form  of  flattery  I  can  offer  is 
that  the  still  unbuilt  stadium 
will  be  carved  into  a  plateau. 

Due  to  Greece’s 
miniscule  population,  this  delay 
is  no  surprise.  Maybe  it  should 
borrow  some  diligent  Chinese 
workers.  Like  me.  In  Athens, 
some  games  will  take  place  at 
existing  infrastructure.  For 
example,  beach  volleyball  can 
be  played  in  front  of  a  giant 
puddle  of  white  rocks  also 
known  as  the  lowly  Parthenon, 
decaying  in  its  overrated 
glories  of  a  bygone  era. 

Finding  suitable  sites  is 
only  part  of  a  successful 
sporting  competition.  Security 
is  also  key.  For  a  model  of  how 
safety  should  not  to  be 
achieved,  look  no  further  than 
Greece,  sanctuary  to  the  radical 
leftist  November  1 7  group.  The 
Greek  media  is  always  on 
China’s  case  about  supposed 
human  rights  violations.  Yet 
despite  growing  international 
pressures,  the  hypocritical 
Athenians  stubbornly  refuse  to 
crack  down,  allowing  11/17  to 
kill  22  civilians  in  the  past  year. 
Beijing  presents  no  worries. 
Dare  to  cause  even  the  slightest 
disturbance,  and  you  will  get 
thrown  into  a  cesspool  of  nasty, 
poisonous  snakes.  That’s  as 
effective  as  security  gets. 

Beijing  is  fabled, 
vibrant,  and  well  prepared  to 
welcome  the  world.  I  have  a 
hunch  that  athletes  are  much 
more  excited  about  the 
prospects  of  dim  sum  after  an 
exhausting  day  of  competition 
than  bland  Greek  salad.  Then 
again,  Alison’s  underhanded 
ancestors  must  have  filched  that 
from  the  Forbidden  City  in  the 
first  place,  too. 


Forum 

Question 

Athens  or  Beijing:  Who  w  ill 
host  a  better  Olympics? 


Greece  did  it  first, 
Greece  did  it  best.  That’s 
enough  proof  for  me,  but  I 
know  that  my  colleague  across 
the  column  will  not  stop  there; 
envy  and  jealousy  so  often 
bring  out  the  pettiness  in 
people.  So,  from  a  proudly 
Greek  perspective,  here  is  why 
Athens  will  most  certainly  host 
a  better  Olympics  in  2004  than 
Beijing  will  in  2008:  There  is 
simply  no  way  that  any  coun¬ 
try  could  host  a  better  Olympics 
than  Greece.  Athens  is  the  natu¬ 
ral  choice  and  rightful  home  of 
the  Olympic  games. 

Greece  was  the  site  of 
the  first  modern  Olympics  in 
1 896,  but  its  heritage  of  sports¬ 
manship  and  skill  stretch  back 
thousands  of  years.  A  unique 
combination  of  Athenian  de¬ 
mocracy  and  Spartan  disci¬ 
pline,  the  original  Olympic 
games  were  held  as  a  tribute  to 
the  gods  and  a  showcasing  of 
talent  during  times  of  peace. 
Emphasizing  brotherhood  and 
skill,  the  Games  were  the  per¬ 
fect  way  for  the  nation-states  of 
ancient  Hellas  to  unite  their 
youth  and  ensure  future  agree¬ 
ment.  A  return  to  the  peaceful 
and  harmonious  ideals  of  the 
past  is  just  what  the  people  of 
today’s  deeply  troubled  and 
fragile  world  need.  In  the  spirit 
of  ancient  tradition  coupled 
with  modern  advancement, 
Greece  is  also  the  ideal  location 
to  introduce  a  new  event  to  the 
Summer  Games;  for  the  first 
time,  women’s  wrestling  will 
be  part  of  the  competition. 

For  the  athletes  and 
visitors  alike  traveling  to 
Greece  for  the  2004  Olympics, 
the  experience  of  Athens  itself 
will  be  like  no  other.  Delicious 
food,  lively  music,  unparalleled 
(nude)  beaches,  a  dose  of  his¬ 
tory,  and  the  welcoming  Greeks 
themselves,  will  all  come  to¬ 
gether  to  create  an  unforget¬ 
table  XXVIII  Games.  (Did  I 
mention  the  nude  beaches?) 


Editor 


“Greece,  of  course,  because  they 
originated  it.” 

— Gina  Papagiorgakis,  IV 


“From  the  visit  I  had  to  China  last 
summer,  I  saw  a  lot  of  the 
preparations.  My  aunt’s  house  is 
at  one  of  the  sites  where  they’re 
pulling  down  houses;  so  she  had 
to  be  moved  to  the  outskirts.  The 
atmosphere  wasn't  exactly  ideal 
for  athletes.  While  I  like  China  a 
lot  and  really  like  the  fact  that  [the 
Olympics]  are  in  Beijing,  I  don’t 
think  it  would  be  the  best  place.” 

— Yucong  Ma,  V 


“Greece!  Greece  2004!” 

Kostas  Petridis,  VI 


“I  want  Greece  actually,  it’s  kind 
of  nice.  They  had  the  original 
Olympics  there;  I  supppose  it  will 
be  better.  Let’s  have  them  there 
again.” — Jonathan  Smalls,  I 


“China,  because  it’s  larger.” 

-Paul  Yu,  II 


“I  think  China  will  because  it’s 
more  diverse — there’s  more 
people.  It’s  a  better  center  for 
technology  today.” 

— Andrea  Caputo,  III 
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Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


-  Forum  - 

Swift  for 

State  House  circus 


By  Marcus  Hughes,  I 

ContributiWg  Writer 

As  November  ap¬ 
proaches,  local  politicians  are 
bracing  for  what  will  be  a  no- 
holds-barred  fight  for  the 
Commonwealth’s  highest  post. 
Why  anyone  would  want  the 
24-hour,  pressure-overdosed 
job  that  does  not  supply  a 
governor’s  mansion,  pays  only 
$20,000  more  than  Boston’s 
mayor,  and  exposes  one  to  pul¬ 
verization  by  the  editorial  pens 
of  local  press  is  beyond  my 
comprehension.  There  are, 
however,  a  myriad  of  candi¬ 
dates  that  have  announced  their 
candidacy  officially,  unoffi¬ 
cially,  officially  in  private,  un¬ 
officially  in  private,  etc.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  this  race  is  certain  to 
be  more  interesting  than  the 
lackluster  mayoral  “competi¬ 
tion”  last  fall  that  saw  Tom 
Menino  trounce  the  woeful 
Peggy  Davis-Mullen  and  retain 
his  crown  for  a  third  term. 

It  is  only  fitting  to  first 
examine  the  accomplishments 
of  the  current  occupant  of  the 
corner  office,  which  are  barely 
worth  discussing.  Governor 
Swift  will  have  to  maneuver 
major  political  spins  to  deal 


with  the  Massport  debacle  and 
its  patronage  infestation,  the 
Turnpike  Authority  debacle,  her 
husband  Charles  Hunt’s  mul¬ 
tiple  marriages,  and  contro¬ 
versy  over  her  use  of  staffers  as 
baby  sitters  before  she  can  le¬ 
gitimately  plan  a  serious  run 
against  her  ambitious  liberal 
opposition.  Oh,  and  before  all 
the  campaigning  begins  she 
must  find  some  way  to  work  out 
the  “minor”  policy  disagree¬ 
ment  over  the  legalization  of 
gay  marriages  with  her  running 
mate,  who  happens  to  be  gay 
himself. 

The  other  candidates 
are  actually  in  much  better 
shape  than  our  acting  governor. 
Few  in  these  early  stages  have 
taken  political  steps  forward  or 
backward.  Harvard/Oxford 
educated  Senate  President  Tho¬ 
mas  Birmingham  is  sitting  atop 
a  campaign  war  chest  totaling 
over  $2.4  million.  He  is  the 
front-runner,  with  Shannon 
O’Brien  trailing  with  about  a 
million  less.  O’Brien,  however, 
the  ever-popular  State  Trea¬ 
surer,  has  an  early  lead  in  the 
polls  of  9  percent  over  Birming¬ 
ham.  State  Secretary  William 
Galvin  has  landed  in  third 
place,  behind  Birmingham  by 


no  more  than  5  percent.  Fa¬ 
vored  by  many  pundits  to  take 
a  surprising  lead  in  the  near  fu¬ 
ture,  he  is  exceptionally  bright, 
described  by  Thomas  Finneran 
as  “the  brightest  man  on  Bea¬ 
con  Hill.”  Granted,  Galvin  will 
not  win  anyone  over  w  ith  per¬ 
sonality,  a  department  in  which 
he  is  painfully  lacking,  but  his 
appearance  will  immediately 
attract  those  voters  looking  to 
restore  some  sense  of  order  un¬ 
der  the  golden  dome  after  the 
turbulent  Cellucci/Swift  admin¬ 
istration. 

Robert  Reich,  the  far 
left  former  Clinton  Secretary  of 
Labor,  has  surprised  and  ex¬ 
cited  those  voters  expecting 
another  humdrum  political 
bloodbath.  The  race  will  be 
much  more  intriguing  to  watch 
simply  because  the  views  of  an 
outsider  will  be  included,  not 
those  of  another  State  House 
clone  obsessed  with  elevating 
his  political  ego.  The  only  prob¬ 
lem  I  see  with  electing  a  man 
under  five  feet  tall  as  governor 
is  the  State  House  mailroom 
being  flooded  by  requests  from 
constituents  begging  to  have  an 
autographed  photo  of  Reich  and 
Mini-me  standing  side-by-side. 

E 

By  Jonathan  Smith,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


As  news  of  the  stock- 
market  piracy  has  become 
widely  known  over  the  past  few 
weeks,  the  Enron  scandal  has 
become  more  serious.  For 
those  of  you  who  don’t  know, 
Enron  was  the  nation’s  seventh 
largest  company  in  revenue, 
making  most  of  its  money  from 
the  resale  of  energy  purchased 
from  generators.  Last  year  in 
January,  Enron  boasted  stocks 
at  eighty  dollars  a  share.  Now, 
their  stock  is  worth  less  than 
one  dollar,  and  the  20,000 
former  Enron  employees  who 
had  their  entire  retirement  in 
company  stocks  are  not  only 
out  of  a  job,  but  in  some  cases, 
thousands  of  dollars  in  lost  in¬ 
vestments. 

There  are  also  possible 
ties  to  the  Bush  administration. 
Kenneth  Lay,  the  CEO  of 
Enron,  was  President  Bush's 
foremost  campaign  contributor 
during  the  last  election  cycle. 
Ignoring  the  possible  wrongs  of 
yet  another  scandalous  presi¬ 
dency,  let’s  focus  on  what  the 
top  officials  at  Enron  did  to 
their  employees. 

During  the  first  quarter 
of 200 1 ,  Enron’s  stock  w  as  sell¬ 
ing  at  $81.39  per  share.  The 


Tlhe  Enron  Effect 


Chatting  with  Alumnus 
Deno  Damaskos,  ‘80 

Forum  Co-Editor  Alison  Damaskos  interviewed  Constantine 
"Deno"  Damaskos,  "HO.  a  former  energy ’  consultant  with 
Enron,  at  the  company  's  Houston  headquarters. 

Alison:  To  w  hat  extent  did  company  employees  know  what 
was  going  on? 

Deno:  Outside  of  the  vice-presidents,  the  average  employee 
knew  nothing.  We  were  told  by  the  CEO  and  President  that 
all  was  fine.  They  flat-out  lied  to  our  faces. 

A:  What  do  you  think  of  the  possible  government  knowl¬ 
edge? 

D:  1  don’t  think  the  government  knew  until  it  was  too  late. 
Enron,  with  the  help  of  [Arthur]  Andersen,  hid  the  prob¬ 
lems.  It  was  only  after  things  started  coming  apart  that  the 
gov  eminent  got  involved. 

A:  Scandalous... 

D:  1  know.  Andersen  destroyed  thousands  of  documents. 


Too, 


15  percent: 

uch  to  ask? 


By  Isaac  Meister,  IV 

Editorial  Board  Associate 


Every  four  years  in 
Massachusetts,  the  guberna¬ 
torial  race  begins  again.  In  the 
end,  the  electorate  flips  the 
proverbial  coin  and  one  can¬ 
didate  wins  by  a  decent,  if  not 
substantial  margin.  What 
makes  this  year’s  race  so  dif¬ 
ferent?  As  yet,  no  Democrat 
has  shown  him  or  herself  the 
clear  leader.  And  what  does 
that  mean?  We  have  to  worry 
about  the  controversial  “15 
percent  rule.” 

The  15  percent  rule 
states  that  in  order  for  a  can¬ 
didate  to  appear  on  the  ballot 
in  the  Democratic  primary,  he 
or  she  must  get  15  percent  of 
the  vote  at  the  state  Demo¬ 
cratic  convention.  The  policy 
has  been  attacked  as  “anti¬ 
democratic”  and  exclusionary 
of  unseasoned  politicians.  Is 
it  fair  to  deny  people  the  right 
to  appear  on  the  ballot  solely 
on  the  basis  that  less  than  1 5 
percent  of  state  convention 
delegates  voted  for  them? 

Yes.  If  someone  can’t 


muster  enough  support  to  get  a 
measly  15  percent  of  the  party 
delegates  to  nominate  them,  do 
they  really  have  a  chance?  We 
should  refrain  from  cluttering 
the  field  more  than  it  already 
is. 

This  statute  does  in¬ 
deed  keep  out  newcomer  poli¬ 
ticians  in  the  race  for  governor. 
Is  that  necessarily  a  bad  thing? 
Part  of  leadership  is  the  ability 
to  stand  firm  and  fight  for  the 
people’s  rights.  How  can  one 
stand  firm  if  one  does  not  have 
the  political  knowledge  to  stand 
tall  in  the  midst  of  the  Beacon 
Hill  quagmire?  Let  aspiring 
politicians  learn  how  to  walk 
before  they  learn  how  to  run. 

With  all  of  the  de¬ 
mands  placed  upon  the  office 
of  governor  in  this  state  and  at 
this  time  in  history,  we  need 
skilled  leadership  with  a  strong 
base.  We  need  leaders!  For  such 
an  important  office,  people  run¬ 
ning  (and  those  voting)  need  to 
ask  themselves:  Is  15  percent 
too  much  to  ask? 


Correction :  The  lady  justice  graphic  in  Issue  II  (p.  1 0) 
was  wrongly  attributed  to  Nate  Koven.  The  actual  artist 
was  Jonathan  Smalls,  II.  We  apologize  for  the  mix-up. 


n-Wrong 


rest  of  the  year  rapidly  became 
a  downward  spiral  of  losses, 
amounting  to  $618  million  in 
the  third  quarter  alone.  Evident 
in  all  these  losses  is  not  only 
deception,  but  also  fraud  and 
theft. 

It  turns  out  that  the  ex¬ 
ecutives  senior  executives 
made  a  killing  on  the  market  in 
Enron  stock,  somewhere  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $1.1  billion, 
before  the  falling  and  failing  of 
the  company.  The  story  gets 
even  better.  The  senior  officials 
told  employees  that,  although 
the  company  had  hit  a  small 
bump  (economically  speaking), 
things  would  be  better  soon. 
They  then  released  a  prediction 
for  later  in  the  year,  which  was 
purposely  off  by  $600  million. 
This  was  not  only  an  exaggera¬ 
tion  of  the  true  failure  of  Enron, 
but  an  outright  lie.  After  this 
deception,  the  executive  offic¬ 
ers  locked  the  stocks  of  the  em¬ 
ployees’  401(k)  retirement 
funds,  not  allow  ing  them  to  pull 
their  money  out  of  the  stock 
market.  On  December  2, 200 1 , 
Enron  filed  for  Chapter  1 1 
bankruptcy  (protection  from 
debt  until  the  company  collects 
itself),  the  largest  company  to 
do  so  in  United  States  history. 

At  that  moment  on  De¬ 
cember  2,  the  stocks  plum¬ 


meted;  every  employee  lost 
money  from  their  retirement 
funds.  Some  lost  everything: 
their  retirement,  their  homes, 
their  cars.  The  “smart”  Enron 
officials  who  pulled  out  earlier, 
however,  made  millions. 

Their  actions  were  be¬ 
yond  despicable.  Those  execu¬ 
tives  probably  already  had 
plenty  of  money,  yet  they  de¬ 
cided  that  they  had  to  manipu¬ 
late  the  market  to  exploit  their 
workers,  make  money,  and  as  a 
result,  caused  their  employees 
to  lose  every  dollar  on  which 
they  would  retire. 

Now,  they  will  prob¬ 
ably  get  the  best  lawyers  their 
stolen  money  can  buy  to  extri¬ 
cate  them  from  this  sticky  situ¬ 
ation.  With  the  amount  of  evi¬ 
dence  against  the  executives, 
however,  they  will  not  get  away 
with  it  and  will  get  everything 
they  deserve  for  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  their  hard-working  em¬ 
ployees. 

Some  would  argue  that 
they  did  nothing  wrong.  And 
maybe  they  are  right.  After  all, 
if  all  they  did  was  make  over  a 
billion  dollars  on  falsely  in¬ 
flated  stocks  at  the  expense  of 
their  workers’  retirement  and 
economic  security,  then  who  is 
to  say  that  they  are  wrong? 


Pane  9 


February  2002 


The  Forum  Department  of  the  Argo 
conducted  a  poll  in  early  January  2002 
of  140  Boston  Latin  School  students 
randomly  selected  at  second  lunch.  All 
140  students  were  asked  the  same  three 
questions.  Of  the  140  students  surveyed, 
half  had  been  tardy  to  school  at  least  once 
this  year.  The  average  tardiness  of  the 
group  was  1 .65  times,  but  the  actual  data 
ranged  from  0  to  16  times.  34  seniors, 
12  juniors,  22  sophmores,  40  freshmen, 
21  fivesies,  and  1 1  sixies  were  polled. 


Have  you  been  late  to  school 
this  year? 

□  Yes  ■  No 


Do  you  think  that  the  tardy 
policy  is  a  fair  one? 

■  Yes  □  No 

13% 

87% 


Do  you  think  that  it  is  an 
effective  one? 

□  Yes  ■  No 


OPINION 


Out  of  place 

A  call  to  revitalize  the  language  curriculum 


By  Julie  Ng,  II 

Technology  Editor 


As  I  sit  in  a  Spanish  4 
Honors  class  of  five  people,  I 
feel  as  though  1  do  not  belong 
there.  Sure,  I  have  the  grades, 
but  do  1  have  the  knowledge? 
At  first,  1  complained  that  the 
teacher  expected  too  much. 

But  was  she  overestimating 
us?  This  is,  after  all,  a 
Spanish  4  Honors  course. 
From  my  observations  this 
year,  I  have  come  to  realize 
that  the  problem  is  not  that 
the  teacher  expects  too 
much  of  us.  I  believe  that  I 
have  not  learned  what  I 
should  have  learned  in 
earlier  years.  I  make  errors 
so  fundamental  that  they 
should  have  been  corrected 
early  in  my  education.  But 
they  were  not.  And  today, 
it  is  more  difficult  than  ever  to 
correct  mistakes  that  have  been 
embedded  into  the  brain. 

Since  second  year 
Spanish,  I  felt  that  I  have  just 
been  floating  through  the 
classes,  being  systematically 
passed  from  level  to  level.  1 
learned  the  basics  of  Spanish 
first  year.  1  learned  the  basic 
tenses,  some  vocabulary  and 
other  things.  However  1  do  not 
remember  much  of  second  year. 
1  also  remember  not 
understanding  the  books  we 
were  reading.  I  remember  not 
understanding  why  we  were 


reading  books  in  the  first  place. 
I  remember  taking  tests.  I 
especially  remember  applying 
for  honors  to  get  away  from  it 
all.  Third  year  honors  Spanish 
I  do  recall.  I  recall  trying  to 


learn  many  things,  most  of 
which  just  stuck  in  my  mind  for 
the  test  and  then  dissipated  into 
the  air.  I  have  not  retained  that 
knowledge  permanently  in  my 
mind  for  future  usage. 

As  years  have  passed, 
Spanish  has  become  less  and 
less  important  to  me.  I  have  felt 
no  connection  to  it.  It  has  been 
either  repetitive  or  totally 
perplexing.  It  has  become  a 
course  I  wish  simply  to  be  over 
with.  I  try  to  learn,  I  honestly 
do.  but  only  for  the  grade.  I 
wish  that  Spanish  would  have 
some  meaning  for  me.  I  wish 


that  it  had  become  a  part  of  me, 
a  part,  which  I  would  use  now 
and  then.  Unfortunately,  I  do 
not  try  to  learn  the  language; 
rather,  I  just  try  to  get  the  grade 
and  leave. 

As  I  sit  in  a  classroom 
of  five  in  an  honors 
course,  the  fact  that  all  of 
us  come  from  different 
Spanish  educations  dawns 
on  me.  Each  one  of  us  has 
a  problem  in  a  different 
area.  We  learned  different 
things  at  different  times 
with  different  teachers. 
Frankly,  there  seems  to  me 
to  be  no  standard  that  we 
have  all  been  required  to 
meet.  Different  teachers 
have  taught  different 
things  at  different  times, 
resulting  in  students  with 
different  strengths,  weaknesses, 
skills,  and  standards.  I  wish  I 
knew  some  of  the  things  my 
classmates  know  well.  I  wish  I 
understood  better  some  of  the 
things  my  classmates 
understand  well.  I  wish  I  had 
retained  all  the  grammar, 
vocabulary,  and  experience  I 
have  been  taught.  But  I  do  not 
know  or  understand  or  retain.  I 
can  only  hope  to  graduate  in 
two  years,  having  survived  my 
language  course.  Perhaps  in  the 
future,  when  another  Ng  attends 
this  school,  it  will  not  be  so. 


“There  seems  to  me  to  be 
no  standard  that  we  have 
all  been  required  to  meet. 
Different  teachers  have 
taught  different  things  at 
different  times,  resulting 

in  students  with  different 

• 

strengths,  weaknesses, 
skills,  and  standards.” 


Forum 

Tardy 


By  Alexandra  Zaltman,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


It  is  7:34  a.m.  and  you 
are  passing  Starbucks  on  your 
way  to  school  on  a  cool,  crisp 
fall  day.  The  air  is  biting,  so  you 
decide  to  seek  refuge  in  the 
coffee  emporium  and  order 
your  morning  fuel:  a  grande 
skim  latte,  hold  the  foam.  The 
lady  in  front  of  you  can't  decide 
between  a  blueberry  and 
cranberry  muffin  and  you 
glance  impatiently  at  your 
watch,  which  now  reads  7:37. 
Finally,  you  get  to  the  register 
and  order.  Wait,  you  don’t  have 
enough  change,  so  you 
inconspicuously  sneak  three 
pennies  and  four  dimes  out  of 
the  tip  jar  and  pass  them  over 
to  the  cashier,  who  eyes  you 
angrily.  You  hope  she  doesn’t 
spit  in  your  latte.  By  the  time 
you  leave  the  store,  it’s  7:41 
a.m.  and  you  know  you  have 
to  book  it  because  there  are 
only  four  minutes  left  until  no 
excuse  you  have  matters  and 
you  are  forced  into  signing  a 
slip  that  ensures  your 
attendance  promptly  at  7:00 
a.m.  the  next  morning.  You  are 
running  now,  dodging  the  on¬ 
coming  cars  and  buses,  spilling 
the  scalding  coffee,  and  as  if  it 
could  get  no  worse,  you  slip  on 
a  wet  leaf  and  tumble  to  the 
ground.  You  pick  yourself  up, 
and  dash  to  the  welcoming 
open  doors  of  our  newly 
renovated  institution,  only  to 
hear  ding.  That’s  it.  You  are 
sentenced  to  7:00  a.m.  morning 
detention.  The  worst  of  the 
worst. 

This  new  tardy  policy 
has,  as  we  all  know,  cons,  but 
it  also  has  some  pros.  Mr. 
Bunker,  an  assistant  registrar, 
reports  that  student  tardiness 
has  declined.  “Not  as  many 
kids  are  coming  in  at  10:00,” 
he  says.  “Now  students  know 
they  can’t  get  away  with  it.” 
The  administration  agrees  that 
it  wants  to  continue  the  policy 
for  the  remainder  of  the  school 
year. 

As  the  ones  subjected 
to  this  policy,  many  BLS 
students  have  a  different 
opinion.  “Now  when  I  know 
I’m  going  to  be  late,  I  think 
about  how  it  might  just  be 
better  to  not  go  to  school  at  all. 
At  least  I  can  go  home  and  get 
some  work  done  instead  of 
going  to  school,  getting  more 
work,  and  then  being  sleep- 
deprived  the  next  day  from 
having  to  wake  up  so  early.  The 
new  policy  has  made  me  cut 
more  days  than  be  late,”  reports 
one  student. 

“1  hate  the  policy,” 
adds  another  student.  “It  is  just 


one  more  way  that  this  place 
resembles  a  prison.  Can  we 
have  a  little  freedom  please?  1 
mean,  really.” 

The  issue  is  not  only 
that  7:00  a.m.  detention  is  a 
teenager's  nightmare,  but  also 
because  the  most  common 
legitimate  excuses  are  not 
accepted.  Unexpected  illness 
and  an  unreliable  bus  system 
are  two  excuses  that  will  not 
even  be  accepted  with  a 
parental  note.  Ten  minutes  late 
to  school?  Not  only  do  you  get 
detention,  but  the  ten  minutes 
are  added  to  all  your  other  tardy 
minutes.  When  they  add  up  to 
195  minutes,  you  get  a  bonus 
of  one  day’s  unexcused 
absence. 

Excessive  tardiness 
should  be  prohibited  and 
punished.  Mr.  Fulton,  the  Dean 
of  Discipline,  states  that  the 
policy  is  to  assure  that  “students 
get  to  school  on  time  so  that 
classes  can  start  on  time  and  not 
be  disrupted  by  tardy  students.” 
He  also  comments  that,  “No 
college  or  employer  in  the 
world  will  let  happen  [the 
excessive  tardiness]  that  has 
happened  for  too  long  here.”  He 
also  wants  to  stress  the  point 
that  a  teacher  is  a  “helper”  and 
not  a  “punisher.” 

It  is  true  that  there  is  no 
need  for  someone  to  be  tardy 
30  times  in  one  year.  There  are 
actually  students  this  term  who 
have  accumulated  up  to  450 


“It  is  just  one  more 
way  that  this  place 
resembles  a  prison. 
Can  we  have  a  little 
freedom  please?  I 
mean,  really.” 


minutes  already.  Once  or  twice 
a  term,  however,  should  be 
acceptable.  We  are  all  human; 
there  are  some  circumstances 
that  we  do  not  have  control  over 
and  that  cannot  be  prevented. 
The  resulting  tardies  should  be 
excused  without  question.  BLS 
students  are  not  granted  open 
campus;  we  have  actual  “study 
halls”  as  opposed  to  “frees;”  we 
are  allowed  20-minute  lunches, 
and  virtually  no  senior 
privileges.  Why  not  be  lenient 
about  accepting  minimal 
tardiness?  Obsessively  strict 
rules  may  establish  a 
diminishing  tardy  rate,  but  they 
also  contribute  to  students’ 
dislike  of  the  administration, 
take  away  from  the  enjoyment 
of  going  to  school,  and  even 
add  to  cutting.  We  are  supposed 
to  like  high  school.  Why  not 
just  let  us? 


PUTTING  EDll 

TO  THE  TE 


Painting  the  big  picture 

BLS  arts  a  work  in  progress 


By  Kate  Jalbert,  I  & 
Katarina  Yee,  I 

Staff  Writer  &  A&E  Editor 


Many  students  at  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School  have  com¬ 
plaints  about  the  curriculum. 
They  may  disagree  with  the 
Latin  requirement,  the  strict 
classical  education,  or  the  lack 
of  course  options,  but  one  aspect 
of  the  BLS  curriculum  that  has 
endured  much  debate,  anger, 
and  apathy  is  the  involvement  of 
the  arts.  The  Boston  Latin 
School  curriculum  certainly  is 
not  known  for  its  fine  and  in 
depth  arts  and  music  programs. 
However,  with  the  completion  of 
the  new  wing,  the  arts  have 
gradually  been  expanding  and 
settling  into  its  brand-new  loca¬ 
tion. 

Currently  at  Boston 
Latin,  art  and  music  are  only  a 
requirement  in  grades  seven  and 
eight.  There  is  a  fine  arts  re¬ 
quirement  in  Class  VI,  in  which 


students  learn  the  basics  of 
drawing  and  painting.  Seventh 
graders  must  also  take  a  mu¬ 
sic  appreciation  class,  where 
they  learn  about  different 
styles  of  music,  music  history, 
and  may  receive  some  instru¬ 
mental  instruction.  Class  V 
students  continue  studying  vi¬ 
sual  arts,  progressing  from 
drawing  to  three-dimensional 
aspects  of  art  such  as  sculpt¬ 
ing  and  architecture.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  those  involved  in  the 
Connections  program  take 
performing  arts  classes. 

For  the  rest  of  the 
school,  there  are  no  arts  re¬ 
quirements,  but  there  are  some 
electives  offered.  Still,  most 
of  the  electives  remain  music- 
oriented.  Younger  students 
may  choose  to  join  the  Class 
VI,  V,  or  IV  Choruses,  and 
older  students  may  join  the 
Concert  Choir  that  meets  dur¬ 
ing  school.  Homogeneous 
group  lessons  are  also  offered 
for  all  instruments,  and  for 


seventh  graders,  homogeneous 
string  lessons.  For  students  who 
already  play  instruments,  op¬ 
tions  available  include  tech/set 
design  can  be  available  for  in¬ 
terested  students.  In  his  dreams, 
he  says,  he  would  also  like  to  see 
a  dance  instructor  at  BLS. 

The  arts  program  is  cer¬ 
tainly  in  the  midst  of  develop¬ 
ment.  There  is  still  a  lot  of  work 
to  be  done  and  obstacles  to  over¬ 
come,  such  as  how  to  balance 
the  state  requirements  with  the 
addition  of  new  arts  electives, 
budget  cuts,  and  the  MCAS. 
However,  art  is  a  serious  subject 
to  many  who  deem  it  necessary 
in  education.  “Arts  are  impor¬ 
tant  because  they  allow  us  to  be 
more  human,  to  be  able  to  cre¬ 
ate  and  express  ourselves,”  Mr. 
Pitts  states.  “Arts  help  us  to  ex¬ 
plain  life  and  what  is  in  our  ob¬ 
jective.  They  provide  a  deeper 
understanding  of  man  and  hu¬ 
manity.” 

(continued  on  pg.  13) 


Are  you  satisfied  with  the  amount  of  arts  in  your  curriculum? 


The  Arts  &  Entertainment  department  of  The  Argo  conducted  a  poll  in  January  of  2002  regarding  the 
role  of  arts  in  the  curriculum.  400  students  from  Classes  I  through  VI  participated  The  results  are  shown  here 
and  on  page  10. 


Letter  to  the  Editor 


Re:  “What  if  you  boycotted? 
Consequences  for  protesters  un¬ 
clear?”  Ms.  Kelley  was  quoted 
saying  “There  are  avenues 
through  which  students  can  make 
a  difference  at  the  state-wide  level 
such  as  lobbying  the  School  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  School  Superinten¬ 
dent,  the  State  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  the  State  Legislature,  or  the 
Governor”? 

Boston  Latin  students  have 
been  lobbying  at  the  state-wide 
level  with  Boston’s  chapter  of  the 
Student  Coalition  for  Alternatives 
to  MCAS  (SCAM).  We  formu¬ 


late  plans  of  action  to  achieve 
our  goals:  ending  the  MCAS  as 
a  graduation  requirement  and 
developing  alternative  systems 
of  assessment. 

Right  now  SCAM  is  orga¬ 
nizing  a  statewide  event  that  will 
take  place  in  April  to  raise 
awareness  about  the  most  press¬ 
ing  problems  of  the  test.  For 
more  information  about  the 
MCAS,  support  for  boycotting, 
or  to  reach  SCAM,  contact 
Trude  Raizen  in  3 17. 

TRUDE  RAIZEN,  IV 


DEAR  READERS:  The  Argo  welcomes  letters  responding  to  or 
tides  and  issues  from  its  readers.  Please  make  sure  each  lettei 
includes  your  name,  homeroom,  and  class.  Though  letters  can  up 
pear  anonymously,  they  must  be  submitted  accompanied  by  the 
author's  name  and  contact  information.  Letters  sent  by  e-mail  wil, 
reach  us  much  more  quickly.  The  Argo  e-mail  address  it 
argo@blsargo.org.  Letters  can  also  be  dropped  off  in  the  Argo  bas¬ 
ket  in  the  main  office.  We  hope  to  hear  your  opinions. 


CATION  REF 
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Foreign  language  honors 
change 

“The  School  Site  Council  achieved  consensus  to  adopt  the  pro¬ 
posal  to  change  the  Honors  System  in  Modem  Foreign  Lan¬ 
guages,  adding  the  designation  of  Honors  to  Level  4  and  above 
only.”  — From  the  notes  of  SSC  Secretary  Maggie  Greaves. 

In  the  future,  all  students  in  fourth-  and  fifth-year  lan¬ 
guage  classes  will  receive  Honors  credit  on  their  transcripts. 
Third-year  Honors  courses  in  French  and  Spanish  will  no  longer 
exist.  Advanced  Placement  classes  will  still  be  available  in 
French,  Spanish,  and  German. 

For  our  readers  to  consider: 

•  AP  Students  of  French  and  Spanish  will  no  longer  have  a 
more  intensive  third  level  language  class  to  serve  as  a  jumping- 

i'  off  point  for  their  AP  classes. 

•  Students  motivated  to  take  an  Honors  class  for  the  challenge 
and  more  concentrated  experience  of  working  with  similarly 
enthusiastic  people  will  no  longer  have  the  option  of  doing  so. 

•  Students  of  Italian,  Chinese,  and  German  will  now  be  able  to 
get  Honors  credit  that  was  previously  unavailable  without  a  score 
of  600  or  better  on  an  SAT  II  exam. 

—  Alison  Damaskos,  1  Forum  Editor 


Transcript  Wars 


Bv  Meg  an  Fountain,  I 

News  Editor 


He’s  the  coordinator 
for  just  about  every  program 
that  supports  students  at 
BLS,  from  summer  orienta¬ 
tion  and  tutoring  to  SAT 
prep,  financial  aid  work¬ 
shops,  and  college  fairs.  As 
if  that  is  not  enough  to  ful¬ 
fill  his  job  description  as  Di¬ 
rector  of  Guidance  and  Sup¬ 
port  Services,  he  has  yet  to 
miss  a  performance  or 
multicultural  event  starring 
one  of  his  students,  and  he 
seems  to  be  in  the  senior 
hallway  every  morning  to  ex¬ 
tend  a  warm  handshake  and 
hello.  But  first  and  foremost, 
Mr.  Montague  is  the  guy  who 
is  going  to  get  you  into  col¬ 
lege.  That’s  why  Ms.  Kelley 
brought  him  here  last  year, 
with  his  expertise  from  a  ca¬ 
reer  at  the  College  Board,  to 
revamp  Boston  Latin’s  col¬ 
lege  counseling  services. 
And  that’s  why  Mr. 
Montague  is  worried  about 
transcripts. 

“When  I  arrived  at 
BLS,  the  school  was  report¬ 
ing  PSAT  scores  on  the  high 
school  transcript,”  says  Mr. 
Montague.  “That  was  wrong, 
and  we  changed  it.”  The  high 
school  transcript,  he  ex¬ 
plains,  is  a  document  to 
present  a  student’s  academic 
achievements  to  a  college  or 
potential  employer.  “The 
PSATs  were  not  intended  to 
be  a  college  entrance  exam, 
and  therefore  it  was  not  in 
the  best  interest  our  students 
or  our  school  to  report  them.” 
Likewise,  the  AP  exams  were 
not  designed  for  college  ad¬ 
missions,  but  rather  for  ad¬ 
vanced  placement  in  college 
courses  after  a  student  has 
been  admitted  to  college. 
Mr.  Montague  has  not  yet 
won  the  battle  to  remove  AP 
scores  from  the  transcript, 
but  he  is  not  giving  up  the 
fight. 

In  his  next  battle,  Mr. 
Montague  may  be  up  against 
the  Massachusetts  Depart¬ 


ment  of  Education.  The  DOE 
is  pushing  a  change  in  state 
law  that  will  require  all 
schools  to  report  MCAS 
scores  on  student  transcripts. 
Current  Massachusetts  law 
requires  only  “the  minimum 
data  necessary  to  reflect  the 
student’s  progress  and  is  lim¬ 
ited  to  the  student’s  course 
titles,  grades,  course  credit, 
grade  level  completed  and 
the  year  completed.”  Pres¬ 
ently,  neither  the  MCAS,  the 
SATs,  nor  any  other  stan¬ 
dardized  test  is  a  mandatory 
part  of  the  transcript;  rather 
such  tests  may  be  included  in 
the  temporary  record,  which 
must  be  destroyed  five  years 
after  a  student  leaves  the 
school  system.  “This  is  defi¬ 
nitely  a  push  by  MCAS  pro¬ 
ponents  to  put  more  weight 
on  their  test,”  says  Mr. 
Montague.  “The  MCAS  just 
does  not  belong  on  the  tran¬ 
script.” 

Why  is  the  Guidance 
Department  so  concerned 
about  what  goes  on  the  tran¬ 
script?  College  admissions  is 
a  cutthroat  business.  Most 
BLS  students  compete 
against  thousands  of  quali¬ 
fied  applicants  for  just  one 
spot  at  a  college,  and  a  small 
blip  in  a  good  record  can  tip 
an  application  into  the  rejec¬ 
tion  pile.  Put  simply  by  Mr. 
Montague,  “An  MCAS  score 
could  send  up  a  red  flag  that 
does  not  need  to  be  there.” 

Mr.  Montague  be¬ 
lieves  that  grades  are  the  best 
indicators  of  student 
achievement,  because  grades 
come  from  teachers  who 
have  cultivated  relationships 
with  students  and  watched 
their  growth  over  the  course 
of  an  entire  year.  A  standard¬ 
ized  test  reflects  only  one 
day  in  a  student’s  academic 
career,  but  it  can  devalue  a 
teacher’s  thoughtful  assess¬ 
ment  if  they  are  juxtaposed 
on  a  transcript.  Mr. 
Montague  has  considered  re¬ 
moving  all  standardized  test 
scores  from  the  transcript. 
He  hesitates,  however,  be¬ 
cause  reporting  SAT  1  and  II 


scores  on  the  transcript  eases 
delays  if  a  student  forgets  to 
release  his  scores  from  the 
ETS. 

BLS  made  the  deci¬ 
sion  to  remove  class  rank 
from  the  transcript  this  year 
because  the  GPA  better  rep¬ 
resents  students.  “We  have 
always  had  a  certain  amount 
of  autonomy  here  at  BLS  to 
choose  what  goes  on  the 
transcript,”  Mr.  Montague 
says,  meaning  that  the 
school  has  had  the  autonomy 
to  present  BLS  in  its  best 
light.  The  goal  of  the  tran¬ 
script,  and  indeed  of  a  high 
school,  has  never  been  to 
hurt  a  student’s  chances  of 
going  to  college. 

The  MCAS  is  al¬ 
ready  crippling  the  futures 
of  thousands  of  high  school 
students  by  denying  them 
high  school  diplomas.  Will 
the  MCAS  now  ruin  their 
chances  for  attending  col¬ 
lege?  UMass  has  set  up  a 
system  to  allot  scholarships 
on  the  basis  of  high  MCAS 
scores  instead  of  financial 
need,  but  UMass  is  the  only 
college  education  affordable 
for  many  Boston  students. 
Will  community  colleges, 
which  often  help  new  immi¬ 
grants,  lower-income  stu¬ 
dents,  and  students  with  less 
competitive  high  school 
records  make  it  to  four  year 
colleges,  be  the  next  to  fall 
down  this  slippery  slope? 
This  proposal  is  a  wake  up 
call  to  the  reality  of  stan¬ 
dardized  testing;  designed  to 
reform  education  and  equal¬ 
ize  the  playing  field,  stan¬ 
dardized  tests  are  now  strati¬ 
fying  students  and  denying 
them  higher  education  and 
job  opportunities. 

Right  now,  the  jury  is 
out  on  whether  the  Common¬ 
wealth  will  require  MCAS 
scores  on  a  transcript.  The 
DOE  E  is  accepting  written 
comments  from  the  public 
on  this  proposal  until  March 
29.  E-mail  Kathleen 
LeBlanc  at 

legal@doe.mass.edu. 


Page  12 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 
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Cabaret  Night 

“ divine  decadence” 


THE  FUTON  POLICE  GIVES  THE  AUDIENCE  A  TASTE  OF  TALENT. 


By  Lily  Mooney,  III 

Staff  Writkr 


You  have  your  Improv 
Troupe  and  your  Peer  Players, 
your  Gospel  Choir  and  your 
Wolftones.  You  have  your  Jazz 
Band  and  your  Football  Band, 
and  you’ve  got  numerous  other 
groups  that  to  some  extent  sat¬ 
isfy  the  hunger  for  creative 
outlets  and  experiences  in 
BLS’s  artistic  community. 
With  all  the  thriving  sub-com¬ 
munities  at  our  school,  the  Arts 
Department  is  currently  func¬ 
tioning  like  a  well-oiled  ma¬ 
chine. 

Well,  maybe  a  ma¬ 
chine  that  is  missing  a  gear  or 
two.  After  taking  a  long  look 
at  a  list  of  our  artistic  organi¬ 
zations  and  groups  at  the 
school,  one  question  might 
arise:  where  the  heck  are  all  of 
our  dancers? 

At  least  that’s  the  way 
it  seemed  to  sophomores 
Marielle  Anas  and  Megan 
Conway,  and  that’s  what 
prompted  their  formation  of 
the  Urban  Dance  Project,  a 
new  group  begun  this  year. 


Both  had  danced  outside  of 
school  and  weren’t  satisfied 
with  the  opportunities  in  dance 
at  BLS  (or  rather,  the  lack 
thereof).  Since  their  dance  fo¬ 
cus  was  in  hip-hop,  they  con¬ 
ceived  a  group  that  would  ini¬ 
tially  teach  and  ultimately  re¬ 
fine  various  hip-hop  dance 
styles,  and  give  the  dancers 
(and  those  aspiring  to  dance) 
at  Latin  a  fair  chance  to  learn 
and  perform.  The  Urban 
Dance  Project  surfaced  for  the 
first  time  at  this  year’s  extra¬ 
curricular  fair,  and  received  a 
huge  response.  They  currently 
have  approximately  30  regular 
members,  and  this  group  is 
open  to  everyone.  There  are 
no  cuts  or  auditions;  everyone 
who  joins  has  an  equal  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  participate. 

What  exactly  does  the 
Urban  Dance  Project  do? 
Right  now,  there  is  a  lot  in  the 
works  and  some  things  on  the 
horizon.  Both  Marielle  and 
Megan,  as  well  as  some  of 
their  members,  take  dance 
(mainly  hip-hop)  classes  out¬ 
side  of  school,  and  the  tech¬ 
niques  are  being  taught  to  their 


members.  A  friend  of  the 
sophomores,  Ricardo  Foster, 
has  occasionally  come  as  a 
guest  teacher.  But  with  all  this 
experience  and  the  various  in¬ 
fluences,  the  group’s  routines 
are  still  all-original — no 
cheesy  music  video  rip-offs 
here.  Though  the  style  is  based 
in  hip-hop,  they  are  expanding 
to  other  areas,  such  as  urban 
tap  and  some  modern  dance. 
“The  hip-hop  genre  is  really 
open,”  says  Marielle,  and  it 
provides  the  group  a  lot  of 
room  to  learn  and  experiment 
with  many  techniques. 

You  will  be  able  to  see 
the  group’s  talent  at  its  best  at 
the  Urban  Dance  Project’s  end- 
of-year  show,  which  is  pro¬ 
jected  for  late  May/early  June. 
Or  if  you  just  HAVE  to  see 
them,  sneak  into  the  audito¬ 
rium  Wednesday  or  Thursday 
to  catch  a  practice. 

The  Urban  Dance 
Project  is  a  great  opportunity 
for  aspiring  dancers  and  aspir¬ 
ing  audience  members  alike — 
it  is  not  to  be  missed.  We’re 
sure  to  see  great  things  from 
them  in  the  future. 


By  Katie  Macdonald,  III 

Staff  Writer 


On  Jan.  18,  the  BLS 
Drama  Club  presented  its  very 
first  Cabaret  Night.  “Cabaret 
Night  is  a  fundraising  event  for 
the  theater  programs  at  BLS  that 
gives  students  the  opportunity  to 
perform  in  front  of  an  audience,” 
says  John  Baker  (‘00),  who  co¬ 
produced  the  event  with  Kelly 
Taylor  (II).  NafkoteTamirat  (III) 
was  the  stage  manager.  When  I 
asked  Kelly  where  the  idea  for 
Cabaret  Night  came  from,  she 
said  that  it  was  mentioned  at  the 
first  Drama  Club  meeting,  and 
she  was  referred  to  John  after  ex¬ 
pressing  interest  to  Ms.  Teasdale, 
the  Drama  Club’s  adviser.  This 
past  October  and  November, 
Kelly  and  John  began  meeting  to 
get  ideas  together  for  the  produc¬ 
tion.  Both  Kelly  and  John  said 
they  were  looking  forward  to 
having  future  Cabaret  Nights. 

Overall  Cabaret  Night 
was  a  very  good  performance, 
described  as  “an  evening  of  di¬ 
vine  decadence,”  by  Michelle 
Whitaker  (I).  I  spoke  with  Head 
Master  Kelley,  who  was  very 
pleased  to  see  the  talents  of  stu¬ 
dents  beyond  the  academic  field. 

The  evening  opened 
with  a  fitting  performance  of  the 
title  song  from  Kander  and  Ebb's 
musical  “Cabaret,”  sung  by 


Michelle  Whitaker.  Hana  Yoo 
(II)  read  a  very  funny,  ‘politically 
correct’  version  of  “Little  Red 
Riding  Hood.”  Kim  Dembro  (I), 
Joseph  Stephen  (I),  Dennison 
Blackett  (II),  Ben  Drabkin  (III), 
and  Rob  Winikates  (III),  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  BLS  Big  Band,  put 
on  an  outstanding  performance 
of  “Cruisin’  for  a  Bluesin’.”  An¬ 
other  highlight  of  the  evening 
was  a  performance  of  “Time 
Warp”  from  “The  Rocky  Horror 
Picture  Show,”  featuring  won¬ 
derful  performances  by  Shanna 
Masdea  (I),  who  played  Riff- 
Raff,  and  Ariana  Barr  (III),  who 
played  Magenta.  Corrine 
Duggan  (II)  sang  a  beautiful  “I 
Dreamed  a  Dream”  from  “Les 
Miserables”  and  “Don’t  Rain  on 
My  Parade”  from  “Funny  Girl.” 
Michelle  Slade  (II),  Emma  Bayer 
(II),  and  Roger  Poulin  (II)  per¬ 
formed  a  comical  scene  from 
“Friends”  entitled  “Monica 
Bang.”  The  Sub-Group,  hilari¬ 
ous  as  always,  performed  some 
improv  games  for  the  audience. 
The  night  ended  with  two  per¬ 
formances  by  the  Post  Groove 
Echo,  the  BLS  funk  band. 

Cabaret  Night  was  a 
wonderful  event.  Kudos  to  all 
those  who  participated.  If  you 
missed  out  on  this  Cabaret  Night, 
join  in  next  time;  it  will  be  well 
worth  it! 


IN  SYNCH:  THE  URBAN  DANCE  PROJECT  REHEARSES  FOR  A  SPRING  SHOW. 


A  multi-purpose  box 

Proposed  ideas 


to  better  the  Black  Box  Theater 


By  Michelle  Whitaker,  I  &  Robert  Timmerman,  II 

Staff  Writer  &  Assistant  Photography  Editor 


When  “the  play’s  the 
thing,”  the  players  need  a 
place  to  play  upon.  Stages 
come  in  many  shapes  and 
sizes.  Often  times,  the  nature 
of  a  theatrical  piece  dictates 
the  ideal  staging  for  the  per¬ 
formance.  For  example, 
Latin's  recent  Cabaret  Night 
would  not  have  had  the  same 
audience-performer  connec¬ 
tion  had  it  been  played  out  in 
our  auditorium.  The  "Multi- 
Purpose  Room”  in  the  new  art 
wing  at  BLS  is  commonly 
used  in  the  same  way  a  black 
box  theater  is  used,  for  allow¬ 
ing  versatile  seating  and  per¬ 
formance  space  arrangements. 


And  yet  it  is  not  technically  a 
black  box  theater. 

True  to  its  name,  the 
Multi-Purpose  Room  is  a  re¬ 
hearsal  hall/performance 
space/drama  classroom,  and 
also  a  function  location.  Be¬ 
cause  this  space  is  not  just  a 
theater,  it  makes  fiscal  sense 
not  to  paint  the  walls  com¬ 
pletely  black,  fill  in  the  win¬ 
dows,  or  take  other  dramatic 
steps  towards  molding  it  into 
a  conventional  black  box. 

Right  now,  the  adapt¬ 
ability  of  the  layout,  the  prox¬ 
imity  of  designated  storage 
space,  and  its  location  be¬ 
tween  two  available  "ante 


chambers”  (the  choral  and 
band  halls)  make  this  room 
extremely  convenient  for 
show  biz.  However,  a  few  ad¬ 
justments  could  make  the 
Multi-Purpose  Room  into  a 
more  efficient  and  profes¬ 
sional  performance  space 
without  disrupting  its  avail¬ 
ability  for  non-theatrical  use. 
Without  a  lighting  board  the 
stage  lights  have  two  effects: 
on  or  off.  This  makes  it  diffi¬ 
cult  to  produce  any  special 
lighting  during  dramatic 
plays,  which  removes  a  sense 
of  atmosphere  in  any  produc¬ 
tion.  Getting  a  lighting  board 
would  augment  the  quality  of 
our  work  and  provide  equip¬ 
ment  necessary  for  those  pur¬ 
suing  a  career  in  “tech.” 


The  electrical  outlets 
in  the  floor  present  a  safety 
hazard.  They  are  large  enough 
for  people  to  trip  over  and,  be¬ 
cause  the  plates  are  falling  off, 
they  may  become  an  electri¬ 
cal  hazard  soon.  Also,  the 
floor  is  made  of  white  tiles.  In 
a  theater,  the  goal  of  the  tech¬ 
nicians  is  to  control  light  and 
therefore  control  atmosphere. 
When  light  beams  hit  a  white 
floor  they  bounce  up,  w  hereas 
if  they  hit  a  black  floor  there 
is  much  less  “light  spill.”  It’s 
similar  to  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  putting  a  television  in  a 
darkened  room  and  putting  a 
television  in  a  room  with  the 
lights  on.  The  most  inexpen¬ 
sive  remedy  would  be  to  lay  a 
second  floor  over  the  first. 


This  could  be  done  easily  with 
black  rubber  mats,  such  as 
those  in  MDC  hockey  rinks. 
Another  concern  is  a  lack  of 
maintenance.  For  example, 
only  1 2  out  of  the  20  lamps  for 
our  fixtures  are  in  working 
condition. 

We  don’t  need  to  paint 
the  whole  Multi  Purpose 
Room  black  for  it  to  be  an  ef¬ 
fective  black  box  theater  (al¬ 
though  it  wouldn’t  hurt  the  at¬ 
mosphere).  In  fact,  anyone 
who  is  afflicted  in  any  way 
with  the  Art  wing  shpuld  be 
immensely  grateful  that  the 
facilities  exist.  We  just  need  a 
few  minor  adjustments  to  the 
many  creations  that  occur 
there.  After  all,  “the  play’s  the 
thing,”  right? 


February  2002 


Page  13 


-  A&E 

Fitting  in  film:  Is  it  feasible? 


By  Adam  Finelli,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


There  is  no  period  in 
time  that  historians  can  mark  as 
the  birth  date  of  communication. 
It  is  difficult  to  define  this  idea, 
but  it  is  probably  even  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  pinpoint  when  it  was  first 
utilized  and  how.  However,  there 
is  one  form  of  communication 
and  artistic  expression  that  is  easy 
to  “follow  the  career  of,”  one  that 
has  made  its  largest  mark  in  the 
past  100  years:  cinema.  Along 
with  the  related  mass  media  of 
television,  film  has  made  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  make  a  strong  impact  on 
the  way  we  view  ourselves  and 
the  world  around  us.  Because  of 
its  ability  to  help  us  express  our 
ideas  and  to  understand  the  hu¬ 
man  experience,  Boston  Latin 
should  add  a  cinema  studies  elec¬ 
tive  to  its  curriculum. 

In  Mr.  Aversa’s  Humani¬ 
ties  class,  Christopher  Nolan’s 
“Memento”  was  recently  used  to 


demonstrate  a  unit  on  time.  Later, 
“Run  Lola  Run”  will  be  shown 
to  illustrate  themes  of  fate  and  hu¬ 
man  interaction.  A  few'  rooms 
down,  in  her  Facing  history  class, 
Ms.  Freeman  shows  clips  from  a 
plethora  of  films  for  a  w  ide  vari¬ 
ety  of  reasons.  A  view  of  life  in 
pre-WWII  Weimar  Republic,  ex¬ 
amples  of  Nazi  propaganda  and  a 
viewing  of  “Schindler’s  List”  and 
parts  of“Saving  Private  Ryan”  are 
all  examples  of  the  ways  in  which 
the  VCR  and  DVD  are  put  to  full 
use  during  class  time. 

In  addition  to  using  film 
to  explore  history  and  philosophy, 
this  prospective  class  would  ex¬ 
amine  film  theory  and  technique. 
The  interdisciplinary  potential  is 
endless.  Part  of  the  year  could  be 
spent  in  comparing  works  of  lit¬ 
erature  to  their  equivalent  adap¬ 
tations.  Beyond  our  own  lan¬ 
guage,  film  is  an  incredibly  acces¬ 
sible  way  to  become  immersed  in 
foreign  languages,  though  this 
comes  second  to  traveling  to  the 


country  itself.  Literature  comes 
first,  helping  a  foreign  student  to 
understand  standard  English,  but 
what  about  the  idiosyncrasies  of 
“American”?  Hearing  David 
Mammet  dialogue  or  even  just  lis¬ 
tening  to  the  characters  in  “Fargo” 
would  help  a  student  in  France  or 
Asia  become  accustomed  to  the 
behavior  of  different  dialects. 

There  is  no  reason  why 
BLS  should  not  have  a  film  stud¬ 
ies  class.  Although  it’s  unrealis¬ 
tic  that  each  student  would  have 
the  time  and  money  to  turn  out  a 
20-minute  1 6mm  short  by  the  end 
of  the  year,  the  final  product  could 
take  form  in  the  creation  of  a  story 
board,  script,  photography  port¬ 
folio,  or  analytical  paper.  Edward 
Norton’s  description  of  Tyler 
Durden  in  “Fight  Club”  parallels 
the  cinematic  situation  we  have 
at  Boston  Latin  very  well:  “It  was 
on  the  tip  of  everybody’s  tongue; 
Tyler  just  helped  us  put  it  into 
words.” 


What  arts  are  in  your  current  curriculum? 

Classes  I  &  II  Classes  III  &  IV 


What  electives  do  you  want  to  see  added 
to  the  BLS  curriculum? 


*  Students  in  Class  VI  are  required  to  take  a  general  music  class  and  a  visual  arts  class.  Regular  Class  V  students 
must  take  visual  arts,  and  may  choose  to  participate  in  the  Class  V  Band  or  the  Class  V  Chorus.  Students  in  the 
Connections  program  must  take  a  visual  arts  class  and  a  theater  arts  class,  unless  they  participate  in  band  or 
chorus;  in  this  case,  they  mav  choose  to  take  either  visual  arts  or  theater  arts. 


(continued  from  pg.  10) 

Class  V  Band,  the  Class  IV 
Band,  the  Junior  Band,  the  Se¬ 
nior  Band,  the  String  En¬ 
semble,  the  Advanced  String 
Ensemble,  and  the  Symphony 
Orchestra.  Advanced  Place¬ 
ment  Music  Theory  is  also 
available  as  a  senior  year  elec¬ 
tive.  The  only  visual  arts  elec¬ 
tive  that  has  been  offered  at 
Boston  Latin  School  is  Ad¬ 
vanced  Placement  Studio  Art, 
a  two-year  commitment  of¬ 
fered  to  juniors  and  seniors  that 
is  intensive  and  highly  selec¬ 
tive.  This  year  photography 
classes  were  added  for  students 
who  are  willing  to  give  up  their 
studies  for  class  and  spend 
time  after  school  to  develop 
their  pictures  in  the  newly- 
equipped  dark  room. 

Although  the  curricu¬ 
lum  seems  to  lack  variety  in  its 
arts  offerings,  the  extracurricu¬ 
lar  activities  are  numerous  and 
diverse.  There  are  multiple 
drama  groups  such  as  the  Peer 
Players  and  the  Yellow  Subma¬ 
rine  Improv  Troupe,  and  cho¬ 


ral  groups  such  as  Show  Choir 
and  Gospel  Choir,  which  re¬ 
quire  after-school  commit¬ 
ments  for  students  willing  to 
participate. 

Despite  the  many  art 
and  music  extracurricular  ac¬ 
tivities,  the  role  of  arts  in  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School’s  curriculum 
is  not  as  fully  developed  as 
most  students,  parents  and 
teachers  would  like  it  to  be. 
There  are  two  main  factors  as 
to  why  the  arts  and  music  cur¬ 
riculum  is  difficult  to  develop 
and  surpass  the  set  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Boston  Public 
Schools.  One  is  the  fact  that 
there  are,  and  have  been,  many 
budget  cuts.  In  many  instances, 
school  systems  lose  funding  for 
arts  and  music  programs  be¬ 
cause  there  is  the  narrow¬ 
minded  perception  that  they  are 
“fluff”  courses.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  Mr.  Pitts,  Program  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Visual  and  Perfor¬ 
mance  Arts  at  BLS,  comments, 
“It’s  about  a  skill  developed 
over  time.  A  strong  work  ethic 
is  critical.”  The  second  reason 
hindering  the  development  of 


arts  in  the  curriculum  is  the 
implementation  of  the  MCAS. 
The  exam  focuses  on  core  cur¬ 
riculum  areas  only,  and  thus 
calls  out  to  school  systems  to 
spend  more  money  on  devel¬ 
oping  the  “vital”  curriculum 
areas  that  are  affected  by  the 
test. 

Regardless  of  budget 
cuts  and  the  MCAS,  it  seems 
that  there  are  some  new  arts 
and  music  courses  on  the  ho¬ 
rizon,  especially  since  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  brand-new 
arts  facility.  “There  is  a  man¬ 
date  on  the  part  of  school  sys¬ 
tem  to  look  at  the  delivery  of 
visual  and  performing  arts 
classes,  and  how  to  best  inte¬ 
grate  that  with  the  current  re¬ 
quired  courses  and  curricu¬ 
lum,”  Ms.  Kelley  remarks. 
This  means  that  the  school  will 
be  focusing  in  on  the  arts  pro¬ 
gram  at  Boston  Latin  School 
within  the  next  few  years.  The 
school  is  currently  considering 
a  program  called  “The  Ad¬ 
vanced  Learning  Project,” 
which  would  be  an  optional 
extended  school  day.  It  would 
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provide  extra  course  options, 
focusing  directly  on  the  field  of 
art  and  music,  and  call  for  the 
school  to  reach  out  to  the  rich 
art  community  to  hire  artists 
and  musicians-in-residence  to 
come  to  the  school  to  teach  spe¬ 
cific  courses  relating  to  their 
area  of  focus.  The  first  step  of 
this  was  the  addition  of  the  pho¬ 
tography  course.  According  to 
Ms.  Kelley,  “It  is  in  the  ‘talk¬ 
ing  stages,”’  which  connotes 
the  interest  in  the  development 
of  the  fine  arts  at  Boston  Latin. 
Mr.  Pitts  has  been  contemplat¬ 
ing  his  plans  for  the  future  of 
arts  at  Boston  Latin.  In  the  area 
of  music,  he  hopes  he  will  be 
able  to  hire  one  more  staff 
member,  create  a  non-Ad- 
vanced  Placement  Music 
Theory  I  class,  and  add  more 
electives  that  include  electronic 
music,  music  composition, 
classical  piano  classes  and  gui¬ 
tar  lessons.  He  would  also  like 
to  add  another  visual  arts 
teacher  who  will  specialize  in 
three-dimensional  art.  A  se¬ 
quential  curriculum  in  sculpt¬ 
ing  and  ceramics,  and  electives 


in  computer  graphics,  digital 
photography  and  drawing  are 
also  in  his  vision.  As  for  the 
drama  program,  Mr.  Pitts 
wants  to  see  another  full-time 
drama  teacher  at  BLS,  so  that 
electives  like  playwriting,  act¬ 
ing,  and  theater  tech/set  design 
can  be  available  for  interested 
students.  In  his  dreams,  he 
says,  he  would  also  like  to  see 
a  dance  instructor  at  BLS. 

The  arts  program  is 
certainly  in  the  midst  of  devel¬ 
opment.  There  is  still  a  lot  of 
work  to  be  done  and  obstacles 
to  overcome,  such  as  how  to 
balance  the  state  requirements 
with  the  addition  of  new  arts 
electives,  budget  cuts,  and  the 
MCAS.  However,  art  is  a  se¬ 
rious  subject  to  many  who 
deem  it  necessary  in  educa¬ 
tion.  “Arts  are  important  be¬ 
cause  they  allow  us  to  be  more 
human,  to  be  able  to  create  and 
express  ourselves,”  Mr.  Pitts 
states.  “Arts  help  us  to  explain 
life  and  what  is  in  our  objec¬ 
tive.  They  provide  a  deeper 
understanding  of  man  and  hu¬ 
manity.” 


BY  LONGJIE  DAI,  II 
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Heidi  Lo 


By  Kanli  Zhu,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


She  paints!  She  dances!  She  plays  a  mean  “Fur  Elise”! 
And  who  is  this  paragon  of  artistic  flair?  Why,  she’s  none  other 
than  that  tiny  yet  capable  Heidi  Lo.  When  1  met  Heidi  during 
our  orientation  week  as  B-sies,  my  first  impression  of  her  was  a 
shy,  quiet  and  proper  little  girl.  In  the  four  years  since  our  first 
meeting,  Heidi  has  proven  herself  not  only  a  great  friend  with 
whom  I  just  can’t  fight,  but  also  one  of  the  best  and  brightest  at 
BLS.  (Drum  roll  please.  ...)  Allow  me  to  introduce  you  to  this 
native  of  Boston  and  professed  lover  of  cookies — Heidi  Lo. 

Heidi  excels  in  Chinese  brush  painting,  an  art  she  has 
studied  since  she  was  13  years  old;  you  have  probably  seen 
samples  of  her  delicate  paintings  in  past  issues  of  The  Register. 
A  student  of  the  Boston  Chinese  Art  Institute,  she  has  partici¬ 
pated  in  annual  art  exhibitions  in  Boston,  Quincy  and  Canada, 
as  well  as  in  exhibitions  at  the  Children’s  Museum  in  Boston. 
As  an  art  student,  Heidi  has  been  featured  in  many  Boston-based 
newspapers,  such  as  The  Sampan,  and  Message  Monthly.  Heidi 
is  also  a  member  of  the  World  Art  and  Cultural  Exchange  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  has  participated  in  art  exhibitions  with  this  world¬ 
wide  association  in  countries  such  as  Japan  and  Canada. 

As  an  artist,  Heidi  plans  to  build  her  skills  in  acrylics 
and  oils,  as  well  as  experiment  with  sculpting.  In  her  Art  AP 
class,  she  is  working  on  her  concentration,  which  is  transforma¬ 
tions:  images  of  objects  after  both  man  and  nature  have  changed 
them.  Not  only  is  Heidi  an  artistic  contributor  to  The  Register; 
she  is  also  one  of  two  design  and  layout  editors  for  both  The 
Register  and  the  Argo.  Pursuing  her  interest  in  computer  design, 
Heidi  studied  at  the  Pratt  Institute  in  Brooklyn,  New  York  this 
summer  as  a  graphic  design  major,  building  her  portfolio  and 
studying  art  history. 

Heidi  is  also  a  musician  who  has  studied  classical  piano 
for  1 1  years  old  and  was  awarded  a  fifth-grade  music  theory 
certificate  by  the  Associated  Board  of  the  Royal  Schools  of  Music 
in  1997.  A  dancer  for  the  past  12  years,  she  has  studied  ballet, 
jazz  and  tap,  performing  in  her  dance  studio’s  annual  recitals. 

Giving  back  to  her  school  and  community,  Heidi  is  an 
active  member  of  Asian  Students  in  Action  (A.S.I.A.);  she  is 
the  Stage  Design  Coordinator  for  A. S. I.  A.  Night  2002,  a  senior 
advisor,  the  former  Activities  Coordinator,  and  the  Art  Editor  for 
the  A.S.I.A.  Night  2001  booklet.  And  if  you  have  seen  the 
A.S.I.A.  dragon  logo,  well,  Heidi  designed  that  too. 

In  the  spirit  of  community  service,  Heidi  has  been  a  tu¬ 
tor  with  both  Saturday  Success  School  and  the  Oak  Street  Youth 
Center  Tutor  Involvement  Program  in  Chinatown.  She  has  also 
managed  to  find  the  time  in  her  busy  schedule  to  be  an  art  teacher 
with  the  Educational  Studies  Program  at  MIT.  Where  else  does 
Heidi  spend  her  time  after  school?  Perhaps  with  BLS’s 
learntoquestion.com  Web  design  team,  or  with  the  Model  United 
Nations  team,  with  which  she  has  represented  countries  such  as 
Cuba  and  China  at  simulations. 

Beyond  the  list  of  extracurriculars,  Heidi  is  a  friend  who 
quietly  listens  to  rants  and  raves,  and  judges  no  one  the  worse 
for  it  because  yes,  she  does  it  too.  She  loyally  stands  beside  a 
person  in  a  bad  mood  and  gently  steers  her  friend  to  a  happier 
and  better  frame  of  mind.  A  strange  girl  with  an  odd  sense  of 
humor,  Heidi  enjoys  watching  “Rugrats”  and  “Invader  Zim”.  A 
pal  who  is  appreciative  of  a  good  meal,  that  minute  frame  can 
consume  large  amounts  of  food. 

Although  Heidi  does  not  knows  what’s  in  her  future, 
she  is  confident  of  one  thing  “if  you  work  hard,  everything  will 
fall  into  place.” 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


“T. V. ”  preview 


By  Emilia  Zambrano,  III 

Staff  Writer 


The  television  set  has 
become  a  great  influence  on 
society.  With  a  click  of  a  but¬ 
ton,  you  can  get  news,  sports, 
arts,  entertainment,  and  various 
images  to  fill  your  head. 
What’s  on  TV  is  a  reflection  of 
what’s  going  on  in  life,  right? 
Then  what  happens  when  life 
reflects  what’s  on  TV? 

This  is  the  theme  in 
BLS  Center  Stage  Productions’ 
current  play,  “T.  V,”  co-directed 
by  Adam  Finelli  (I)  and  Jack 
Ferris  ( I )  with  aid  from  advisors 
John  Baker  (‘00)  and  Dyana 
Kimball. 

Set  in  the  mid  to  late 
sixties,  the  era  of  the  Beatles, 
Vietnam  and  civil  rights,  writer 
Jean-Claude  van  Itallie  sought 
to  display  the  audience’s  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  media.  “It’s  very 
important  for  this  day  and  age, 
even  though  it  was  written  in 
the  ‘60s,  because  of  the  media’s 
perspective,”  said  director  Jack 
Ferris.  Adam  Finelli  adds,  “It’s 


when  the  real  world  and  the  TV 
world  reach  a  state  of  equilib¬ 
rium.  It  is  very  cerebral,  al¬ 
though  it  seemingly  has  no 
plot.” 

The  cast  is  headed  by 
down-to-earth  studio  workers 
Alexandra  Hanson  (I),  who 
plays  Susan,  Jacques  Ledbetter 

(I) ,  who  plays  Hal,  and  Will 
Keary  (II),  who  plays  George. 
The  play  also  deals  with  how 
being  in  the  TV  viewing  room 
affects  their  lives.  They  con¬ 
tradict  the  exaggerated  charac¬ 
teristics  of  the  TV  actors, 
played  by  Margaret  Willison 

(II) ,  Jon  Smith  (II),  Matt  Divito 

(III) ,  Josh  Michel  (I),  and  Liz 
Kaminga  (I),  each  of  whom 
play  several  different  roles. 

One  very  important  as¬ 
pect  of  the  play  is  tech.  Be¬ 
cause  of  the  amount  of  work  the 
play  will  need  on  its  actual  ap¬ 
pearance,  there  is  a  large  crew 
headed  by  Robert  Timmerman 
(II),  Tech  Director.  Faith 
Imafidon  (II)  accompanies  him 
as  the  Set  Coordinator.  Caitlin 
Gianniny  (III)  and  Dinah 


Thibeault  (III)  will  handle  cos¬ 
tumes,  with  Lydia  Downing 
( 1 1 1 )  as  Properties  Manager  and 
Evan  Mehler(II)as  Projections 
Coordinator.  Marcus  Stacy  (II) 
is  stage  managing. 

The  cast  and  crew  are 
especially  excited  about  “T.V.” 
because  it  will  be  the  one-act 
play  for  the  Massachusetts 
Drama  Festival,  which  they 
will  attend  March  2. 

“T.V.’s”  outspoken  re¬ 
flection  is  brought  to  life  for 
this  generation  by  an  astound¬ 
ing  cast  and  intuitive  crew  un¬ 
der  skilled  leadership.  It  will 
surely  be  one  of  this  year’s 
greatest  productions. 

It’s  not  a  parody,  just  a 
reflection. 

Come  and  watch  “T.V'  Show 
dates  are  March  15,  16,  17,  in 
the  Black  Box  theater.  For  more 
info  on  the  play  and  theater  at 
BLS,  visit  the  theater  board  out¬ 
side  423  or  contact  producers 
Adam  Finelli,  Jack  Ferris,  Faith 
Imafidon,  and  Marcus  Stacy. 
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THE  DRAMA  CLUB  RUNS  THROUGH  A  SCENE  FROM  "T.V/' 

Shakespeare  lives  at  BLS 


By  Natasha  Ramanayake,  III 

Staff  Writer 


“Come,  give  us  a  taste 
of  your  quality.  Come,  a  pas¬ 
sionate  speech.” 

Hamlet  once  asked 
this  of  a  group  of  players,  just 
as,  four  centuries  later,  En¬ 
glish  teachers  at  BLS  are  ask¬ 
ing  this  of  the  Peer  Players. 

Who  are  the  Peer 
Players?  They  are  a  group  of 
talented  actors  and  actresses 
who,  under  the  guidance  of 
Ms.  Teasdale,  produce 
Shakespearean  plays  for  our 
English  classes.  If  a  teacher 
requests  a  performance,  he 
brings  his  class  to  the  Black 
Box  theater.  There,  two  or 
more  Players  may  perform  a 
short  scene  from  the  play  that 
the  class  is  reading.  After¬ 
ward,  they  break  up  into 


groups  and  analyze  the  text 
line  by  line. 

The  Players  origi¬ 
nated  last  year,  near  the  end 
of  the  school  year.  They 
quickly  came  into  their  own, 
and  the  highlight  of  their  year 
was  performing  for  the  mayor 
of  Boston,  England  during  his 
visit  to  the  school.  This  year 
has  brought  numbers  down  to 
a  core  group  of  six  or  seven 
Players.  However,  the  size  of 
the  group  does  not  truly  rep¬ 
resent  the  amount  of  talent  in 
these  actors  and  actresses. 

One  of  the  factors  that 
make  the  Peer  Players  so  suc¬ 
cessful  is  that  the  Players  are 
indeed  our  peers.  Several 
people  who  have  attended 
Peer  Player  performances 
claim  that  seeing  their  peers 
perform  Shakespeare  made  it 
not  only  easier  for  them  to  un¬ 


derstand  the  text,  but  also  to 
better  appreciate  Shakespeare. 
The  Players  are  able  to  per¬ 
form  Shakespeare  at  an  amaz¬ 
ingly  mature  level,  and  at  the 
same  time  explain  the  text  on 
a  level  that  many  students  are 
used  to. 

The  performances  are 
not  only  rewarding  for  audi¬ 
ences;  but  the  players  too,  gain 
experience  by  performing. 
Nafkote  Tamirat  (III),  a  Peer 
Player  herself,  describes  the 
difference  between  reading 
Shakespeare  and  performing 
Shakespeare:  “You  learn  so 
much  when  you  actually  say 
the  lines.  When  you’re  read¬ 
ing  the  text,  you  say  “Oh, 
crap,  what  does  it  mean?”,  but 
when  you  speak  the  lines  out 
loud,  it  actually  makes  sense.” 
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Gospel  Choir  is  moving 

on  up 


By  Nafkote  Tamirat,  III 

Staff  Writer 


The  Gospel  Choir, 
known  to  some  as  those  crazy 
singers  with  the  cool  purple  robes, 
and  known  to  most  others  as  one 
of  the  best  choirs  in  our  school. 
The  Gospel  Choir  has  been  run 
by  the  one  and  only  Mr.  Simmons 
for  the  past  two  years,  and  in  those 
two  years  this  already  enjoyable 
choms  has  been  improving  their 
singing  and  their  dancing,  mak¬ 
ing  them  incredibly  entertaining 
at  any  musical  function. 

Great  changes  have  been 
made  recently,  most  initiated  by 
Mr.  Simmons,  who  often  de¬ 
scribes  his  motto  for  teaching  as 
“adding  new  stuff  to  the  old  stuff.” 
As  Masha  Zolotarev  ( III ),  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Gospel  Choir  says,  “Mr. 
Simmons  is  always  looking  for 
new  ways  to  make  Gospel  Choir 
a  fun  and  worthwhile  experience 
for  everyone.”  Many  people 
didn’t  join  the  Gospel  Choir  be¬ 
cause  they  felt  that  it  was  for  very 
religious  people  only,  but  Mr. 


Simmons  has  been  changing  that 
misconception  by  giving  the  choir 
a  fresh  new  look  with  new  songs 
that  might  not  always  be  consid¬ 
ered  “gospel  material”  and  new 
dance  moves  which  have  made 
this  choir  a  crowd-pleaser.  Of 
course,  they  have  maintained 
their  tradition  of  great  singing, 
and  will  continue  to  do  so  while 
trying  out  different  approaches  to 
the  variety  of  songs  that  they 
leam. 

The  Gospel  Choir  has 
increased  its  membership  greatly 
during  this  year,  and  with  its  com¬ 
fortable  and  welcoming  atmo¬ 
sphere,  more  and  more  people  are 
vowing  to  audition  as  soon  as  they 
can  when  they  hear  about  what  a 
great  experience  it  is  from  their 
friends  and  fellow  classmates. 
With  this  greater  range  of  voices 
and  experience,  Mr.  Simmons  is 
even  thinking  about  increasing 
the  choir’s  rehearsal  time,  which 
is  now  only  Mondays  after  school 
except  when  a  performance  is  ap¬ 
proaching. 

But  what  makes  the 


Gospel  Choir  as  great  as  it  is,  is 
not  only  the  quality  singing  and 
dancing,  but  also  the  fact  that  ev¬ 
eryone  involved  loves  being  there, 
including  the  teacher.  “Mr. 
Simmons  is  really  considerate, 
funny,  and  highly  dedicated  to 
his  job.  You  can  tell  that  he  en¬ 
joys  what  he  does,”  says  Masha. 
“There  isn’t  anything  that  I  dis¬ 
like  about  Gospel  Choir.”  The 
same  holds  true  for  all  the  mem¬ 
bers;  it  is  a  truly  wonderful  expe¬ 
rience,  and  the  fact  that  everyone 
is  happy  and  having  fun  translates 
well  into  their  music. 

So  with  all  these  new 
changes,  one  might  ask,  what 
about  those  robes?  I  can  only 
quote  Masha,  who  retorts,  “Some 
may  argue  at  this  point  that  the 
robes  are  unnecessary,  but  hello? 
Could  you  really  picture  the  BLS 
Gospel  Choir  without  those 
purple  robes? !  They  are  our  trade¬ 
mark!”  Armed  with  their  great 
singing,  dancing,  and  of  course 
those  robes,  the  BLS  Gospel 
Choir  is  giving  us  a  reason  to  “lis¬ 
ten  to  the  good  news”! 


La  m  po<S^  s  u  rf a  s 


By  Caitlin  Allen,  IV 

Staff  Writer 

According  to  the  dic¬ 
tionary,  a  lampoon  is  a  “satire, 
parody,  or  squib.”  The  staff  of 
the  Lampoon  here  at  BLS  has 
that  down,  and  as  a  result  we 
are  all  in  for  a  lot  of  laughs. 
Headed  by  Pat  Boccuzzi,  Chris 
McCarthy,  and  Stamatios 
Dimitrakopoulos,  all  of  Class  II, 
and  manned  by  a  staff  of  ap¬ 
proximately  20  students  from 
all  classes,  the  Lampoon  is  back 
and  better  than  ever.  After  be¬ 
ing  taken  off  the  list  of  activi¬ 
ties  last  year,  the  publication 
that  is  the  BLS  comedic  maga¬ 
zine  (“or  at  least  tries  to  be,” 
said  Pat)  was  rescued  and  spon¬ 


sored  by  Mr.  Fulton,  put  back 
into  print  to  provide  some 
much-needed  comic  relief. 

The  last  time  we  saw  a 
Lampoon,  almost  two  years 
ago,  it  was  covered  with  hordes 
of  naked  ducks  yelling 
“AFLAC.”  And  while  this  is 
really  pretty  funny  in  its  own 
way,  a  whole  lot  of  us  were  left 
completely  in  the  dark.  One 
of  the  aims  of  this  year’s  Lam¬ 
poon  staff  is  to  make  the  maga¬ 
zine  appeal  to  a  general  audi¬ 
ence,  as  well  as  increasing  con¬ 
tent  in  the  magazine  itself.  The 
first  of  two  anticipated  issues 
for  this  year,  which  should  be 
coming  out  in  the  near  future, 
will  include  humorous  articles, 
pictures,  polls,  and  other  mis¬ 


cellaneous — and  of  course 
funny — material. 

Writers,  artists,  pho¬ 
tographers,  and  just  plain  crazy 
people  alike  can  find  a  home  at 
the  Lampoon ,  in  which  all  con¬ 
tent  is  created  by  students  on 
the  magazine  staff. 

The  Lampoon  invites 
anyone  interested  in  getting  in¬ 
volved  or  contributing  to  the 
magazine  to  attend  weekly 
meetings,  which  take  place  on 
Wednesdays  outside  Room 
1 1 5,  or  to  contact  Pat  Boccuzzi 
in  homeroom  101.  Letters  to 
the  editor,  questions,  or  other 
contributions  to  the  Lampoon 
can  also  be  e-mailed  to 
thing@theataris.com. 
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Joseph  Stephen 


By  Katarina  Yee,  I 

Arts  &  Entertainment  Editor 

I  expected  that  the  interview  with  musician 
extraordinaire  Joseph  Stephen  would  consist  only  of  questions 
from  me  and  answers  from  him;  I  didn’t  expect  music  lessons 
and  recommendations.  I  guess  when  someone  truly  loves  and 
appreciates  music  as  much  as  Joseph  does,  he  just  can’t  hold 
back. 

If  I  were  to  ask  other  musicians  what  they  play,  they 
would  most  likely  respond  with  one  or  two  words.  I  got  a  list 
from  Joseph:  tenor  sax,  alto  sax,  bassoon,  clarinet,  trombone, 
trumpet,  and  piano  because  “everyone  has  to  dabble  in  that.” 
Joseph  began  playing  the  clarinet  nine  years  ago,  and  only 
picked  everything  else  up  last  year.  He  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Concert  Choir  last  year  and  was  talented  enough  to  be  chosen 
as  one  of  six  vocalists  from  BLS  to  participate  in  the 
Southeastern  Districts  at  Bridgewater  State  College.  If  you  were 
one  of  many  who  were  dazzled  by  the  intermission  performance 
of  Post  Groove  Echo  at  the  Holiday  Concert  this  year,  he  was 
the  one  who  was  alternating  between  playing  the  tenor  sax  and 
the  trombone.  He  also  plays  the  tenor  sax  and  the  clarinet  for 
the  Big  Band,  and  though  not  his  favorite  instrument,  he  plays 
the  bassoon  for  the  Senior  Concert  Band. 

“I  didn’t  even  like  music  a  while  ago — I  hated  it,” 
Joseph  relates,  “but  I’m  glad  I  stuck  with  it.”  He  started  playing 
the  clarinet  because  his  mother  insisted.  But  he  kept  at  it  because 
of  his  mentor,  John  Riccobono,  the  former  director  at  the 
Supplemental  Program  of  Education  Skills  (SPES).  This  was 
the  place  where  Joseph  spent  his  weekday  afternoons  and 
Saturdays.  He  was  reluctant  to  continue  playing  the  clarinet, 
but  John  was  adamant  at  making  sure  he  knew  he  had  talent, 
and  continued  to  be  firm  with  him.  “He  sees  potential  in 
people — that’s  just  it.  And  once  you  know  there’s  someone 
backing  you  up,  you  just  keep  going,”  which  is  what  Joseph 
did  and  continues  to  do.  Though  John  has  since  left  the  program 
and  moved  to  New  York,  they  are  still  in  touch,  running  up 
phone  bills  when  he  helps  Joseph  with  transposing  music,  or 
when  they  just  want  to  talk  about  how  life  is  going. 

During  the  summer,  Joseph  decided  to  give  back  to  the 
program  that  supported  and  taught  him  so  much  about  music. 
He  made  the  transition  from  being  a  student  for  so  many  years, 
to  becoming  an  instructor.  As  the  Assistant  Music  Director  at 
SPES,  his  nine-hour  days  consisted  of  working  with  students 
in  grades  four  through  eight,  teaching  everything  from  basic 
music  theory  to  more  advanced  instrumental  pieces.  “I  was 
amazed — these  kids  picked  it  all  up  so  quickly.” 

But  Joseph's  passion  for  music  is  being  able  to  play.  “I 
practice  when  I  want  to  practice,  which  is  usually  all  the  time 
[because]  I  just  want  to  get  better.”  Knowing  that  classmates 
do  not  have  that  desire  to  practice  constantly  is  a  huge  pet  peeve 
of  his.  Joseph  wants  his  fellow  musicians  to  w  ant  to  improve. 
He  wants  them  to  “be  more  excited  about  it,”  but  he  just  isn’t 
seeing  enough  of  that  enthusiasm  right  now. 

What  surprises  everyone  about  him  is  that  he  has  not 
applied  to  any  music  schools,  and  does  not  plan  on  majoring  in 
music.  He  does,  however,  plan  on  minoring  in  music  at  either 
Tufts,  which  his  sister  currently  attends,  or  at  Rhode  Island 
College,  which  has  an  excellent  jazz  program. 

With  all  that  he  has  accomplished  in  his  world  of  music, 
Joseph  feels  he  has  yet  to  experience  his  most  glorious  moment. 
What  would  that  be?  “A  killer  solo,”  he  declared.  With  his 
talent  and  determination,  I’m  sure  he’ll  get  that  killer  solo  in 
the  near  future — he  deserves  it.  He  does  after  all,  make  music, 
teach  music,  and  critique  music.  And  he’s  pretty  darn  good  at 
all  of  it. 


Spotlight 


Page  16 


Sports 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Division  I 

By  David  Biele,  II 


no  match  for  g 


Contributing  Writer 


People  say  the  hardest 
thing  for  a  team  to  do  is  to 
repeat  success  after  moving  up 
from  Division  II  to  Division  I. 
The  competition  in  Division  1 
is  far  more  intense,  and  the 
game  is  played  at  a  much  faster 
tempo  than  in  Division  II.  The 
best  teams  in  the  entire  state 
play  Division  I  hockey.  All  this 
should  mean  that  even  a  team 
with  a  tradition  of  dominating 
seasons  would  suffer  a  few 
more  losses  than  normal  and  go 
from  a  powerhouse  to  an 
average  squad.  It’s  common 
sense,  right? 

Wrong!  Heading  into 
the  new  year,  the  Latin  Girls 
Hockey  Team  has  defied  all  the 
odds.  The  Lady  Wolfpack  has 
impeccable  offensive  prowess, 


a  smothering  defense,  great 
goaltending,  and  a  deep  bench 
where  all  players  have  big  game 
experience  and  a  knack  for 
putting  the  puck  in  the  net.  The 
result?  Sitting  pretty  at  8- 1 ,  the 
team  is  continuing  its  winning 
ways  from  years  past,  poised  to 
make  a  run  at  the  Division  I 
state  title.  When  asked  about 
the  reasons  for  the  team’s 
success.  Captain  Kerry 
Brennan  (II)  said,  “Well, 
there’s  a  lot  that’s  contributed.” 
For  example,  the  three  captains, 
Brennan  and  fellow  juniors 
Courtney  Carthas  and  Aislinn 
Doherty,  have  provided  lead¬ 
ership  and  guidance  for  the 
younger  players,  who  are  all 
making  major  contributions. 
Brennan  also  pointed  out  the 
strong  plays  of  freshmen 
Katherine  Balaconis  and 
Catherine  Foley  in  both  the 


offensive  and  defensive  zones. 
She  added  that  junior 
goaltender  Helen  McCarthy 
has  been  solid  in  shutting  down 
the  opposing  offenses,  which 
has  been  instrumental  in  the 
team’s  success.  “Our  coaches 
Marty  McDonough  and  Mary 
Balaconis  have  run  some  pretty 
intense  practices  that  have 
helped  the  team  improve. 
There  was  also  a  lack  of 
communication  last  year.  But 
this  year  we’ve  worked 
through  it  and  everyone  is  on 
the  same  page,”  Brennan  said. 

By  far,  the  biggest  win 
of  the  season  for  the  girls  took 
place  when  they  skated  to  a  4- 
3  victory  over  Fontbonne.  The 
Fontbonne  squad  is  the 
defending  Division  I  state 
champion  and  last  year  the 
owner  of  an  incredible  23-0 
record.  However,  this  team 


isn’t  set  to  relax  just  yet.  They 
know  that  down  the  road  they 
will  have  other  challenges  to 
overcome.  But  if  the  team 
continues  playing  the  brand  of 


hockey  it  has  done,  Brennan 
has  the  confidence  that,  “We 
can  go  all  the  way.”  Just  like  in 
Division  II. 


Boys  Hockey  climbing  the  charts 


By  Jonathan  Krieger,  II 

Sports  Editor 


Last  year  they  were  1 8- 
1-1,  Division  II  Southern  State 
Champions,  and  runners  up  in 
the  State’s  Finals.  The  200 1  - 
2002  BLS  Boys  Hockey  Team 
now  has  the  difficult  challenge 
of  impro-ving.  Despite 
stumbling  out  of  the  blocks,  this 
team  is  getting  better  game  by 
game  and  has  a  legitimate  shot 
at  another  state  championship 
run. 

The  team  started  off  an 
inconsistent  squad,  having 


trouble  playing  strong  from 
start  to  finish.  At  the  time, 
Senior  Pat  Balaconis  admitted, 
“We’ve  been  falling  asleep.”  In 
addition  the  team  had  to  endure 
the  growing  pains  of  some 
young  players  forced  to  fill  the 
shoes  of  key  players  such  as 
Brian  Carthas,  Charlie  Levins 
and  the  Collins  twins,  who  all 
graduated  last  year.  The  good 
news  was  that  these  guys  were 
mere  steps  away  from  the 
experience  and  aggressiveness 
they  needed. 

The  players  experi¬ 
enced  a  turning  point  against 


Methuen.  Prior  to  that  game  the 
team  had  gone  through  a 
winless  four-game  stretch, 
going  0-1-3  and  the  players 
were  feeling  a  bit  down.  But 
they  turned  in  an  all-out  effort 
the  whole  way  through.  David 
Biele  called  it  “the  first  game 
we  outplayed  anyone  [from] 
start  to  finish.”  Though  the 
game  ended  in  a  tie,  the  players 
worked  their  tails  off  and  came 
away  with  something  they 
could  build  on. 

And  build  is  exactly 
what  they  did  as  they  went  out 
and  smoked  mighty  Acton- 


Boxboro  9-2  in  Biele’s  first 
start  in  net. 

This  is  not  the  only 
thing  the  squad  can  point  to  as 
a  sign  that  they  are  on  the  rise. 
Their  offense  is  strong  from  top 
to  bottom  with  three  talented 
lines.  Though  slightly  erratic 
so  far,  the  defense  and 
goaltending  are  showing 
definite  signs  of  improvement. 
And  you  cannot  overlook  their 
chemistry  and  attitude.  This 
season  the  players  have  really 
come  together.  The  individuals 
are  playing  like  a  team;  the  guys 
have  helped  each  other  out  by 


giving  advice  to  one  another 
during  practices  and  games. 
One  player,  who  wished  to  not 
be  named  because  he  felt  his 
words  might  be  thought  of  as 
“dorky,”  says  this  team  is 
“almost  like  a  family.” 

Earlier  this  year. 
Captain  Mike  McCarthy  said, 
“We’re  playing  well  enough  not 
to  lose,  but  not  [well  enough] 
to  win.”  Well,  at  7-2-5,  they’re 
playing  well  enough  to  win 
now.  The  best  of  the  DCL 
should  be  worried:  A  beast  has 
been  unleashed. 


Introducing  ...  Mitty 


THE  NEW  SPORTS  MASCOT  SHOWS  OFF  HIS  MOVES 


By  Mitty,  ? 


Contributing  Writer 


Hi,  my  name  is  Mitty. 
1  lost  most  of  my  memory  in  a 
savage  baseball  collision  off 
the  coast  of  Moldova, 
Chisinau.  My  age,  my 


childhood,  my  ethnicity  all 
forgotten.  I’m  short.  All  I 
remember  is  my  name.  I’m 
short. 

One  day  I  simply  w  oke 
up  on  Clemente  Field  during  a 
football  practice,  startled  by  the 
words,  “HO...  UP 


CHUGGING!”  1  saw  a  rat 
scurrying  around,  and  I 
followed  it  to  this  school.  I  was 
sent  away  at  first  because  Ms. 
Kelley  did  not  approve  of  my 
clothing.  But  someone  came 
to  my  rescue  and  told  her  my 
MCAS  scores  were  good  so 
she  said  I  could  stay.  I’m 
short.  Once  the  day  was  over, 
1  tried  to  get  some  sleep  in  what 
people  called  a  “gym”  but  was 
awakened  by  excited  cheers 
and  a  blaze  of  purple  and  white. 

I’m  short.  I  found 
myself  surrounded  by  people 
screaming.  I  heard  cries  of 
“Go  Wolfpack”  and,  not  liking 
wolves,  I  scurried  up  a 
basketball  hoop  seeking 
refuge.  From  my  perch.  I  was 
able  to  observe  my 
surroundings.  People  were 
running  and  having  fun.  1  said 


to  myself,  “this  looks  like  fun,” 
which  in  my  language,  the  name 
of  which  I  do  not  remember, 
means,  “this  looks  like  fun.” 

I  jumped  off  the 
basketball  hoop  and  landed  in 
someone’s  hair  and  bounced 
onto  the  floor.  I  approached  a 
man  they  call  Mr.  McDonough 
and  told  him  I  would  like  to  play 
every  single  sport  the  school 
offers.  He  said,  “Sure, 
meathead.” 

My  first  sport  was 
football.  I’m  short.  But 
apparently  I  didn’t  understand 
how  to  play.  I  thought  you  were 
actually  supposed  to  catch  the 
ball,  but  my  teammates  seemed 
to  disagree.  But  Adam  Weiss  is 
one  hell  of  a  player. 

Next  came  swimming. 
I  was  having  the  time  of  my  life, 
but  then  they  told  me  only  girls 


could  swim  on  the  girls  team. 

I  tried  the  boys  team,  but  the 
guys  just  weren’t  as  attractive 
in  their  bathing  suits. 

While  too  short  and 
too  masculine  to  actually  play 
well,  I  served  as  motivation 
for  my  teammates  as  a  little 
guy  who  gave  it  his  all.  I  have 
discovered  an  underground 
society  of  ‘Bend-Os’  (my 
tribesmen)  and  have  been 
accepted  by  them,  my 
teammates,  and  the  Argo 
sports  editors  (those 
handsome  devils).  I  now  have 
a  bimonthly  article  and  am 
considering  becoming  a 
nationwide  syndicate.  That  is 
my  story. 

Tune  in  next  time  for  more  of 
the  Mitty'  saga. 
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Boys  splashing 
around 

By  Adam  Weiss,  II 


Changing 
of  the  guard 


COACH  MATT  CHARDAVOYNE 


By  Jimmy  Sun,  II 


Assistant  Sports  Editor 


An  era  in  BLS  Boys 
Swimming  has  ended  with  the 
departure  of  longtime  coach 
Bruce  Conley,  who  led  the  team 
for  over  20  years.  This  season, 
the  team  is  hoping  to  begin  a 
brilliant  new  era  to  be  marked 
by  success  and  achievement. 
The  undersized  group  is  now 
headed  by  Coach  Matt 
Chardavoyne,  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Virginia  who  was 
a  standout  swimmer  under 
Coach  Conley  during  his  days 
at  BLS.  Needless  to  say,  the 
swimmers  are  optimistic  about 
the  future  of  boys  swimming 
under  this  knowledgeable 
coach. 

This  season  has  started 
out  less  than  ideally.  Posting  a 
4-6-0  record  in  the  early  going, 
the  team  is  plagued  by  a 
number  of  problems,  especially 
inexperience  and  tough  Dual 


County  League  opponents. 
They  lost  three  key  seniors  to 
graduation  and  are  forced  to 
compete  with  a  nucleus  of 
younger,  less  experienced 
swimmers.  The  sole  senior  on 
the  team  is  Sian  Pierre-Regis, 
who  swims  the  50-yard 
freestyle  and  100-yard 
backstroke.  Much  of  the 
weight  has  fallen  onto  the 
shoulders  of  the  juniors,  namely 
the  formidable  trio  of  Jimmy 
Sun  (100-yard  breaststroke), 
Ben  Dockery  (100-free,  100- 
back),  and  John  Moore  (200- 
yard  Individual  Medley,  100- 
yard  butterfly).  These  three 
masters  of  the  pool  will  do  their 
best  to  lead  the  team  to  an 
improved  second  half  of  the 
season.  They  are  comp¬ 
lemented  by  an  up-and-coming 
core  of  underclassmen, 
including  freshmen  Stewart 
Wing  (200-IM,  100-fly)  and 
Preston  Bays  (50-free,  500- 
free),  and  fivesie  Kevin 


Morrison  (50-free).  However, 
the  team’s  youth  does  not  worry 
Sun,  who  expresses  his 
optimism  by  saying,  “We  have 
a  young  team  and  things  can 
only  get  better  as  time  goes  on.” 

The  competition  that 
these  boys  face  is  no  piece  of 
cake  either.  The  Dual  County 
League  poses  extremely 
difficult  opponents,  such  as 
defending  state  champs 
Weston,  along  with  consistently 
strong  teams  from  Acton- 
Boxboro  and  Lincoln-Sudbury. 
This  often  makes  it  hard  for  the 
team  to  compete  as  well  as  they 
would  like;  however,  this  is  not 
to  say  that  they  don ’t  try.  Each 
afternoon,  they  trek  out  to 
Dorchester  to  work  on  their 
skills  and  their  strokes,  in  the 
hope  that  they  might  one  day 
truly  rival  the  powerhouses  of 
the  DCL.  With  a  little  sweat 
and  a  whole  lot  of  heart,  this 
may  not  be  such  a  farfetched 
aspiration. 


Staff  Writer 


Coach  Bruce  Conley  is 
to  Boston  Latin  School 
swimming  what  Vince 
Lombardi  was  to  the  NFL  or 
what  Phil  Jackson  is  to  the 
NBA:  a  great  leader,  a  great 
motivator,  a  great  coach,  and  a 
great  man. 

Coach  Conley  has  led 
both  the  boys  and  girls  teams 
through  many  years  of  both 
success  and  disappoint-ment, 
through  dominance  and 
weakness,  through  wins  and 
losses.  Drawing  upon  decades 
of  experience,  he  keeps 
swimmers  at  the  top  of  their 
game  both  physically  and 
mentally  with  his  challenging 
and  well-run  practices. 
Although  his  aim  is  to  create  a 
competitive  and  winning  team, 
he  has  never  forgotten  how  to 
have  fun.  His  attitude  towards 
swimming  is  “fun  is  the 
principal  by-product.”  He  has 
always  kept  the  atmosphere 
light  and  pleasant,  through 
jokes  such  as  drawing  a  sun  on 
the  lineup  in  place  of  writing 
Jimmy  Sun,  or  writing  “Absent 
1 7  days”  for  a  frequently  truant 
member  of  the  team.  His 
focused  but  enjoyable  attitude 
reflects  what  all  players  should 
have.  Even  though  he  has 


stopped  actively  coaching  the 
team,  he  says  that  he  has  “never 
really  left.”  He  is  still  at  the  pool 
every  day  and  at  every  meet, 
either  officiating  or  helping 
things  run  smoothly. 

This  year,  he  has  left 
the  coaching  duties  of  the  boys 
team  to  someone  who  he  has 
called  “the  fastest  swimmer  to 
come  out  of  BLS”:  alum 
Matthew  Chardavoyne.  After 
graduating  from  Latin, 
Chardavoyne  attended  the 
University  ofVirginia,  and  now 
employs  his  tremendous 
swimming  talent  to  coach  the 
boys  swimming  team.  He  has  a 
vast  well  of  experience  to  draw 
from,  including  his  personal 
swimming  style  and  his  own 
competitive  experience.  He  has 
also  kept  practice  fun  by 
playing  music  and  joking  with 
the  team  members  as  if  he  were 
one  of  the  guys.  He  is 
incredibly  devoted  to  the  well¬ 
being  of  his  swimmers, 
meticulously  recording  each 
swimmer’s  time  in  a  small 
black  notebook. 

So,  as  the  sun  sets  upon 
the  Bruce  Conley  era  of  Boston 
Latin  Boys  Swimming,  the  era 
of  Matt  Chardavoyne  dawns, 
and  all  signs  point  to  this  period 
being  as  successful  and 
enjoyable  as  in  the  past. 


sports  RAGE 


By  Katy  Meagher,  I 

Staff  Writer 

It’s  hard  for  anyone  to 
believe  that  a  young  boys 
hockey  practice  could  have 
been  the  cause  of  the  death  of 
Michael  Costin.  An  argument 
between  Costin  and  Thomas 
Junta  began  over  the  issue  of 
rough  play  during  their  sons’ 
hockey  practice.  This  conflict 
escalated  to  the  point  where  an 
enraged  Junta  beat  Costin  so 
aggressively  that  it  resulted  in 
the  loss  of  Costin’s  life. 
Tragically,  Mici  '$1  Costin 
became  a  victim  ot  Tsports 
rage,”  a  form  of  violerlce  not 
uncommon  among  play  ers  and 
spectators  of  sports  act‘  -  ities. 


Sometimes,  when 
playing  or  watching  sports, 
people  have  a  tendency  to 
forget  their  morals  and  act  in  an 
irrational  manner  that  is  out  of 
character.  It  is  easy  to  get 
overly  involved  in  the  moment 
of  a  game  when  playing  or 
watching.  Spectators  of  sports 
activities,  especially  parents, 
may  become  so  absorbed  with 
the  performance  of  their 
favorite  team  or  player  that  they 
too  may  forget  their  manners. 
Anger  is  a  very  possible 
outcome,  and  controlling  this 
anger  is  what  makes  a  game 
still  a  game.  “Sports  can  be  a 
healthy  way  to  release 
aggression,”  says  senior  Peter 
Virchick,  a  member  of  the  boys 


soccer  team,  “but  it  can  get  out 
of  hand.  It  ruins  the  spirit  of  the 
game.” 

When  the  anger  rises 
above  a  certain  level,  that  is 
when  the  problems  start,  as  in 
the  case  of  Costin  and  Junta. 
“Sports  rage”  ranges  from 
childrens’  little  league  games  to 
professional  sports,  where  a 
fight  between  two  pro  hockey 
players  is  a  common  sight  for 
spectators.  This  fall,  a  call  by 
the  referees  at  a  Cleveland 
Browns  football  game  caused 
disaster  as  fans  of  the  Browns 
threw  bottles  and  trash  onto  the 
field.  These  incidents  are 
unnecessary  and  are  examples 
of  actions  made  in  the  heat  of 
the  moment.  Senior  hockey 


player  Eric  Merner  agrees, 
“Many  times  emotions  are 
running  wild  and  people  act 
before  they  think.  If  people  had 
more  time  to  think,  they 
probably  would  act  differently.” 

It  is  important  for 
players,  spectators  and  parents 
to  keep  the  game  in  perspective. 
I  remember  attending  my 
brother’s  baseball  game  at 
seven  years  old,  when  two 
fathers  began  a  fistfight  over  a 
call  made  by  the  umpire.  I  was 
mortified  by  the  fact  that  these 
two  grown  men  would  attempt 
to  cause  each  other  physical 
pain  over  a  little  league  baseball 
game.  Even  in  the  heat  of 
competition,  everyone  should 
keep  his  integrity.  Players 


should  help  each  other  in  doing 
this.  Mr.  Osowiecki,  the  coach 
of  the  boys  varsity  soccer  team 
says,  “As  a  coach,  I  have  to  help 
the  kids  stay  focused  and  keep 
their  energy  on  soccer  and  not 
the  calls  made  by  the  referee.” 

Parents  have  a  hard 
time  letting  their  kids  play  just 
for  the  fun  of  the  game,  and  as 
mature  adults  they  need  to  back 
off.  If  a  game  causes  one  to  be¬ 
come  too  passionate  and  to  act 
in  a  hostile  manner,  he  or  she 
needs  to  leave  the  game  and  re¬ 
evaluate  his  or  her  ideology.  If 
Thomas  Junta  had  done  this, 
Michael  Costin  would  still  be 
alive. 
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Spotlight 


Bridget  Butler 

By  Jackie  Coffey,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Bridget  Butler  is  known  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
athletes  at  the  Boston  Latin  School.  Her  amazing  ability  to  run 
and  strong  dedication  to  her  sport  have  left  Bridget’s  competitors 
far  behind  and  placed  her  way  ahead  of  the  pack.  For  those  of 
you  who  have  not  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  Bridget,  she  can 
be  identified  in  the  halls  as  the  slightly  skinny  student-athlete  in 
perpetual  motion.  She  always  wears  a  smile  and  is  ready  to  assist 
a  classmate  in  need  with  a  comforting  word  or  a  funny  story  to 
chase  the  blues  away. 

Her  parents  are  avid  runners  and  Bridget  attributes  the 
support,  encouragement  and  motivation  she  needs  to  them.  With 
this  inspiration,  she  continues  to  pound  the  pavement  long  after 
the  good  weather  and  clear  skies  disappear.  This  athlete  runs 
year-round.  Her  hard  work  has  paid  off;  Bridget  is  a  three- 
sport  captain,  participating  in  Cross  Country,  Indoor  Track,  and 
Outdoor  Track.  For  Cross  Country,  she  was  selected  as  the  team 
“MVP”  and  a  Dual  County  League  all-star  for  the  last  three 
years.  For  Indoor  and  Outdoor  Track,  Bridget  was  once  again 
awarded  Dual  County  League  all-star  status  for  both  seasons. 
When  asked  about  her  favorite  event,  Bridget  is  unequivocal, 
“It’s  the  mile.”  Her  most  memorable  experience  was  just  last 
year.  “During  Cross  Country  I  ran  in  the  Class  A  State  meet 
and  finished  7th ,  qualifying  for  the  All  State  meet  the  following 
weekend.  It  was  such  a  privilege  to  be  able  to  go  to  the  All 
States,  which  were  held  at  Tufts  Veterinary  School  in  Grafton,” 
she  explains. 

The  team’s  daily  runs  around  the  Fens  and  Boston  have 
been  marked  by  a  few  wrong  turns  that  have  left  them  in  parts 
unknown,  in  downpours  that  make  the  team  wish  they  had  their 
bathing  suits,  and  in  snowball  fights  that  provide  many  laughs. 
“The  girls  on  the  team  are  fun  to  run  with.  I  would  much  rather 
run  with  others  [than  myself].  You  can  carry  on  a  conversation, 
which  makes  the  time  pass  quickly,”  says  Bridget. 

In  her  few  moments  of  spare  time,  Bridget  enjoys 
watching  “Friends”  on  television.  Her  favorite  character  is 
Rachel.  Why?  "Because  she’s  the  coolest!”,  Bridget  explains. 
And  while  she  tries  to  maintain  a  healthy  diet  for  optimum  per¬ 
formance  on  the  track,  she  does  enjoy  Swedish  Fish  and  Ben 
and  Jerry’s  Peanut  Butter  Ice  Cream. 

Bridget’s  future  plans  include  staying  in  Massachusetts 
for  college.  She  would  like  to  compete  on  the  college  level, 
and  believes  that  her  running  is  something  that  will  always  be  a 
part  of  her  existence.  The  benefits  for  Bridget  are  tremendous. 
"Running  clears  my  mind.  It  is  such  good  exercise  too.  I  feel 
so  good  after  a  nice,  long,  relaxing  run.” 

In  a  few  years,  look  for  Bridget  Butler  running  in  the 
Boston  Marathon.  Until  then,  check  out  a  track  meet  this  spring. 


Girls  Basketball  On 
the  rebound 


By  Katy  Meagher,  I 

Staff  Writer 

As  we  come  to  the  end 
of  a  9-5  season  by  the  Boston 
Latin  School  Girls  Basketball 
Team,  the  players  are  content  in 
looking  back  on  their  superb 
season.  Senior  Captain  Jackie 
Coffey  says,  “As  a  team,  we 
have  been 
working  to  our 
potential,  and 
we  are  seeing 
one  of  our  best 
seasons  yet.” 

The  team 
would  agree 
that  one  of 
their  finest 
moments  of 
the  season  was 
their  game 

against  Concord-Carlisle,  who 
was  the  state  champion  last  year. 
This  game  proved  to  other  teams 
what  a  competent  group  of 


players  comprise  the  Boston 
Latin  team. 

Junior  captains 
Catherine  Stone  and  Alex 
Allukian  lead  the  team  along 
with  Coffey,  and  together  they 
provide  guidance  for  their 
teammates.  Stephanie 

Maneikis,  Lauren  Scagnoli  and 
Corey  Sylvester,  members  of 
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Class  II,  contribute  to  the 
winning  ways  on  the  court. 
Jannelle  Jackson  and  Kristen 


Stone  come  out  as  key  players 
on  the  team  and  still  have  two 
years  left  of  playing  time  at 
BLS. 

But  the  seniors  of  this 
2001-2002  season  will  be  truly 
missed.  Captain  Jackie  Coffey, 
Leigh  Gilmore,  Kate  Naber, 
Katie  Sullivan  and  Ameila 
Kemon  have  been  participants 
in  the  Boston  Latin  School 
basketball  program  throughout 
their  high  school  careers,  and 
have  developed  and  improved 
their  basketball  skills  while 
playing  for  BLS. 

Most  spectators  of  the 
games  and  practices  would 
agree  that  the  hard  work  of  this 
team  has  paid  off.  The  girls  have 
performed  to  their  potential,  and 
also  had  fun  while  playing. 
Even  though  there  will  be  no 
championship  game  this  season, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  these  girls 
are  future  college  players. 


Boys  Basketball: 
A  promising  future 


By  Carl  Genus,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


This  year  the  Boston 
Latin  Boys  Basketball  Team  is 
trying  to  erase  the  merhories  of 
last  year’s  disappointing  4-16 
season.  Still  under  the  leadership 
of  long-time  Coach  McNamara, 
the  team  will  be  hurt  by  the  loss 
of  a  few  key  seniors  from  last 
year’s  team.  Seniors  Ray 
Chandler  and  Frankie  Arvelo 
hope  to  fill  that  void  this  season. 
The  team  has  begun  working  to 
become  better  than  last  year, 
especially  on  defense,  re¬ 
bounding  and  shooting  the  ball. 
Although  their  0-13  record  does 
not  show  it,  the  team  has  become 


better  since  last  year.  This 
year’s  game  against  Bedford 
showed  how  the  team’s  defense 
and  rebounding  have  improved. 
Although  they  lost  the  game  62- 
38,  they  were  able  to  out- 
rebound  Bedford.  In  what  was 
a  close  game  at  the  beginning 
because  of  defense,  the  team 
was  simply  over-matched  in  the 
second  half.  This  shows  that 
the  team  is  improving  and 
should  start  getting  better  with 
every  game  they  play. 

The  team  faces  a  great 
deal  of  difficulty  due  to  the  fact 
that  they  face  a  number  of  hard 
teams  in  the  Dual  County 
League,  such  as  Bedford,  Acton 
Boxboro,  and  Way  land.  If  the 


team  continues  to  play  hard 
with  good  defense  and 
rebounding,  they  may  be  able 
to  rack  up  a  few  upsets  against 
the  competitive  teams  of  the 
Dual  County  League. 

The  JV  and  Freshman 
teams,  which  represent  the 
team’s  future,  are  very 
promising.  The  JV  and  Fresh¬ 
man  teams  hold  impressive 
records  of  8-2  and  7-3  respec¬ 
tively.  The  freshman  team,  led 
by  Coach  Joe  Barresi,  boasts 
captains  Mike  Mitchell  and 
Andrew  LaRocque.  With  these 
two  very  skilled  teams,  the 
future  looks  promising  for  boys 
basketball. 


Wrestlers  grapple  for  success 


Bn  James  Mc  Donough,  III 

C'ONTRIBl  TING  WRITER 

The  Wolfpack  wrest¬ 
ling  team  started  the  season 
w  ith  hopes  of  rebounding  from 
a  rather  disappointing  season 
last  winter.  Captain  Jose 
Valenzuela  (II)  and  co-captains 
Joey  Webb  (1).  Nate  Jackson 
(111),  and  Brian  Nowak  (111) 
lead  a  young  and  enthusiastic 
group  of  grapplers.  The  Varsity 
squad  consists  of  four  fresh¬ 
men,  fi \  e  sophomores,  two 


juniors,  and  three  seniors.  So 
far  numerous  veteran 
wrestlers, including 
Valenzuela,  Webb,  Nowak, 
Jackson,  Joe  Jolly  (III)  and 
Nate  Allukian  (IV)  have 
proved  why  they  are  Varsity 
wrestlers.  Rookies  Jay 
O'Brien  (IV)  and  Yemi 
Owolewa  (II)  have  also 
proved  themselves. 

So  far  in  2002;  the 
Wolfpack  wrestlers  have  a  3- 
3  record  under  the  tutelage  of 
third-year  coach  Jeff  Azer. 


This  young  team  could  easily  be 
5-1  if  not  for  suffering  close 
losses  to  North  Quincy  and  Dual 
County  League  rival  Acton- 
Boxboro. 

The  match  against 
Acton-Boxboro  was  truly  a 
heartbreaker.  The  team  won  a 
majority  of  the  first  bouts  but 
struggled  against  the  core  of  the 
A-B  lineup.  Each  wrestler  gave 
it  their  all  and  it  came  down  to 
the  final  match  in  which  Bob 
Grueter  (III)  lost  to  the  captain 
of  the  A-B  squad.  Grueter  gave 


him  a  run  for  his  money  until 
he  was  pinned  near  the  end  of 
the  second  period. 

After  disappointing 
seasons  in  the  extremely 
difficult  Division  1  South,  the 
team  was  moved  down  to 
Division  2  South  and  have 
taken  full  advantage  of  their 
new  position.  When  asked 
about  how  the  move  has 
affected  the  team,  Jackson  said, 
“A  lot  of  guys  on  the  team  will 
have  a  better  chance  of  making 
the  state  tournament  because 


there  is  less  competition  in  D2; 
but  it  will  benefit  the  team  with 
six  or  seven  guys  who  could  go 
[to  the  states].” 

The  team’s  hard  work 
and  determination  have  made 
the  team  better  as  a  whole. 
Although  wrestling  is  a  fairly 
individual  sport,  the  unity  and 
faith  in  one  anty<her  displayed  by 
the  Wolf  Jck  squad  is 
remark!3^  and  ought  to  be 
commoted- 
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Keep  on  running 


Spotlight 


By  Rebecca  Kaufman,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


With  the  season  under 
way,  the  Boston  Latin  Girls 
Track  Team  is  working  as  hard 
as  ever  to  succeed.  The  nearly 
80-member  team  faces  stiff 
competition  in  the  highly 
competitive  Dual  County 
League.  Led  by  senior  captains 
and  state  qualifiers  Bridget 
Butler,  Thrisha  Rose,  and 
Tasheka  Folkes,  the  team  hasn’t 
been  as  successful  as  it  initially 
hoped  to  be,  although  there  is 
more  than  half  the  season  left. 

Many  view  this  season 
as  a  struggle  because  it’s  the 
first  time  in  five  years  that  the 
team  isn’t  returning  as  DCL 


champions.  “It’s  a  tough  season 
this  year,  but  the  new  coach  is 
handling  it  well.  The  girls  are 
all  strong  and  dedicated 
athletes,”  says  Rose  about  the 
runners.  “I  feel  there’s  a  lot  of 
promise  in  our  team.  We  have 
a  lot  of  young  talent.  Our  senior 
leadership  is  helping  to  develop 
that  talent.”  There  have  been 
many  personal  bests  so  far  this 
season  by  athletes  such  as 
junior  Anne  Roddy  in  the  1000- 
meter,  senior  Caroline 
O’Donnell  in  the  two-mile,  and 
eighth  and  ninth  graders  in  the 
4  x  200  meter  relay. 

Seniors  Jessica  Porter, 
Folkes,  Mystie  Phevenin,  and 
junior  Jodine  Brown  make  up 
the  essence  of  the  sprinters. 


Senior  Sara  Shiggs-Quiroga, 
Rose,  and  sophomores  Megan 
Doherty,  and  Anna  George 
represent  the  talented  hurdlers. 
Speedy  junior  Eva  Erlich  runs 
her  heart  out  along  with  Roddy, 
O'Donnell,  Butler,  and  senior 
Kathryn  O’Brien  in  distance 
events  ranging  from  1000 
meters  to  two  miles.  The  team 
is  also  composed  of  some 
strong  arms.  Senior  throwers 
Laura  Hauck,  Megan  Faherty, 
Jen  Olsen,  and  junior  Meghan 
Greene  all  shotput  mightily. 
Sophomore  star  Liz  Tricco, 
already  a  state-qualifier,  dashes 
to  beat  the  most  highly 
competitive  runners.  As  DCL 
All-Star  Bridget  says,  “It  is  a 
hopeful  season  for  the  future.” 


Indoor  track  still  on  track 


By  Chao  Pan,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


The  boys  indoor  track 
team  came  out  of  the  gate  this 
year  a  lot  like  they  did  last  year, 
but  several  improvements  have 
since  been  noted.  Led  by  three 
captains,  Chris  Whitmore  (I), 
Joan  Duran  (1),  and  Matt 
Simonini  (II),  they  have  posted 
impressive  numbers  throughout 
the  Dual  County  League.  The 
team  as  a  whole,  however,  is 
severely  undersized,  a  fact  that 
has  manifested  itself  in  the 
team’s  standings  with  other 
schools.  Coach  DeMello  hopes 
to  rectify  this  problem  next  year, 
but  nonetheless  expressed  great 
confidence  in  the  upper¬ 
classmen  of  the  team,  saying. 


“Great  senior  leadership  will 
help  develop  our  young 
athletes.” 

The  team  is  guided  by 
Coaches  DeMello  and 
McCollom,  DeMello  having 
just  arrived  here  from  South 
Boston  High  School. 
McCollom  has  been  coaching 
since  the  oldest  senior  has  been 
a  sixie.  Together  they  coach 
both  the  boys  and  the  girls 
indoor  track  teams. 

Strictly  speaking 
numbers,  several  boys  have 
come  up  with  impressive  times 
and  distances.  The  tri-captains 
and  senior  Josh  Ganshave  all 
qualified  for  the  state  long 
jump  competifion  with  all  of 
them  going  at  least  eight  inches 
over  the  required  distance. 


Whitmore,  Simonini,  Gans,  and 
Max  Bastein  (I)  have  also 
qualified  for  state  competition 
in  the  4  x  200  meter  relay.  On 
a  more  personal  level, 
individual  bests  are  being  set  by 
team  members  at  a  surprising 
rate.  One  notable  best  is  Joan 
Duran’s  1 :25. 1  time  for  the  600 
meter  run,  a  time  that  is  not  only 
a  personal  and  school  best,  but 
the  second  best  in  the  entire 
state. 

Although  the  seniors 
will  shortly  be  leaving  the  team, 
they  will  be  leaving  it  in 
talented  hands.  The  under¬ 
classmen  of  the  team  are  sure 
to  harness  their  talent  and  keep 
the  consistency  of  the  boys 
indoor  track  team  going  for  a 
future  dynasty. 


Kate  Naber 


By  Orla  O'Brien,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


The  first  thing  Kate  would  probably  want  you  to  know  is 
that  she  does  not  conform  to  stereotypes.  This  girl  isn’t  a  dumb 
jock,  or  a  dumb  blonde  for  that  matter.  She  is  a  three-season  varsity 
athlete  fueled  by  an  intense,  and  often  unexplainable,  motivation. 
The  intensity  of  her  personality  is  conveyed  clearly  in  her  athletic 
talent  and  perseverance.  Kate  doesn’t  allow  herself  days  off  from 
practice,  goes  for  four-mile  runs  regardless  of  blistering  summer 
heat,  and  can  be  found  at  the  gym  on  Saturday  mornings. 

Possibly  the  only  person  to  receive  a  dislocated  jaw  and 
concussion  during  swim  team  practice,  she  is  also  a  captain.  A 
member  of  the  Girls  Varsity  Swim  Team  since  the  eighth  grade, 
she  swam  the  backstroke  and  freestyle.  During  junior  and  senior 
year,  Kate  also  went  to  the  State  and  Sectional  Championships. 

Basketball  has  always  been  a  part  of  Kate’s  life.  When 
she  was  younger,  she  played  at  the  Roche  Center  in  West  Roxbury. 
Now  she  goes  there  to  coach  a  team  of  third  and  fourth  grade 
girls.  Kate  had  been  playing  basketball  at  Latin  since  she  was  a 
sixie,  playing  the  freshman  team  in  seventh  and  eighth  grade, 
and  moving  up  to  JV  as  a  freshman.  She  has  been  a  forward  on 
the  Varsity  team  since  tenth  grade. 

Kate  has  been  a  distance  runner  on  the  Outdoor  Track 
Team  since  ninth  grade,  despite  a  negative  first  experience.  In 
her  first-ever  track  meet  at  Wayland  High  School,  she  had  a  “little 
accident,”  scraping  up  and  scarring  both  legs  in  a  hurdle  race. 
She  never  hurdled  again,  but  endured  countless  speed  workouts 
and  runs  along  the  Charles  River  to  become  a  strong  distance 
runner.  For  the  record,  she  hates  track  shorts.  “They  are 
ridiculous.” 

The  diverse  list  of  athletic  activities  that  Kate  has 
participated  in  is  quite  formidable.  In  addition  to  basketball, 
swimming  and  track,  she  played  and  refereed  soccer,  enjoys 
skiing,  and  played  softball  when  she  was  younger.  There  is  even 
photographic  evidence  that  she  and  Jackie  Coffey  took  ballroom 
dancing  lessons.  It’s  obvious  that  Kate  isn’t  someone  who  feels 
comfortable  along  the  sidelines  of  physical  activity,  but  she  admits 
that  she  genuinely  enjoys  watching  hockey,  perhaps  because  it  is 
one  of  the  few  sports  she  has  never  took  a  stab  at. 


ajMKTjQ*  HQf  asoiiffl :  Chess 


Sport 

“It  is  the  way  I  play  it.” 

-Tom  Meranda,  IV 

Not  a  Sport 

“No,  chess  is  a  game,  with  no 
hands-on  touching  (actually 
that  depends  on  what  kind  of 
chess  you  play,  wink,  wink). 
Sports  have  physical  prowess, 
chess  is  a  game  of ‘strategery.’” 

-PatBoccuzzi,II 

Sport 

“1  guess  it  is  a  sport  because 
it’s  a  game  and  it  requires 
strategy  a  id  thought.  Sports 
don't  neeessarily  require 
padding  at  id  full  body  action.” 

— Caitlin  O'Brien,  II 

- 1 


Not  a  Sport 

“No,  because  it  is  a  game,  and 
checkers  is  a  game,  and 
checkers  is  not  a  sport.” 

-Carmen  Farias,  II 

Sport 

“Chess  players  should  be 
treated  the  same  as  sports 
players  because  they  go  out  and 
represent  the  school  in 
tournaments;  they  practice  to 
win  those  tournaments.” 

-  Mimi  Lai.  I 

Not  a  Sport 

“No,  it’s  not  a  sport.  It’s  a 
game,  there’s  a  difference.  You 
don’t  need  to  exercise  your 
hands.” 

-Chris  Urnek,  I 


Sport 

“Yes,  chess  is  a  sport.  It  is  a 
game  of  strategy.  Sports  are  not 
only  about  exercise.  They  are 
competitions  in  strategic 
tactics.  Chess  is  just  as  much  a 
game  of  strategy  as  football  or 
soccer.  It  is  simply  a  less 
athletic  sport,  which  embraces 
the  values  of  brains  over 
brawn.” 

-Anna  Goodkind,  II 

Not  a  Sport 

“Chess  is  not  a  sport!  It’s  a  mind 
thing.  There’s  no  action. 
There’s  no  physical  strain.  But 
then  you'll  say  ‘what  about  car 
racing?’  I  don’t  know.  ...Chess 
has  no  finish  line.” 

-Katarina  Yee,  I 


Sport 

“Of  course  it  is  a  sport.  It  calls 
for  strong  physical  and 
emotional  stamina  (to  endure 
the  rigors  of  tournament  play), 
intense  mental  conditioning,  a 


battle  between  opponents  that 
often  leaves  the  players  totally 
drained.  If  that  isn’t  a  sport,  I 
don’t  know  what  is.” 

-Atti  Viragh,  I 
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Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Valentine’s  Day  Special: 

How  to  write  a  special  Valentine’s  Day  love  letter, 

Arao  style 

Attention _ s  (noun):  Fold  page  along  the  dotted  line  before  starting. 


Background: 

Noun:  person,  place,  or  thing 
Verb:  an  action  word 
Adjective:  a  descriptive  word 

Paraphernalia: 

1.  Writing  utensil,  e.g.  pencil 

2.  Word  potency 

3.  Imagination 

Methods: 

1 .  Fill  in  the  blanks  with  the 
appropriate  words 
(Discussion). 

2.  Transfer  the  words  in  the 
blanks  onto  the  blanks  in  the 
letter  (Conclusion). 

3.  Read  the  letter. 

4.  Share  the  letter  with 
friends. 

4.  Giggle. 

5.  Laugh. 

6.  Snicker. 

Calculations: 

Words  +  Words  =  Letter 
Words  x  Bad  Words  =  Bad 
Words  x  Nice  Words  =  Nice 

Disclaimer: 

Delivering  an  Argo  style  love 
letter  to  your  Valentine  may 
result  in: 

a)  rejection 

b)  bodily  harm 

c)  euphoria 

d)  the  silent  treatment 


Discussion: 

1 .  First  Name _ 

2.  Noun _ 

3.  Noun _ 

4.  Part  of  face _ 

5.  Type  of  stone _ 

6.  Part  of  face _ 

7.  Noun _ 

8.  Noun _ 

9.  Adjective _ 

10.  Your  favorite  phrase 


1 1 .  Recipient’s  favorite  phrase 


12.  Body  part _ 

13.  Noun _ 

14.  Adjective _ 

15.  Adjective _ 

16.  Body  part _ 

17.  Pronoun _ 

18.  Noun _ 

19.  Abstract  noun 

20.  Noun_ _ 

21 .  First  name _ 

22.  Last  name _ 

23.  Verb _ 

24.  Liquid _ 

25.  Food 

26.  Verb _ 

27.  Your  name _ 


Conclusion: 

(1 _ ),  my  dearest,  my  love,  my  one  and  only  (2 _ ), 

You  are  truly  the  (3 _ )  of  my  life.  Your  (4 _ )  are  like 

(5 _ s)  in  the  moonlit  sky,  and  your  (6 _ ),  ruby  red 

(7 _ s).  I  love  the  way  you  bring  out  the  (8 _ )  in  me  and  my 

best  friend  Burt.  Every  moment  of  every  (9 _ )  day,  I  think  of  you  and  your 

“(10 _ )”  and  “(11 _ )”,  and  although  I  don’t  always  understand 

what  you  mean,  you  will  forever  remain  in  my  (12 _ ). 

Why,  I  remember  just  the  other  day,  how  the  (13 _ )  was  shining  on  your 

(14 _ ),  (15 _ ing)  (16 _ ),  Every  time  I  try  to  rise 

above,  I’m  swept  away  by  love.  Every  night,  I  fall  asleep  with  you  on  my  mind,  and 

pray  that  (17 _ )  may  have  the  wonderful  chance  of  being  with  you  in  my 

(18 _ ). 

I  feel  as  if  words  cannot  express  the  (19 _ )  I  have  for  you. 

Please,  meet  me  qt  2:00  AM  in  front  of  the  (20 _ )  at  the  corner  of  St. 

(21 _ )  and  (22 _ )  Ave.  I  will  be  patiently 

(23 _ ing)  for  you  with  a  cup  of  your  favorite  (24 _ ),  and  a  box 

full  of  (25 _ ),  the  kind  you  so  love  to  (26 _ ). 


Love, 

(27 _ ) 


P0S!7!0|V  Of  IVI!|V0r!7y  Sp0r7s  @  BLS 


By  Longjie  Dai,  II 

Graphic  Arts  Editor 

Ping!  Pong!  “Ouch! 
Watch  where  you  hit  that.  ...” 
That  is  the  point  to  which  the 
majestic  sport  of  ping-pong  has 
been  degraded  nowadays.  Did 
you  e\  en  know  our  school  has 
a  Table  Tennis  Association,  as 
well  as  other  minority  “sports” 
such  as  badminton,  chess, 
wiffleball  and  even  billiards? 
Yes. . . .  We  DO  have  a  club  that 
goes  out  and  shoots  pool. 
While  minority  sports  are 
.somew  hat  represented  here  at 


BLS  (all  due  to  the  elimination 
of  racial  quotas),  they  are 
disrespected,  stepped  over,  and 
ultimately  forgotten.  That  is  the 
cycle  of  life  ...  err,  sports. 

Back  in  the  Tang 
Dynasty,  ping-pong  was  a 
courtly  sport,  played  only  by 
the  Emperor  Woo-Tang's 
(hence  the  Wu-Tang  Clan)  two 
sons  Ping  and  Pong.  The 
imperial  sport  originally 
symbolized  the  eternal  battle 
between  good  and  evil.  When 
the  Communist  Revolution 
occurred  in  1949.  all  of  China 
rejoiced  because  the  people 


were  freely  allowed  to  play  the 
sport  of  emperors  ...  legally. 
W  hile  this  historical  event 
ruined  the  ancestors  of  this 
writer  in  the  business  of 
bootlegging  ping-pong  tables, 
the  masses  were  ecstatic,  and 
ping-pong  was  made  the 
official  pastime  of  China,  as 
well  as  an  Olympic  sport.  But 
alas,  in  1986.  Zhen  Inc.  started 
exporting  ping-pong  tables  to 
the  West,  marketing  them  as 
"table  tennis.”  This  practice 
ruined  the  sport,  as  all  things  are 
when  they  are  brought  across 
the  sea,  for  instance  karaoke  or 


football  (How  can  you  turn  a 
graceful  game  of  kicking  a 
zebra-spotted  ball  into  one  that 
involves  running  away  from 
opulent  300  lb  men  while 
carrying  a  dead  pig?).  Table 
tennis  quickly  turned  into  a 
dumb  game;  the  table  part  of 
"table  tennis”  was  forgotten 
about  completely  (the  western 
barbarians  played  in  grass 
meadows  and  clay  pits!)  This 
will  happen  to  our  current 
sports  as  well.  ...  Silly  Zhens. 
why  did  you  sell  our  sport  to  the 
West? 

Stop  the  vicious  cycle 


of  minority  sport  degradation 
and  support  your  minority 
sports!  If  for  no  other  reason, 
support  them  for  the  sole  fact 
that  there  always  needs  to  be 
sports  like  badminton  for  "real 
jocks  ”  to  make  fun  of. 
Seriously,  without  wiffleball  to 
poke  fun  at,  all  those  hockey 
players  would  be  laughing  at 
you  baseball  players  instead. 

Writer  s  Note:  I  like  baseball 
players,  really. 


Baston  Lain  School 


Arg 


Cheater, 

Cheater 

99%  of  you 
should  read 
these  statistics 

Forum  p.  10 


Students  -  40 
Faculty  -38 


Faculty  wooped, 
ha  ha  haaa 


Sports  p.  17 


Official  Newspaper  of  the  Boston  Latin  School 


Volume  XXXI  —  Issue  IV  —  April  2002 


Girls  Hockey:  ,  k 

sumus  Primi! 


GIRLS  HOCKEY  TEAM  REJOICES  OVER  VICTORY 


By  Colleen  Keller,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


The  MIAA  state 
tournament  is  a  familiar 
territory  for  members  of  the 
Girls  Wolfpack  hockey  team. 
Last  year,  the  Lady  Wolfpack 
suffered  a  disappointing  loss  to 
Dedham  during  the  state  finals 
in  quadruple  overtime,  but 
there’s  a  different  story  to  tell 
this  year.  Sunday,  March  10, 
2002,  the  girls  captured  their 
third  state  championship  in  five 
years  over  the  defending 
champions,  the  Fontbonne 
Academy  Ducks.  The 


Wolfpack,  a  strong  com¬ 
bination  of  seasoned  veterans 
and  talented  under-classmen, 
always  finds  a  way  to  persevere 
and  come  out  number  one. 

After  a  goal-less  first 
period,  freshman  sensation 
Catherine  Foley  scored  the  first 
goal  of  the  game,  giving  BLS  a 
lead  of  1  to  0.  The  next  goal 
came  when  junior  Courtney 
Carthas  sent  a  slap  shot  through 
Fontbonne’s  goaltender,  Kris¬ 
ten  Trapelo,  for  the  2-0  lead,  but 
20  seconds  later,  Fontbonne 
struck  back  when  Amy  “Little 
Pants”  Katowski,  an  eighth- 
grader  from  the  second  line  of 


forwards  who  uses  a  com¬ 
bination  of  speed,  deter¬ 
mination,  and  quick  hands, 
notched  the  Ducks’  first  score 
of  the  game.  The  Ducks  tied  it 
up  in  the  third  period,  sending 
the  game  into  overtime,  where 
Junior  Globe  All-Scholastic 
Kerry  Brennan  came  up  with 
the  winning  goal. 

It  was  all  just  a  typical 
game  for  the  squad.  Brennan, 
a  three-time  all  star,  contributed 
mightily  to  the  powerhouse 
group  of  forwards’  82  goals  this 
season,  leading  the  team  in 
scoring  with  21  goals  and  16 
(continued  page  17) 


By  Qi  Feng,  I  &  Bobby 
Zheng,  IV 

News  Editor  &  Staff  Writer 


The  NBC  show  “Weakest 
Link”  host/villainess  Anne 
Robinson  may  have  made  that 
catch  phrase  famous,  but  our 
very  own  Ms.  Skerritt 
immortalized  it  at  the  First 
Annual  Faculty  Weakest  Link. 
For  the  some  300  people 
huddled  in  attendance,  this 
hilarious  imitation  provided 
much-welcomed  relief  from  the 
February  doldrums.  Most 
importantly,  it  pushed  the  Step 
Squad  one  giant  step  closer  to 
purchasing  new  uniforms  for 
the  fall  competition,  where  the 
members  hope  to  repeat  as 
champions. 

The  original  eleven 
contestants  were  comprised  ot 
ine  teachers  gathered  in  a  semi¬ 
oval.  Blue  strobe  lights  were 


planned,  but  the  city’s 
contractor  broke  some  pipes 
and  went  above  the  budget. 
Regardless,  those  on  stage  felt 
right  at  home  before  the  show. 
In  an  exclusive  interview,  Mr. 
Smith  of  the  Classics 
Department  revealed  that  his 
students  had  instructed  him  to 
say  “bang”  during  his 
appearance. 

A  couple  of  seats  away, 
Ms.  Chi  was  diligently 
correcting  history  papers. 
When  exposed,  she  expressed 
no  remorse  and  continued 
nevertheless.  Mr.  Keitt,  on  the 
other  hand,  played  the 
politically  correct  card,  saying 
that  the  goal  of  the  teachers’ 
involvement  was  to  “let  the  kids 
enjoy  us.”  Seated  in  the  middle 
of  the  group,  Ms.  Freeman  was 
Facing  Time  and  Herself — she 
was  “preparing  to  get  out 
early.”  In  a  shocking  twist  of 
events,  the  devious  Mr. 
Montague  revealed  to  the  Argo 
that  he  planned  to  “cheat.”  He 
also  claimed  Ms.  Skerritt 
looked  “meaner  than  Anne”  but 


pointed  his  finger  at  Mr.  Keitt 
when  asked  to  expound. 

Dressed  in  a  long  black 
cloak,  Ms.  Skerritt  began  the 
proceedings  by  mimicking 
Anne  Robinson’s  jarring 
British  accent.  Each  round 
consisted  of  each  player 
answering  one  trivia  question. 
At  the  end  of  the  round,  all 
those  who  got  a  question  wrong 
were  eligible  to  be  voted  off  by 
a  panel  comprised  of  the  step 
squad’s  four  captains.  The  first 
question,  asking  what  the  letters 
ESP  stand  for,  went  to  Mr. 
Martin  who,  with  a  little 
hesitation,  responded  like  a 
nervous  young  boy  hooked  on 
Harry  Potter:  “extra  special 
powers?” 

“I’m  sorry,  Mr.  Martin,  it 
actually  means  extra-sensory 
perception,”  Ms.  Skerrit 
replied. 

Ms.  Chi  was  seen  by  secret 
cameras  while  snickering,  then 
returning  to  mark  more  papers. 

Later  came  Mr.  Keitt’s 
turn.  Asked  what  the  side  right 


Facing  D.C. 


By  Michelle  Metallidis,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Seniors  and  juniors 
trekked  to  our  nation’s  capitol 
this  March  at  the  behest  of  Ms. 
Freeman  and  the  Facing 
History  and  Ourselves 
curriculum.  Students  of  Boston 
Latin,  as  well  as  the  course’s 
counterpart  school  at  the 
International  School  of  Prague, 
participated  in  a  two-day  foray 
into  the  world  of  federal 
buildings,  museums  and  phallic 
symbols  embodying  our 
nation’s  ideals.  Though  the 
main  focus  of  the  trip  was  the 
district’s  Holocaust  Memorial 
Museum,  students  sampled  the 
native  delights  of  monument 
tourism,  museum  visitation  and 
mass  transportation. 

The  visit  to  the  Holocaust 
Memorial  Museum  was  tied  in 


w  ith  the  study  of  World  War  II 
and  persecution  of  peoples. 
Visitors  went  through  a  self- 
guided  tour  that  chronicled 
Europe’s  collapse  into  total 
war,  the  rise  of  fascist  power, 
and  the  world’s  subsequent 
reaction  to  the  persecution  of 
communists,  Jews  and  a 
veritable  plethora  of  minority 
groups. 

The  construction  of  the 
museum  was  unique  in  that 
every  aspect  of  the  building 
was  significant  to  the 
Holocaust:  Lights  were 
fashioned  to  resemble 
showerheads  in  the 
concentration  camps,  stone  was 
shipped  in  from  Warsaw  to 
build  the  floor  of  one  exhibit, 
and  the  testimony  room  was 
built  of  rock  imported  from 
Jerusalem.  Among  the  objects 

(continued  page  4) 


H^8Wydn 


By  Lily  Mooney,  III 

Staff  Writer 


So  maybe  you’ve  recently 
heard  the  names  Handel  and 
Haydn  floating  around  school. 
You  probably  have  a  few 
guesses  as  to  who  they  are  and 
why  we’re  talking  about  them 
—  I  know  I  did.  But  no,  these 
two  are  not  new  student 
teachers.  No,  they  aren’t  two 
new  members  of  the  Backstreet 
Boys  (phew).  Nor  are  they  the 
long-lost  twin  brothers  of 
Romulus  and  Remus  (and  I 
really  thought  I  had  it  on  that 
one).  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Handel  and  Haydn  were 
CLASSICAL  COMPOSERS. 

After  recovering  from  this 
shock  I  got  right  down  to 
business  and  attempted  to 
locate  Mr.  Handel  and  Mr. 
Haydn  for  interviews.  But  I  was 
fooled  yet  again,  because  it 
isn’t  these  two  men  that  have 
come  to  BLS,  but  rather  it  is  a 
foundation  named  for  the  two: 
the  Handel  &  Haydn  Society. 

The  H&H  Society  is  one 
of  the  oldest  musical 
organizations  still  up  and 
running  in  the  United  States. 
Founded  in  1815  here  in 
Boston,  H&H  was  created  by 


Boston  merchants  who  were 
dissatisfied  with  the  quality  of 
musical  performances  in  the 
city.  The  group  soon  expanded 
to  new  areas  and  people,  but  as 
it  grew  in  size  it  maintained  a 
high  standard  of  refined  quality. 
It  continues  to  produce  some  of 
the  best  musicians  and  the 
greatest  performances  today. 

The  society  is  composed 
of  a  period  instrumental 
orchestra  and  a  professional 
chorus.  “Our  chorus  is 
generally  considered  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  world,  because  of 
their  purity  of  sound, 
intonation,  and  technique,”  says 
Robin  Baker,  the  Director  of 
Education  at  H&H.  They 
perform  music  by  Handel  and 
Haydn,  of  course,  but  in 
addition  then  perform  that  of 
other  classical  composers.  Also 
around  Valentine’s  Day  the 
society  has  a  collaboration  of 
jazz  and  classical  music.  There 
are  thirty  to  forty  concerts  in  a 
season.  It  is  a  greatly  respected 
organization,  whose  “reputation 
for  excellence  is  nationwide,” 
says  Ms.  Baker.  When  asked  if 
H&H  had  a  specific  hope  or 
mission  in  mind,  Ms.  Baker 
said  their  vision  for  the  future 
was 
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Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


By  Ana  Louise  Leary,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


The  elevator,  yeah,  I 
wouldn’t  say  that  it  was  the 
most  wonderful  moment,  or 
ratgcr,  the  40  longest  minutes 
of  my  life,  but  it  was  definitely 
an  experience.  I  think  my  fa¬ 
vorite  part  was  when  one  of 
the  people  with  me  in  the  el¬ 
evator  said,  “Why  don’t  we 
jump  so  that  it  will  start  mov¬ 
ing,  and  then  we  can  get  out?” 
Sometimes,  just  sometimes,  1 
think  people  are  a  bit  too 
smart. 

Well,  this  is  what  hap¬ 
pened.  A  couple  of  unnamed 
friends  decided  to  see  what 
would  happen  if  they  started 
to  jump  in  the  elevator.  Hey, 
fairly  creative.  The  elevator 
began  to  wobble  slightly  as  it 
went  up.  Then  they  started  to 
get  more  excited  about  it  as  it 
started  swaying-  yes,  SWAY¬ 
ING.  The  elevator  went  into 
emergency  mode  and  com¬ 
pletely  shut  off.  We  were 
stuck  almost  at  the  second 
floor,  but  not  quite. 

The  lights  and  fan  in  the 


News 


elevator  still  worked,  but  the 
elevator  was  not  functioning  at 
all.  I  thought  that  we  had  a 
good  chance  of  opening  the 
doors  and  then  would  be  able 
to  climb  down  to  the  building. 
Instead,  I  was  greeted  by  a 
friendly  metal  wall,  which  I 
later  found  out  to  be  doors  that 
we  couldn’t  open  anyway.  We 
then  tried  the  other  set  of 
doors.  Well  what  do  you 
know,  another  set  of  metal 
doors!  This  was  great-defi- 
nitely  great.  I  had  never  felt 
claustrophobic  in  my  life,  but 
here  we  were  surrounded  by 
four  steel  walls  and  doors  that 
would  not  open.  Now  there 
were  six  hysterical  girls  all  in 
one  metal  box  without  a  clue. 

We  thought  about  movies 
such  as  “Speed,”  in  which 
people  were  stuck  in  an  eleva¬ 
tor  that  eventually  collapsed 
and  fell  to  the  bottom  floor,  but 
Keanu  Reeves  saved  all  of 
them  just  in  time.  We  decided 
that  this  wouldn’t  happen  at 
our  school,  and  instead  some¬ 
one  like  Hannibal  would  find 
us  in  the  elevator.  So  we 
sounded  the  alarm  for  at  least 
five  minutes.  I  guess  to  an  ex¬ 
tent  it  was  pretty  funny,  but  I 
don’t  know  if  I  was  laughing 
so  that  I  could  forget  where  I 
was  and  what  a  mess  we  were 
in,  or  that  I  actually  thought  the 
situation  was  hilarious;  prob¬ 
ably  a  little  of  both.  Mr.  Flynn 
came  to  see  what  was  happen¬ 


ing.  We  asked  him  how  we 
were  going  to  get  out,  and  he 
said  that  the  fire  department 
usually  comes  after  30  min¬ 
utes.  Sitting  in  a  cramped  area 
is  not  fun,  especially  when  the 
others  stand  up  and  walk 
around.  During  this  entire  time 
we  heard  noises  and  other  ran¬ 
dom  squeaks.  It  was  as  if  the 
elevator  could  slip  at  any  mo¬ 
ment  and  fall.  The  fact  that  a 
technician  from  the  fire  depart¬ 
ment  had  to  come,  alone, 
freaked  us  out. 

Soon  we  heard  a  loud 
racket  from  outside  the  eleva¬ 
tor  doors.  The  hero  from  the 
fire  department  finally  came 
and  got  us  out.  It  was  much 
simpler  than  we  thought,  and 
luckily  we  were  only  about  a 
foot  down  from  the  second 
floor  and  just  had  to  step  up 
and  out.  Freedom!  We  rushed 
out  and  thanked  the  man. 

This  whole  incident  was 
interesting  and  slightly  differ¬ 
ent  from  what  I  usually  do,  but 
in  its  entirety  ...  well  ...  a 
learning  experience.  So,  be¬ 
ware,  don’t  even  think  of  mess¬ 
ing  around.  In  the  beginning  it 
might  seem  funny,  but  not 
when  you  have  to  sit  with  some 
wackos  in  a  tiny  locked  place 
for  a  while.  Then,  when  it  is 
over,  to  have  to  go  back  to  class 
and  get  questioned  by  your 
teacher  makes  the  event  com¬ 
plete.  So  seriously,  please,  do 
not  try  this  at  home! 


Connect  fivesies 


By  Olivia  Paquette,  V 

Staff  Writer 


Let’s  look  at  the  progress  the 
eighth  grade  Connections  program 
has  made  over  time.  From  its 
humble  beginnings  in  1991,  Con¬ 
nections  has  grown  to  become  a 
190-student  program  that  works 
closely  with  the  MFA  and  the 
Isabella  Stewart  Gardner  Museum 
to  oiganize  a  curriculum  rich  in  field 
trips,  presentations,  and  a  student 
interest  in  the  arts.  The  field  trips 
and  presentations  help  students 
make  connections  (what  else?)  be¬ 
tween  different  subjects  and  help 
enforce  a  new  theme  each  tenn.  In 
some  ways,  Connections  is  more 
than  just  a  curriculum;  it  is  a 
lifestyle. 

It  seems  only  fitting  that  the 
program  should  now  have  a  site  of 
its  own.  I  am  talking  about  the  Con¬ 
nections  homepage,  coming  soon 
as  a  new  addition  to  the  BLS  Web 
site. 


The  page  will  act  like  a  bulle¬ 
tin  board  for  Connections  students, 
a  place  for  teachers  to  post  assign¬ 
ments  and  announce  upcoming 
events,  and  a  place  for  students  to 
discuss  schoolwork  and  access  ad¬ 
ditional  material  for  research.  How¬ 
ever,  the  page  will  not  only  be 
geared  toward  Connections  stu¬ 
dents.  Parents  will  be  able  to  read 
about  special  events,  such  as  field 
trips,  that  are  happening  in  Connec¬ 


tions.  Sixies  will  also  be  able  to  read 
about  Connections,  so  that  they  will 
have  a  better  idea  of  what  it  really 
is  before  they  decide  to  enter  the 
program. 

Construction  of  the  Connec¬ 
tions  homepage  is  already  under¬ 
way,  thanks  to  the  hard  work  of 
eighth-grade  English  teacher  Mr. 
Sanford,  IT  Specialist  Ms.  Li,  par¬ 
ent  volunteers,  and  Connections 
student  Thomas  Tuttle.  However, 
they  are  still  looking  for  help  from 
anyone  with  experience  in  web  de¬ 
sign.  For  those  of  us  who  feel  we 
would  be  more  of  a  burden  than  a 
help  to  the  “construction  crew,” 
Connections  students  will  be  able 
to  post  their  writing  and  artwork  on 
the  page.  Weekly  meetings  are  be¬ 
ing  planned  where  students  can 
bring  their  ideas  and  complaints 
about  the  page,  and  submit  any 
work  they  wish  to  be  posted. 

If  all  goes  well,  construction 
of  the  page  should  be  completed  by 
the  beginning  ofTerm  V  Said  Tho¬ 
mas  Tuttle,  Y  “[It]  really  depends 
on  how  many  people  help  with  the 
site.  The  more  people,  the  faster  it 
gets  done!” 

If  you  would  like  to  help  build 
the  Connections  homepage  or  if 
you  want  to  contribute  writing  or 
artwork,  please  talk  to  Ms.  Li,  Mr. 
Sanford  or  Thomas  Tuttle  in 
homeroom  020.  Look  for  a  link  to 
the  Connections  homepage  from 
the  BLS  Web  site  in  early  May! 


In  me  mo  ri am:  Harry 


On  March  8,  Harry  V 
Keefe,  Jr.  ’39,  died  at  the  age 
of  79.  Mr.  Keefe’s  death  is  a 
great  loss  to  the  BLS 
community.  Mr.  Keefe  gave  us 
a  wonderful  place  to  study  and 
relax.  The  Harry  V  Keefe,  Jr. 
Library  Media  Center.  Just  last 
October,  Mr.  Keefe  visited  BLS 
for  the  dedication  of  this 
wonderful  new  facility. 
Anyone  who  met  him  at  the 
dedication  recognized  that  he 
was  a  sharp  dresser  and 


engaging  individual.  At  the 
ceremony,  he  described  his 
mother’s  influence  on  his 
attendance  at  BLS  and  on  his 
work  ethic  while  a  student.  He 
also  talked  about  his  after 
school  job  at  the  Fields  Corner 
branch  of  the  Boston  Public 
Library  and  his  recognition  of 
the  importance  of  a  library  for 
research  and  quiet  study.  As  a 
philanthropist  Harry  Keefe  was 
generous  and  loyal  to 
educational  institutions.  He 
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gave  money  to  Wheaton 
College,  his  wife’s  alma  mater, 
to  Amherst,  his  .own  alma 
mater,  and  to  BLS.  At  BLS  he 
funded  a  state-of-the-art  library. 
Harry  Keefe  knew  how 
fundamental  a  library  is  to  an 
education  and  wanted  BLS 
students  to  have  a  library  that 
rivals  that  of  any  private  high 
school. 

Mr.  Keefe  was  also 
loyal  to  his  country.  In  World 
War  II,  he  commanded  LCT 
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V.  Keefe,  Jr. 


555  at  Omaha  Beach  on  D-Day. 
Mr.  Keefe  started  his  own 
investment  firm,  Keefe, 
Bruyette  and  Woods,  in  1962 
with  eight  employees  and 
$50,000  in  capital.  When  he 
left  the  firm  in  1989,  the  firm 
had  180  employees  and  $83 
million  in  capital.  The  firm  was 
a  pioneer  in  the  field  of 
investing  in  banks.  Keefe  lost 
many  old  friends  in  the 
September  1 1  terrorist  attack. 
The  New  York  offices  of  KBW 


were  located  on  the  89th  floor 
of  Tower  Two  of  the  World 
Trade  Center  Complex.  One 
hundred  and  seventeen  KBW 
employees  worked  in  Tower 
Two.  Sixty-seven  perished  in 
the  attacks. 

Throughout  his  life,  Mr. 
Keefe  never  lost  sight  of  where 
he  had  come  from  and  who  had 
assisted  him.  He  believed  in 
giving  back  to  them.  He  will 
be  missed. 


Articles  and  letters  to  the  editor  should  be  e-mailed  to 
argo@blsargo.org,  given  to  Celia  Ho  ( 1 1 8)  or  deposited  in  the  Argo 
basket  in  the  Main  Office. 
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Petere  Veritatem 

The  Argo  strives,  in  accordance 
with  the  highest  standards  of 
journalism,  to  inform  and 
inspire  its  readers,  to  provide  a 
forum  for  constructive  debate, 
and  to  foster  understanding 
among  all  members  of  the 
Boston  Latin  School 
community. 
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By  Meredith  Garry,  III 

Staff  Writer 


AIDS.  For  many 
teenagers  and  adults  in  the 
United  States,  AIDS  is  a 
frightening  word.  Chances  are 
that  you  either  know  or  know 
of  someone  who  has  AIDS  or 
the  virus  which  causes  it,  HIV. 
Although  AIDS  was  discovered 
more  than  20  years  ago,  there 
are  still  lingering 
misconceptions  about  the 
disease.  There  are  still  people 
who  view  AIDS  as  a  disease 
that  only  affects  gay  people  or 
drug  addicts.  The  truth  is, 
however,  that  AIDS  is  a  global 
issue.  People  of  every  color, 
religion,  age,  sexuality,  and 
economic  background  are 
forced  to  deal  with  AIDS.  There 
is  no  cure,  and  the  most 
effective  way  to  prevent  it  is 
through  education.  Even  in  the 
BLS  community,  many 
students  surveyed  admitted 
they  knew  little  about  the  global 
AIDS  crisis.  Many  believe  that 
AIDS  does  not  affect  them. 


-  News 

Globalo 

AIDS 


Unfortunately,  AIDS  has  the 
potential  to  affect  everyone- 
and  the  less  we  do  to  fight  it, 
the  more  chances  it  has  to  harm. 
Most  students  reported  that 
they  would  talk  about  AIDS  to 
many  people-except  their 
parents.  This  awareness  is 
helping  to  fight  the  spread  of 
AIDS.  Unfortunately,  there  are 
many  aspects  of  the  disease  and 
it’s  global  consequences  that 
the  average  American  is 
unaware  of  due  to  low  media 
coverage  or  lack  of  interest. 

One  of  the  most 
horrific  issues  regarding  AIDS 
is  “the  myth.”  Many  people 
living  with  AIDS  in  various 
regions  of  Africa  believe  in  a 
popular  myth  that  sleeping  with 
a  very  young  child  or  virgin  will 
cure  HIV.  As  a  result,  children 
and  infants  as  young  as  five 
months  old  are  being  raped  by 
family  members  or  neighbors  in 
a  desperate  attempt  to  get  rid  of 
HIV.  There  is  no  cure  for  HIV 
or  AIDS.  Many  of  the  young 
rape  victims  are  in  turn  infected 
with  the  virus.  The  anti¬ 


retroviral  drugs  used  to  combat 
the  transmission  of  the  disease 
must  be  administered  within  a 
few  days 
after  the 
sexual 
contact. 

These  drugs 
are 
somewhat 
expensive, 
and  the 
president  of 
South  Africa,  Thabo  Mbeki, 
continues  to  question  that  the 
HIV  virus  leads  to  AIDS.  Thus, 
he  will  not  provide  funding  for 
these  drugs.  In  December  of 
2001,  AIDS  campaigners  and 
pediatricians  sued  the  South 
African  government  for  failing 
to  administer  Neviripine,  an 
anti-retroviral  drug,  to  mothers 
during  childbirth.  According  to 
PCUSA  News,  Boehringer 
Ingelheim,  a  German 
pharmaceutical  company, 
offered  to  distribute  it  free  in 
South  Africa-but  the 
government  has  only  licensed 
a  few  pilot  sites.  An  Anglican 


archbishop,  Njongonkulu 
Ndungane,  who  lives  in  Cape 
Town,  South  Africa,  has 
become  a  very 
public  opponent  of 
Mbeki  and  the 
government  he 
leads.  Quoted  in 
PCUSA  News,  the 
archbishop  said, 
“There  are  still 
those  who  believe 
that  the  admission 
of  being  HIV  positive  is  to 
admit  that  Africans  are 
uniquely  diseased,  more  so  than 
the  rest  of  the  human  race  ... 
these  mistaken  beliefs  are 
sickening  and  tragic  for  they 
make  a  mockery  of  science  and 
learning.  They  play  strangely 
into  the  myth  that  Africans  are 
less  able  than  the  rest  of  the 
world.” 

More  than  20  million  people 
worldwide  have  died  as  a  result 
of  AIDS  since  the  beginning  of 
the  epidemic.  UNAIDS 
estimates  than  in  2001  alone,  5 
million  people  became  infected 
with  HIV.  These  numbers  are 


These  numbers  are 
alarming,  and  only 
education  and  further 
availablity  of  drugscan 
start  to  bring  these 
statistics  down. 
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alarming,  and  only  education 
and  further  availability  of  drugs 
can  start  to  bring  these  statistics 
down.  Not  all  statistics  are  bad, 
however.  According  to 
avert.org,  Uganda  has  brought 
its  estimated  prevalence  rate  of 
HIV/AIDS  down  from  14 
percent  to  eight  percent  since 
the  early  ‘90, s  -and  Zambia 
may  be  following  these  trends. 
AIDS  is  entirely  a  global  issue. 
40  million  people  around  the 
globe  are  living  with  HIV  or 
AIDS.  And  here  in  the  teenage 
community  in  the  United  States 
in  the  end  of  December  2000, 
5,579  teenagers  had  contracted 
HIV  and  4,60 1  were  diagnosed 
with  AIDS.  These  statistics  are 
only  a  small  part  of  a 
worldwide  pandemic  -  besides 
the  huge  issue  of  healthcare, 
there  are  still  many  facets  to  the 
issue  that  remain  to  be 
addressed-such  as  social 
ramifications,  economic  issues, 
and  awareness.  Faced  with  all 
of  these  facts,  we  as  a  global 
community  must  come  together 
to  eliminate  this  pandemic. 


PregK§ffi?y  &  STDs 


Vital  Stats 


•  In  2000,  1,026  people  in  Boston  died  from  AIDS 

•  5,274  died  in  New  York  from  AIDS  in  2000 

•  Through  December  2000,  5,579  United  States  teens  ages  13-19  were  diagnosed  with  HIV 

•  Through  December  2000,  8,834  people  ages  15-24  died  from  AIDS. 

•  2.4  Million  adults  in  the  world  died  from  AIDS  in  200 1 . 

•  About  half  of  the  people  who  are  diagnosed  with  HIV  aquired  it  before  they  turned  25. 

•  In  the  year  2001  3.4  million  Sub-Saharan  Africans  were  infected  with  HIV 

All  of  these  statistics  were  taken  from  http://Avert.org.  For  more  information  about  AIDS  and 
HIV  awareness  check  out  the  Website. 

What  are  you  doing  in  your 
health  class? 


By  Gretchen  Guo,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


Drug  awareness  is  a  topic 
we  are  supposed  to  learn  in 
health  classes.  Although  a  lot  of 
students  in  the  school  have 
“health”  on  their  schedules,  not 
many  have  ever  received  a  real 
health  education.  Depending 
on  their  gym  teacher,  some 
students  watch  educational 
movies  while  others  just  have 
studies.  While  many  students 
are  content  with  having  a  study, 
some  concerns  are  being  raised 
about  what  they  are  supposed 
to  learn  in  these  health  classes. 

Health  is  listed  as  a 
diploma  requirement  and  is 
supposed  to  be  taught  in  8th  and 
10th  grades.  The  curriculum 
created  by  the  Boston  Public 
Schools  for  eighth  grade 
students  includes  personal 
health,  systems,  drugs,  and  sex. 


The  10th  grade  curriculum 
includes  personality,  nutrition, 
physical  fitness,  drugs,  disease, 
environmental  health,  and  sex. 
Each  school  decides  the  order 
in  which  different  topics  are 
covered.  Various  schools 
decide  to  place  emphasis  on 
topics  that  fit  well  into  their 
respective  agendas. 

Some  students  believe 
that  two  or  three  years  of  health 
class  should  be  required  in  high 
school,  and  all  the  basics  such 
as  safety  issues,  the  different 
drugs,  diseases,  and  sex 
education  should  be  discussed 
in  class  to  a  certain  extent. 
Many  students  express  concern 
that  they  would  not  know  what 
to  do  in  an  emergency  situaton, 
which  is  something  they  could 
learn  about  in  health. 
Suggestions  have  been  made 
for  better-quality  videos,  more 
guest  speakers,  and  relaxation 


exercises  such  as  yoga  to  make 
the  classes  more  interesting. 
Other  students  feel  that  there 
should  be  no  health  classes 
because  all  the  information 
given  is  already  basically 
known.  These  students  consider 
health  classes  to  be  a  waste  of 
time  and  a  waste  of  funding. 

So  what  is  the  role  of 
health  education?  Is  it  really 
completely  unessential?  If  all 
the  information  is  already 
known,  why  are  cases  of 
students  incapable  of  dealing 
with  their  stress  or  emotions 
heard  so  often?  Or  why  are 
there  students  drinking, 
smoking  and  abusing  drugs? 
Maybe  some  topics  are  passed 
over,  or  maybe  the  information 
is  just  not  getting  across. 
However,  one  thing  should  be 
certain:  everyone  should  get 
instruction  as  to  how  to  lead 
healthy  lives. 


By  Trude  Raizen,  IV 

Staff  Writer 


This  year  four  million  high 
school  students  will  contract  a 
sexually  transmitted  disease. 
One  out  of  every  eight  people 
will  contract  a  STD  during  their 
teenage  years.  Almost  two- 
thirds  of  the  people  living  with 
HIV  are  below  the  age  of 
twenty.  About  one  million 
teenagers  get  pregnant  each 
year.  Yet  when  asked  in  a 
recent  study,  only  58  percent  of 
high  school  students  claimed  to 
have  used  a  condom  the  last 
time  they  engaged  in 
intercourse,  but  only  one 
quarter  of  teenagers  who  are 
sexually  active  get  tested  for 
STDs. 

Children  and  teenagers  are 
constantly  bombarded  by 
sexual  imagery  and  references. 
According  to  http:// 
www.msn.com,  one-third  of 
high  school  freshmen  and  two- 
thirds  of  high  school  seniors  are 
not  virgins.  Yet  in  many 
American  schools  the  policy  on 
sex  education  is  simply  to 
encourage  abstinence. 

Under  the  Clinton 
administration  a  bill  was  passed 
doubling  the  funding  for 
schools  that  teach  this  and  do 
not  provide  information  about 
safe  sex,  STDs,  or  pregnancy. 


The  Hickman  Brown  Research 
Institute  has  found  that  89 
percent  of  Americans  support 
school-based  sex  education 
focused  on  safe  sex. 

Schools  are  worried  that 
by  doing  this  they  will  be 
encouraging  students  to  have 
sex.  Studies,  however,  have 
found  the  opposite.  A  number 
of  organizations,  including 
Planned  Parenthood  and  the 
World  Health  Organization, 
have  concluded  that  there  is  no 
evidence  of  increased  sexual 
activity  by  students  whose 
schools  teach  them  about  safe 
sex.  The  European  Studies 
Institute  conducted  an 
international  survey  and  in  the 
Netherlands  the  average  age 
that  people  lose  their  virginity 
is  1 7,  in  Germany  it  is  1 6.2,  and 
in  France  it  is  16.8.  These 
counties  all  make  protection 
available  and  have  instituted 
sex  education  programs  in  their 
schools  that  educate  students 
about  STDs  and  pregnancy  in 
an  open  manner.  In  the  United 
States,  where  this  is  not  done, 
teenagers  have  sex  for  the  first 
time  at  an  average  age  of  1 5.8. 

For  information  about  safe 
sex,  pregnancy,  STDs, 
sexuality,  and  any  other  related 
issues,  visit  http:// 
www.teensexuality.org. 
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Feminism: 

the  double-edged  sword 


(continued  from  page  1) 
angle  in  a  right  triangle  is 
called,  Mr.  Keitt  made  several 
mumbling  sounds  as  he 
struggled  to  come  up  with  an 
answer  before  time  ran  out.  The 
crowd  burst  into  simultaneous 
laughter  and  jeering.  A 
preliminary  investigation 
conducted  by  this  newspaper 
has  found  that  Mr.  Keitt  has  a 
B.S.  in  mathematics.  He  used 
to  be  both  a  math  teacher  and 
Senior  Advisor.  From  this  point 
forward,  he  shall  be  known 
only  as  Senior  Advisor. 

Finally,  Mr.  Izzo  stepped 
up  and  soon  left  the  microphone 
in  shame  as  he  failed  to 
recognize  Izzo  as  the  word 
which  completes  the  phrase  “H 
to  the  . . .”  in  Jay-Z’s  song.  Mrs. 
Skerritt  interjected  in  disbelief, 
“How  do  you  justify  not 
knowing  your  own  name?” 
Still,  he  was  spared  in  the  wake 
of  Mr.  Keitt ’s  great  blunder.  Mr. 
Martin  was  also  excused 
because  he  once  had  Mr.  Keitt 
for  his  sixie  math  teacher, 


which  forever  clouded  his 
mind. 

The  next  rounds  flew  by, 
yielding  more  memorable 
moments.  At  one  point,  Mrs. 
Greaves  successfully  identified 
a  Playboy  centerfold  from  five 
decades  ago.  On  the  verge  of 
elimination,  Mr.  Aversa  saved 
himself  by  touting  his  fashion 
sense.  Suspend  him,  please.  In 
the  same  sequence,  Mr. 
Montague  had  to  identify  the 
second  book  of  the  Old 
Testament,  which  he  could  not 
do.  Mrs.  Skerritt  then  told  him 
that  he  needed  to  “take  an 
Exodus.”  The  subsequent 
questions  were  ridiculously 
absurd.  Although  the  audience 
sympathized  with  their  teachers 
(rumors  of  their  receiving  extra 
credit  for  attendance  have  been 
thoroughly  erased),  the  hostess 
showed  no  commiseration, 
inquiring  facetiously,  “Whose 
brain  took  the  charter  bus  home 
today?”  and  “Who  deserves  a 
misdemeanor  for  lack  of 
effort?” 


Apparently,  Mr.  Montague 
did.  He  actually  claimed,  with 
some  confidence,  that  water  is 
a  gas.  You  can  guess  how  much 
longer  he  lasted.  Eventually  the 
contestants  were  whittled  down 
to  two  History  Department 
representatives:  Ms.  Freeman, 
who  was  still  perfect  to  this 
point,  and  Ms.  Chi,  who  was 
still  not  paying  any  attention  to 
the  game  show  to  this  point. 

Soon,  the  step  squad 
grabbed  everyone’s  attention. 
Final  feud.  In  the  end,  Ms. 
Freeman  went  home  victorious 
after  her  triumph  over  Ms.  Chi 
in  the  final  round. 

The  First  Annual  Faculty 
Weakest  Link  turned  out  to  be 
a  success.  The  step  squad  was 
able  to  raise  $600  through  the 
price  of  tickets;  but  sadly  could 
only  afford  new  squad  pants. 
Throughout  the  event,  the 
audience  was  both  supportive 
and  entertained.  As  a  result,  the 
Faculty  Weakest  Link  will  be 
held  annually  in  the  years  to 
come. 


By  Eleni  Gaveras,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


Feminism  is  a  cause  that 
has  sprouted  a  generous 
number  of  groups  both  in 
school  and  on  the  national  level. 
This  moving  force  has  left  us 
with  the  question,  “Where  do 
the  males  fit  in?”  The  ever- 
increasing  trend  of  female 
dominance  in  academics  is 
shown  in  the  population  of 
Boston  Latin  School  in  the  past 
couple  of  years.  The  school,  as 
of  now,  is  58  percent  female,  42 
percent  male. 

There  is  an  over¬ 
abundance  of  females,  from 
A.P.  and  honors  classes  to  the 
plethora  of  females  in  the 
National  Honor  Society.  In  the 
year  2000,  in  English  Honors 
classes  for  both  tenth  and 
eleventh  grades,  males  made  up 
only  38  percent  of  the  classes. 
The  percentage  of  males 
continues  to  go  down  when  it 
comes  to  foreign  languages.  In 
A.P.  history  classes  you  have  to 
look  hard  to  find  a  male  face  in 
a  sea  of  females.  In  those 
classes  there  are  62  males 
compared  to  155  females. 
However,  when  it  comes  to 


math  and  science,  the 
percentage  is  an  even  50-50.  It 
seems  males  are  pushed  toward 
math  and  sciences.  Since  this  is 
a  classical  school,  a  large  focus 
on  language,  do  males  really 
get  a  fair  shot  when  it  comes  to 
rank  and  comparative  grade 
point  average?  The  National 
Honor  Society  is  12  percent 
male! 

Why  this  trend  in  the  lack 
of  males  performing  at  the  high 
academic  levels?  Is  the  rising 
fight  for  female  equal  equality 
leaving  males  in  the  dust?  In 
elementary  school  there  are 
female  oriented  programs  to 
make  females  feel  more 
comfortable  at  school.  Is  there 
this  type  of  support  for  males? 
Or  are  teachers  afraid  to  be 
branded  sexists  and  pay  more 
attention  to  females?  Is  there 
still  the  stereotype  of  girls  being 
made  of  “sugar  and  spice,  and 
everything  nice”  while  boys  are 
made  of  “turtles  and  snails  and 
puppy  dog  tails”?  This  is  not 
only  discriminating  to  females, 
but  to  males  as  well.  Sexism 
in  education  is  a  double-edged 
sword;  if  you  lean  too  much  in 
one  direction,  you  fall  onto  the 
other  edge. 


Dangerous 

Beginnings: 

The  startling  reality  of  teen  dating  violence 


By  Rebecca  Greening,  II 

Staff  Writer 


Teen  Dating  violence  is  an 
issue  that  has  become  gradually 
become  publicized  as  “an 
epidemic”  for  our  generation. 
New  found  awareness  to  this 
issue  that  has  long  been  kept 
quiet  or  considered  trivial  has 
resulted  in  a  recent  Oprah 
installment  along  with  a  Liz 
Claiborne  sponsored  Web  site 
providing  clear  advice,  a  useful 
handbook,  and  “love  is  not 
abuse”  apparel. 

Massachusetts  has  become 
one  of  the  first  states  to  address 
teen  dating  violence  as  a  serious 
issue.  Since  1986  The  Dating 
Violence  Intervention  Project,  a 
product  of  collaboration 
between  Cambridge’s  Transition 
House  and  Emerge,  an 
intervention  program  for  violent 
and  abusive  men.  has  been 
providing  area  teens  with 


preventative  education  to  stop 
the  reoccurrence  of  dating  abuse. 
Other  programs  include 
Northastern’s  Mentors  in 
Violence  Prevention  program, 
which  is  aimed  towards  the 
education  of  student  athletes  and 
leaders  to  aid  in  solving  abuse 
issues. 

The  statistics  for  adult 
domestic  violence  are  widely 
publicized  but  the  root  of  these 
statistics  can  be  seen  in  where 
violence  beings,  in  the  even  more 
staggering  rates  of  teen  dating 
violence.  Four  out  of  every  10 
teens  experience  abuse  in  a 
relationship. 

Although  adult  influence  is 
key  in  intervention  and  support, 
peer  influence  is  one  of  the  most 
accessible  ways  to  help.  Friends 
play  an  important  role  in  the  lives 
of  dating  abuse  victims.  Being 
that  friend  can  be  an  intensely 
complicated  situation  but  it  also 
is  very  important  to  know  the 


best  ways  one  can  help  a  friend 
in  need.  Maintaining  the 
connection  with  the  victim  can 
counteract  the  efforts  of  the 
abuser  to  isolate  the  victim  and 
make  them  totally  emotionally 
dependent  on  the  abuser.  This  is 
particularly  dangreous  because 
girls  in  abusive  relationships  are 
8  times  more  likely  to  commit 
suicide.  However  if  one  acts  as  a 
judgmental  friend  and  forces 
ultimatums  upon  the  victim  it 
will  just  push  them  closer  to  the 
abuser. 

Teenage  dating  violence  is 
a  breeding  ground  for 
establishing  patterns  of  abusive 
behavior.  It  also  perpetuates  a 
cycle  of  acceptance  in  the  victim, 
which  can  precipitate  into 
unawareness  of  the  signs  of 
domestic  abuse.  Awareness  and 
preventative  education  are  the 
primary  keys  to  ending  teen 
dating  abuse. 


'  \ 

Signs  of  an  Abusive  Partner 

•  Wants  to  get  serious  quickly  and  won't  take  no  for  an  answer 

•  Is  jealous  and  possessive 

•  Demands  to  know  whereabouts  at  all  times  by  constantly  calling  or  paging 

•  Won't  let  you  see  your  friends,  especially  if  the  friend  is  of  the  opposite  sex 

•  Won't  accept  breaking  up 

•  Uses  guilt  trips  like  "If  vou  really  loved  me  you  would..." 

•  Forcefully  pressures  you  for  sex 

•  Blames  you  when  they  mistreat  you 

•  Always  blames  past  relationship  failures  on  other  person 

•  Has  a  history  of  fighting,  losing  his/her  temper  quickly 

•  Tells  you  that  you  are  nothing  without  them 

n _ : _ : _  _ z 


•  • 


Nearly  80  percent  of 
girls  who  have  been 
physically  abused  in 
their  relationship 

continue  to  date  their 
abuser. 

One  in  four  girls  has 
experienced  an  abusive 
relationship,  twice  the 
number  of  six  years 
ago. 

Thirty  percent  of 
Massachusetts  female 
homicide  victims  ages 
15-19  are  murdered 
by  a  boyfriend  or 
husband. 


Warning  Signs  that 
Indicate  a  Victim  of 
Dating  Abuse 

•  Sudden  changes  in  mood  or 
personality 

•  Becoming  anxious  or 
depressed 

•  Being  very  secretive 

•  Difficulty  making  decisions 

•  Failing  grades  or  dropping 
out  of  school  activities 

•  Lowered  self  esteem 

•  Avoiding  friends 

•  Inability  to  follow  through 
with  goals 

•  Constantly  thinking  about 
partner 

•  Takes  responsibility  for 
abuser’s  behavior 

•  Bruises,  scratches,  or  other 
signs  of  injury 

•  Denial  or  minimization  of 
abuse 

V _ 


•  •  # 

Where  to  find  help  and  information  on  •. 

Teen  Dating  Violence  *• 

< 

National  Domestic  Violence  Hotline 

http:/ /www.loveisnotabuse.com 

http:/ / www.menovercomingviolence.org 

Our  own  BLS  school  nurses  or  guidance  counselors^  •  * 
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The  sweetest  deal 

The  monopoly  game 


By  Greg  Halloran,  II 

Contributing  Writer 

This  past  December, 
the  University  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  decided  to  raise  tuition 
at  all  five  of  its  campuses.  On 
average  the  hike  will  be  $366 
for  tuition  and  student  fees.  At 
it’s  UMass  Amherst  campus, 
the  university’s  largest  campus, 
and  the  one  where  most  Boston 


This  latest  hike 
could  make  a  big 
difference  for  many 
students  deciding 
whether  or  not  to  go 
to  college  at  all. 


Latin  alumni  who  choose  to  go 
to  a  state  university  are  headed, 
has  raised  its  tuition  and  fees  by 
$495.  Tuition  and  fees  that 
averaged  $4,681  last  semester 
now  average  $5,047,  an 


increase  of  7.8  percent.  For 
many  students  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  the  state  universities 
are  the  only  economically 
feasible  choice  for  college.  This 
latest  hike  could  make  a  big 
difference  for  many  students 
deciding  whether  or  not  to  go 
to  college  at  all. 

University  President 
William  Bulger  has  responded 
by  citing  that  nationwide  four- 
year  public  universities’  tuition 
and  fees  have  risen  by  34 
percent  since  the  last  time  that 
UMass  raised  its  tuition  five 
years  ago.  Suddenly  7.8  precent 
doesn’t  seem  like  all  that  much. 
Bulger  said,  “We  are  not  eager 
to  take  this  step,”  but  explained 
that  the  state  budget  has  allotted 
$25.5  million  less  to  UMass 
than  it  did  last  year,  forcing  the 
tuition  and  fees  up.  The  changes 
will  take  place  at  the  Amherst, 
Boston,  Worcester,  and  Lowell 
campuses  this  spring  semester 
and  will  be  in  effect  at  the 
Dartmouth  campus  in  the  fall. 


By  Leanne  Gaffney,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


At  nine  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  I  sit  in  room  130  and 
wonder  what  has  gone  wrong 
with  my  life.  The  problem  is 
not  that  I  am  at  school,  but 
rather  that  it  is  Saturday.  What 
I  am  doing?  Summit 
Educational  Group  SAT  prep. 
Whether  the  SAT  is  a  distant 
item  on  your  to-do  list,  a  reality 
that  faces  you  this  March,  May 
or  October  as  a  junior,  a  bad 
memory,  or  a  part  of  your  senior 
experience  that  you  would 
rather  forget,  the  SAT  lives.  It 
is  growing  and  spreading  its 
seeds,  sprouting  a  wealth  of 
SAT  prep  classes,  private  tutors, 
books,  and  CD-ROMs.  What  is 
the  big  deal?  College.  The  SAT 
is  an  important  part  of  college 
admissions,  and  there  is  little 
fun  to  be  had  in  playing  this 
game. 

The  part  that  is  most 
disturbing  about  this  game  is 
that  it  has  little  to  do  with 
college  and  a  lot  more  to  do 
with  another  prominent  “c” 
word:  capitalism.  The  College 


Board,  which  regulates  all  SAT, 
SAT  II’s,  PS  AT,  and 
(Advanced  Placement)  testing 
and  scoring,  is  making  millions 
off  our  financial  misery. 
According  to  the  College 
Board’s  2001  Annual  Report, 
over  two  million  students  took 
the  SAT  last  year  at  $25  a  pop. 


What’s 
the  big 
deal? 
College. 


If  my  math  is  correct  that’s 
about  ...  $50,000,000!  Not  a 
bad  yearly  income,  considering 
that  the  SAT  II  subject  tests’ 
costs  ranged  from  $6  to  $  1 1 ,  in 
addition  to  the  $14  “basic” 
registration  fee,  as  well  as  all 
the  other  tests  and  registration 
fees.  While  the  College  Board 
report  also  states  that  200,000 
students  received  fee  waivers  as 
financial  aid  in  2001,  that  still 


leaves  them  with  $45,000,000 
or  more  on  SAT  fees  alone. 

Why  aren’t  people  up 
in  arms?  Where  are  the 
protesters  and  the  organized 
marches?  Good  question,  but 
the  College  Board  is  just  as 
careful  at  checkingtheir  work  as 
those  who  score  a  perfect  1 600 
on  the  SAT.  The  College  Board 
knows  this  game  better  than 
anyone  else.  Founded  in  1900, 
the  College  Board  has  long 
ensured  its  position  as  the 
master  of  testing  and  legal 
monopolies  because  the  only 
way  to  ensure  fair  and  honest 
results  is  to  have  one  board 
distribute  all  the  scores.  Quite 
a  feat  for  them,  but  still  a 
travesty  for  us.  So  now  for  the 
obvious  question:  If  I  know  all 
this,  why  do  I  torture  myself 
every  Saturday  morning  and 
bow  to  the  College  Board  and 
its  notorious  SAT? 
Unfortunately,  the  College 
Board  still  holds  the  reins  of  the 
college  sleigh,  and  I  want  to 
ride  right  over  the  hill  into 
Brown. 


Changing  attitudes 

toward  the  military 


By  Joshua  Stuart-Shor, 

II 

Contributing  Writer 


Before  the  days  of  the 
“War  on  Terrorism,”  dying  in 
Afghanistan,  fear  of  planes 
plummeting  from  the  sky,  and 
unprecedented  security  within 
our  country,  high  school  seniors 
around  the  nation  were  intent 
on  the  hunt  for  college 
acceptance.  During  these  days 
of  blissful  ignorance,  when 
global  events  passed  us  by  with 
little,  if  any,  impact  on  our  daily 
routines,  people  looked  at 
military  service  as  an 
undesirable  option.  Post- 
Vietnam  war  wariness  of  the 
government  and  military 
permeated  the  student  culture. 
Who  wanted  to  join  a  military 
that  was  mistrusted?  National 
security  also  seemed  a  remote 
concern  at  the  time.  Also,  in 
the  eyes  of  the  majority  of 
generation  Y,  the  United  States 
military  was  an  option  for  those 
who  had  little  going  for  them. 

This  was  before 
Septem-ber  11,  2001.  When 


the  commercial  airliners 
collided  with  the  World  Trade 
Center  and  the  Pentagon, 
symbols  of  economic  and 
national  security,  the  buildings 
came  crashing  down  along  with 
our  former  ideas  about  the 
meaning  of  military  service. 
Department  of  Defense  records 
indicate  that  between 
September  of  2001  and  early 
January  2002,  there  has  been  an 
1 1  percent  increase  in  military 
recruiting  and  a  two  percent 
increase  in  the  overall  strength 
of  the  United  States  military. 
Junior  Caitlyn  Zeller  notes, 
“The  9/1 1  attack  has  created  a 
revival  of  patriotic  ideals,  ideals 
that  are  overwhelmingly 
supported  by  generation  Y.  I 
think  there  will  be  a  greater 
flow  towards  military  service  as 
this  generation’s  high 
schoolers  enter  college  and  the 
workforce.”  The  renewal  of 
patriotic  ideals  has  manifested 
itself  in  the  past  few  months 
within  our  school  and  around 
the  nation.  Youths  around  the 
nation  and  within  BLS  have 
donated  money  to  the  numerous 


9/1 1  charities  and  many  carried 
American  flags  or 
representative  symbols  of  their 
patriotism  on  their  backpacks 
and  schoolbags.  With  the 
exception  of  Pearl  Harbor,  the 
United  States  has  never  been  so 
blatantly  attacked  on  its  own 
soil;  and  never  in  the  history  of 
our  country  have  so  many 
civilians  been  killed  in  one  act 
of  mass  destruction.  Vietnam 
era  distrust  of  the  government 
and  military  gave  way  to 
support  of  our  leadership  and 
the  preservation  of  freedom. 
That  has  pulled  our  school  and 
nation  together  and 
strengthened  our  sense  of  unity 
and  common  purpose.  Class 
of  2001  BLS  graduate  and 
current  United  States  Marine 
T.J  Hannon  says  “  I’d  say  about 
1  percent  join  due  to  patriotic 
duty.  Others  join  for  many 
other  reasons,  like  for  the 
uniform,  to  say  they  are  a 
marine  or  in  the  marines,  for  the 
training,  to  prove  something  to 
themselves  or  others,  etc.  but 
for  some  people  I  guess  that 
[their  reason  for  joining]  did 


change  after  9/1 1.” 

Boston  Latin  is  no 
different  from  the  rest  of  the 
country.  After  9/1 1,  students 
grieved  and  made  their 
opinions  clear,  while  several 
members  of  the  BLS  class  of 
2001  were  in  military  training, 
this  added  to  the  feeling  of 
striking  home. 

BLS  is  not  a  school 
that  has  shrugged  off  its 
military  duty.  In  every  modern 
war  we  have  lost  alumni  and  to 
this  day  we  continue  to  have 
students  join  the  military  to 
serve  their  county,  foregoing 
college  for  a  few  years.  The 
events  of  the  past  year  have 
increased  interest  in  joining  the 
military  and  of  several  students 
asked  if  the  terrorist  attacks 
have  changed  their  perspective 
on  joining  the  military,  the 
majority  said  yes.  Sophmore 
Anthony  Poulas,  says,  “I  think 
that  the  army  is  fighting  for  the 
freedom  of  America  and  that  is 
something  I  would  like  to  be  a 
part  of.”  Poulas  admits  that  is 
not  how  he  felt  before 
September  1 1 . 


Page  6 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


News 

Out  of  sight 

out  of  mind 

Since  the  School  Site  Council  decided  to  drop  rank 
from  student  transcripts  starting  with  the  class  of 2003, 
there  has  been  much  speculation  and  angst  over  the 
“ghost”  of  class  rank  and  its  ramifications  toward 
college  admissions  and  prize  decisions.  The  Argo 
investigated  this  controversial  matter,  consulted  with 
some  experts  and  is  here  to  dispel  some  running 
rumors.  Here  is  the  story. 


By  Jaqueline  Gallagher,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


The  graduating  class  of 
2002  at  Boston  Latin  School 
will  be  the  last  class  to  receive 
a  class  rank.  Last  year,  Boston 
Latin  decided  to  do  away  with 
class  rank,  and  the  class  of 2003 
is  the  first  class  that  will  not 
receive  a  rank.  Formerly,  class 
rank  was  based  on  an 
accumulation  of  points,  and  a 
rank  was  distributed  four  times: 
the  end  of  sophomore  year,  the 
end  of  junior  year,  the  middle 
of  senior  year,  and  the  end  of 
senior  year.  Students  and 
parents  alike  became  concerned 
that  a  class  rank  was  too 
competitive,  and  provided  an 
unnecessary  and  unhealthy 
sense  of  competition  for 
students.  Thus,  there  is  now  no 
more  class  rank. 

But  this  abolition  of  rank 
has  many  students  wondering 
how  the  administration 
determines  the  candidates  for 
National  Honor  Society,  as  well 
as  who  will  receive  prizes  on 
Prize  Night.  Ms.  Shevlin,  the 
Faculty  Advisor  of  National 
Honor  Society,  reveals  that  the 
removal  of  class  rank  has  little 
impact  on  the  selection  of 
students  for  National  Honors 
Society  candidacy.  Formerly, 
she  would  receive  a  list  of 
approximately  the  top  70 
scholars  of  a  particular  class. 
Without  class  rank,  Ms.  Shevlin 
states,  “All  1  do  is  ask  Mr. 
Bunker  for  a  list  of  the  top  20 
percent  of  the  class.  1  receive 
the  list  of  students,  in 
alphabetical  order.  There  is 
usually  a  GPA  cut-off  point,  and 
we  usually  invite  about  70 
students.”  According  to  Ms. 
Shevlin,  the  GPA  cut-off  point 
may  be  higher  or  lower 
depending  on  the  quality  of 
work  of  a  class. 

Likewise,  Dr.  Carroll,  who 
selects  recipients  for  Prize 
Night,  does  not  rely  on  class 
rank  to  determine  designation 
of  prizes.  When  asked  whether 
or  not  rank  affects  the  prizes. 
Dr.  Carroll  replied.  “No,  it’s  not 
a  factor  in  terms  of  prizes.  A 
student’s  GPA  will  suffice.  ... 
Rank  does  not  identify  who 
receives  the  prizes.”  There  are 


two  types  of  prizes:  merit-based 
prizes  and  a  need-based  prizes. 
According  to  Dr.  Carroll, 
“Ninety  percent  of  students 
receive  prizes  on  Prize  Night; 
there  is  no  line  drawn  in  the 
sand  as  to  what  a  student  can 
or  cannot  receive.  It  is  based 
purely  on  an  individual’s  merit 
for  a  particular  prize.” 

Students  are  still  confused 
about  class  rank.  Most  are 
content  that  their  achievements 
will  no  longer  be  enumerated 
in  a  list.  But  some  wonder  about 
colleges  that  only  look  at  the 
top  1 0  percent  of  any  particular 
school.  What  does  a  college  do 
if  it  does  not  have  access  to  a 
school’s  rank?  And,  as  Ms. 
Shevlin  notes,  during  the  spring 
induction  of  members  of  NHS, 
the  top  four  juniors  are  invited 
to  speak.  How  will  these  elite 
four  be  identified  without  class 
rank?  The  same  goes  for  the 
Book  Prizes  on  Prize  Night,  the 
candidates  of  which  were 
formerly  selected  by  class  rank. 
Mr.  Montague  insists  that  there 
is  no  class  rank  anywhere,  that 
numbers  are  never  assigned  to 
students.  But  many  are  unsure. 
Would  the  school  calculate  only 
the  top  five  to  determine  who 
will  speak  as  valedictorian  or 
at  the  NHS  induction?  One 
student  confides,  “Of  course 
there’s  still  a  rank  somewhere; 
there  has  to  be.  The 
administration  just  isn't  telling 
us  what  number  we  are.” 

Needless  to  say,  whether 
students  are  given  a  rank  or  not, 
the  presence  of  a  rank  and  its 
implications  are  not  completely 
eradicated  from  student’s 
minds.  Many  wonder  how  their 
GPA  stacks  up  with  the  rest  of 
their  class.  On  one  side,  a 
student  is  glad  not  to  be  branded 
with  a  number  that  may  or  may 
not  be  a  reflection  of  his  or  her 
achievements.  On  the  other,  the 
student’s  sense  of  competition 
that  makes  BLS  so 
distinguished  has  him  or  her 
itching  to  know  how  they 
compare  to  their  class. 

Either  way,  the  ghost  of 
class  rank  still  haunts  some,  and 
it  may  take  a  few  years  for 
students’  suspicions  of  an 
invisible  rank  to  be  laid  to  rest. 
In  the  meantime,  who  is  Mr. 
Bunker? 


Facing  D.C. 


(continued  from  page  1) 

pieces  of  synagogues  destroyed 
on  Kristallnacht,  the  milk  can 
that  stored  priceless  ghetto 
documents,  and  a  field  of  shoes 
from  prisoners  who  were 
gassed  at  Majdanek. 

The  afternoon 

commenced  with  an  assembly 
hosting  Mr.  Henry  Greenbaum, 
a  Jewish  Holocaust  survivor, 
who  spoke  candidly  of  his 
experience  in  Auschwitz.  A 
subsequent  speaker  was  Mr. 
Jerry  Fowler,  who  talked  of 
current  genocide  warnings  in 
Sudan.  His  message  was  one  of 
contemporary  outreach  from  an 
institution  dedicated  to 
remembering  the  past.  The  final 
speaker  was  Ms.  Holly 
Burkhalter,  a  representative  for 
Physicians  for  Human  Rights, 
who  advocated  a  pro-active 
stance  on  human  rights,  lest  the 
current  generation  repeat  the 
mistakes  of  the  past  and  watch 
as  another  Holocaust  occurs. 


The  emotionally  taxing 
visit  was  counterbalanced  by  a 
lively  tour  of  D.C.  by  night. 
Lorries  rumbled  to  the  Lincoln, 
Jefferson,  FDR,  Vietnam  War, 
and  Korean  War  Memorials. 
Students  were  then  able  to 
experience  the  indigenous 
cuisine  of  the  D.C.  metro  area, 
where  everything  closes  after 
eight  (great  microbrewery  on 
New  York  Avenue,  by  the  way). 
Saturday  rounded  out  the 
chaotic  weekend  with  a 
morning  trip  to  the  White 
House  and  time  to  sample 
various  Smithsonian  museums. 
In  response  to  this  reporter’s 
questioning  of  why  she  turned 
Richard  Simmons  on  the  group, 
Ms.  Freeman  had  no  comment. 

A  whirling  dervish  of 
footsteps  and  Metro  cards 
marked  the  two-day  event,  in 
which  students  from  Boston 
and  Prague  were  able  to 
appreciate  the  experience  and 
bring  back  the  knowledge  that 
Washington,  D.C.  offered. 


They’ve  got  spirit 

How  about  you? 


By  Rebecca  Greening,  II 

Staff  Writer 


If  you  haven’t  noticed  an 
increase  in  the  appearance  of 
purple  and  white  colors,  then  you 
probably  haven’t  visited  the 
revamped  bookstore.  A  product 
of  the  parent-organized  School 
Spirit  Organization,  the 
bookstore  is  emblematic  of  the 
mission  of  the  parents  involved. 
Parent  Linda  Leary  initiated  the 
increased  productivity  of  the 
bookstore,  from  turning  out  chic 
updated  apparel  to  the 
professional  looking  BLS 
shopping  bags.  The  SSO  works 
to  provide  a  positive  infusion  of 
spirit  and  activity  into  the 
stressful  lives  of  BLS  students. 

Projects  are  suggested  by 
parents  at  meetings,  then 
discussed  and  at  times  discarded 
by  the  parent  panel.  Student 
involvement  is  welcomed  and 
participants  are  provided  with  a 
unique  opportunity  to  represent 
the  student  point  of  view. 
Encouraged  by  the  success  of  the 
sixie  socials,  the  parents  pushed 


to  help  re-introduce  school 
dances,  the  first  of  which  is  on 
April  12.  A  major  difference  in 
the  dance  for  this  year  is  the 
location:  No  longer  in  the 
cafeteria,  the  dance  will  be  held 
in  the  gymnasium.  Parents  also 
have  tossed  around  the  idea  of 
an  arbor  day  to  spruce  up  the 
school  grounds. 

The  driving  force  behind 
the  upcoming  “wall  of  fame” 
and  refurbished  empty  trophy 
cases  is  to  make  sure  students  get 
the  recognition  they  deserve  for 
their  achievements.  Teachers  are 
not  left  out  of  the  parents’ 
ambitious  goals.  The  gifts  on 
Teacher  Appreciation  Day  come 
from  the  gratitude  that  the  parent- 
led  organization  feels  for  Latin’s 
educators. 

The  School  Spirit 
Organization  is  a  group  that 
every  student  should  want  to  get 
involved  in  because  its  goals  of 
making  BLS  a  more  positive 
environment  can  be  felt  by  each 
and  every  one  of  the  students 
here. 


Passes  Saved! 


Despite  budget  setbacks 
that  attempted  to  cut  funding  for 
MBTA  passes,  forcing  students 
citywide  to  pay  each  month  finds 
were  renew  ed  for  the  2002-2003 
school  year  at  a  recent  BPS 
meeting.  It  is  unclear  if  the  policy 
extends  beyond  next  year  but  for 
the  near  future  the  passes  remain 
free  of  charge. 


:  mm 


«MH  on  «  M8TA  MnioM  MfX  csnmiMr  M  or 


Daffodils 


Boston  Latin  School  sold  a 
whopping  $3,000  in  daffodils  to 
benefit  the  American  Cancer 
Society.  The  seventh-graders 
led  the  pack  again  this  year, 
selling  the  most  daffodils.  In 
recognition  of  this  great  feat, 
Joyce  Kulhawik,  a  spokes¬ 
woman  for  the  American 
Cancer  Society,  came  to  school 
to  congratulate  the  students 
who  sold  the  most  daffodils. 
Kulhawik’s  own  story  is  truly 
amazing  and  deeply  touched 
the  students  she  spoke  with. 
Students  were  amazed  to 
discover  that  besides  being  a 
reporter  for  Channel  4,  she  is 
also  a  three-time  cancer 
survivor. 


Louisa  May 
Alcott 


On  February  8,  numerous 
classes  of  sixies  sat  captive  in 
the  BLS  Black  Box  Theatre  as 
Louisa  May  Alcott,  the  author 
of  Little  Women ,  was  brought 
back  to  life  by  Jan  Lindquist. 
The  Director  of  Orchard  House, 
which  w'as  originally  the  home 
of  Alcott  and  presently  a 
memorial  to  her,  came  dressed 
in  an  eighteenth-century  hoop 
skirt,  lace  gloves,  snood  and 
cameo  brooch.  A  lucky  few' 
students  were  also  invited  to 
partake  in  lunch  with  “Louisa” 
and  given  the  opportunity  to  ask 
questions  about  Alcott’s  life 
and  experiences,  as  well  as  the 
inspiration  behind  her  books. 
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Communication 

break 

down 


By  Alison  C.  Damaskos,  I 

Forum  Editor 

The  School  Site  Coun¬ 
cil  is  supposed  to  be  a  demo¬ 
cratic  body  made  up  of  mem¬ 
bers  whose  duty  it  is  to  vote  in 
the  best  interest  of  their  con¬ 
stituents — and  yet,  the  voting 
process  consists  of  Ms.  Kelley 
asking  “Consensus?”  as  the  at¬ 
tending  parents  and  teachers 
vaguely  nod  their  heads.  It  was 
in  this  manner  that  the  contro¬ 
versial  new  Honors  changes  in 
the  English  department  were 
approved  on  February  25.  You 
may  consider  the  changes  valid 
or  you  may  not,  but  the  point  is 
that  you  were  not  even  asked. 

School  Site  Council  is 
efficient  and  diligent.  It  is  not 
committed  to  communication. 
It  was  difficult  to  distinguish 
exactly  who  was  voting  and 
who  was  not.  Some  people 
were  nodding,  some  people 
were  shaking  their  heads,  some 
people  were  not  moving  at  all. 
In  addition,  the  new  changes 
were  railroaded  through.  The 
updated  English  and  science 
department  guidelines  were  in¬ 
troduced  and  voted  on  at  the 
very  same  meeting,  meaning 
that  the  Student  Council,  the 
School  Parent  Council,  and  the 
faculty  from  other  departments 
were  unaware  of  the  proposals. 
The  voting  members  of  SSC 
therefore  lacked  the  input,  at  the 
very  least,  of  their  constituents. 
None  of  the  representatives, 
whether  student,  teacher  or  par¬ 
ent,  was  given  the  opportunity 
to  return  to  the  people  who  had 
elected  them,  report  the  propos¬ 
als,  or  ask  for  guidance  on  how 
to  vote. 

Officially  the  student 
voice  at  SSC  meetings  is  the 
elected  student  representative, 
a  position  currently  held  by  se¬ 
nior  Andrew  Binns.  The  SSC 
representative  is  elected  by  the 
members  of  the  Student  Coun¬ 
cil,  who  are  in  turn  elected  by 
their  peers,  one  per  homeroom. 
In  addition  to  the  one  student 
vote,  there  are  seven  elected 
parent  representatives  (elected 
from  the  School  Parent  Coun¬ 
cil),  six  elected  teacher  repre¬ 
sentatives  (elected  by  the  fac¬ 
ulty),  and  Ms.  Kelley.  As  with 
any  democratic  body,  represen¬ 
tatives  are  expected  to  share  the 
information  given  and  concerns 
raised  at  SSC  meetings  with 
their  constituencies.  Any  stu¬ 
dent,  parent  or  teacher  may  at¬ 


tend  the  meeting  and  add  his  or 
her  view. 

The  nature  of  the 
changes  themselves  is  not  the 
issue  at  hand.  A  questionable 
lapse  in  communication  is.  The 
point  is  not  whether  or  not  the 
student  body  agrees  or  dis¬ 
agrees  with  the  new  Honors 
curricula;  the  point  is  that  no 
one  bothered  to  find  out,  no  one 
explained  that  the  changes 
would  be  taking  place,  no  one 
gave  students  a  chance  to  air 
their  opinions.  As  was  stated 
repeatedly  at  the  SSC  meeting 
of  April  1,  the  problem  is  not 
content,  but  process.  Regard¬ 
less  of  the  validity  of  the  new 
Honors  changes,  they  were  not 
communicated  to  the  school  as 
a  community.  In  our  meeting 
last  week,  Ms.  Kelley 
pointedly  asked  freshman 
Aaron  Sunstein  if  he  really  “felt 
it  was  important  to  go  to  the 
[Boston]  Globe”  in  reference  to 
the  negative  publicity  high¬ 
lighted  in  a  Boston  Globe  ar¬ 
ticle  written  March  1 1.  In  all 
honesty,  what  other  choice  do 
Aaron  and  the  rest  of  BLS  stu¬ 
dents  have?  The  changes  were 
made  in  too  rapid  and  closed  a 
manner  to  facilitate  internal 
discussion.  Yes,  the  School  Site 
Council  is  supposedly  a  public 
forum,  but  only  if  you’re  an  in¬ 
sider  who  knows  what’s  going 
on  in  the  first  place. 

I,  however,  am  feeling 
fairly  well  informed.  Then 
again,  I  just  came  from  a  pri¬ 
vate  meeting  with  Ms.  Kelley, 
and  unless  you  are  one  of  the 
other  seven  students  who  were 
in  the  room,  you  did  not.  Along 
with  members  of  Class  IV,  I 
was  invited  to  a  private 
afterschool  gathering  to  hear 
the  official  position  on  and  mo¬ 
tivation  for  what  has  proved  to 
be  a  controversial  issue  at  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School  from  the  head¬ 
master  herself.  What  about  the 
other  2,365  students?  It  is  im¬ 
perative  that  Boston  Latin 
School  improve  its  internal 
communication  so  that  students 
can  find  the  information  they 
are  so  often  lacking:  the  latest 
course  changes,  the  motivation 
behind  them,  and  the  broader 
implications  for  the  school  at 
large. 

The  first  step  toward 
bridging  the  communication 
gap  is  to  make  School  Site 

(continued  on  page  11) 
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Based  on  your  knowledge  of  the  current  scandal  in  the 
Catholic  Church,  should  Cardinal  Law  resign? 


“Yes,  he  should  resign,  because 
what  he  did  was  wrong  ...  He 
should  be  setting  an  example  for 
those  following  him.” 

—Matt  Chan,  I 


“He’s  been  witholding  informa¬ 
tion  that  he  should  have  re¬ 
vealed  to  the  public.  He’s  been 
dishonest ...  he  should  resign.” 

—Drew  Bucilla,  11 


“Yes.  He  disgraced  the  Cath¬ 
olic  Church  and  abused  his 
power.” 

— Ari  Barr,  III 


“I  believe  that  Cardinal  Law 
should  resign  because  up  until 
all  this  was  revealed,  he  wasn’t 
doing  anything  about  it;  if  any¬ 
thing  he  was  covering  it  up  ... 
it’s  not  okay.”  — Joe  Gels,  IV 


“Yes,  he  should.  He  knew  what 
was  going  on  and  he  didn’t  do 
anything.” 

— Zack  Cronin,  V 


“He  should  resign  because  he 
disappointed  and  hurt  a  lot  of 
people.” 

— Christine  Yoo,  VI 

_ J 
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Scandal  rocks  Catholic  Church 


By  Chris  Manning,  II 

Contributing  Writer 

With  the  conviction  of  the 
pedophile  priest,  former  Rev¬ 
erend  John  Geoghan,  the 
Catholic  Church  has  been 
shaken  to  its  roots.  Changes 
must  be  made  to  right  the  ter¬ 
rible  wrongs  committed.  Since 
February  2,  ten  priests  have 
been  publicly  removed  from 
their  parishes,  and  three  priests, 
including  Geoghan,  face  crimi¬ 
nal  charges  for  their  actions. 
Crimes  like  these  cannot  go 
unpunished.  These  events  do, 
however,  shed  light  on  the 
faults  of  the  Church,  raising 
some  interesting  questions: 
Should  Cardinal  Bernard  Law, 
who  largely  ignored  sexual 
abuse  by  priests  during  his  ten¬ 
ure  as  cardinal,  resign  from  his 
post?  Should  priesthood  celi¬ 
bacy  be  enforced  by  the  Catho¬ 
lic  Church? 

The  Archdiocese  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  under  the  direction  of  Car¬ 
dinal  Bernard  Law,  has  finally 
bent  under  the  intense  pressure 
from  the  media,  and  has  given 
the  names  of  90  priests  to  the 
district  attorneys  in  six  eastern 
Massachusetts  counties,  in¬ 
cluding  24  from  Suffolk 
County.  In  addition,  the  arch¬ 
diocese  has  admitted  secretly 
settling  cases  involving  over  70 
priests.  It  has  been  estimated 
that  it  will  eventually  cost  the 
Archdiocese  of  Boston  nearly 
$100  million  to  settle  with  all 
of  the  nearly  300  estimated  vic¬ 
tims  in  the  Greater  Boston  area. 
This  scandal  will  be  the  costli¬ 
est  case  of  priest  abuse  in  the 
history  of  the  Catholic  Church 
in  the  United  States.  Whether 
or  not  the  Church  can  pay  for 
this  is  still  in  question. 


This  “Priest  Purge”  began 
last  summer,  when  Law  an¬ 
nounced  that  he  shunted 
Geoghan  from  one  parish  to  the 
next,  despite  the  fact  that  he 
knew  that  Geoghan  had  a  his¬ 
tory  of  molesting  young  boys. 
Citing  medical  assurances,  in 
1984,  Law  disregarded  a  letter 
of  protest  from  one  of  his  bish¬ 
ops  and  put  Geoghan  into  a  new 
parish.  Geoghan  spent  the  next 
14  years  in  several  different  par¬ 
ishes,  with  time  also  spent  in 
hospitals  and  rehabilitation  cen¬ 
ters  between  assignments.  Law 
removed  Geoghan  from  parish 
service  in  1993  and  finally 
defrocked  him  in  1998.  For 
more  than  a  decade,  Law  sim¬ 
ply  ignored  the  blatant  truth. 
Geoghan  was,  and  still  may  be, 
a  sexual  predator,  and  he  may 
continue  to  seek  out  children  for 
his  own  twisted  purposes  if  the 
opportunity  presents  itself.  For 
this  gross  act  of  negligence, 
Law  should  resign  as  cardinal 
of  the  Boston  Archdiocese. 

Cardinal  Law  cannot  ex¬ 
cuse  himself  for  the  terrible 
tragedies  that  he  allowed  to  hap¬ 
pen.  He  simply  ignored  reports 
of  Geoghan ’s  activities,  and  ap¬ 
parently  of  many  more  danger¬ 
ous  priests  as  well.  As  the  head 
of  the  Boston  Archdiocese,  it  is 
his  responsibility  to  ensure  that 
all  priests  are  honorable  men, 
who  care  for  people,  not  exploit 
them.  Indeed,  according  to  A.W. 
Richard  Sipe,  a  former  priest, 
“In  Geoghan ’s  case,  the  church 
defied  its  own  most  basic  val¬ 
ues  of  protecting  the  young  and 
fostering  celibacy.”  Every  per¬ 
son  who  has  been  molested  by 
a  priest  has  been  betrayed  by  the 
Church,  an  organization  whose 
purpose  is  to  bring  hope,  honor. 


piety,  and  prayer  to  people’s 
lives. 

As  a  practicing  Catholic, 

I  believe  that  celibacy  has  to  be 
eliminated  from  the  Church. 
Obviously,  sick  priests  like 
Geoghan  sought  out  young 
children  to  whet  their  sexual 
appetites.  It  is  possible  that  if 
priests  were  allowed  to  marry, 
than  no  such  urge  would  exist, 
and  that  the  Church  would  no 
longer  be  seen  as  a  safe  haven 
for  sexual  predators.  However, 
priests  like  Geoghan  and  Fr. 
Spagniola,  another  accused  sex 
offender,  who  lied  about  keep¬ 
ing  his  celibacy  during  his  years 
away  from  the  priesthood,  are 
homosexuals.  This  is  another 
issue  of  great  debate,  because 
homosexuality  is  a  sin  accord¬ 
ing  to  traditional  Catholic  be¬ 
liefs,  and  one  that  would  only 
lead  to  further  disorder  in  the 
priesthood.  Nonetheless,  1  be¬ 
lieve  that  getting  rid  of  celibacy 
would  not  only  help  to  reduce 
the  problem  of  pedophile 
priests,  but  it  would  also  likely 
draw  many  more  people  into 
the  priesthood,  especially  con¬ 
sidering  the  acute  lack  of  priests 
even  before  this  purge  began. 

The  Catholic  Church  has 
acted  dishonorably  throughout 
this  entire  traumatic  event.  Lies 
and  scandal  have  ripped  deeply 
into  the  fiber  of  the  Church,  and 
it  is  unlikely  that  it  will  regain 
its  honor  and  trust  for  quite 
some  time.  Yet  changes  must  be 
made  to  assure  that  events  like 
those  that  have  come  to  light  in 
the  past  weeks  are  never  al¬ 
lowed  to  happen  again.  It  is 
only  sad  that  the  vast  majority 
of  honorable  priests  are  suffer¬ 
ing  because  of  their  comrades’ 
misdeeds. 
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Second  year  science 
receives  due  credit 


By  Kayla  Shaughnessy, 

VI 

Contributing  Writer 


There  have  been  many 
changes  made  throughout  the 
education  departments  at  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School,  including 
second  year  science  courses, 
which  are  currently  regular 
courses.  Beginning  next  year 
they  will  be  awarded  honors 
credit.  The  reason  behind  this 
change  is  that  the  science  de¬ 
partment  believes  that  all  sec¬ 
ond  year  science  courses  are  at 
honors  level  already  because  of 
the  material  that  is  covered.  As 
of  the  school  year  2001-2002, 
the  only  way  one  could  get 
honors  credit  for  a  second  year 
science  is  taking  the  SAT  II  in 
that  science  and  scoring  a  600 
or  better. 

Getting  a  600  on  a  science 
SAT  II  will  no  longer  qualify  a 
student  for  honors  credit.  Our 
science  department  wants  to 
keep  the  honors  credit  available 
to  Boston  Latin  students;  to  do 
this  they  plan  to  make  regular 
second  year  science  classes 
automatically  receive  honors 
credit. 


Some  members  of  the 
student  body  may  view  this 
change  as  grade  inflation,  but 
in  reality  a  regular  course  at 
BLS  is  the  equivalent  of  an 
honors  class  at  any  other  Bos¬ 
ton  Public  School.  When  high 
school  students  send  out  their 
college  transcripts  there  is  a 
sheet  of  paper  that  is  sent  along 
with  the  transcript,  informing 
colleges  that  BLS  regular 
classes  are  equivalent  to  hon¬ 
ors  classes  at  other  schools,  and 
stating,  “Courses  designated  as 
Honors  or  Advanced  Placement 
represent  classes  with  expecta¬ 
tions  and  demands  that  are 
more  rigorous.” 

Mr.  Montague,  head  of  the 
guidance  department,  is  one  of 
the  main  supporters  of  this  hon¬ 
ors  movement.  “I  think  since 
these  courses  are  advanced  sci¬ 
ence  courses,  students  should 
be  awarded  honors  credit,”  he 
replied  when  asked  his  opinions 
on  the  science  changes.  “Mak¬ 
ing  second  year  science  courses 
honors  courses  will  also  allow 
students  to  demonstrate  their 
willingness  to  take  on  the  chal¬ 
lenges  of  more  rigorous  course 


work.” 

Ms.  Montes,  a  physics 
teacher  at  Boston  Latin,  says 
that  this  modification  to  the 
course  titles  was  not  an  “earth- 
shattering  change;”  it  was  a 
logical  decision.  The  regular 
science  classes  (Biology  II, 
Chemistry  II,  and  Physics  II) 
were  already  studying  the  ad¬ 
vanced  placement  and  honors 
curriculum,  but  students  were 
only  being  awarded  regular 
credit  for  their  hard  work.  She 
believes  that  this  change  should 
have  been  made  earlier. 

These  are  positive 
changes.  Even  sixies  know  that 
receiving  honors  credit  helps 
one’s  grade  point  average  and 
looks  good  on  college  tran¬ 
scripts.  One  sixie  said,  “The 
changes  are  good  because  if 
you  are  not  a  really  good  tester; 
you  might  not  get  the  honors 
credit.  This  way,  you  will  au¬ 
tomatically  get  the  honors 
credit,  but  you  have  to  pass  the 
class.”  These  new  changes  at 
BLS  will  help  the  students  ob¬ 
tain  higher  GPAs  and  give  them 
an  advantage  in  getting  into 
college. 


•Much  discussion  ensued  following  the  news  that  many  changes  had  been  made  in  the  Honors 

•  programming  of  the  English,  science,  and  modem  language  departments.  On  this  page,  we  in¬ 
cite  our  readersto  peruse  the  comments  of  three  fellow  studentsregarding  the  course  updates. 

•  Key  Terms: 

**GPA:  Grade  Point  Average,  a  system  used  to  measure  academic  prowesson  a  point  system. 

•  *Ninth  grade  petition:  A  statement  written  by  Aaron  Sunstein  and  signed  by  300  of  his  peers 
“asking  the  administration  to  reconsider  the  deletion  of  English  10  Honors  and  reinstate  it. 

•  %••••••••••••• . . . . . ••••••••••••••••••• 


English  honors  reconsidered 


by  Aaron  Sunstein,  IV 

Contributing  Writer 

By  introducing  a  strict 
and  demanding  classical  edu¬ 
cation,  Boston  Latin  became 
the  framework  for  secondary 
school  public  education  in 
America.  The  elimination  of 
sophomore  Modem  Language 
and  English  Honors  ignores 
this  great  idealism  and  dimin¬ 
ishes  the  education  of  students 
who  have  demonstrated  a  par¬ 
ticular  ability  and  interest  in 
these  subjects. 

The  primary  focus  of 
a  Boston  Latin  School  educa¬ 
tion  should  be  on  learning,  not 
college  admittance.  By  attach¬ 
ing  grade  point  average  incen¬ 
tives  to  1  lonors  and  AP  courses, 
the  focus  shifts.  The  removal 
of  honors  classes  particularly 
harms  students  who  have  dem¬ 
onstrated  academic  achieve¬ 
ment  in  these  subjects,  yet  it 
also  harms  students  taking  only 
a  required  course  they  may  not 
be  interested  in.  The  new  deci¬ 


sion  also  means  that  the  only 
option  before  junior  year  for  ac¬ 
celerated  work  in  the  humani¬ 
ties  is  Latin  3  Honors,  whereas 
math  honors  begins  in  eighth 
grade.  For  students  who  excel 
in  English,  Honors  classes  are 
a  source  of  motivation  and  a 
place  where  hard-working  stu¬ 
dents  who  are  gifted  in  this  sub¬ 
ject  can  discuss  course  material 
with  students  equally  interested 
or  talented.  Honors  classes  help 
to  divide  students  with  these 
different  goals.  When  honor 
students  are  spread  a  few  to 
each  class,  the  opportunities  for 
others  to  earn  a  top  grade  are 
lessened. 

As  an  exam  school 
Boston  Latin  is  based  on  a  se¬ 
lective  premise;  our  motto  is 
“Sumus  Primi.”  Describing 
those  who  favor  Honors  classes 
as  elitists  is  a  particularly  dan¬ 
gerous  and  hurtful  designation, 
especially  considering  the  di¬ 
verse  backgrounds  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  who  signed  the  ninth 
grade  petition.  A  tradition  of  our 


school  is  to  offer  each  student 
an  equal  opportunity  to  suc¬ 
ceed,  regardless  of  socio-eco¬ 
nomic  or  cultural  background. 
It  seems  unfair  that  the  same 
level  of  education  is  not  being 
upheld  for  the  current  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  school,  which  now 
includes  girls  and  reflects  more 
the  current  makeup  of  the  city. 

That  our  school  is  re¬ 
markable  is  proven  by  the  men 
and  women  graduates  who 
have  been  leaders  in  their  fields. 

Some  of  these  names 
are  inscribed  high  around  the 
auditorium,  a  reminder  of  the 
expectations  not  only  of  the  stu¬ 
dents,  but  also  of  the  faculty 
and  administration  to  uphold 
this  tradition  of  excellence.  This 
seemingly  minor  decision  to 
remove  these  sophomore  hon¬ 
ors  classes  strays  from  the  tra¬ 
ditional  educational  philosophy 
of  our  school,  where  academic 
excellence  is  cherished  and  stu¬ 
dents  are  challenged  to  reach 
their  full  potential. 


f  ^ 

Honorable  solution  to 
modern  language 
credit 


By  Kathryn  McDonald,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


It  is  always  nice  to  be 
rewarded  for  hard  work  or  at 
least  given  acknowledgement 
for  the  effort.  The  Foreign 
Language  Department  at  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  has  decided  to  do 
just  that.  The  department  plans 
to  recognize  the  fact  that  stu¬ 
dents  at  BLS  face  rigorous 
coursework,  are  held  respon¬ 
sible  for  more  material,  and 
work  at  on  accelerated  pace 
than  their  counterparts  at  other 
Boston  Public  Schools.  The 
Foreign  Language  Depart¬ 
ment,  along  with  the  City  of 
Boston,  will  do  this  by  desig¬ 
nating  all  foreign  language 
level  four  classes  that  are  not 
electives  as  honors  classes.  A 
fifth-year  language  course, 
which  is  an  elective,  will  also 
be  an  honors  course. 

Ms.  Woodward,  the 
head  of  the  Foreign  Language 
Department,  believes  that  this 
is  the  fairest  solution  in  the 
best  interest  of  the  students. 
She  pushed  to  get  students  tak¬ 
ing  level  4  language  classes 
more  GPA  points  for  two  rea¬ 
sons.  The  City  of  Boston  is 
now  calculating  the  GPA  of  all 
its  students  at  Court  Street. 
Ms.  Woodward  wants  there  to 
be  a  distinction  between  other 
students  and  Boston  Latin  stu¬ 
dents,  citing  our  “higher  qual¬ 
ity  of  work”  and  that  the  city 
needs  to  “give  students  credit 
for  the  quality  of  work  they 
do.”  The  second  reason  is  that 
students  who  take  minority 
languages  at  BLS  (German, 
Italian,  or  Chinese)  were,  un¬ 
der  the  old  system,  unable  to 
take  an  Honors  level  class  in 
their  respective  languages  due 
to  lack  of  interest.  Originally, 
students  taking  these  lan¬ 
guages  were  given  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  take  an  SAT  Achieve¬ 
ment  test,  and  if  they  scored  a 
600  or  better,  they  were  given 
honors  credit.  Since  a 
student’s  GPA  is  not  tallied  at 
school,  the  City  of  Boston  will 
not  longer  allow  BLS  to  do 
this.  Making  all  level  four  lan¬ 
guage  classes  honors,  and 
eliminating  any  level  three 


honors  language  classes,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Ms.  Woodward, 
ensure  that  “everyone  has  an 
equal  chance  to  have  honors 
credit  on  record.”  Ms. 
Woodward’s  belief  that  every 
student  can  succeed  and  is 
special  is  refreshing  in  a 
school  where  students  often 
complain  about  impersonal 
relationships  with  teachers. 
Laura  Harrington,  III,  likes 
the  idea  of  the  new  system, 
saying,  “  I  think  it  is  a  good 
[thing]  because  it  gives  ev¬ 
eryone  the  opportunity  to  get 
honors  credit.” 

Is  this  a  realistic  plan 
that  will  truly  represent  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School  students  to 
colleges,  or  is  it  simply  an¬ 
other  way  for  Boston  Latin 
School  to  separate  itself  from 
other  Boston  Public  Schools? 
Essentially  the  new  policy  is 
accurate  in  portraying  the  stu¬ 
dent  body  at  Boston  Latin  and 
the  rigorous  learning  environ¬ 
ment  each  student  faces.  The 
fact  that  students  must  take  a 
test  to  attend  Boston  Latin 
forces  the  City  of  Boston  to 
somehow  designate  and  show 
that  students  are  learning  at 
an  increased  rate  and  cover¬ 
ing  more  content.  Katie 
Donahue,  sophomore,  is  in 
favor  of  the  new  system :  “I’m 
glad  we  are  receiving  honors 
credit  because  going  to  Latin 
School  is  supposed  to  mean 
something  and  I  think  weigh¬ 
ing  our  classes  more  than 
other  schools  gives  us  that  ad¬ 
vantage.”  To  those  who  con¬ 
test  the  new  Honors  designa¬ 
tion  and  think  that  Boston 
Latin  is  simply  attempting  to 
separate  itself  from  the  pack, 
the  fact  remains  that  in  the 
hectic  world  of  GPA  and  col¬ 
lege  applications,  every  stu¬ 
dent  deserves  to  be  given  the 
credit  due  to  them.  Colleges 
need  to  know  that  Boston 
Latin  is  not  an  average  high 
school  but  rather  a  high 
school  that  asks  students  to 
work  harder  in  hopes  of  be¬ 
ing  that  much  more  prepared 
for  what  lies  ahead. 
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Would  Ms.  Kelley  approve? 


By  Erin  George,  I 
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Cfotfiing  and  modern  feminism 


By  Zoe  Weinstein,  I 


Copy  Editor 

Within  our  student 
body,  many  giggles  and  snick¬ 
ers  followed  someone’s  impres¬ 
sion  of  Headmaster  Kelley’s 
words  to  us  a  few  years  ago 
concerning  Boston  Latin’s 
dress  code:  “When  you  wake 
up  in  the  morning,  look  in  the 
mirror  and  ask,  ‘Would  Ms. 
Kelley  approve?”’  Though  her 
point  is  valid  concerning  appro¬ 
priate  dress  at  school,  the  com¬ 
ment  is  also  funny  because  we 
have  to  be  the  most  appropri¬ 
ately  dressed  kids  in  the  city.  I 
can’t  even  begin  to  relay  how 
many  times  strangers  have  ap¬ 
proached  random  congrega¬ 
tions  of  Boston  Latin  kids  on 
the  T  or  in  town  to  ask  us  if 
we’re  from  BLS.  When  we  re¬ 
ply  that  indeed  we  are,  we  are 
naturally  curious  as  to  how  they 
knew  and  what  gave  it  away. 
The  two  most  common  an¬ 
swers?  The  manner  in  which 
we  talk  and  the  way  we  dress. 
We  certainly  have  a  wide  vari¬ 
ety  of  clothing  types  repre¬ 
sented  on  our  students  but 
there’s  “sumthin’  clean”  about 
how  we  wear  them,  to  quote  a 
random  kid  from  the  orange 
line. 

Where  am  I  going  with 
this?  I  am  incensed  by  certain 
administrators  who  feel  the 
need  to  pull  Latin  WOMEN 
aside  and  comment  on  their 
dress.  I’m  not  talking  about 
blatantly  sexual  or  skimpy 
clothing — I’m  talking  about 
girls  who  are  being  embar¬ 
rassed  because  of  the  way  their 
bodies  look  in  clothes.  This 
was  a  message  published  to  all 
of  us  “inappropriate”  females  in 
the  February  27  bulletin: 
"DRESS  CODE-  Female  attire 
must  be  appropriate  to  BLS 
standards.  The  Head  Master 
encourages  you  to  look  in  the 
mirror  before  you  leave  home, 
and  ask  yourself  this  question: 
'Are  the  clothes  1  have  selected 
appropriate  for  school?  Is  any 
part  of  my  anatomy  exposed 
that  should  not  be?”  If  so, 
cover  up!  ’  The  school  will  pro¬ 
vide  "T”  shirts  when  needed .” 

Please,  define 
anatomy.  I  was  pulled  aside  in 
the  guidance  office  on  the  Fri¬ 
day  before  vacation  because  a 


strip  of  my  stomach  was  visible 
as  1  leaned  backwards  to  open 
a  door  for  someone.  I  was  told 
that  I  ought  to  “reassess”  my 
dress  choices,  understand  that 
I  shouldn’t  attempt  to  distract 
males,  and  realize  that  1  was 
affecting  the  pursuit  of  my  (and 
males’)  education.  Embarrass¬ 
ing?  You  bet.  Thankfully,  I’m 
a  senior  who  has  learned,  after 
nearly  six  years  at  Latin,  not  to 
let  the  minutiae  of  day  to  day 
academic  pursuits  affect  me 
(too)  much.  What  about  the 
eighth  grade  girl,  short  and  on 
the  heavy  side  with  a  large 
chest,  who  was  berated  and 
brought  to  tears  because  a  shirt 
she  was  wearing  showed  en¬ 
tirely  “too  much  cleavage?” 
The  shirt  itself  was  not  reveal¬ 
ing,  but  it  was  her  body’s  size 
that  exposed  her  cleavage.  In  a 
society  that  pressures  girls  in 
two  completely  opposite  direc¬ 
tions,  that  of  the  skinny  sex  kit¬ 
ten  who  should  flaunt  what 
she’s  got  and  the  empowered 
female  who  should  be  focused, 
serious,  and  attentive  to  oppor¬ 
tunity,  our  school  should  be  a 
safe  haven  for  girls  not  to  feel 
stress.  Believe  me,  our  peers 
(male  and  female  alike)  are  an 
excellent  meter  for  “appropri¬ 
ate”  attire.  We  certainly  do  not 
need  the  arbitrary  and  embar¬ 
rassing  input  of  administrators 
singling  out  girls  for  clothes  in 
which  their  bodies  take  com¬ 
fort.  Leave  the  berating  to  the 
extreme  cases  and  leave  our 
bodies  alone.  To  quote  Erin 
Burke,  ’01  ,who  wrote  an  article 
in  the  Argo  after  a  similar  ex¬ 
perience  concerning  her  attire, 
“It  is  simply  disappointing  for 
a  school,  which  insists  that  it  is 
concerned  for  students  as 
people,  to  berate  them  out  of 
embarrassment  for  their  appear¬ 
ance.”  Absolutely.  Funny  how 
females  are  the  most  targeted 
subjects. 

As  for  the  T-shirts? 
Leave  the  disciplining  to  par¬ 
ents  and  guardians,  who,  amaz¬ 
ingly  enough,  must  have  some 
sort  of  approval  or  guidance 
over  their  daughters’ attire.  On 
top  of  that,  forcing  girls  to  cover 
up  in  T-shirts  is  one  more  de¬ 
vice  used  to  single  females  out. 

If  we’re  number  one 
on  the  MCAS,  we  females  can’t 
be  “disturbing”  the  education 
Drocess  too  much. 


Contributing  Writer 

First  of  all,  I  would  like 
to  clarify  that  I  was  asked  to 
write  this  piece  because  I  am 
feminist,  not  because  I  am  a 
repeat  offender  of  violating  the 
dress  code.  In  our  school  we  are 
required  to  dress  for  the  “busi¬ 
ness  of  education.”  I  make  a 
point  not  to  wear  any  clothing 
that  inhibits  me  from  either  sit¬ 
ting  or  writing.  (No  full-length 
gloves  or  tulle  skirts.)  I  agree, 
as  one  floor  master  likes  to  say, 
that,  “this  is  not  the  beach.”  Per¬ 
sonally,  I  find  the  building  too 
drafty  for  a  bikini. 

Clearly  we  all  wear 
functional  clothing  that  allows 
us  to  fulfill  the  necessary  du¬ 
ties  of  the  day  and  hopefully 
avoid  the  mockery  of  our  fel¬ 
low  classmates.  Boston  Latin 
School  students  (as  Erin 
George  pointed  out  so  master¬ 
fully)  are  known  for  their  more 
conservative  dress  and  de¬ 


meanor.  So  where  does  the 
problem  lie? 

Apparently  the  prob¬ 
lem  is  with  “female  attire”  that 
leaves  certain  parts  of  the 
anatomy  “exposed.”  I  can  only 
assume  these  rules  are  imply¬ 
ing  the  stomach  area,  but  is  a 
shoulder  inappropriate?  How 
about  a  knee?  Are  we  not  sup¬ 
posed  to  expose  our  ankles?  In 
the  1960’s,  women  had  to 
struggle  to  wear  culottes.  Are 
we  going  to  revert  to  kneeling 
to  test  our  skirt  lengths  or  be¬ 
ing  sent  home  if  we  aren’t  wear¬ 
ing  stockings?  Will  this  turn 
into  an  episode  of  “Boston  Pub¬ 
lic”  where  I  will  be  forced  to 
put  on  a  bra? 

This  is  not  an  issue  of 
over-sexualized  pop  culture, 
nor  is  it  an  issue  of  distracting 
our  male  counterparts.  (Heck, 
we  have  to  look  at  their  silly 
boxers  hanging  out  all  day.)  It 
is  an  issue  of  women’s  rights. 
Perhaps  Ms.  Kelley  does  not 
understand  the  true  nature  of 


modem  feminism.  Feminism  is 
about  embracing  all  of  our  fe¬ 
male  identity,  not  just  the  po¬ 
litically  correct,  presentable, 
dinner-with-grandma  side. 

Clearly  the  young 
women  at  BLS  have  proven 
they  have  a  serious  and  aca¬ 
demic  side.  Many  of  them  out¬ 
perform  their  male  counter¬ 
parts,  and  approach  their 
schoolwork  in  a  business-like 
manner.  What  is  lacking  in 
these  young  ladies  is  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  feel  comfortable  and 
powerful  in  their  own  skin.  In 
fact,  modem  feminism  is  about 
embracing  our  bodies  and  our 
sexuality,  because  these  are  the 
things  which  truly  define  us  as 
women.  Clothing  is  a  tool,  an 
extension  of  our  own  skin,  and 
thus  an  extension  of  our  own 
essence  and  humanity,  our 
femininity.  When  I  walk  down 
the  corridor  every  day,  I  want 
to  feel  centered,  powerful, 
beautiful. 
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Cheating  issue 
needs  to  be  raised 

By  Mimi  Lai,  I  &  Hana  Yoo,  II 

Forum  Editor  &  Assistant  Forum  Editor 


Cheating  poll  results 

How  pervasive  is  cheating  at  BLS? 

Throughout  the  month  of  March,  the  Forum  section  of  the 
Argo  conducted  a  poll  about  cheating.  A  total  of  226 
randomly  selected  students  responded  to  the  poll.  They 
represent  9.6%  of  the  student  body.  The  following  results 
are  based  on  the  replies  of  34  sixies,  36  fivesies,  21 
freshmen,  37  sophomores,  37  juniors,  and  61  seniors. 


TABOO  TOPIC 

Cheating,  according  to 
the  Merriam  Websters  dictio¬ 
nary,  is  to  take  unfair  advantage 
of  others,  to  violate  rules  de¬ 
liberately,  and  to  mislead  or 
deceive.  Though  our  school  is 
deemed  to  be  the  best  in  every¬ 
thing,  cheating — which  ranges 
from  copying  homework  to 
plagiarizing  papers  to  using 
cheat  sheets  during  tests — does 
happen.  Generally,  the  “cheat¬ 
ing  problem”  is  not  discussed 
in  our  school.  It  is  almost  ta¬ 
boo  to  acknowledge  its  exist¬ 
ence.  But  it  does  occur  and  gen¬ 
erates  cynicism  among  the  stu¬ 
dents.  Students'  feelings  about 
cheating  range  from  outright 
anger  to  silent  frustration  to 
“none  of  my  business”  indiffer¬ 
ence.  Certainly,  this  is  not  a 
healthy  atmosphere  in  which  to 
be  educated. 

Cheating  is  a  complex 
problem.  The  answers  do  not 
lie  merely  in  honor  code  pro¬ 
motion  or  more  severe  punish¬ 
ments.  The  problem  runs 
deeper  than  that — so  deep  that 
it  might  mean  changing  the 
very  fabric  of  our  educational 
system  in  order  to  remedy  it. 
No,  we  cannot  solve  the  prob¬ 
lem  overnight,  but  we  can  at 
least  take  the  first  step  by  bring¬ 
ing  the  issue  of  cheating  to  the 
forefront,  and  opening  it  to  dis¬ 
cussion  by  the  entire  school 
community:  students,  teachers, 
administrators,  and  parents. 

A  COMPELLING  ISSUE 

The  first  question  to 
ask  is:  What  compels  students 
to  cheat?  At  BLS,  where  cut¬ 
throat  competition  prevails  and 
students  face  enormous  pres¬ 
sure  from  their  homes,  the 
school,  and  themselves  to  “suc¬ 
ceed,”  students  may  cheat  out 
of  desperation.  The  day  is  too 
short  to  do  everything  one 
needs  to  do;  to  stay  on  top  of 
six  rigorous  classes — an  over¬ 
load  of  an  academic 
workload — requires  working 
constantly.  Intimidated  stu¬ 
dents,  afraid  to  ask  for  help, 
may  resort  to  cheating,  at  first 
fearfully,  but.  with  time,  confi¬ 
dently.  Too  many  students  fall 
through  the  cracks.  As  students 
advance  to  the  upper  grades 
and  the  workload,  the  need  for 
support,  increases,  support  dis¬ 
appears;  students  are  expected 
to  learn  on  their  own.  Some, 
but  not  all,  teachers  offer  extra 
help,  and  in  the  absence  of  as¬ 


sistance,  students  turn  to  cheat¬ 
ing.  It’s  easier  to  make  a  cheat 
sheet  in  15  minutes  than  to 
spend  hours  listening  to  a 
teacher  in  a  classroom,  review¬ 
ing  notes,  and  studying  for  ob¬ 
jective  tests.  It’s  easier  to  take 
something  from  the  Internet  and 
call  it  your  own  when  you  don’t 
know  how  to  write  a  research 
paper  in  the  first  place. 

LACK  OF  DEFINITION 

Cheating  needs  to  be 
clearly  defined;  sadly  though, 
most  students  don’t  realize 
they’re  cheating.  The  Internet 
is  vast,  with  every  answer  to 
every  question  seemingly  there 
for  the  taking.  Students  do  not 
realize  that  a  research  project  is 
more  than  just  copying  and 
pasting  a  bunch  of  sources  to¬ 
gether.  Students  do  not  realize 
that  the  point  of  homework  is 
not  to  gain  points.  It  is  to  prac¬ 
tice  and  reinforce  what  they 
have  learned.  See  the  poll  re¬ 
sults  on  the  right  of  the  page  for 
the  second  question,  “Which  of 
the  following  would  you  con¬ 
sider  cheating?”  The  results  are 
alarming.  Page  36  of  our  school 
agenda  book  defines  all  of  what 
we  listed  in  the  poll  as  acts  of 
cheating.  However,  a  high  per¬ 
centage  of  students  apparently 
are  oblivious  to  these  mles.  So 
what  teachers  and  administra¬ 
tors  need  to  do  is  clearly  out¬ 
line  their  expectations  for  stu¬ 
dents  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  and  periodically  remind 
them  that  cheating  will  not  be 
tolerated. 

KILLING  TEMPTATION 

But  several  simple  pre¬ 
cautions  can  drastically  de¬ 
crease  incidents  of  cheating.  For 
example,  teachers  can  be  more 
vigilant.  Correcting  papers, 
planning  lessons,  or  leaving  the 
room  while  a  test  is  being  con¬ 
ducted  practically  invites  cheat¬ 
ing.  Teachers  might  remove 
temptation  to  cheat  by  having 
students  sit  at  the  ends  of  tables, 
using  different  sets  of  tests,  and 
walking  around  the  room  dur¬ 
ing  the  test.  Also,  though  using 
the  same  test  year  after  year  re¬ 
duces  a  teacher’s  considerable 
workload,  it  provides  an  easy 
way  to  cheat:  One  doesn't  have 
to  be  a  genius  to  ask  students 
who  have  already  taken  the 
class  for  the  test,  and  to  simply 
memorize  answers.  A  true  effort 
to  prevent  cheating  in  the  class¬ 
room  means  much  more  work 


for  teachers,  but  isn’t  a  con¬ 
certed  effort  towards  the  pres¬ 
ervation  of  academic  integrity 
and  character  worth  it? 


How  often  have  you  done  the  following? 

Copied  homework  or  other  work 

1 1%  Never  62%  Sometimes  27%  Often 


NOT  A  CURE-ALL 

Teachers  and  students 
are  both  culpable,  but  then 
again  they  are  both  victims  of 
an  educational  system  that  has 
inherent  flaws;  it  allows  and 
even  fosters  cheating.  Teachers 
don’t  get  enough  time  to  cater 
to  every  student’s  needs.  Stu¬ 
dents  do  not  always  have  the 
time  or  encouragement  to  thor¬ 
oughly  learn  their  coursework. 

What  we  have  dis¬ 
cussed  is  not  a  cure-all  and  end- 
all  to  cheating.  Unlike  others, 
we  will  not  say  using  http:// 
www.turnitin.com  is  a  solution 
to  stop  plagiarism.  Unlike  oth¬ 
ers,  we  will  not  point  to  the 
Honor  Code  and  feel  satisfied 
that  “it  is  enough  of  a  reminder” 
for  students.  What  we  will  say 
is  that  cheating  does  exist.  We 
need  to  more  vocally  condemn 
it.  Cheaters  can’t  escape  from 
getting  caught  forever.  The 
problems  may  continue  in  col¬ 
lege,  in  the  workplace,  where 
getting  caught  means  greater 
consequences.  In  an  ideal 
world,  students  would  learn  for 
the  sake  of  learning.  Can  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School  promote  this 
ideal? 


Copied  answers  from  the  back  of  the  book  without  actually  showing 
the  work 

41%  Never  42%  Sometimes  17%  Often 

Plagiarized  from  the  Internet  or  other  sources 

65%  Never  29%  Sometimes  6%  Often 

Used  Sparknotes,  Cliff  Notes,  or  other  “reading  aids”  without 
teacher’s  permission 

27%  Never  47%  Sometimes  26%  Often 

Passed  in  old  work  as  “new”  work  (e.g.  science  projects,  book 
reports)  67%  Never  27%  Sometimes  6%  Often 

Taken  tests  dishonestly  (e.g.  cheat  sheets,  getting  “help”  during  test 
from  others) 

38%  Never  5 1  %  Sometimes  1 1  %  Often 

Asked  students  who  have  already  taken  the  test  for  questions/ 
answers 

9%  Never  51%  Sometimes  40%  Often 


Which  of  the  following  would  you  consider  cheating? 

Copying  homework  or  other  work 

52%  Yes  48%  No 

Copying  answers  from  the  back  of  the  book  without  actually 
showing  the  work 

37%  Yes  63%  No 

Plagiarizing  from  the  Internet  or  other  sources 

82%  Yes  18%  No 

Using  Sparknotes,  Cliff  Notes,  or  other  “reading  aids”  without 
teacher’s  permission  29%  Yes  71%  No 

Passing  in  old  work  as  “new”  work 

48%  Yes  52%  No 


Special  thanks  to  pollsters  Jin 
Bin  Liu,  IV;  Edward  Chiu,  IV; 
and  Ferdinand  Percentie,  IV  for 
their  assistance. 


Dishonestly  taking  a  test  (e.g.  cheat  sheets,  getting  “help”  during 
test  from  others)  96%  Yes  4%  No 


Asking  students  who  have  already  taken  the  test  for  questions/ 
answers  41%  Yes  59%  No 


Do  you  take  the  Honor  Code 
seriously? 


Do  you  think  others  take  the 
Honor  Code  seriously? 


If  you  saw  someone  cheating 
would  you  report  it? 


Not  Sure  Yes 

20%  2% 


No 

78% 


Would  you  report  someone  cheating  if 
anonymous  reporting  were  available? 


Not  Sure  Yes 

24%  17% 


No 

59% 
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From  the  author  of 
Thomas  Merton  in 
Search  of  His  Soul 
comes  a  compelling 
new  work  . .  . 

Blue  Hope 


A  Novella  by  Robert 
Waldron 

ISBN:  1-55725-290-4,  128  pp.,  $13.95 

Available  at  your  local 
bookstore. 


Paraclete  Press 
www.paracletepress.com 

“Death  will  come  like  a  thief  in  the  night. 
That's  how  my  depressions  arrive;  they 
descend  without  warning  and  usually  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  when  I'm  lying  alone  in 
bed.  The  first  sign  is  a  rapid  heartbeat . . . 
then  the  sweats,  so  profuse  I  must  wear  a 
towel  draped  around  my  neck.  I  go  through 
several  towels  nightly." 

So  John  Highet  describes  his  latest  bout  with 
a  crippling,  lifelong  depression.  Even  the 
verse  of  Ethan  Seegard,  his  favorite  poet, 
now  fails  to  offer  its  usual  solace.  In  a 
desperate  attempt  to  lift  his  spirits,  Highet’s 
friend  Paula  Young  encourages  him  to  write 
the  definitive  biography  of  Seegard,  now  a 
reclusive  monk  at  New  Rievaulx  Abbey. 
Reluctantly  intrigued.  Highet  books  a  retreat 
at  the  abbey — embarking  on  a  journey  that 
will  not  only  challenge  his  well-trained 
intellect,  but  open  his  eyes  to  the  world  of 
the  spirit.  A  haunting  and  soul-lifting 
novella.  Blue  Hope  re-awakens  us  to  the 
transforming  power  of  the  written  word  and 
the  restorative  grace  of  beauty  ,  silence,  and, 
ultimately,  love. 

Robert  Waldron  is  the  author  of  six 
books,  including  Poetry  as  Prayer:  The 
Ho  und  of  Heaven  and  Thomas  Merton  in 
Search  of  His  Soul,  which  is  required 
reading  at  several  universities.  He  is 
published  regularly  in  literary  and  religious 
journals,  and  is  a  recipient  of  the  Catholic 
Press  Award  for  his  writing  on  spirituality. 
Waldron  frequently  conducts  Thomas 
Merton  and  Henri  Nouwen  retreats,  as  well 
as  poetry  retreats  at  St.  Stephen  Priory  in 
Dover,  Massachusetts.  He  lives  in  Boston, 
where  he  has  taught  at  Boston  Latin  School 
for  33  years. 


(continued  from  page  7) 

Council  more  responsive  to  the 
needs  of  students.  Considering 
that  students  are  the  segment  of 
the  population  most  affected  by 
SSC  decisions,  they  should  be 
allotted  a  larger  share  of  votes 
in  an  effort  to  ensure  a  well  rep¬ 
resented  student  voice.  The  sec¬ 
ond  component  of  increased 
communication  is  increasing 
the  efficiency  of  the  school’s  in¬ 
ternal  mechanisms.  Some  stu¬ 


*Editor’s  Note:  In  Issue 
III,  the  Forum  Department 
misidentified  St.  John 
Barned-Smith.  We  apol¬ 
ogize  for  the  mistake. 


dents  are  unaware  of  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  School  Site  Council, 
nevermind  that  it  is  BLS’s  gov¬ 
erning  body  or  even  that  it 
meets  on  the  last  Monday  of  ev¬ 
ery  month  in  room  1 19.  Despite 
significant  steps  forward  in  the 
past  year.  Student  Council  has 
yet  to  prove  itself  a  reliable 
means  of  spreading  informa¬ 
tion,  the  main  reason  being  that 
only  a  small  handful  of  con¬ 
cerned  students  attend  meetings 
regularly.  Increasing  the  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  the  Student  Coun¬ 
cil  will  be  a  useless  measure, 
however,  without  certain  stan¬ 
dards  in  place  regarding  the 
SSC  meetings  directly:  namely, 
a  mandate  that  no  changes  can 
be  voted  on  at  the  same  meet¬ 
ing  at  the  same  meeting  at 


which  they  are  introduced. 

In  this  instance,  I 
blame  the  SSC  and  the  admin¬ 
istration  for  failing  to  commu¬ 
nicate  with  the  school  commu¬ 
nity;  they  deserve  every  criti¬ 
cism  they  get  for  slipping  in 
changes  in  Honors  program¬ 
ming  without  what  one  would 
think  would  be  the  natural 
course  of  action-consulting  the 
students  and  parents.  In  the  fu¬ 
ture,  however,  it  is  the  shared 
responsibility  of  the  students 
themselves  to  get  involved  and 
take  action  on  their  own  behalf. 
Students:  The  administration  is 
not  about  to  go  out  of  its  way 
to  let  you  know  what  is  happen¬ 
ing.  It  does  not  work  that  way 
at  Boston  Latin.  If  you  want  to 
have  a  say,  your  only  hope  is  to 


seek  out  a  forum  for  yourself. 

Regarding  the  new 
English  Honors  changes,  Ms. 
Kelley  states  that  she  is  con¬ 
cerned  about  “raising  the  bar 
in  grade  10  without  creating  a 
two-tier  system,”  and  that  she 
does  not  want  “to  create  an  at¬ 
mosphere  of  haves  and  have- 
nots.”  Bad  news,  Ms.  Kelley: 
Such  a  system  already  exists 
throughout  Boston  Latin.  It  is 
entirely  a  question  of  haves 
and  have-nots,  of  whom  the 
latter  is  the  majority.  And  it  is 
entirely  a  question  of  access  to 
information.  Students  and  par¬ 
ents  are  not  asking  for  any 
rights  other  than  those  of  ac¬ 
cess  and  the  opportunity  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  planning  of  their 
own  education. 


r. ;  a 

Letter  to 
the  Editor 

Dear  Editor: 

I  was  alarmed  and 
disappointed  to  see  the 
cover  and  inside  first  page 
of  the  [February]  Argo 
spoiled  by  the  dispropor¬ 
tionate  coverage  and  posi¬ 
tioning  of  the  story  of  pro¬ 
testers  during  President 
Bush's  historic  visit  to  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School.  By  all 
polls  in  this  country,  a  huge 
majority  of  Americans  sup¬ 
port  this  nation’s  course  of 
action  in  defending  itself 
and  I  suspect  those  who 
demonstrated  represent  a 
minority  point  of  view  and 
may  not  be  worthy  of  equal 
billing. ..The  front  page  lay¬ 
out  certainly  diminished 
the  unique  tribute  and 
honor  a  President’s  visit 
pays  to  our  school. 

While  I  recognize 
the  story  of  “man  biting 
dog”  ([this]  article  covers 
one  teacher,  [Mr.  Steve] 
Fer-nandez.  What  was  the 
rest  of  the  faculty  doing?) 
sells  newspapers  and 
[while  I  do]  respect  the 
right  of  student  journalists 
to  write  what  and  where 
they  want,  the  outcome  is 
the  creation  of  dispropor¬ 
tionate  indorsement  [sic]  of 
the  protesters  to  a  captive 
readership.  Is  this  just  a 
case  of  a  student  newspa¬ 
per  emulating  media  bias? 

Mike  Greece 
BLS  ‘60 
New  York  City 


Dear  Readers:  The  Argo 
welcomes  letters  from 
its  readers.  Please  in¬ 
clude  your  name, 
homeroom,  and  class 
with  each  letter.  Though 
letters  can  appear 
anonymously,  they  must 
be  submitted  accompa¬ 
nied  by  the  author’s 
contact  information. 
Email  the  Argo  at 
argo@blsargo.org  or 
drop  off  your  letter  in 
the  Argo  box  in  the  main 
office.  We  hope  to  hear 
your  opinions. 


V _ y 
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Arts  &  Entertainment 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Celebrating  diversity 

The  making  of  the  International  Showcase 


By  Katarina  Yee,  I 

Arts  &  Entertainment  Editor 


Before  today’s  seniors 
were  sixies  and  the  issue  of  the 
racial  quota  was  at  the  height 
of  its  controversy,  BLS  hosted 
an  event  called  the 
Multicultural  Fair.  Though  a 
commendable  concept,  both 
Maria  Dubrowski  and  Joyce 
Imahiyerobo  ‘97,  were  not  sat¬ 
isfied.  “It  took  place  on  a  Sat¬ 
urday  afternoon. ..the  rooms 
were  empty.  There  wasn’t 
enough  support,”  Maria  af¬ 
firms.  And  thus  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Showcase  was  bom. 

The  idea  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Showcase  was  similar 
to  that  of  the  Multicultural  Fair, 
but  the  general  concept  was 
more  involving.  They  wanted 
to  exhibit  the  multitude  of  tal¬ 
ent  among  the  student  body  and 
incorporate  the  flags  that  used 
to  hang  from  the  ceiling  of  the 
old  cafeteria.  “1  remember  dur¬ 
ing  orientation  before  sixie 
year,  I  saw  the  flags  in  the  caf¬ 
eteria  and  they  made  me  feel  so 
humbled,”  Maria  states. 

Maria  and  Joyce  tried 
to  include  as  many  people  as 
possible:  the  class  officers  em¬ 
ceed  the  event;  members  of  the 
National  Honor  Society  ush¬ 
ered;  many  of  the  school’s  cul¬ 
tural  groups  performed  in  the 
show;  the  Drama  Club  directed 
it  and  they  produced  it.  Still, 


with  the  cooperation  of  their 
fellow  classmates,  Maria  and 
Joyce  were  the  ones  who  con¬ 
ceived  the  idea  and  they  were 
the  ones  who  were  responsible 
for  putting  on  a  spectacular 
show.  After  several  months  of 
thinking,  they 
amazingly 
pulled  it  off  in 
just  two  months. 

“If  I  knew  how 
much  work  was 
involved,  I  don’t 
know  if  I  would 
have  gone 

through  with  it,” 

Maria  con¬ 
fesses.  Luckily, 

Maria  and  Joyce 
never  backed 
out  and  the  first 
annual  Interna¬ 
tional  Showcase 
proved  to  be  a 
hit.  “‘First  an¬ 
nual,”’  Maria 
explains,  “be¬ 
cause  we 
wanted  to  issue 
it  as  a  challenge 
to  future  classes 
to  make  it  even  greater.” 

Though  no  one  at¬ 
tempted  to  step  up  to  the  plate 
last  year,  this  year  the  challenge 
was  met  by  Joyce’s  little  sister, 
Patricia,  and  fellow  senior 
CacildaTeixeira.  On  March  28, 
these  Co-coordinators,  along 
with  Stage  Manager  Marlene 


represented  in  the  BLS  commu¬ 
nity,”  she  explains. 

In  January,  they  began 
scheduling  the  tryouts  and  prac¬ 
tice  dates  for  the  performers 
and  also  started  to  organize  the 
groups  who  chose  to  express 
themselves 
through  their  off¬ 
stage  alternative, 
cultural  booths. 
They  decided  to 
hold  practices  in 
the  auditorium  be¬ 
ginning  in  March 
so  that  the  per¬ 
formers  would  be 
comfortable  on 
stage  and  know 
what  to  expect  at 
the  show.  Also  in 
March,  they  made 
and  sold  the  tickets 
and  advertised  as 
much  as  possible. 
Perhaps  the 
5  most  difficult  task 
s  for  the  coordina- 

N 

12  tors  was  keeping 
I  the  performing 
n  groups  on  track. 

Though  some  were 
responsive  to  their  calls  for  re¬ 
hearsals,  not  all  were.  “We 
were  sorry  to  have  to  cut  some 
people  because  they  were  un¬ 
cooperative,”  Cacilda  admits. 

Regardless  of  the  set¬ 
backs,  the  2002  International 
Showcase  was  a  success  thanks 
in  part  to  teamwork.  The  co¬ 


Goncalves  (I),  proved  that  they 
could  organize  a  show  worthy 
of  that  challenge. 

Similar  to  their  prede¬ 
cessors,  Patricia  and  Cacilda 
worked  harder  than  they  could 
have  imagined  putting  on  this 


PARADE  OF  NATIONS  PREPARATION 

presentation  of  diversity.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  school  year, 
they  took  such  initial  steps  as 
fundraising  and  finding  repre¬ 
sentatives  for  Cacilda ’s  favor¬ 
ite  part  of  the  show,  the  Parade 
of  Nations.  “The  Parade  of 
Nations  is  an  excellent  way  to 
showcase  the  different  cultures 


operation  of  everyone  from  the 
performers  to  the  stage  crew, 
from  Mr.  Montague,  who  al¬ 
lowed  them  to  use  his  office,  as 
Marlene  describes,  a  “com¬ 
mand  center,”  to  those  who 
came  out  to  the  show — all  of 
this  resulted  in  an  extraordinary 
accomplishment.  Cacilda  adds, 
“We  were  blessed  to  work  with 
such  talented  people  from  in¬ 
side  of  the  school,  one  of  whom 
is  Jen  Guinto  (I).  She  designed 
our  program  cover  and  also  our 
set.  We  were  extremely  pleased 
with  the  work  she  did  because 
it  put  our  ideas  on  paper.  Our 
concept  is  the  global  thing— 
diversity.  And  her  globe  is  what 
we’re  all  about.  She  also  has  a 
picture  right  below  the  globe  of 
some  kids  from  different  cul¬ 
tures  hanging  out  with  each 
other.” 

“I  think  that  the  Inter¬ 
national  Showcase  was  a  cul¬ 
mination  of  so  many  factors. 
The  topic  of  diversity  came  to 
the  foreground  with  the  Julia 
McLaughlin  case,  but  we 
wanted  to  bring  real  meaning 
to  diversity — not  what  every¬ 
one  was  talking  about,”  Maria 
states.  Cacilda  agrees,  “People 
get  a  different  idea  about  diver¬ 
sity  as  being  about  the  color  of 
your  skin.  It’s  not  about  that; 
it’s  on  a  whole  different  level. 
It’s  about  your  culture,  your 
background,  your  family.” 


Fashion  /  Talent  Show  a  huge  success 


By  Nafkote  Tamirat,  III 

Staff  Writer 

Up  until  a  few  weeks  ago, 
most  people  had  no  idea  that  the 
BLS  extracurriculars  are  graced 
with  a  Fashion  Talent  Club,  and 
thought  that  the  Fashion/Talent 
Show  was  simply  a  perfor¬ 
mance  organized  by  whoever 
was  the  most  fashionable  and 
talented  that  year.  However, 
there  is  one,  and  they  put  on  a 
helluva  show  on  March  22  in 
the  auditorium. 

It  was  their  fifteenth  an¬ 
nual  show,  as  the  emcees  Doris 
Kakulu  (11)  and  Mytsie 
Thevenin  (I)  explained  when 
the  curtains  opened.  The  open¬ 
ing  act  freestyle  by  Yambo 
Barrett  (111)  and  Louis  Harris 
(111),  was  enjoyable  for  all  and 
had  a  driving  beat.  It  was  the 
energi/cr  for  everyone  for  the 
rest  of  the  show. 

Next,  was  the  runway  por¬ 


tion  of  the  show,  in  which  many 
students  modeled  some  great 


It  was  a 
unique 
show  that 
one 

doesn’t 
get  to  see 
every  day. 


clothes  for  the  appreciative  au¬ 
dience.  After  being  wowed  by 
this  (the  guys  especially 
seemed  to  like  it),  the  next  act 
w  as  a  dance  by  Vanessa  Farias 
(1)  and  Erin  Fleming  (I)  to  a 
Shakira  song,  in  which  their 
well-coordinated  and  original 
movements  won  the  approval 
of  everyone  in  the  audience. 
Captivating  the  crowd  with 


soaring  vocals  were  Larissa 
Lewis  (I)  with  her  beautiful  ren¬ 
dition  of  India  Arie’s  “Ready 
for  Love,”  and  Chantelle 
Ransome  (III)  singing  “Never 
Felt  This  Way”  by  Alicia  Keys 
with  Ruthz.ee  Louijeune  (III)  on 
piano.  Not  only  did  Chantelle 
do  a  great  job  with  the  song,  but 
she  also  looked  almost  exactly 
like  the  real  singer  with  her 
braids  and  awesome  hat. 

Our  dear  sixie  class  was 
also  well  represented  with 
dancing  by  Antoinette  Leshore, 
Kenyatta  Jennings,  and  Amity 
Paye.  Other  notable  sixies  were 
Evan  Turrell,  with  her  extraor¬ 
dinary  karate  and  baton  danc¬ 
ing.  and  last  but  not  least  David 
Alexis,  who  performed  an  in¬ 
spirational  song  that  he  himself 
wrote  called  "New  Life.” 

Some  other  remarkable 
performers  were  the  Urban 
Dance  Project  w  ith  their  "Trib¬ 
ute  to  Michael  Jackson,”  Max 
Joseph  (I),  Pierre Thelusma  (I), 


and  Joseph  Stephen  (I)  with 
Usher’s  “You  Don’t  Have  to 
Call,”  and  Koriana  Lewis  (I) 
with  “Stranger  in  My  House.” 
Amy  Arrington  (I)  did  an  in¬ 
credible  job  singing  “Can’t 
Take  My  Eyes  off  of  You”  a 
cappella,  and  Natacha 
Printemps  sang  “I’ll  Find  A 
Way”  with  the  one  and  only  Mr. 
Simmons  accompanying  her 
rendition.  One  of  the  crowd’s 
favorites  was  the  group  Soca, 
and  its  incredible  dancing  and 
music.  Kudos  to  George 
Francois  (III)  for  his  dynamic 
dance  contributions;  as  the 
dancers  surged  into  the  audi¬ 
ence,  it  seemed  like  everyone 
was  singing  and  groovin’.  It 
was  the  biggest  success  of  the 
night. 

The  audience  also  re¬ 
ceived  a  good  education  on  the 
nature  of  players  and 
“playettes,”  during  a  piece 
called  “Platinum.”  As  the  grand 
finale,  separate  groups  did 


dances  for  the  audience  from 
many  countries,  such  as  Nige¬ 
ria  and  Haiti,  and  at  the  end, 
they  all  came  together  and  did 
a  modem  American  dance,  with 
all  the  performers  onstage. 

The  show  was  a  great  suc¬ 
cess,  with  the  auditorium  filled; 
the  officers  of  the  Fashion/Tal¬ 
ent  Club,  Sparklle  Thames, 
Simone  Scott,  and  Alana  Small 
must  be  proud.  Everyone  en¬ 
joyed  the  show,  and  as 
Chantelle  Ransome  said,  “the 
energy  onstage  was  great,  es¬ 
pecially  at  the  end  when  every¬ 
one  was  dancing.”  Some  com¬ 
mented  on  the  fact  that  the  only 
fashionable  and  talented  stu¬ 
dents  of  our  school  seem  to  be 
African-American  and  His¬ 
panic,  but  that  speculation  shall 
be  left  to  the  audience.  All  in 
all,  it  was  a  unique  show  that 
one  doesn’t  get  to  see  every  day. 
For  those  who  did  not  see  it  this 
year,  definitely  consider  going 
next  year. 
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In  her  own  words... 

An  interview  with  author  Diane  Goshgarian 


By  Madeline  Hale 
Sedovic,  I 

Arts  &  Entertainment  Editor 

Diane  Goshgarian  is 
the  author  of  The  Arbitrary 
Sword ,  a  historical  fiction  novel 
about  the  Armenian  genocide. 
Here,  she  reveals  her  inspira¬ 
tion  for  writing  this  story  and 
speaks  of  how  Armenian  cul¬ 
ture  has  influenced  her  life. 

Can  you  tell  me  the 
general  story  line  of  The  Arbi¬ 
trary  Sword? 

The  Arbitrary  Sword  is 
a  historical  novel  that  centers 
around  Victoria,  an  Armenian 
woman  growing  up  in  Ottoman 
Turkey  during  the  20-year  pe¬ 
riod  preceding  the  Armenian 
genocide  and  chronicles  her 
eventual  struggle  to  survive  it. 

How  did  you  come  up 
with  Victoria ’s  character? 

The  novel  is  based  on 
a  true  story — that  of  my  mater¬ 
nal  grandmother’s  survival  of 
the  Armenian  genocide. 
Victoria’s  character  is  modeled 
after  my  grandmother.  My 
grandmother  was  a  very  strong 
woman.  If  she  had  an  opinion, 
she  voiced  it.  She  was  a  survi¬ 
vor  in  a  very  deep  sense  of  the 
word.  When  her  situation 
called  for  it,  she  used  the  means 
open  to  her  as  a  woman  to  save 
herself,  her  children,  her  mother 
and  twenty  other  Armenian 
people  from  her  village. 
Victoria  is  also  a  strong  woman. 
She  too  is  a  survivor. 

What  motivated  you  to 


By  Johnny  B.  Greene 

Assistant  Editor 


In  our  modern  and 
technological  society  there 
seems  to  be  a  search  for  solu¬ 
tions  to  all  of  our  mental  or 
physical  problems.  Today  there 
is  nearly  a  pill  for  everything — 
can’t  sleep,  take  a  pill;  can’t 
procreate,  take  a  pill,  and  on 
and  on  the  list  goes.  This  holds 
true  to  people’s  battles  with  de¬ 
pression.  Some  cases  may  be 
solved  with  pills  or  medication 
and  others  may  not:  we  as  a  so¬ 
ciety  tend  to  ignore  other  rem¬ 
edies,  specifically  spirituality. 

Robert  Waldron’s  Blue 
Hope  takes  on  this  issue  and 
deals  with  it  in  a  fine  fashion. 
Blue  Hope  is  the  narrative  of 
John  Highet,  an  English  profes¬ 
sor  in  his  30s  who  has  suffered 
from  clinical  depression  since 
a  young  age.  As  the  story  un¬ 
folds,  Highet  is  nearly  at  the 
end  of  his  rope.  The  two  things 
that  had  been  keeping  him  go¬ 


write  this  story  ? 

When  I  heard  the  story 
of  how  my  grandmother  sur¬ 
vived  the  genocide,  my  initial 
reaction  was  that  her  story 
would  make  a  great  novel.  I 
thought  that  someone  should 
write  [it]  but  I  didn't  consider 
doing  it  myself  for  several 
years.  Then,  at  a  certain  point, 

I  began  to  worry  that  if  I 
didn't  tell  my  grandmother’s 
story,  no  one  would.  There 
were  very  few  novels  that 
covered  that  period  [and]  I 
wanted  people  to  know  what 
had  happened  to  the  Arme¬ 
nian  people.  My  experience 
had  been  that  most  people 
hadn’t  even  heard  of  the  Ar¬ 
menian  genocide  and  those 
that  had,  knew  very  little 
about  it. 

How  much  did  you 
know  about  the  Armenian 
Genocide  growing  up? 

I  knew  very  little 
about  [it].  My  grandparents 
seldom  spoke  about  their  ex¬ 
periences  and  when  they  did, 
they  were  vague,  referred  to 
it  as  “the  trouble  with  the 
Turks”  or  said  things  like,  “it 
was  terrible”  but  I  didn’t  really 
know  what  they  were  talking 
about.  I  never  heard  the  Arme¬ 
nian  genocide  mentioned  in  the 
history  courses  I  took.  After  I 
heard  my  grandmother’s  story 
I  wanted  to  know  the  historical 
setting.  When  I  decided  to 
write  the  book,  I  began  by  do¬ 
ing  extensive  research  [to]  be¬ 
come  familiar  with  it.  1  was 
truly  shocked  at  how  many  mis¬ 


conceptions  I'd  had.  Until  I  did 
the  research,  I  didn't  know  that 
what  had  happened  was  a  geno¬ 
cide.  I  was  surprised  to  see  how 
many  parallels  there  were  be¬ 
tween  the  Armenian  genocide 
and  the  Jewish  Holocaust.  I 
can’t  help  wondering  if  Hitler’s 


threats  would  have  been  taken 
more  seriously  in  the  beginning 
if  the  world  had  known  more 
about  the  Armenian  genocide. 

How  have  you  inte¬ 
grated  Armenian  culture  into 
your  own  life? 

The  first  thing  that 
comes  to  my  mind  when  I  hear 
Armenian  culture  is  food.  Food 
is  very  important  to  Armenians. 
It  is  central  to  how  we  welcome 


people  in  our  homes,  how  we 
celebrate  our  holidays  and  to 
our  everyday  life.  I  entertain 
often  in  my  home  and  some¬ 
times  serve  traditional  Arme¬ 
nian  dishes.  Family  is  also  very 
important  to  the  Armenian  cul¬ 
ture  and  to  me  as  well.  When  1 
was  growing  up  I 
was  embarrassed  by 
anything  that  varied 
from  what  I  thought 
of  as  the  norm,  in¬ 
cluding  our  foods 
and  my  grandpar¬ 
ents’  accents,  but  as 
I  grew  older,  I  be¬ 
came  proud  of  these 
differences. 

What  do  you 
want  people  to  take 
away  from 
your  book? 

Through 
reading  my 
book,  I  hope 
that  people 
will  make  an 
emotional 
connection 
between  the 
historical  events  that  took  place 
and  what  it  must  have  felt  like 
to  actually  be  there  and  suffer 
the  losses  that  the  Armenian 
people  did. 

Are  there  questions 
about  their  experiences  during 
the  genocide  that  you  wish  you 
had  asked  your  grandparents? 

There  are  many  ques¬ 
tions  I  wish  I  had  asked.  1 


Blue  Hope  by  Robert  Waldron 


ing  were  his  soul  mate  Paula 
and  the  verse  of  Ethan  Seegard, 
his  favorite  poet.  Seegard’s 
verse  no  longer 
comforts  him  in 
his  darkest  hours. 

Highet  has  tried 
medication,  but  it 
only  seems  to 
deepen  his  depres¬ 
sion.  In  a  last  ditch 
attempt  to  lift  him¬ 
self  out  of  despair, 

Highet  sets  out  to 
write  the  authori¬ 
tative  biography 
of  Ethan  Seegard. 

This  is  not  as  easy 
as  it 
sounds: 
years  be- 
fore, 

Seegard 
gave  up 
his  fame 
to  be¬ 
come  a 
monk  at 
the  isolated  New  Rievaulx  Ab¬ 


bey  in  New  Hampshire’s  White 
Mountains.  Under  the  pretense 
of  taking  a  week-long  retreat  at 


reader  a  look  inside  a  Cistercian 
monastery  of  today  where  the 
rhythm  of  life  follows  the  Rule 
of  St.  Benedict,  established 
nine  hundred  years  ago,  of  daily 
prayer  and  work  (ora  et  labora). 

In  the  12th  century,  the 
Cistercians  founded  a  monas¬ 
tery  in  England,  known  as 
Rievaulx  Abbey.  Once,  it  was 
the  largest  monastery  in  En¬ 
gland  but  now  a  historic  ruin 
maintained  by  English  Heritage 
(information  can  be  found  at 
www.theheritagetrail.co.uk/ab- 
beys).  Cistercian  monasteries 
were  located  a  distance  from 
the  towns  and  cities  of  medieval 
Europe,  but  they  were  self-sup¬ 
porting  by  farming  and  other 
trades.  As  Abbot  Raine  says  to 
Highet,  “Here  you  have  beauty, 
silence,  solitude,  not  to  mention 
God.  What  more  could  you  ask 
for?” 

The  novella  reads  like 
a  detective  story.  Highet  de¬ 
scribes  his  route  to  the  Abbey, 
“Narrow,  circuitous,  and  seem¬ 


pursuit  of  his  quarry. 

The  novella  gives  the 


would  have  liked  to  know  how 
it  felt  to  experience  that  level 
of  hatred.  How  it  felt  to  have 
escaped  to  America  and  then 
find  out  that  the  rest  of  their 
families  had  been  killed.  1 
would  have  liked  to  know  more 
about  their  lives  before  the  war. 
Were  they  afraid  then,  too?  Did 
they  suspect  what  was  coming? 
As  children,  at  what  point  did 
they  realize  the  danger  they 
faced  as  Armenian  citizens  of 
Turkey? 


Is  there  anything  else 
you  'd  like  to  add? 

I  think  what  I  said 
about  people  making  an  emo¬ 
tional  connection  between  the 
historical  events  and  what  it 
must  have  felt  like  to  be  there 
happened  for  me  by  writing 
[this]  novel.  I  tried  to  incorpo¬ 
rate  the  daily  life  into  the  novel 
so  that  the  reader  would  know 
it  intimately — what  they  ate, 
what  they  wore,  how  they  cel¬ 
ebrated  their  holidays.  I  also 
wove  the  historical  events  into 
the  story  so  that  the  reader  is 
there  when  the  sultan  is  over¬ 
thrown  and  wonders  with  the 
character  if  this  bodes  well  for 
them  or  not.  I  deliberately 
started  the  book  20  years  before 
the  genocide  took  place  so  the 
reader  would  understand  the 
entire  historical  period  that  led 
up  to  the  genocide  and  see  that 
it  was  the  culmination  of  a  se¬ 
ries  of  traumatic  events  and  a 
result  of  the  changing  politics 
in  the  Turkish  government 
not  an  isolated  event. 


ingly  interminable,  it  was  a  per¬ 
ilous  road  in  fog  and  strewn 
with  wet  leaves.”  Perilous  in 
its  own  way,  Highet’s  pursuit  of 
his  lost,  ideal  poet  moves 
swiftly  through  the  week. 

From  his  first  encounter  with 
Brother  Jerome,  the  retreat 
master,  Highet’s  journey  is 
marked  by  twists  and  turns. 

Highet  has  made  a  bargain  to 
stay  the  week  at  New  Rievaulx, 
and  he  finds  more  than  he  bar¬ 
gained  for.  His  conversations 
with  Abbott  Raine,  with  Peter, 
a  young  man  who  is  taking  the 
retreat  at  the  crossroads  of  his 
own  life  and,  yes,  with  his 
quarry  Seegard,  are  at  times 
sharp  as  a  knife,  at  times  subtle, 
at  times  even  humorous.  It’s  a 
dialogue  of  discovery,  for 
Highet  and  for  the  reader. 


Robert  Waldron  has  been  a 
member  of  the  English  Depart¬ 
ment  at  Boston  Latin  School  for 
more  than  30  years. 
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Spotlight 


Carla  Poles 


By  Emily  Claire  Hicks,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

Gertia  (Tia)  Brown  (I):  (Really  confused)  Wait,  so  why  do  you 
have  to  do  work  tomorrow? 

Emily  Claire  Hicks  (I):  I  have  to  write  an  Art  Spotlight  for  Carla. 
Tia:  (Still  really  confused)  Why  would  you  write  an  Art  Spotlight 
on  Carla? 

Carla  Poles  (I):  Argh!  Tia! 

Emily:  (Now  sort  of  feeling  bad  for  Carla)  Because  she  is  in  Art 
AP. 

Tia:  (Enlightened  but  still  in  the  dark)  How  did  you  get  into  Art 
AP? 

Carla:  (embarrassed)  Because. . .  I  draw. . .  (Now  turning  a  lovely 
shade  of  red).,  and  stuff. 

That  in  a  nutshell  is  Carla  Poles.  If  that  is  not  enough 
for  you  ,  and  it  really  should  be,  I  guess  I  can  go  deeper  into  the 
realm  of  Carla  Poles. 

For  all  of  those  who  do  not  know  who  Carla  is,  she  is 
one  of  the  quirkiest  people  you  will  ever  encounter.  But  who 
can  blame  her,  for  she  comes  from  the  infamous  Poles’  genes. 
Carla  is  the  sixth  Poles  to  have  walked  the  halls  of  Boston  Latin. 
Each  Poles  has  their  own  talents  and  for  Carla  it  is  art. 

In  the  eighth  grade,  Carla  was  introduced  to  visual  arts 
in  one  of  Mrs.  Craddock’s  connections  course.  She  soon 
discovered  that  there  she  was  actually  good  (Gasp!).  As  Carla 
refers  to  herself  as  “academically  challenged,”  she  was  eager  to 
devote  much  of  her  time  to  art  rather  than  solely  schoolwork, 
and  see  just  what  she  could  make  of  her  talents.  In  the  tenth 
grade  she  was  accpeted  into  the  MFA  afterschool  art  classes 
where  she  spent  six  hours  a  week  working  on  her  newfound 
passion.  This  was  the  first  major  step  in  her  pursuit  of  the  arts. 
Amazingly  enough  she  actually  stuck  to  it  the  entire  year  and 
created  a  portfolio  good  enough  to  get  accepted  into  the  highly 
selective  Art  AP  art  course,  Latin’s  only  genereal  visual  arts 
course  available  to  upperclassmen.. 

Art  classes  are  not  the  only  aspect  to  Carla’s  artistic 
career.  Last  summer  she  became  involved  with  the  Mural  Crew, 
a  group  of  Boston  teenagers  who  work  around  the  city  painting 
murals  on  buildings  in  Boston.  Carla  worked  on  Jamaica  Plain’s 
Bella  Luna  and  Mission  Hill’s  Boston  Motor  Works  (soon  to 
become  a  KFC,  so  go  see  it  soon).  She  speaks  fondly  of  this 
memorable  experience. 

I  hope  you  haven’t  gotten  the  idea  that  Carla  isn't 
talented,  because  she  really  is.  In  fact  if  you  have  paid  attention 
to  the  bulletin  this  year,  she  has  won  several  awards,  including 
a  silver  key  in  the  scholastic  art  contest. 

Being  one  of  her  best  friends  since  the  eighth  grade,  I 
have  had  the  great  joy  of  getting  to  know  Carla.  She  is  quirky 
and  weird.  Art  is  important  to  her  and  is  something  that  she 
hopes  will  be  part  of  her  future.  Yet  she  is  her  own  biggest 
critic.  For  this  reason  her  spotlight  is  difficult  to  write  as  she  is 
embarrassed  speaking  about  her  art  publicly,  not  believing  that 
she  is  talented  enough  to  be  recognized.  This  is  far  from  the 
truth. 

1  guess  each  person  must  judge  this  for  themselves. 
Look  for  pieces  that  have  hands  in  them,  those  are  her  favorite 
things  to  draw.  She  may  not  be  very  coherent  in  anything  else, 
but  in  art.  her  ineoherencies  fall  straight.  Perhaps  I  am  being  a 
little  too  sappy,  but  one  thing  is  certain:  Carla  has  incredible 
talent  in  the  arts. 


Groovin  at  BLS 


By  Corina  Wilshire,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Boston  Latin  School’s 
annual  Holiday  Concert  expe¬ 
rienced  a  twist  of  something 
new  and  funky  this  year.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  intermission  the  audi¬ 
ence  relocated  to  the  cafeteria 
to  be  entertained  by  one  of  the 
newest  groups  spawned  by 
BLS  students:  the  funk  band. 
Post  Groove  Echo.  Greg  Toro 
(I),  who  simply  “wanted  a  place 
to  be  able  to  put  into  action 
some  ideas,”  founded  Post 
Groove  Echo  as  a  means  to  “try 
out  new  things  musically.”  This 
new  ensemble  is  a  strictly  stu¬ 
dent  run  group  consisting  of 
Greg  on  bass,  Dan  Ciambrone 
(I)  on  trumpet,  Joseph  Stephen 
(I)  on  trombone,  Dennison 
Blackett  (II)  on  alto  sax, 
Amanda  Cannata  (I)  on  drums, 
and  Mike  LiPuma  (II)  on  gui¬ 
tar. 

Since  its  inception,  the 
group  has  practiced  in  the  band 
room,  with  Mr.  Pitts’  consent, 
once  a  week  or  so.  Although 
the  band  is  organized  by  the  stu¬ 
dents  and  for  the  students,  Mr. 
Pitts  lends  further  aid  by  setting 
up  gigs  for  them.  Strenuous  for 
some,  this  is  even  more  de¬ 
manding  for  these  musicians 
who  already  participate  in  the 
Senior  Band  and  the  Jazz  Band. 
When  asked  who  out  of  his  col¬ 
leagues  he  felt  stood  out  the 
most,  Greg  humbly  replied, 
“All  of  us.  We’re  a  unit,  and 

V 


we  play  off  each  other  and  raise 
the  level  of  the  music  by  add¬ 
ing  each  one  of  our  talents.” 

Post  Groove  Echo  also 
displayed  their  talents  at  Caba¬ 
ret  Night,  on  Jan.  18.  The  au¬ 
dience  was  bowled  over  by  the 
band’s  distinctive  sound. 
Koriana  Lewis  (I)  enthusiasti¬ 
cally  stated  that  their  unique 
sound  was  “a  mix  of  jazz  and 
blues  with  a  sedative  feel  that 
everyone  got  into.”  The  over¬ 
all  consensus  is  that  these 
young  musicians  will  be  suc¬ 
cessful  in  the  future  especially 
if  they  maintain  a  style  of  their 
own.  The  BLS  student  body  is 
eager  to  hear  more  from  the 
band  trusting  that  they  will  be 
able  to  say  they  knew  of  these 
individuals  “when  they  just 
started  out.”  The  demand  for 
more  music  is  summed  up  with 


a  few  words  from  Adam  Finelli 
(I):  “Greg Toro  and  his  soldiers 
of  post  echo  funk  put  the  trum¬ 
pet  in  trickily  trumpet  funk. 
They  were  fun,  impressive  and 
should  have  remained  on  the 
stage  longer.”  But  the  public 
need  not  fear;  this  funk  band  not 
only  plays  for  school  events  but 
also  is  available  for  all  types  of 
parties  and  gigs. 

Sprouting  from  as 
simple  a  thought  as  “I  like 
funk,”  Post  Groove  Echo  has 
managed  to  extend  its  function 
to  reaching  others  and  making 
people  “feel  things.”  “Our 
main  purpose  is  to  bring  more 
joy  into  the  world  in  musical 
form.  Music  can  change 
people’s  moods  and  make  them 
dream... that’s  what  my  music 
is  about,”  states  Greg,  “and  as 
for  the  band,  we  simply  enjoy 
groovin’.” 


Music  Night  200^ fCViOW 


By  Katie  MacDonald,  III 

Staff  Writer 


Music  Night.  Every¬ 
one  knows  and  loves  it.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  some  have  even  partici¬ 
pated  in  it,  or  will  this  spring. 
But  what  can  members  of  the 
audience  expect  this  year? 
What  new  and  exciting  sur¬ 
prises  are  in  store  from  the  stu¬ 
dents  and  faculty  of  our  Music 
Department?  How  is  it  going  to 
top  this  year’s  Holiday  Concert, 
described  as  “a  wonderful  gift” 
by  strings  teacher,  Ms.  White? 
Well,  BLS  music  enthusiasts, 
here  are  the  answers  to  your 
questions. 

To  answer  these  ques¬ 
tions,  the  best  place  to  go  is 
straight  to  the  source.  That  is, 
to  our  very  own  Mr.  Harper,  Mr. 
Simmons,  Ms.  White,  Ms. 
Fernandes  and  Mr.  Pitts,  and 
ask  them  w  hat  their  plans  for 
the  spring  concert  are.  and  what 
they  thought  of  the  Holiday 
Concert.  In  general,  all  the 


teachers  concurred  that  the 
Holiday  Concert  went  very 
well.  Mr.  Pitts  said  that  the  con¬ 
cert  showed  “overall  growth  in 
all  groups”.  Highlights  of  the 
Holiday  Concert  were  the  de¬ 
buts  of  two  new  groups,  the 
Wolftones,  and  the  Chamber 
Orchestra.  These  groups 
showed  an  amazing  amount  of 
hard  work  and  pure  talent.  The 
Wolftones  featured  amazing 
soloists,  and  the  Chamber  Or¬ 
chestra  featured  an  excellent 
performance  of  selections  from 
“The  Nutcracker  Suite”.  The 
Concert  Choir  received  a  stand¬ 
ing  ovation  for  their  perfor¬ 
mance  of  “The  Hallelujah  Cho¬ 
rus”.  To  close  the  concert,  the 
BLS  Symphony  Orchestra,  a 
combination  of  the  BLS  Senior 
Concert  Band,  and  string  stu¬ 
dents  from  Ms.  White’s  classes, 
performed  Leroy  Anderson’s 
“Sleigh  Ride,”  adding  a  fresh, 
new  feel  to  BLS  Holiday  Con¬ 
cert  tradition. 

Music  Night  2002 


should  be  equally  as  excellent. 
Both  Ms.  Fernandes  and  Mr. 
Simmons  say  that  a  union  of  the 
seventh,  eighth  and  ninth  grade 
choruses  for  a  performance  of 
“America”  is  intended.  This  is 
sure  to  be  a  superb  routine.  Mr. 
Simmons  also  said  that  the 
Ninth  Grade  Chorus  is  learning 
some  songs  in  Latin,  and  the 
Concert  Choir  is  expanding 
their  repertoire  to  include  more 
challenging  classical  and  opera 
music.  Mr.  Harper  is  looking 
forward  to  the  debut  of  his  new 
jazz  band.  Ms.  White  re¬ 
sponded  that  “exciting  sur¬ 
prises”  were  in  store  from  our 
string  musicians.  Mr.  Pitts,  the 
head  of  the  Fine  Arts  depart¬ 
ment  replied  that  he  hoped  to 
“keep  things  on  schedule”. 

Music  Night  2002  is 
scheduled  for  April  26,  Make 
sure  to  get  your  tickets  for  what 
is  certain  to  be  a  night  of  musi¬ 
cal  brilliance! 


April  2002 
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“Little  SJaop^^rrors” 


By  Rob  Winikates,  III 

Staff  Writer 


The  first  musical  to  be 
put  on  at  BLS  in  a  long  time  is 
being  performed  this  spring. 
“Little  Shop  of  Horrors,”  the 
hilarious  play  written  by 
Howard  Ashman  and  Alan 
Menken  is  being  performed  by 
the  BLS  drama  club,  and  is  di¬ 
rected  by  Diana  Kimball,  with. 
Genevieve  Shattow  II  as  assis¬ 
tant  director  and  Kelly  Taylor 
II  as  the  stage  manager. 

The  main  character  in 
the  play,  Seymour,  played  by 
Joe  Gels  (IV),  works  in  a  skid 
row  florist  and  is  in  danger  of 


losing  his  job.  However,  he 
finds  a  magical  Venus  flytrap 
which  brings  traffic  through 
this  once  deserted  shop.  To  find 
out  what  havoc  this  plant 
wreaks,  make  sure  to  see  the 
play. 

Ari  Barr, III,  and  Pat 
Bocuzzi,II,  are  the  voice  and 
puppeteer  respectively  for  this 
bloodthirsty  plant.  “Puppe¬ 
teer?”  you  say.  Yes,  puppeteer. 
The  drama  club  is  renting  a 
Venus  flytrap  in  order  for  the 
most  effective  presentation. 
Three  seniors  play  the  remain¬ 
ing  major  parts  of  the  play,  with 
Michelle  Whitaker  as  Audrey, 
the  girl  of  Seymour’s  dreams. 


Jonathan  Smalls  as  Mr. 
Mushnik,  Seymour’s  boss,  and 
finally,  Joseph  Steven  as  Orin, 
Audrey’s  current  boyfriend. 

The  play  will  be  per¬ 
formed  in  the  Boston  Latin 
School  auditorium,  and  it  will 
be  worth  seeing.  Not  only  is 
the  play  hilarious,  but  Mr. 
Simmons  is  the  musical  direc¬ 
tor  of  this  play,  so  the  music 
will  surely  be  phenomenal.  The 
pit  orchestra  is  a  six  instrument 
rhythm  section,  which  plays 
along  with  the  actors’  singing. 
The  music  shifts  from  a  lead 
style,  to  60s  music,  to  a  rather 
dreamy,  bluesy  style  through¬ 
out  the  course  of  the  play. 


Flowriders  ride  the  waves 


By  Steven  Dewey,  II 

CONTRIBUTNG  WRITER 

The  Flowriders  are  one 
of  the  most  exciting  bands  to  hit 
Boston  Latin  in  a  long  time. 
They’re  headed  up  by  Charles 
Hickox,  who  plays  guitar  and 
sings  the  band’s  vocals.  Adam 
Cohen-Leadholm  plays 
accompanying  guitar,  and  Ross 
Howard  plays  the  drums.  The 
Flowriders,  who  also  go  to 
Berkeley  school  of  music, 
recently  performed  at  Boston 
Latin’s  first  annual  Cabaret 
night,  where  they  played  the 
longest  set  of  all  the  performers, 
continuing  long  after  the  lights 
were  dimmed  to  signal  the  end 
of  their  program.  They’ve  also 
begun  to  play  at  a  substantial 
number  of  local  parties,  where 
they  play  covers  or  try  out  their 
own  material. 

Known  for  his  wailing 
guitar  solos  and  classic  style, 
Charles  turns  the  Flowriders 
into  a  specimen  of  the  epic  indie 
band  that  hasn’t  quite  made  the 
mainstream  yet.  The  Flowriders 


are  awesome  to  watch  live,  and 
since  they  don’t  yet  publish 
their  songs  (or  even,  it  seems, 
write  them  down),  the  show  is 
completely  unpredictable. 
Adam  and  Charles  combine  to 
form  interesting  harmonies  on 
the  guitar,  often  playing  the 
same  general  melody  but  each 
twisting  it  around  into  a  new 
style  and  taking  it  from  there. 
To  see  Charles  is  to  believe.  His 
improvisations  range  from  slow 
and  soulful  blues  that  break 
your  heart  to  insane,  chaotic 
frenzies,  savage  sounds  that 
make  your  spirit  soar.  Adam  is 
the  ideal  rhythm  guitar  player, 
always  on  the  ball,  keeping  the 
band  together  with  a 
progressive  tune.  Thanks  to 
Adam,  the  Flowriders  don’t 
need  no  stinkin’  bass.  Ross,  the 
local  ruler  of  rhythm,  provides 
a  steady  beat,  without  ever 
becoming  just  another  glorified 
metronome.  He  is  just  as  much 
an  essential  element  of 
Flowrider  rock  as  any  of  the 
other  members,  and  it  shows  in 
their  music.  Each  musician  has 


his  own  style  that  combines 
with  the  others  to  make  the 
Flowriders  what  they  are: 
electric. 

If  you  would  like  to  see 
the  Flowriders  perform,  it’s  a 
good  idea  to  talk  to  one  of  the 
band  members  about  when 
they’re  performing  and  how  to 
get  directions.  They  usually 
perform  either  in  the  Savin  Hill 
or  Back  Bay  areas,  and  don’t 
charge  for  admission,  since 
parties  make  up  the  majority  of 
their  venues.  They  have  yet  to 
make  a  CD,  but  Charles  tells  me 
they’ll  be  looking  into 
independent  production  within 
the  next  year.  Later  on  this  year, 
they’ll  be  entering  a  Battle  of 
the  Bands  in  Worchester,  where 
they  stand  a  chance  to  win  16 
hours  of  recording  time  - 
enough  to  put  a  CD  in  your 
greedy  hands!  They’re  also  in 
the  middle  of  developing  a  web 
site,  which  should  make  them 
more  accessible  to  the  general 
public.  The  Flowriders  know 
how  to  ROCK! 


Handel  and  Haydn 


(continued  from  page  1) 
that  “By  2005,  the  Handel  & 
Haydn  Society  will  be  recog¬ 
nized  as  a  world  leader  in  his¬ 
torically  informed  perfor¬ 
mance,  presenting  Baroque  and 
Classical  music  performed  by 
the  foremost  period  instrument 
orchestra  and  chorus,  and  lead¬ 
ing  the  industry  with  innova¬ 
tive  concert  programming  and 
community  and  educational 
outreach.” 

So  here  we  have  the 
Handel  &  Haydn  Society  —  a 
world-class  organization  of 
beautiful  music  and  talented 
artists. 

What  in  the  WORLD  are 
they  doing  futzing  around  in  a 
public  high  school  on  Satur¬ 


days  from  9:30  to  3:00? 

It  is  all  part  of  an  educa¬ 
tional  branch  of  the  H&H  Soci¬ 
ety  called  the  Vocal  Apprentice¬ 
ship  Program  (VAP).  This  pro¬ 
gram  meets  in  the  Arts  Wing  of 
our  school  at  the  aforemen¬ 
tioned  times,  and  while  open  to 
all  students,  it  is  free  for  those 
from  BLS.  It’s  divided  into  sev¬ 
eral  different  groups:  the  H  & 
H  Singers  (ages  8-11),  the  H  & 
H  Youth  Chorus  (ages  10-13), 
the  Male  Ensemble  and  the 
Treble  Ensemble,  two  groups 
for  high  school  age  students.  In 
addition  it  offers  classes  for 
younger  student  musicians  in 
topics  such  as  beginner  theory. 
Liz  Johnson,  III,  a  member  of 
the  Treble  Ensemble,  describes 


it  as  “a  good  choir”  and  a 
“worthwhile  experience.”  “The 
partnership  at  BLS  so  far  has 
been  extremely  receptive  and 
effective,”  says  Ms.  Baker.  She 
also  cites  Mr.  Pitts  and  Ms. 
Kelley  as  those  responsible  for 
“such  a  fruitful  partnership.” 
BLS  is  extremely  fortunate  to 
host  this  enriching  program  and 
offer  a  valuable  opportunity  for 
musicians  in  and  out  of  BLS. 
Keep  an  eye  out  for  their  next 
concert:  May  5th  at  3PM  at 
Melrose  Memorial  Hall,  where 
you  can  see  for  yourself  that 
Handel  and  Haydn  are  indeed 
more  satisfying  than  Ben  and 
Jerry  and  (though  it  may  be 
hard  to  believe)  more  entertain¬ 
ing  than  Ren  and  Stimpy. 


A&E 


Spotlight 


Alec  Gordon 


By  Brandon  Swanson,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


When  I  first  met  Alec,  we  were  teammates  on  a 
Parkway  youth  soccer  team  about  6  years  ago.  We  were  the 
team  in  the  black  jerseys,  I  think.  As  far  as  I  could  tell,  he  was 
just  a  normal  kid.  Little  did  I  know,  Alec  was  something  of  a 
musical  virtuoso. 

Alec  first  picked  up  his  violin  before  he  started 
kindergarten.  He  was  only  four  when  the  XXS  violin  was 
handed  to  him  from  his  mother.  Little  Alec  practiced  and 
practiced  under  his  mother’s  watchful  eye,  and  the  guidance  of 
several  teachers.  Unbeknownst  to  even  Alec  at  that  point,  he 
was  extremely  gifted.  He  had  in  fact  been  blessed  with  perfect 
pitch.  Perfect  pitch 
is  a  rare  talent  to  be 
found.  For  those  of 
you  out  there  who 
have  no  idea  what 
perfect  pitch  means: 
perfect  pitch  is  the 
ability  to  be  able  to 
distinguish  the 
difference  between 
pitches...  perfectly. 

In  other  words,  if  Alec  were  to  sit  in  Symphony  Hall  and  listen 
to  the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra  perform  Mahler’s  Symphony 
Number  One ,  he  could  tell  you  that  the  third  trumpet  from  the 
left  played  a  B  instead  of  an  A. 

Alec’s  professional  career  began  when  he  was  only  8, 
and  was  selected  to  join  the  Greater  Boston  Youth  Symphony 
Orchestra,  or  G.B.Y.S.O.  Alec  is  still  a  member  of  this 
prestigious  Orchestra,  having  spent  the  last  three  years  in  the 
‘senior’  orchestra.  Being  part  of  this  illustrious  gathering  of 
musicians  has  not  been  all  fun  and  games,  however.  Every 
Sunday,  Alec  has  devoted  not  one,  not  two,  not  five,  but  six 
hours  of  his  time  to  rehearsal.  This  in  itself  may  sound 
astonishing,  but  imagine  practicing  at  least  two  hours  daily  on 
your  own,  and  attending  private  lessons  weekly.  This  upcoming 
summer,  Alec  is  touring  Eastern  Europe  for  three  weeks  with 
G.B.Y.S.O.  The  orchestra  will  play  in  several  cities  including 
Prague  and  Budapest. 

This  past  summer,  Alec  auditioned,  and  was  selected 
for  the  Tanglewood  Institute  Orchestra.  These  auditions  attract 
the  best  musicians  worldwide.  He  spent  six  weeks  of  his 
summer  working  with  coaches  from  the  Boston  Symphony 
Orchestra,  as  well  as  other  prestigious  institutions  from  around 
the  world.  Just  recently  Alec  was  selected  to  the  2002  Southeast 
District  Orchestra,  followed  by  the  All-State  Orchestra. 

Throughout  his  career,  Alec  has  focused  mainly  on 
Classical  music.  He  is  not,  however,  adverse  to  experimenting 
with  his  musical  capabilities.  Alec  plans  to  continue  with  his 
study  of  the  violin,  and  “just  have  fun”  with  it.  If  you  want  to 
catch  Alec  at  his  best  (tuxedo  and  all),  he  will  be  playing  several 
dates:  Friday,  June  7,  2002,  at  7pm  at  the  Hatch  Shell  on  the 
Charles  River  and  Saturday,  June  15,  2002,  at  7:30pm  at  the 
Saunders  Theater  in  Cambridge.  Alec  will  also  be  playing  at 
my  wedding  (whenever  that  is),  free  of  charge.  He’ll  be  the 
guy  walking  around  during  dinner  taking  requests. 


Every  Sunday,  Alec  has 
devoted  not  one,  not 
two,  not  five,  but  six 
hours  of  his  time  to 
rehearsal. 
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(continued  from  page  1 ) 

assists.  Seventh  grader 
Mariella  “Carrot  Top”  Collins 
(five  goals,  four  assiststhis 
season),  eighth  grader 
Samantha  “S’more”  Morrissey 
(one  goal,  two  assists),  eighth 
grader  Jill  Mahoney  (two  goals, 
nine  assists),  and  converted 
defenseman  Julie  DelPrato 
have  all  stepped  up  to  add  some 
offensive  fire  for  the  Wolfpack. 

While  defense  has  not 
been  one  of  the  team’s  strongest 
points,  the  Wolfpack  boasts  one 
of  the  state’s  finest  blue-liners 
with  eighth  grader  Jacqui  “P.J. 
Stock”  Villani.  The  powerful 
defenseman  has  made  a  world 


Simply  the  best 


of  difference;  she  never  backs 
away  from  an  opponent  and  has 
yet  to  hesitate  in  knocking  an 
elusive  forward  onto  the  ice. 
Also  big  on  defense  is  Katie 
“Penguin”  Balaconis,  a 
promising  freshman  who  uses 
offensive-minded  skills  to  put 
up  center-like  numbers  with 
three  goals  and  21  assists. 

Junior  All-Scholastic 
Helen  McCarthy  has  been 
Latin’s  Ace  in  the  Hole  between 
the  pipes  the  last  five  seasons. 
The  four-time  All-Star  posted 
six  shutouts  and  a  stingy  1.2 
goals  against  average  this 
season,  earning  an  invitation  to 
the  Boston  Globe  and  Hockey 
Night  in  Boston  All-Scholastic 


teams.  When  anyone  asks  the 
girls  why  their  championship 
team  is  so  good,  they  will  often 
reply  that  it’s  working  as  a  team 
that  got  them  to  the  finals.  The 
locker  room  was  adorned  with 
posters  reading,  “Together, 
Everyone  Achieves  More”  and 
“Win  graciously,  lose  with 
dignity.”  This  group  of  power¬ 
ful  girls  has  the  right  attitude, 
the  right  deter-mination,  and 
the  right  moves  to  be  MIAA 
State  Champions.  Despite 
being  considered  underdogs  all 
season,  the  girls  rallied  late  in 
the  season  to  play  big  when  it 
mattered  and  have  finished, 
once  again,  number  one. 


GIRL  CELEBRATE  AFTER  SCORING  THE  FIRST  GOAL  OF  THE  GAME 


Boys  Hockey  returns  to  playoffs 


By  Orla  O’Brien,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


This  winter  I  learned 
how  to  fill  out  a  game  sheet, 
how  to  tape  a  stick,  and  how  to 
drive  to  suburban  rinks  in  all 
corners  of  the  state.  But  the 
most  important  thing  I  learned 
is  that  sometimes  statistics  do 
not  accurately  portray  the 
strengths  of  a  team.  The  Boys 
Hockey  Team  finished  the 
season  with  a  record  of  1 0-4-7. 


What  these  numbers  fail  to 
show  is  the  amount  of  effort  and 
unity  these  boys  put  forth  each 
time  they  took  to  the  ice. 

This  team  had  no  superstar, 
no  one  goal  scorer  who  could 
be  counted  on  for  the  win.  As  a 
result,  every  single  player  had 
to  put  forth  his  best  effort  for 
every  game.  This  team 
mentality  of  cooperation  came 
to  the  forefront  as  the  Division- 
Two  South  tournament  began. 
Seeded  ninth,  the  Wolfpack 


traveled  to  Falmouth  to  beat 
eighth  ranked  Dennis- 
Yarmouth  3-2.  The 
determination  of  the  team  was 
obvious  as  Latin  held  a  31-6 
lead  in  shots  on  net  during  the 
first  two  periods. 

A  group  of  nine  senior 
veterans  led  the  team  with  skill 
and  experience.  Dual  County 
League  MVP  Mike  McCarthy 
and  fellow  Captain  and  DCL- 
All-Star  James  Duffy  provided 
leadership  and  talent.  Pat 


Balaconis  and  Pat  Moran  could 
always  be  counted  on  for 
intensity  and  focus,  which  often 
resulted  in  heavy  hits  and  goal 
scoring.  Tim  Mahoney  returned 
from  a  year  off  to  continue  as  a 
valuable  contributor.  Anthony 
Bonaceto  and  Steve  Kasper 
were  the  anchors  of  the  third 
line,  and  by  playing  off  each 
other  were  able  to  capitalize  on 
goal-scoring  opportunities. 
Senior  defensemen  Eric  Memer 
and  Matt  Regal  developed  and 


improved  their  abilities  all 
season  long  to  keep  the  puck 
out  of  the  zone. 

A  core  group  of  skillful 
juniors  will  return  next  year 
and  undoubtedly  lead  the 
Wolfpack  to  more  success. 
Also  coming  back  will  be 
freshman  goalie  John  Bruno, 
who  moved  up  from  Junior 
Varsity  partway  into  the  season 
and  improved  notably  through 
his  trial-by-fire  experience. 


Q&A  with  Mitty 


MITTY  GETS  READY  FOR  BASEBALL  SEASON 


By  Mitty,  ? 


Staff  Writer 

Hey  all.  After  the 
tremendous  success  of  my  first 
article,  1  have  been  absolutely 
llooded  with  questions.  The 
following  is  a  sample  of  the 
most  probing  questions  as  well 
as  my  answers: 

Q:  Are  you  short? 

A:  Yes. 


Q:  What  do  you  like  most  about 
BLS? 

A:  The  people.  You  guys  are 
just  swell. 

Q:  What  do  you  like  least  about 
BLS? 

A:  Oh.  Where  to  start?  There 
are  so  many  terrible...  I’ve  just 
been  told  by  my  editor  that  1  am 
not  allowed  to  insult  the  school. 
1  love  this  school  in  every  way. 
The  bathrooms  are.  if  anything, 
too  clean.  I  love  this  school. 


Q:  Are  you  short? 

A:  No.  I  mean,  yes. 

Q:  Don’t  you  think  your  readers 
deserve  better  than  this  piece  of 
you-know-what  you’re  giving 
them? 

A:  Yeah.  Sorry. 

Q:  What  does  all  this  have  to 
do  with  sports? 

A:  I  have  absolutely  no  idea. 
Q:  What  do  you  think  of  the 
Red  Sox’s  chances  this  year? 
A:  Pretty  good.  The  way  1  see 
it,  anyone  can  have  a  bad 
century  (this  was  not  my  line,  I 
saw  it  on  a  T-Shirt),  the  Red  Sox 
are  due  for  a  championship. 
Sure  the  Yankees  have  a  really 
good  1-5  starting  rotation,  and 
Giambi.  Sure  the  Mariners  won 
116  last  year.  Sure  the... 
actually  I’d  like  to  change  my 
answer  to  “pretty  bad.” 

Q:  This  is  a  two-part  question: 
A:  Yes. 

Q:  Haven’t  you  passed  your 
word  limit  by  now'? 

A:  Yes. 

Q:  So  why  are  you  still  wasting 
our  time  with  this  stupid 
article? 

A:  Yes. 


Q:  That  wasn’t  a  yes  or  no 
question. 

A:  And  that  wasn’t  a  question 
at  all. 

Q:  Argh  this  is  frustrating. 

A:  You’re  telling  me. 

Q:  Why  are  you  wasting  our 
time  with  this  stupid  article? 
A:  I’m  waiting  for  someone  to 
ask  me  if  I’m  short  before  I 
finish  the  article. 

Q:  Fine.  Are  you  short? 
A:Actually  your  time  for 
questions  is  up,  I  have  to  move 
on  to  someone  else  now. 

Q:  Will  you  be  playing  baseball 
for  the  BLS  varsity  team  this 
year? 

A:  Good  question.  The  coach 
seems  to  object  to  the  fact  that 
I  am  virtually  the  size  of  the 
baseball  itself.  He  says  that 
would  make  it  difficult  for  me 
to  catch  fastballs,  curveballs, 
are  even  golf  balls.  My  opinion 
on  the  matter  is  that  if  I’m  short 
(which,  by  the  way,  1  am),  I 
have  a  smaller  strike  zone  than 
most  guys.  I’m  not  currently  on 
the  team,  but  I’m  starting  a 
petition  to  get  a  hearing  for  an 
appeal  on  the  matter.  It  should 


all  be  settled  by  the  time  I 
graduate. 

Q:  Why  are  you  still  wasting 
our  time  with  this  stupid 
article? 

A:  Hey,  didn’t  you  ask  that 
already? 

Q:  Yes. 

A:  That’s  not  a  question. 

Q:  Huh? 

A:  Never  mind. 

Q:  Which  came  first:  the 
chicken  or  the  egg? 

A:  What  does  that  have  to  do 
with  anything? 

Q:  That’s  a  question,  not  an 
answer. 

A:  You  got  me. 

Q:  Can  we  rap  this  up? 

A:  I  don’t  think  that’s  how  you 
spell  “rap”. 

Q:  It  is  how  I  spell  “rap”,  maybe 
it’s  just  not  how  you  spell  “rap”. 
A:  Good  point. 

Q:  What’s  your  favorite  TV 
show? 

A:  “Moesha”. 

Q:  Are  you  serious? 

A:  Hell  no. 

Q:  Are  you  short? 

A:  Yes  I  am.  Good  night 
everybody. 
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By  Jonathan  Krieger,  II 

Sports  Editor 


The  Boston  Latin  School 
wrestling  team  has  just  come 
from  a  grueling  match  against 
Hopkington.  The  weary 
members  of  the  Wolfpack 
squad  leave  the  gym,  head 
down  the  stairs,  and  enter  the 
connecting  hallway.  As  they 
walk  through  the  hall,  they  talk 
aimlessly  about  school,  the 
match  they  just  played,  and  any 
other  topic  that  wanders  into 
their  mind.  Then,  everyone 


By  Greg  Halloran,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


If  you  thought  it  was 
impressive  when  the  Patriots 
went  from  5-11  to  11-5,  wait 
until  you  hear  about  the  BLS 
Girls  Basketball  Team.  After 
last  year’s  rebuilding  season 
and  5-15  record,  captains 
Jackie  Coffey  (I),  Katherine 
Stone  (II),  Alex  Allukian  (II), 


By  Mark  Higgins,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


At  3  PM  on  Friday  March  22nd, 
the  newly-named  Roche  gym 
was  packed  with  students  and 
teachers  ready  to  cheer  on  their 
friends  and  colleagues.  As  the 
two  teams  warmed  up  it  was 
clear  the  teachers  were  a  passing 
team.  The  students  warmed  up, 
with  everything:  lay-ups  from  the 
low  post,  threes  from  well 
beyond  the  arc  and  of  course  the 
jumper  in  the  lane.  Everything 
was  falling  for  the  students. 

The  game  started  with  the 


Sports 


She’s  a  sole  girl 


files  into  the  boys’  locker  room. 
Everyone  except  Anka  Wilk. 

Anka  is  the 
sole  girl  on  the 
BLS  wrestling 
team.  “Some¬ 
times  it’s  nice  to 
have  my  own 
locker  room 
because  there’s 
not  all  that  noise,” 
she  said,-  “but  if 
I’m  like  the  only 
one  in  there  at  like 
6:30  with  mice 
running  around,  it’s  not  too 


great. 

Being  the  only  girl  on 
a  wrestling  team  can  under¬ 
standably  be 
difficult,  but 
Anka  manages 
to  block  it  out 
of  her  mind 
most  of  the 
time,  especi¬ 
ally  when  she’s 
wrestling. 
Even  when  she 
was  matched 
up  against  a 
guy,  she  stayed  concentrated  on 


the  sport,  “I  didn’t  really  pay 
attention  to  [his  being  a  boy],  I 
didn't  feel  any  different,  and  I 
didn't  wrestle  any  different. 
But  I  know  that  people  were 
watching  and  they  were  like, 
‘Oh,  it’s  a  boy  against  a  girl’ . . . 
but  for  me  I’m  just  like,  ‘Okay 
I  have  a  match;  I’m  gonna  try 
to  win  and  that’s  it.’”  (By  the 
way,  she  pinned  him). 

Due  to  her  unusual 
situation,  Anka  is  forced  to 
battle  more  than  just  her 
opponents.  “I  think  a  lot  of 
people  have  stereotypes  about 


ANKA  THE  WRESTLER 


Turnaround 


and  coach  Benny  Myers  led 
this  team  to  a  13-7  record  and 
an  appearance  in  the  state 
tournament. 

The  turnaround  is  a 
result  of  the  youth  movement 
begun  last  year  and  is  a 
reflection  of  Coach  Myers’ 
determination  in  sticking  with 
his  young  players  throughout 
the  tough  season.  When  asked 
what  has  made  such  a 


difference  between  this  year 
and  last,  Alex  Allukian 
responded,  “We  have  more 
experience.  We  know  now 
what  we  need  to  do  to  win.” 
They  sure  do.  The  13  wins  this 
season  included  a  46-40  upset 
of  Acton-Boxboro. 

Unfortunately,  the 
team  must  say  good-bye  to  a 
several  seniors  who  will  never 
forget  their  time  with  BLS.  For 


the  last  home  game  of  the 
regular  season,  the  five  seniors 
on  the  team,  Kathleen  Sullivan, 
Leigh  Gilmore,  Kate  Naber, 
Amelia  Kirnon,  and  Coffey, 
started  against  Weston. 
Sullivan  said,  “We  have  had  a 
great  season.  We  seniors  will 
never  forget  the  experience.” 

Sullivan  also  added, 
“The  girls  coming  up  have  great 
potential.  I’m  sure  they’ll  win 


Teachers  get  the  F  in  Basketball 


teachers  winning  the  tip-off,  but 
their  victory  was  short-lived.  The 
ball  was  immediately  stolen  and 
taken  to  the  hoop  for  the  easy  lay¬ 
up  by  sophomore  Jason  Johnson. 
The  kids  ran  up  an  early  double¬ 
digit  lead,  and  it  looked  to  be  a 
blowout  all  the  way,  but  the 
teachers  really  pushed  the  ball 
with  Mr.  Martin  and  Mr.  Redd  at 
the  point.  Mr.  Oswieki’s  inside 
game  was  particularly 
noteworthy.  (Now  if  only  he  had 
made  a  few  more  shots.)  And 
really,  who  expected  Mr.  Bonds 
to  have  such  ball-handling  skills? 
Coach  Myers  appeared  to  have 


a  set  rotation  of  faculty  players. 
At  guard  he  had  Mr.  Redd,  Mr. 
Martin,  Mr.  Bilodeau  and  Mr. 
Gavin;  at  forward  were  Mr. 
Myers,  Mr.  Oswieki,  Mr.  Bonds, 
and  Mr.  Balicki.  The  students 
were  forced  to  have  a 
representative  of  each  class  on 
the  court  at  all  times.  Coaches 
Jackie  Coffey  and  Pierre 
Thelusma  rotated  their  set  groups 
of  students  at  regular  intervals. 
Most  had  probrably  written  off 
the  teachers  by  the  end  of  the  first 
half.  The  teachers  went  from 
being  down  fourteen  points  to 
within  six.  There  were  six 


minutes  left  and  still  a  lot  of 
basketball  to  play.  Indeed,  the 
rest  of  the  game  was  a  battle  of 
inches.  Slowly  but  surely  the 
teachers  would  claw  back  with 
tenacious  defense  from  Mr. 
Oswieki  and  Mr.  Gavin  (the 
crowd  favorite,  with  his 
cartwheels.)  Covert  help  came 
from  the  generous  officiating  of 
Ms.  McClain  and  Mr. 
MacNamara.  I  even  think  I  saw 
a  teacher  tackle  a  student  about 
to  breakaway  and  have  the 
student  whistled  for  the  foul. 
Score:  39-38  and  only  30 
seconds  left.  Mr.  Oswieki 


girl  wrestlers,  like  they're  all 
butch  or  lesbian,  or  man-haters 
...  or  that  they  wanna  be 
different.”  But  for  Anka, 
wrestling  was  never  about 
being  different;  it  is  simply  a 
sport  she  loves.  “1  wasn't  going 
out  to  be  like,  ‘oh  yeah  I'm 
gonna  be  a  revolutionary.’” 
Regardless  of  what  you  may 
think,  Anka  is  just  another 
member  of  the  team. 

Even  if  she  doesn’t 
change  in  the  boys  locker  room. 


the  DCL  championship  next 
year.”  The  younger  players  are 
already  making  a  great  impact 
on  the  team  with  the  starting 
lineup,  which  includes  two 
sophomores.  Kristen  Stone  and 
Janelle  Jackson,  as  well  as  the 
three  captains.  That’s  right  the 
starting  five  contains  only  one 
senior,  and  that  means  a  large 
component  of  the  team  will  be 
back  next  year. 


hoisted  a  brick  from  trey  land 
with  nobody  on  him  and 
apparently  got  fouled  all  by 
himself.  The  student  body  was 
in  an  uproar,  three  foul  shots  that 
could  win  the  game.  Luckily  not 
a  single  free  throw  scored.  Tall 
Nick  the  Greek  kid  got  the  ball 
on  the  inbound  pass  and  was 
fouled  going  up  with  five 
seconds  left.  He  put  one  in  the 
hoop  and  people  thought  the 
game  was  over,  40-38.  The 
teachers  attempted  a  last 
desperate  shot  only  to  be  beat  by 
the  unforgiving  clock. 


Winter  sports  wrap-ups 


BOYS  INDOOR 

GIRLS  INDOOR 

WRESTLING 

TRACK 

TRACK 

BOYS  SWIMMING 

Record:  3-9 

Rank  in  DCL:  3rd  from  last 

Thoughts  on  past  season:  “We 
have  made  some  very  important 
strides  this  season,  and  should 
be  able  to  build  on  them  in  the 
future.”  -  Ben  Dockery,  II 

Thoughts  on  next  season:  “We 
all  got  a  lot  better  this  season. 
We  have  a  number  of  young 
players  who  are  improving,  and 
we  can  only  hope  to  get  better 
next  season.”  -Jimmy  Sun,  II 


BOYS  BASKETBALL 

Record:  0-20 
Rank  In  DCL:  Last 

Thoughts  on  last  season:  “It 
wasn’t  all  that  great  record- 
wise,  but  the  team  did  improve 
on  certain  aspects  of  the  game 
throughout  the  season.”  -Pierre 
Thlusma,  I 

Thoughts  on  next  season: 
“We’ll  have  a  lot  of 
experience. ..a  couple  of  big 
kids  are  going  to  be  playing  for 
us  next  year.”  -Pierre  Thlusma, 
I 


Record:  1-7 
Rank  in  DCL:  8th 

Thoughts  on  past  season: 
“Considering  the  small  team  we 
had  to  compete  with  this  year, 
we  did  fairly  well.  There  were 
a  lot  of  personal  records,  and 
we  did  very  well  individually.” 

-  Max  Bastien,  II 

Thoughts  on  next  season:  “Next 
season  we’ll  have  an  older  team 
with  more  veterans,  so  we 
should  have  a  better  record.” 

-Jonathan  Yee,  III 


Record:  3-5 
Rank  in  DCL:  5th 

Thoughts  on  past  season:  “We 
did  pretty  well,  I  guess,  and  our 
record  really  isn’t  reflective  of 
our  abilities  as  individuals.  We 
had  to  deal  with  coaching 
changes,  also.”  -  Liz Tricco,  III 

Thoughts  on  next  season: 
“Even  though  a  lot  of  seniors 
are  graduating  this  year,  the 
team  should  get  better  with 
time,  like  fine  wine.”  -  Liz 
Tricco,  III 


Record:  6-13 
Rank:  3rd  from  last 

Thoughts  on  past  season:  “We 
had  a  strong  team  with  mostly 
upperclassmen  who  achieved  to 
their  potential,  and  we  had 
some  quality  wins.”  -  Jose 
Valenzuala,  II 

Thoughts  on  next  season:  “We 
will  have  all  but  two  starters 
returning,  including  our  two 
stars.  We  have  a  good  core  of 
juniors  and  sophomores 
returning.” -Jose  Valenzuala,  II 
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Spotlight 


Matt  Regal 


By  Leigh  Gilmore,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

Matt  Regal’s  love  for 
sports  began  around  the  time  he 
learned  to  tie  his  own  shoes.  It 
started  with  playing  soccer  for 
many  different  leagues 
throughout  his  childhood, 
including  the  ADSL  and  the 
competitive  BAYS  travel  team. 
However,  his  real  career  began 
at  Latin  School,  when  he  joined 
the  Wolfpack. 

Demonstrating  strong 
leadership  qualities,  he  was 
named  captain  of  the  JV  team 
his  sophomore  year.  His  deter¬ 
mined  attitude  and  talent  gained 
him  a  starting  position  on  the 
Varsity  team.  Matt’s  optimism 
helped  the  team  persevere 
through  some  tough  games, 
influencing  fellow  teammates 
to  never  give  up. 

Regal’s  true  love  is 
hockey.  On  the  weekends  he 
can  be  found  at  Fallon  Field 
practicing  his  shot,  or  anywhere 
in  the  city  playing  street 
hockey.  He  made  the  varsity 
hockey  team  his  sophomore 
year,  bringing  his  intensity  to 
the  next  level.  This  team  was 
packed  with  extreme  talent,  but 
when  Regal  got  his  chance  he 
turned  some  heads  with  his 
tenacious  defense.  With  his 
winning  attitude,  Matt  plays  his 
heart  out  even  at  the  Mens 
League,  which  he  has  joined  for 
“extra  practice.” 

Not  only  can  Regal  skate, 
he  can  run  really  fast.  He 
decided  that  there  must  have 
been  a  sport  he  hadn’t  tried,  so 
he  became  a  member  of  the 
varsity  track  team  and  surprised 
everyone  by  running  a  five- 
minute  mile  in  the  first  race  of 
the  season.  Matt  claims  that  he 
gave  it  up  because  he  needed 
to  prep  for  soccer  and  hockey, 
but  1  think  it  was  because  there 
wasn’t  enough  contact,  and 
well,  maybe  those  track  shorts. 

When  I  asked  Regal  about 
his  greatest  sports  memories,  he 
replied  with  certain 
smoothness  in  his  voice.  “That 
time  1  won  the  cross-country 
race  in  the  sixth  grade  and  the 
final  hockey  game  of  the  season 
at  the  Fleet  Center.” 

Regal  tries  hard  in 
everything  he  does.  He  has  an 
extreme  amount  of  loyalty  to 
both  his  family  and  friends  and 
has  always  been  a  team  player. 
His  personality  has  a  certain 
uniqueness  like  no  other,  which 
1  admire,  and  that  is  a  rare 
quality  to  find.  1  am  sure  he  will 
make  the  same  lasting 
impression  in  college  and 
beyond. 


Sports  - 

Red 

LOSERVILLE 


By  Shawn  Guan,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


It  seems  so  perfect 
right  now.  The  Yawkeys  and 
their  Trust,  both  of  whom  have 
never  built  a  championship 
team,  are  gone.  The  Red  Sox 
have  acquired  considerable 
talent  in  the  off-season.  The 
team  has  a  new  personality,  one 
that  supposedly  reflects  that  of 
the  world  champion  Patriots. 
Eighty-four,  the  number  of 
years  in  which  the  Red  Sox 
haven’t  won  a  world  series,  is 
twice  as  much  as  forty-two,  the 
number  of  years  that  the 
Patriots  took  to  win  it  all. 

I  will  shatter  this 
perfect  reality.  There  are  many 
things  that  make  this  team 
prone  to  collapse.  Half  of  the 
starting  lineup  is  either 
unproven,  inconsitent,  or  inept. 
Four  of  the  five  starting  pitchers 
have  injury  problems.  The 
bullpen  may  be  the  only 
guaranteed  strong  spot  on  this 
team,  but  judging  from  the 
ineffectiveness  of  the  starters, 
it  will  be  put  under  great 
pressure.  The  coaching  staff  is 
inexperienced,  with  a  manager 
(who  had  a  .395  winning 
percentage)  and  most  of  the 
coaches  starting  their  first  full 
season. 

Here’s  my  projection 

Spring 

Crew 

By  Katy  Meagher,  I 

Staff  Writer 

When  speaking  to  the 
members  of  the  Boston  Latin 
School  Girls  Crew  Team,  it  is 
apparent  that  they  all 
concentrate  not  just  on  winning, 
but  on  having  a  good  time.  “We 
have  fun  and  do  what  we  need 
to  do,”  says  veteran  crew 
member  Liz  McDonnell  (1). 
Accompanying  Liz  are  fellow 
seniors  Suzie  Dinsmore,  Joanna 
Humphrey,  Diana  Saravelas, 
Chelsea  Fernandez  and 
Madeline  Sedovie.  Defeat  will 
not  be  an  option  for  these  girls, 
who  are  determined  to  work  up 
to  their  potential  during  the 
2002  spring  season. 

_ Gfetefc 

By  Darius  Banani,  III 

CONTRIBI  TING  WRITER 


The  reigning  Division  I 
state  champion  Boston  Latin 
School  Girls  Tennis  Team  is 


for  the  season:  The  Red  Sox 
might  make  the  playoffs  as  a 
wild  card  team.  But  it  is  almost 
guaranteed  that  they  won’t  win 
the  AL  East,  due  to  the  inflated 
(130  million  dollars)  payroll  of 
the  Yankees  (Guess  Selig  is 


right  about  a  salary  cap).  If  they 
reach  the  playoffs,  they  will 
have  a  huge  collapse,  as  they 
have  had  in  the  past.  I  guess 
we’ll  have  to  wait  another  year. 


The  views  expressed  in  this 
article  do  not  necessarily 
reflect  the  views  of  this  writer. 


looking  forward  to  yet  another 
successful  season.  The  team’s 
goals  are  simple,  according  to 
veteran  singles  player  Erin 
Flemming  (I):  “Another  state 
championship. . . .  We  also  hope 
to  go  undefeated  in  the  DCL 
again.”  In  terms  of  their  strong 
points,  Erin,  along  with  fellow 
team  member  senior  Gabriela 
Perez-Hobrecker,  believes  that, 
“We  have  a  strong  team.  We 
have  an  all-around  team.”  They 
went  on  to  emphasize  the  most 
important  part  of  being  on  the 
BLS  tennis  team:  “We  just  want 
to  have  fun  ...  while  getting  to 
the  states.” 

By  Darius  Banani,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


The  Boys  Tennis  Team  is 
beginning  a  rebuilding  process. 
Having  lost  three  key  seniors 
from  last  season,  the  boys  are 
attempting  to  salvage  a  season 
with  little  hope.  There  are 


By  Dan  Weissman,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


“1918.”  They  think 
they’re  funny.  The  taunts,  the 
jeers,  the  disgrace  of  living  in 
Loserville  since  Bill  Buckner’s 


little  slip  up  in  ‘86  . . .  but  thanks 
to  the  Patriots  and  Tom  Brady, 
it’s  all  over.  (So  it’s  football,  who 
cares?)  It’s  a  new  era  now,  baby. 
Thanks  to  the  Patriots,  we  are  in 
the  Bostonian  year  1  A.L.  (after- 
Loserville),  and  things  have 
changed:  new  owners,  a  new 
general  manager,  and  a  new 
manager.  And  oh  how  the  mighty 
have  fallen!  The  Yankees  *gasp* 
lost  the  World  Series?  To  a 


several  freshmen  and  eighth 
graders  who  look  to  be  the 
future  of  this  team,  and  there 
seems  to  be  an  optimistic 
outlook.  Junior  Co-captain 
Mike  Kennedy  said,  “This  year 
is  a  rebuilding  year.  We  lost  all 
of  our  singles  players  to  college 
last  year,  although  we  do  have 
a  lot  of  young  talent  eager  to 
improve  their  game.”  He 
added,  “We’re  doing  pretty  well 
but  we  need  a  couple  of  solid 
doubles  teams  to  help  us  get 
some  wins.  Our  hope  is  to  pull 
out  some  big  wins  and  make  the 
state  tournament  some  time 
down  the  road.” 

Baseball 

By  Katy  Meagher,  I 

Staff  Writer 

After  last  year’s  successful 
season  with  a  total  of  17 
victories,  the  Boston  Latin 
baseball  team  is  determined  to 
win  even  more  games  this 
spring.  With  veterans  such  as 
seniors  Burgess  Nichols,  Mike 
McCarthy,  Eric  Merner  and 


fourth-year  expansion  team? 
Need  we  any  more  signs?  No!  It 
is  time,  my  fellow  Bostonians,  to 
prepare!  There  is  no  escaping  the 
fact  that  the  Boston  Red  Sox  will 
win  the  World  Series  in  2002. 
“Well  that’s  just  great,”  a  skeptic 
might  say,  “but  why  are  they 
going  to  win  this  year  as  opposed 
to  any  other  year?” 

I  suggest  looking  at  this 
team  and  contrasting  the 
impeccable  pitching  (the  average 
ERA  of  Pedro  Martinez  and  the 
Wrecking  Crew  is  a  minute  3.54) 
with  the  high-octane  bats  of 
Nomar  Garciaparra,  Manny 
Ramirez,  and  Tony  Clark.  Or  the 
lightning-quick  speed  of  Johnny 
Damon  and  Ricky  Henderson, 
with  the  amazing  outfield 
defense  ofTrot  Nixon.  Or  (most 
importantly)  see  that  we  won’t 
have  to  worry  about  Crazy  Carl 
headbutting  umps  or  listen  to 
Jimy  Williams’  oh-so-mind- 
numbing  post-game  press 
conferences  anymore.  Oh  yes, 
the  rest  of  the  league  (especially 
the  Yankees)  will  be  shakin’  in 
their  boots  when  they  see  this 
Goliath  of  a  baseball  team! 

The  Beantown  Bashers 
are  back  in  business,  and  here  to 
stay.  This  is  the  year,  folks:  The 
Red  Sox  Dynasty  begins  in  2002, 
and  what  a  party  it  will  be! 


Steve  Kasper  leading  the  way, 
triumph  should  not  be  difficult. 
Nichols  agrees:  “Our 

expectations  for  this  year  are  . . . 
the  same  as  those  of  the  past. 
We  expect  to  win  because  we 
have  a  bunch  of  motivated 
individuals,  and  we  are  a  hard 
working  team  that  will  get  to 
the  post  season.”  For  this  team, 
such  a  goal  is  easily  within 
reach. 

Softball 

By  Chao  Pan,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


As  spring  approaches, 
Wolfpack  softball  is  getting 
ready  for  another  successful 
season.  The  team  boasts  a  solid 
roster  this  year,  led  by  all-star 
pitcher  Jackie  Coffey  (I).  Lady 
Wolfpack  looks  to  advance 
further  into  the  playoffs  than 
last  year,  when  they  were 
eliminated  in  the  first  round 
after  a  respectable  season.  The 
team  lacks  neither  talent  nor 
experience  this  season. 
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Sports 

Spring  Spor£ye 

we  v\/s 


Boys 

Volleyball 

By  Leanne  Gaffney,  II 

CONTRIBI TING  WRITER 


Boys  volleyball  is 
gearing  up  for  another  season. 
The  boys  are  hoping  to  equal 
the  girls’  feat,  being  named 
DCL  Champions,  last  season. 
The  boys  admittedly  have  a 
ways  to  go,  but  grasping  the 
title  that  the  girls  bear  is  by  no 
means  impossible.  Juniors 
Chao  Pan  and  Jimmy  Sun 
report  that  the  boys  varsity 
team  is  composed  mostly  of 
returning  players  this  year, 
making  their  goal  plausible. 
The  boys  are  enthusiastic  about 
the  upcoming  season,  and 
along  with  their  coach,  Sean 
McMorrow,  they  welcome  all 
of  the  BLS  community  to  share 


in  their  future  struggles  and, 
hopefully,  their  abounding 
successes.  Their  schedule  will 
be  made  available  through  the 
parent  e-mail  list;  you  can  also 
ask  one  of  the  boys  about  their 
game  times.  Come  out  and 
support  the  team!  After  all,  if 
they  do  become  DCL 
champions,  wouldn’t  you  want 
to  be  able  say  that  you  were 
there  from  the  beginning? 

Sailing 

By  St.  John  Barned- 
Smith,  III 

Contributing  Writer 

It’s  that  time  of  year 
again-the  time  when  members 
of  the  BLS  sailing  team  get  into 
gear  and  onto  the  Charles  on 
their  boats.  Having  moved  to  a 
new  league,  training  with  new 
styles  and  tactics,  and  working 
under  the  leadership  of  the  new 


coach  Emily  Diawve,  the  team 
is  ready  to  soar  high.  “We  are 
going  to  do  well,”  says  team 
member  Aaron  Gerrat,  “and  we 
are  starting  practice  a  full 
month  early  this  year.” 

Girls 

Outdoor  Track 

By  St.  John  Barned- 
Smith,  III 

Contributing  Writer 

Having  lost  many 
players  to  graduation  last  year, 
it  may  be  difficult  for  the  Girls 
Outdoor  Track  team  to  equal 
last  year’s  winning  season. 
Despite  this,  the  girls  have  a 
large  group  of  enthusiastic 
young  runners  and  throwers 
who  hope  to  dominate  the  DCL 
as  they  have  in  years  past.  They 
train  under  the  guidance  of  a 
new  coach  this  year. 


Boys 

Outdoor  Track 

By  Jonathan  Yee,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


Although  coming  off  a 
rocky  indoor  season  plagued  by 
injuries,  the  boys’  track  team  is 
back  with  renewed  focus  and 
will  stop  at  nothing  short  of 
victory  this  outdoor  season. 
Senior  captains  Chris 
“Spiderman”  Whitmore,  Joan 
“Superman”  Duran  and  Max 
“Flash”  Bastien  will  lead  the 
boys  and  hope  to  end  their 
careers  with  a  bang.  As  the 
regular  season  approaches,  the 
team  has  endured  conditioning 
and  plyometic  workouts  that 
have  left  even  seasoned  football 
players  groaning.  These  guys 
are  ready  to  show  the  DCL  that 
they  can  take  both  the  pain  and 
the  victory. 


Sport  or 


NOT 


Sport 


“Pie  eating  is  most  definitely  a 
sport.  It’s  like  a  race  for  fat 
people,  and  you  get  an  award 
for  winning.  What  else  do  you 
want?” 

—Stephen  Scapicchio,  II 


UJ 

— 

nJ 

>* 

Q 

Z 

UJ 

5 

CO 


Not  a  Sport 

“Well,  that  depends  on  the  type 
of  pie  .  . 

—Faith  Imafidon,  II 


Sport 

“Yes,  love,  pie  eating  is 
certainly  a  sport.  First  because 
it  involves  activity  and  skill, 
and  second  because  you’re 
competing  against  other  players 
that  have  different  abilities,  and 
may  not  be  as  talented,  or  have 
as  big  a  stomach  as  you.” 

—Nina  Roma-Agvanian,  I 


Not  a  Sport 

“It  would  be  hard  to  look  at  a 
‘champion  pie-eater’  and  call 
him  an  athlete.” 

— Niora  Fabian,  I 


Sport 

“Well  me  being  pie  eating 
champion,  I  can  say  it  exerts  no 
strain  on  the  eater,  except  when 
the  eater  is  like  ‘yo-mama’  fat. 
In  that  case  it  should  be  in  the 
Olympics.  What’s  ‘curling’ 
anyways?” 

—Pat  Boccuzzi,  I 


Not  a  Sport 

“Any  activity  where  the  only 
risk  of  injury  is  choking  on 
whipped  cream  and  blueberries 
is  not  a  sport.” 

— Caitlin  Gillooly,  II 


Sport 

“Pie  eating  is  definitely  a  sport. 
I  can  say  from  experience  that 
it  requires  an  incredible 
amount  of  endurance”. 

— Jose  Valenzuala,  II 


Not  a  Sport 

“I  don’t  think  it’s  a  sport 
because  it’s  just  eating,  which 
everyone  can  do.  It  takes  no 
skill,  just  a  big  stomach.” 

—Catherine  Coughlan,  1 


Sport 

“Definitely!  It  has  everything 
a  sport  should-technique, 
competition,  potential  for 
uncontrollable  violence.  Yay 
pie-eating!” 

—Meredith  Garry,  III 


Spotlight 
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Liz  Erlandson 

By  Jackie  Coffey,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

Elizabeth  Erlandson  plays 
three  varsity  sports,  yet  does  not 
receive  the  recognition  that  she 
deserves  at  BLS.  She  is 
oftentimes  overlooked,  but  it  is 
obvious  to  all  her  teammates 
that  she  has  great  athletic 
abilities  and  a  strong  spirit. 
This  girl  does  not  complain  or 
count  the  minutes  that  she 
plays;  she  inspires  others  to 
work  as  a  team.  Liz  is  also 
known  for  her  amusing 
anecdotes  and  ability  to  make 
an  ordinary  practice  or  game 
one  that  is  hard  to  forget. 

Liz  has  been  a  member  of 
the  varsity  hockey  team  since 
she  was  a  seventh  grader.  This 
year  the  team  won  the  Division 
I  State  tournament.  Her 
contribution  to  the  team  on  and 
off  the  ice  was  immense.  For 
starters,  she  drove  half  the  team 
to  practice  every  day  with  their 
cumbersome  hockey  bags!  Fiz 
has  participated  in  both  soccer 
and  softball  since  the  eighth 
grade.  Softball  is  Liz’s  favorite 
sport,  and  she  brings  her 
knowledge  and  experience  to 
the  East  Boston  Softball 
League,  where  she  helps  coach 
the  Wolverines.  This  team  is 
made  up  of  third  and  fourth- 
grade  girls  that  look  up  to  Liz 
not  only  as  a  coach,  but  as  a  role 
model. 

Before  a  big  game,  Liz 
claims  that  it  helps  to  relieve 
pressure  if  you  can  visualize 
yourself  playing.  “I  roll  in  the 
dirt,  or  on  the  ice,  so  that  in  the 
game  I’m  not  afraid  to  dive 
after  the  ball  or  puck.”  All 
those  fantasies  often  come  true 
for  Liz,  and  she  is  known  as  a 
player  willing  to  sacrifice 
herself,  diving  after  that  loose 
ball  or  flying  puck.  Her  great 
heart  and  love  of  the  game  are 
always  apparent. 

After  graduation,  Liz 
plans  to  pursue  her  love  of 
sports  in  college.  However,  Liz 
does  not  want  to  play  softball, 
hockey,  or  soccer.  She  wants  to 
play  rugby!  This  decision  was 
influenced  in  part  by  her  older 
sister  Amy,  who  is  the  president 
of  the  rugby  organization  at 
UMass  Amherst.  Rugby  is  an 
activity  in  which  Liz  can  use  all 
of  her  athletic  talents  and 
continue  to  visualize  rolling  in 
the  dirt  and  diving  for  the  ball 
before  the  big  game.  But  no 
matter  what  the  sport  may  be, 
her  participation  will  make  a 
significant  contribution  to  all 
she  plays  with. 
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Technology 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Student  Web  design 


Bv  Julik  Ng,  II 

Technology  Editor 


Some  of  the  fastest 
growing  industries  and 
occupations  today  are 
embraced  by  the  youths  of  the 
world.  These  youths  excel  and 
advance  in  technology,  and  they 
are  younger  and  younger  with 
each  coming  year.  Boston 
Latin  School  has  its  share  of 
aspiring  Web  site  designers  and 
developers. 

Today,  nearly  every 
student  has  a  computer  and 
access  to  the  Internet.  As  most 
students  know,  the  Internet  is  an 
addiction,  which  usually  leads 
to  bad  backs,  achy  fingers  and 
poor  eyesight.  However,  for 
some  people  this  addiction 
leads  to  something  beneficial: 
a  career. 

According  to  Robert 
Hobbes,  there  were  130  Web 
sites  in  1993,  8  million  Web 


sites  in  1999,  and  over  36 
million  at  the  end  of  2001.  The 
cause  of  this  explosive  increase 
is  mainly  due  to  the  presence 
of  a  new  medium  to  make 
oneself  known.  Whether  you 
are  a  kid,  a  small  business  or  a 
large  corporation,  a  Web  site  is 
an  extension  of  thoughts,  ideas, 
products  and  more. 

Many  students  today 
have  Web  pages  that  contain 
basic  information  about  that 
person.  It  usually  starts  out  as 
just  text.  Soon  pictures 
accompany  text  on  the  screen. 
Finally;  a  battalion  of  images 
charge  in,  creating  a  stunning 
design  that  intrigues  the  mind’s 
eye. 

As  the  years  go  by, 
more  and  more  BLS  students 
have  started  to  create  Web 
pages.  More  and  more  students 
are  holding  jobs  not  as  the 
burger  boy,  but  rather  as  a  Web 
developer.  The  student  Web 


developer  makes  money 
unheard  of  compared  to  the  kid 
at  McDonald’s  working  for 
minimum  wage.  This  is  just 
one  of  the  many  advantages  to 
being  a  Web  developer. 
Oftentimes  these  youths  work 
at  home  in  their  spare  time. 
Their  work  schedules  are 
flexible  and  adjusted  to  their 
own  liking. 

It  is  not  just  current 
Boston  Latin  School  students 
who  are  embracing  this  new 
technology.  Alumni  including 
Spencer  Sanchez  ’94,  Jonah 
Goldstein  ’99,  Dennis  Ng  ’01, 
and  Devon  Rueckner  ’01  were 
Web  developers  who  marketed 
themselves  on  the  Internet  as  do 
professional  Web  site 
developers.  As  the  years  fly  by, 
Boston  Latin  will  be  seeing 
more  and  more  graduates  in  this 
field,  especially  now  that  a 
webmaster  course  is  offered  at 
school  as  an  elective. 


TIPS 


For  the  aspiring  webmasters  out  there,  here  are  some  tips.  Keep  these  in  mind  always. 

1.  Learn  as  you  go.  You  can’t  learn  everything  in  one  day.  Most  people  take  years. 

You,  being  incredibly  intelligent  Boston  Latin  students,  will  only  need  months. 

2.  Never  be  discouraged.  Learn  from  your  own  mistakes  and  from  others. 

3.  Keep  at  it.  This  is  one  of  those  things  that  you  can  not  let  go,  it  becomes  harder  to  start 
up  again. 

4.  Do  not  get  ahead  of  yourself.  Set  a  reasonable  learing  schedule.  Do  not  say  I  am  going 
to  learn  HTML  in  a  week.  You  will  not  be  able  to  do  so.  Pace  yourself.  You  are  not 
cramming  for  a  test. 


FREE  Resources  on  the  Web 

There  is  no  need  to  buy  fancy  programs  to  do  fancy  things. 
Believe  it  or  not,  there  are  a  lot  of  free  services  at  your 
disposal.  Some  of  them  are  listed  here. 

Scripts  and  Coding 

The  Resource  Index 

http://www.resourceindex.com 

HotScripts 

http://www.hotscripts.com 


Need  to  learn? 

Site  Point 

http://www.sitepoint.com 

IVebMonkev 

http://www.webmonkey.com 

W3Schools 

http://www.w3schools.com 


JavaScript  and  DHTML 

DHTML  Central 
http://www.dhtmlcentral.com 
Dynamic  Drive 
http://www.dynamic 
drive.com 
Javascript  Source 
http:// 

G  g  g  kt  i  o  n  9'rylavascr'Pt^°urcecom 

•  HTML  -  Hyp  ertext  Markup  Language.  This  is  the  geekcode 
that  tells  the  Web  browser  what  to  put  on  your  page,  i.e.  text, 
images,  etc. 

•  DTHML  -  Dynamic  HTML.  This  is  really  just  cool  HTML 
that  lets  your  text  and/or  images  do  cool  stuff  like  fly  across  the 
screen,  blink,  etc. 

•  CMS  -  Content  Management  System.  A  CMS  is  basically  a  set 
of  scripts  and  programs  which  allow  site  owners  to  manage  their 
site  via  a  program  without  having  to  deal  with  coding. 

•  PUP  -  Believe  it  or  not.  this  one  doesn't  really  officially  stand 
for  anything.  Most  people  call  it  prehypertext  preprocessor.  It  is 
a  C++-  like  programming  language  that  is  server  side.  It  codes 
stuff  such  as  forms  and  bulletin  boards. 

•  MySQL -A  type  of  database  that  uses  SQL.  or  Structure  Query 
Language.  It  is  a  database  that  is  used  to  store  information. 
MySQL  and  PHP  go  together.  PHP  is  used  to  access  the  database. 

•  CSS  -  Cascading  Style  Sheets.  CSS  is  used  instead  of  traditional 
HTML  tags  in  order  to  construct  the  page  as  the  webmaster  sees 
fit. 


Projectors! 


By  Jin  Bin  Liu,  IV 

Editorial  Board  Associate 

As  part  of  the 
renovation  project  at  our 
school,  state-of-the-art 
projectors  have  been  installed 
in  every  classroom  in  the 
building  except  for  the  ground 
floor.  All  of  these  projectors  are 
hooked  up  to  a  central  system 
downstairs  in  the  library. 
However,  as  with  most  of  the 
new  technologies  being 
introduced  in  our  school,  we 
have  been  told  little  about  their 
capabilities. 

The  projectors  can  be 
used  to  project  videos  in 
classrooms,  thereby  providing 
a  private  theatre.  They  can  also 
be  used  to  project  computer 
presentations  in  Powerpoint  or 
some  other  software. 

The  Sony  LCD  Data 
Projector  has  many  special 
features  that  will  enable  us  to 
better  view  and  present  media. 
You  can  rewind  and  fast 
forward  during  movies  and 
even  zoom  in  on  any  part  of  an 
image.  However,  switching 


tapes  cannot  be  done  with  the 
projector.  You  must  go  to  the 
central  system  in  the  library  to 
do  this.  Teachers  can  control 
their  projectors  with  a  wireless 
laptop,  the  computer  in  their 
classroom,  or  a  remote.  These 
high-end  models  were 
purchased  at  $7,000  each. 

Faculty  at  BLS, 
however,  have  been  notoriously 
ineffective  in  using  the  new 
technology  we  have  been 
receiving.  To  allay  our  fears, 
instructors  from  the  company 
Remote  Access  will  teach  the 
faculty  how  to  use  them. 


Specifications: 

Model:  VPL-PX15 
LCD  Panel  Technology 
200  Watt  UHP  Lamp 
True  XGA  (1024x768) 
Composite  Video, 

S  Video,  &  RGB 
Stereo  Speakers 
Auto  Pixel  Alignment 
Viewable  Area:  40-300  in 
diagonally 
Weight  1 1  lb  1 1  oz 


Spotlight  o 


n  student  Web  sites 


Sophomore  Pei  Huang 
demonstrates  the  use  of 
DHTML  to  make  the  Web  page 
livelier.  The  major  content  of 
the  site  flies  up  from  the  bottom 
edge  onto  its  spot  on  the  page. 
With  a  click  of  the  button,  the 
contents  fade  away  and  a  new 
page  is  brought  up.  He  uses  a 
tiny  font,  characteristic  of  many 
modern  designers  today.  He 
also  uses  cascading  style  sheets 
to  easily  format  all  the  fonts, 
borders,  colors,  and  links  on  his 
page.  This  Web  page  is  a  great 
example  of  how  to  combine 
DHTML,  CSS  and  design  to 
present  eye  candy. 


Thomas  Tuttle  is  a  fivesie  at 
Boston  Latin.  Though  he  is 
young,  he  already  exhibits  signs 
of  a  promising  Web  site 
designer.  Many  amateurs  start 
out  with  Web  pages  that  break 
all  the  rules  of  design.  Thomas’ 
page,  however,  is  neat, 
organized  and  consistent.  He 
employs  common  navigation 
rules,  distinguishing  links  from 
text  and  keeping  the  navigation 
set  of  links  near  the  top  of  the 
page.  The  theme  of  green  for  his 
site  evident  in  his  choice  of 
colors  and  graphics.  The  yellow 
of  the  links  compliments  the 
green  . 


5qu  j 


Multifarity.com  is  the  product 
of  the  hard  work  of  juniors 
Andrew  Roberts,  Jared  Egan 
and  Joe  Ferris.  This  site  is  an 
example  of  what  can  be 
accomplished  by  incorporating 
programming  onto  your  Web 
site.  Using  a  combination  of 
PHP  and  MySQL,  these  three 
guys  can  easily  update  their  site 
via  their  Web  browser  Many  of 
the  largest  Websites  today  have 
such  a  content  management 
system  (CMS). 


BY  WENDY  LEE,  1 
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Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


One  of  my  first  and  most 
vivid  Argo  experiences?  Reading 
in  the  1997  graduation  issue,  “I 
wish  I  had  done  a  sport.”  I  wasn’t 
(and  still  am  not)  a  particularly 
sporty  gal,  but  1  decided  then  that 
I  wouldn’t  have  that  regret  when  I 
was  a  senior.  So  on  my  map  for 
school  domination,  I  sketched  in 
sports  for  sophomore  year — and 
today,  on  the  last  official  day  of 
my  high  school  career,  1  can 
enthusiastically  punch  my  puny, 
bookish  sixie  self  in  the  arm  and 
proclaim  her  a  saint.  For  one 
whole  year,  quivering  mass  of 
protoplasm  Celia  was  buff  as  all 
get  out!  It  was  glorious  indeed. 


News 

The  moral 
of  the  story:  There 
is  no  time  for 
wistfulness  and 
regret.  The  other 
moral  of  that  story: 
Reading  the  Argo 
does  your  body 
good.  Verrry  good. 

This  is  the 
last  Argo  of  200 1  - 
2002,  and  the  final 
one  for  me.  After 
five  years  of  dating  Argo',  my 
brain  tells  me  I  should  be  in 
Argonauts  Anonymous,  but  such 
a  group  seems  to  reside  at  Harvard 
College,  and  I  shall  be  depositing 
myself  in  a  small  liberal-arts- 
college-with-a-conservatory'  in 
the  boonies  of  Wisconsin  come 
September.  Heu  me!  What  have  I 
to  soothe  my  AP  Stylebook 
withdrawal,  midnight  PageMaker 
cravings,  last-minute  server  crash 
post-traumatic  stress,  and  Final 
Friday  nervous  breakdowns?  How 
will  I  get  my  daily  serving  of 
caffeine-and-sleep-deprivation- 
inspired  epiphanies  without  the 
Argo?  Dolor  infandus! 


My  plan  for  school  dom¬ 
ination  was  lost  in  a  wildfire 
sophomore  year,  but  I  learned  this 
much  from  my  efforts:  Know  what 
you  do  and  don’t  want,  do  your 
research,  formulate  a  plan,  and 
charge.  Yes,  anything  is  possible 
if  you  want  it  enough,  but  be 
smart:  Get  the  lowdown4  and  ask 
for  help.  If  the  system’s  slow,  do 
it  yourself.  Be  good  to  the  people 
around  you.  Talk  to  your  teachers. 
Volunteer  deliberately.  Amend 
your  mistakes  as  best  you  can, 
refocus  your  ch’i,  and  then  move 
on.  Be  indomitable,  but  “know 
your  limitations,”  as  a  dictator-in- 
chief  once  told  me. 

Thoreau  said  in  Walden \ 
“I  wanted  to  live  deep  and  suck 
out  all  the  marrow  of  life,  to  live 
so  sturdily  and  Spartan-like  as  to 
put  to  rout  all  that  was  not  life,  to 
cut  a  broad  swath  and  shave  close, 
to  drive  life  into  a  corner,  and 
reduce  it  to  its  lowest  terms.” 

I  say:  Word. 

1  More  on  dating  at  BLS:  page  10 
Visual  aid:  Wall  of  Fame,  located  in  “dining  hall" 

’  Why?  Check  out  Schools  That  Change  Lives. 

4  Lowdown  available:  Senior  Section,  pages  1 1-22 

5  Transcendentalists:  English  10  Honors  summer  reading 


Hope  For  Hunger 


MS.  MITCHELL  AND  MS.  GRIBAUDO  PRESENT  A  CHECK  TO  MS.  RUSSO 


“I  would  like  to  thank  Clusters  B  and  C  for  helping  me  make  my  Walk 
For  Hunger  worthwhile  and  memorable.  With  children  like  these 
young  ones,  the  future  has  nothing  to  fear.  Between  these  two  classes, 
they  have  collected  close  to  one  thousand  dollars.  Their  teachers, 
with  their  encouragement  and  guidance,  show  what  can  be  done 
when  we  all  come  together  as  one.  ”  —  Miss  Barbara 


Congratulations  to  all  of  the  Seevak  Winners! 


SHELDON  SEEVAK  '46,  DADJIE  SAINTUS,  JULENE  FLEURMOND,  ALEXANDRA  BELCHER  (III)  AND  ELINOR  SEEVAK 


By  Megan  Fountain,  I 

News  Editor 


The  sleepless  nights  were 
worth  it.  For  sophomores 
Alexandra  Belcher,  Julene 
Fleurmond,  and  Dadjie  Saintus, 
months  of  exhaustive  research  and 
soul-searching  creativity  rwqr<>j'er 
warded  when  they  took  first  prize 
in  the  2002  Seevak  Website  Com¬ 
petition  for  their  Web  site,  “Woman 
With  a  Dream."  The  award-win¬ 
ning  young  women  chose  to  illumi¬ 
nate  the  life  of  Ida  B.  Wells,  an  Af¬ 
rican-American  woman  who  took  a 
stand  against  discrimination  and 
lynching  during  the  early  20th  cen¬ 


tury.  Through  original  essays,  po¬ 
ems,  and  digital  art,  they  portrayed 
her  as  a  source  of  inspiration  for  all 
who  fight  for  justice. 

The  fifth  annual  Seevak  Com¬ 
petition  challenged  teams  of  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  students  to  design  and 
build  Web  sites  “devoted  to  indi¬ 
viduals  in  the  past  century  who  have 
made  a  contribution  to  building  or 
improving  tolerance,  human  rights, 
justice  and/or  democratic  institu¬ 
tions.”  Each  team  had  the  guidance 
of  a  faculty  mentor  from  the  BLS 
history  department. 

Of  the  thirty  teams  that  took  up 
the  challenge  this  year,  only  nine 
teams  made  it  to  the  final  stage, 
which  attests  to  their  tremendous 
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effort  and  motivation.  With  matu¬ 
rity  and  professionalism,  they  pre¬ 
sented  their  Web  sites  to  a  panel  of 
judges  from  human  rights  and  edu¬ 
cational  organization^. 

Sophomores  Bryan  Newbold, 
Nicole  Senecal,  and  Rob  Winikates 
were  awarded  second  place  for  their 
Web  site  on  Thurgood  Marshall,  the 
first  African-  American  judge  on  the 
Supreme  Court  who  is  responsible 
for  sucn  hallmark  civil  rights  cases 
as  Brown  v.  Board  of  Education, 
which  declared  segregation  uncon¬ 
stitutional,  and  Roe  v.  Wade,  which 
legalized  abortion.  Third  place  went 
to  juniors  Mingjian  Chen,  Yiting  Jin, 
and  Nana  Liu  for  their  Web  site  on 
Chitra  Divakaruni,  an  author  from 


India  who  has  worked  to  stop  vio¬ 
lence  against  women  in  India  and 
worldwide.  Also  awarded  third 
place  were  juniors  Stephen  Dewey, 
Minh  Nguyen,  and  Kelly  Taylor, 
who  chose  to  focus  on  the  modern 
Olympics  as  a  promoter  of  peace 
and  international  understanding 
throughout  history. 

Honorable  Mention  was 
awarded  to  juniors  John  Greene, 
Mark  Higgins,  and  Glen  Ryan  for 
their  site  on  education  reformer 
Jonathan  Kozol;  Nicholas 
DiStefano  (IV),  Alina  Fomovska 
(V)  and  Radhika  Garland  (V)  on 
South  African  reformer  Nelson 
Mandela;  seniors  Chris  Bialka, 
Julianna  Brody-Fialkin,  and  Erin 
George  on  Chinese  human  rights 
advocate  Harry  Wu;  juniors  Chris¬ 
tine  Choi,  Amy  Lee,  and  Mark  Yuan 
on  Tahmeena  Faryal,  underground 
leader  of  the  Revolutionary  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  the  Women  of  Afghani¬ 
stan;  and  freshmen  Josephine  Chou, 
Ifeoma  Onourah,  and  Debbie  Wong 
on  Indiaruecofq 


Shiva. 
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The  inspiration  that  these  stu¬ 
dents  drew  from  their  subjects 
wowed  the  audience.  Yiting  Jin  said 
that  her  teammates  felt  a  personal 
connection  to  Chitra  Divakaruni  “as 
Asians,  females,  and  immigrants” 
who  had  shared  a  common  experi¬ 
ence.  The  girls  were  lucky  enough 


to  meet  Divakaruni  and  conduct  an 
interview  with  her  as  part  of  their 
research. 

Like  Yiting ’s  team,  most  of  the 
students  chose  to  focus  on  contem¬ 
porary  individuals  who  are  working 
to  improve  today’s  most  pressing 
human  rights  issues.  If  anywhere 
at  Boston  Latin  there  is  a  group  of 
students  who  have  a  sophisticated 
awareness  of  what  is  going  on  in  the 
world,  it  is  here  at  the  Seevak  Com¬ 
petition.  It  also  seems  that  a  new 
wave  of  young  women  activists 
have  emerged  from  this  year’s  com¬ 
petition,  bringing  women’s  issues  to 
the  forefront  in  their  websites. 

Elinor  and  Sheldon  Seevak  ’46, 
the  donors  whose  generosity  and 
concern  for  social  justice  have  made 
possible  the  BLS  Facing  History 
program,  the  learntoquestion  Web 
site,  and  the  Seevak  Web  site  Com¬ 
petition,  came  from  New  York  to  see 
the  presentations  and  congratulate 
the  participants.  Each  participant 
will  be  awarded  a  sum  of  money  that 
night,  from  the  honorable  mention 
tiers,  who  reg^ed  100  dollars 
each,  to  the  first  place  w  inners,  who 
received  1000  dollars  each.  Mr. 
Seevak,  who  visits  BLS  frequently 
and  loves  getting  to  know  Boston 
Latin  students,  offered  parting 
words  to  all  of  the  participants,  “I 
hope — I  know — that  each  and  every 
one  of  you  will  make  a  difference.” 


ARGO 
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BOSTON,  MA  02115 
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Achievement  Award 


Mission  Statement 
Petere  1  'eritatem 


The  Argo  strives,  in  accordance 
with  the  highest  standards  of 
journalism,  to  inform  and  inspire 
its  readers,  to  provide  a  forum  for 
constructive  debate,  and  to  foster 
understanding  among  all  members 
of  the  Boston  Latin  School 
community. 


1994  f  irst  Place  Winner 
of  New  England 
Scholastic  Press 
Association  Competi¬ 
tion 

1996  Third  Place 
Winner  of  Suffolk 
University 
High  School 
Journalism  Competi¬ 
tion 


1998  New  England 
Scholastic  Press  Association 
Superior  Achievement  Award 
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Shadows  of  the  Past: 

Class  Sees  Holocaust  History  in  Eastern  Europe 


A  Reflection  . . . 


I  was  not  scarred  by  any  of  my  experiences.  My  conciousness  was 
ele\’ated,  my  awareness  was  heightened.  I  bore  witness  to  a  tragedy,  and 
with  knowledge  comes  responsibility.  I  now  feel  more  commited  than  ever 
to  social  justice,  and  to  helping  all  of those  who  are  victimized.  We  all  bore 
witness  to  the  basest  and  vilest  and  cruelest  sides  of  humanity.  We  all  saw 
how  methodically  and  systematically  one  group  could  callously  kill  millions. 
We  walked  in  the  paths  trodded  by  the  victims. 

A  few  especially  moving  images  for  me  were  at  Majdanek.  One  of  the 
Catholic  victims  of  Majdanek  created  a  rosary  out  of  bread  while  an  inmate. 
The  amazing  thing  was  that  there  was  such  religious  hope,  such  spirituality 
in  a  place  of  death.  Also  the  rosary  was  vety  long,  enough  bread  perhaps 
to  amount  to  a  small  loaf  lean  not  imagine  what  that  meant for  a  starving 
person  to  save  their  bread  to  create  a  rosary’. 

A  more  saddening  image  for  me  was  also  at  Majdanek.  AH  of  my 
family  is  from  Eastern  Europe,  and  luckily  they  all  left  before  the  Holocaust, 
but  they  left  fleeing  the  pogroms.  My  great  grandparents  all  came  to  America 
very  poor  with  only  a  few  belonging.  On  my  bat  mitzvah  my  grandmother 
gave  me  a  set  of  mismatched  worn  metal  candle  sticks  that  her  mother  had 
taken  with  her  from  Poland.  They  were  sturdy  but  very  cheap  and  I 
remember  my  grandmother  saying,  “I  do  not  know  how  she  got  them  out 
of  there,  but  she  managed.  It  was  one  of  the  only  things  she  brought."  We 
were  all  in  tears  as  she  handed  me  there  shabbat  candles  which  had  survived 
the  pogroms.  The  reason  I  tell  this  story  is  that  at  Majdanek  there  was  a 
single  candle  stick  which  looked  very  similar  to  the  candle  stick  my 
grandmother  gave  me.  It  reminded  me  so  much  how  little  there  was  that 
divided  those  who  lived  and  those  who  died.  I 'm  sure  if  my  grandmother 
had  been  taked  to  Majdanek  she  would  have  taken  her  candlesticks  with 
her.  At  that  moment  of  realization.  I  felt  as  if I  had  lost  my  grandmother  at 
Majdanek.  It  was  such  a  searing  sadness.  The  small  personal  items  were 
so  intense,  so  inspiring,  so  saddenning.  — Zoe  Weinstein,  I 


By  Megan  Fountain,  I 

News  Editor 


For  10  days  during  April  va¬ 
cation,  thirty  students  from  the 
Facing  History  classes  went  to 
Eastern  Europe  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Judi  Freeman,  Dan  Gavin 
and  Ron  Gwiazda.  In  what  proved 
to  be  an  extremely  emotional  and 
powerful  trip,  they  lived  an  unfor¬ 
gettable  history  lesson. 

While  journeying  to  the 
cities  of  Dresden,  Berlin,  Krakow, 
and  Prague,  the  group  visited  his¬ 
torical  sites  from  the  Nazi  Ger¬ 
many,  concentration  camps,  muse¬ 
ums,  synagogues  and  ancient  Jew¬ 
ish  cemeteries. 

In  Berlin  they  took  a  Third 
Reich  walking  tour  and  saw  the  re¬ 


maining  Nazi  buildings  and  the  site 
of  Hitler’s  bunker,  where  he  com¬ 
mitted  suicide.  They  visited  the 
Wannsee  Villa,  where  the  Nazis  came 
up  with  the  “Final  Solution”  to  ex¬ 
terminate  the  Jews.  They  saw  the 
Jewish  Museum  in  Berlin  which 
housed  some  very  powerful  memo¬ 
rials  to  the  Holocaust.  They  saw  the 
Berlin  Wall  and  the  Checkpoint 
Charlie  Museum  at  the  place  where 
thousands  tried  to  escape  from  East 
Berlin  during  the  communist  regime. 
To  culminate  an  intense  time  in  Ber¬ 
lin,  the  group  got  caught  up  in  a  pro- 
Palestinian  march  of  1 1 ,000  people 
which  turned  into  a  violent  demon¬ 
stration  against  Israel  and  its  support¬ 
ers,  the  United  States  and  Britain. 

After  taking  an  overnight 
train  to  Krakow,  Poland,  the  group 
began  one  of  the  most  powerful  and 
memorable  parts  of  the  trip.  Here 


they  visited  the  infamous  Auschwitz 
and  Birkenau.  They  also  drove  four 
hours  each  way  to  get  to  Majdanek, 
an  even  more  intense  camp  where 
all  of  the  gas  chambers  are  intact. 

The  students  went  into 
some  of  the  oldest  synagogues  and 
Jewish  cemeteries  in  the  world  in 
Krakow  and  in  Prague.  Most  of  the 
holy  Jewish  places  have  been  de¬ 
stroyed  throughout  history  as  they 
have  been  targets  of  anti-semitism 
from  the  Middle  Ages  through  the 
present. 

Since  all  of  the  Facing 
History  classes  had  seen 
“Schindler’s  List”  and  had  met  a 
Rena  Finder,  one  of  the  women  who 
life  was  saved  by  Oskar  Schindler, 
it  was  an  amazing  experience  to  visit 
the  apartment  where  Ms.  Finder 
grew  up,  see  the  Schindler  factory, 
and  walk  on  the  site  of  Plaszow,  the 


work  camp  were  the  Krakow  Jews 
suffered  in  “Schindler’s  List”. 

The  final  stop  was  Prague, 
capital  of  the  Czech  Republic  and  a 
truly  gorgeous  city.  Here  Boston 
Latin  students  were  graciously  wel¬ 
comed  into  the  homes  of  students 
from  the  International  School  of 
Prague  (ISP)  and  welcomed  to  the 
school  by  the  ISP  principal  and  fac¬ 
ulty.  Ms.  Freeman’s  counterpart  in 
Prague,  Mr.  John  Crane,  teacher  of 
history  at  the  ISP,  was  an  invaluable 
source  of  information  as  the  school 
groups  toured  the  Czech  Republic. 

Mr.  Crane  took  students  to 
Terezin,  a  concentration  camp 
where  many  artists  were  impris¬ 
oned,  which  had  paintings  on  dis¬ 
play  and  music  playing  that  had 
been  created  by  prisoners  about  to 
be  sent  to  their  death  in  Auschwitz. 
The  group  got  to  meet  Helga 


Weissova*  an  artist  whose  art  from 
when  she  was  a  child  in  Terezin  sur¬ 
vives.  After  visiting  Lidice,  a  town 
totally  destroyed  by  the  Nazis  in 
retaliation  for  the  assination  of 
Reinhardt  Heydrich,  the  group  went 
to  the  Church  of  St.  Cyril  and 
Methodius  in  Prague  where  the  as¬ 
sassins,  Czech  freedom  fighters, 
bravely  fought  a  battle  against  the 
Nazis  for  seven  hours  until  they 
committed  suicide  before  giving 
themselves  up. 

For  some  of  the  juniors  and 
seniors  on  the  trip,  this  was  the  best 
experience  they  had  ever  had  at 
Boston  Latin.  They  came  back  with 
an  incredible  perpective  on  history 
and  geography  and  a  burning  desire 
to  teach  others  about  what  they  had 
learned  and  witnessed. 

Read  their  reactions  at 
www.leamtoquestion.com/vclass. 


“ When  you  look  down  at  your  feet  knowing  that  the  men 
who  assigned  a  twisted  fate  to  millions  of  targeted  persons 
walked  in  the  same  place,  an  overwhelming  sense  of  reality 
corrects  any  perception  ofWWII  as  a  couple  of  pages  in 
your  history  textbook.  ’’ 

— Adam  Finelli,  I 


I  think  going  to  the  concentration  camps  is  something  that  will  remain  in  my  mind  my  entire  life.  It 
was  weird,  because  I  had  only  seen  pictures  in  black  and  white,  with  the  victims  of  Nazi  torture  in  the 
barracks,  and  here  we  were,  on  sunny  days  with  bright  green  grass  and  birds  chirping,  and  I  just  kept 
wondering  how  birds  could  sing  in  a  place  of  such  sorrow.  How  a  flower  could  grow  in  the  same  spot 
whertnjeathjmeestootfr^here^as^ojnudMoJaJ^^ 

At  Majdanek.  there  was  one  barrack  filled  with  shoes.  Just  rows  and  rows  of  shoes  which  you  were 
separated from  only  through  thin  wire  grating.  The  smell  of  old  leather  was  thick,  and  the  number  was 
overwhelming.  I  remember  walking  from  the  front  of  the  barrack,  where  the  entrance  was,  and  all  the 
light  was,  into  the  back.  The  further  I  went,  the  darker  it  became,  and  then  there  was  this  eerie 
wind  coming  in  from  a  small  window  through  which  only  gray  light  shone.  At  one  point  I  could 
see  little  other  than  black,  and  it  was  cold,  and  the  wind  whistled  almost  mischievously,  and  1 
began  to  understand  just  the  smallest  bit  what  these  people  felt.  What  I  felt  was  not  even  a 
thousandth  of  the  fear  they  felt,  but  I  began  to  understand  a  bit  better,  as  I  was  surrounded  by 
darkness  in  a  closed  in  space  with  the  odor  of  victims  ’shoes  strong  in  the  air.  And  then  my  eyes 
began  to  adjust,  and  I  realized  that  I  could just  walk  out  at  any  time  and  know  that  Id  be  okay, 
and  I  felt  so  much  more  respect  for  what  they  had  to  endure. 

In  a  gas  chamber  of  Majdanek  I  found  a  blackish  moth,  fluttering  to  get  free  but  stuck  by 

some  webbings  and  dust.  Because  I  couldn 't  reach  high  enough  to  free  it,  I  made  Johnny  cut  it 
free.  And  I  took  it  outside  but  it  still  could  not  fly  away.  After  carefully  pulling  of)  the  webbing 
that  seemed  to  keep  it  from  flying,  it  began  to  hop  around  a  little.  And  then  it  opened  its  wings, 
and  in  fact  it  was  not  a  black  moth,  but  a  beautiful  butterfly,  its  wings  bright  with  pinks,  purples 
and  yellows.  I  went  back  inside,  and  when  I  came  back  out,  it  was  gone,  had  flown  away.  The 
whole  experience  was  odd,  somewhat  fitting.  It  was  dark  in  captivation,  and  even  though  it 
was  just  a  moth,  it  did  not  feel  right  to  just  leave  it  in  this  gas  chamber  to  die.  But  when  it  was 

— Madeline  Sedovic,  1 


BY  JOHN  GREENE,  !I 
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Chinese  Brush  Painting 


By  Leon  Zheng,  IV  & 
Young  Li,  III 

Contributing  Writers 


Have  you  noticed  the 
brush  paintings  in  the  Harry  V. 
Keefe  Library?  They  are 
exquisite  and  are  painted  by 
Boston  Latin  School’s  very  own 
Ms.  Son-Mey  Chiu  and  Heidi 
Lo.  The  school  community  owes 
this  wonderful  exhibition  to  the 
celebration  of  Asian  Pacific 
American  Heritage  Month, 
which  takes  place  in  May  every 
year.  When  president  Bush 
designated  May  as  the  heritage 
month,  Ms.  Chiu  decided  to 
dedicate  the  paintings  to  the 
library  as  her  contribution  to  the 
festivities.  After  talking  with  her, 
the  Argo  discovered  the  history 


of  the  paintings  in  ms  Chiu’s 
various  experiences  with  this  art 
form. 

Ms.  Chiu  has  been 
painting  watercolors  and 
Chinese  paintings  for  years.  The 
four  major  genres  in  paintings 
are  landscape,  flowers,  animals, 
and  insects.  She  first  sketches 
then  practices  the  brush  strokes. 
Afterward  she  memorizes  the 
images  of  the  paintings  and 
paints  the  final  version  on  rice 
paper. 

The  materials  used  for 
Chinese  paintings  include  ink. 
hair  brushes,  rice  paper,  and  a 
seal.  Exotic  animals  such  as 
rabbit,  horse,  wolf,  and  sheep 
hair  comprise  the  brush  tips.  The 
seal  is  also  a  very  important 
characteristic  of  Chinese 
brushstroke  paintings  because  it 
symbolizes  the  identity  of  the 


painter  and  is  accompanied  with 
a  signature.  The  stamp  is  usually 
made  of  ivory  and  jade.  The  seal 
is  a  reddish,  waxy  substance 
composed  of  cedar  wood 
crushed  and  mixed  with  rock. 

The  art  reflects  a 
complex  as  well  as  a  highly- 
developed  idea.  Ms.  Chiu  has 
done  a  great  job  displaying  her 
art  and  plans  to  work  on  a  more 
elaborate  display  in  the  coming 
year.  She  has  exhibited  her  art  at 
various  galleries  and  museums. 
Luckily  for  Boston  Latin 
students,  Ms.  Chiu  started  the 
Arts  and  Crafts  Club  this  year, 
which  meets  every  Tuesday  after 
school  in  room  108.  Club 
members  make  origami,  among 
other  fascinating  activities.  If 
you  have  any  suggestions,  drop 
by.  She  is  currently  soliciting 
opinions  on  next  year’s  exhibit. 


Darkroom  Airs  Out 


By  James  Zhen,  II 

Assistant  photography  editor 

“I  miss  the  darkroom  with  all 
my  heart,”  says  senior  Austin 
Brayton. 

Only  five  months  after  its 
opening,  the  BLS  darkroom  has 
been  shut  down.  Students  of  the 
newly  created  photography  class, 
taught  by 
Andrew 
Warren, 
have  been 
using  the 
darkroom 
since  the 
autumn  of 
2001,  mak¬ 
ing  prints 
from  film 
they  shot 
and  devel¬ 
oped  them¬ 
selves. 

For 
the  remain¬ 
der  of  the 
year,  pho¬ 
tography 
classes  are 
continuing 
with  the  fo¬ 
cus  shifted 
from  dark¬ 
room  photogra¬ 
phy  to  digital 
photography.  Nine  high-end 
Macintosh  G4s  have  been  installed 
in  the  photography  classroom,  along 
with  both  a  flatbed  and  a  negative 
scanner.  These  are  very  powerful 
tools  available  to  the  students,  fill¬ 
ing  the  shoes  of  the  closed  darkroom 
quite  well.  Under  Andrew’s  dedi¬ 
cated  eye,  students  are  learning  to 
use  Adobe  Photoshop  effectively  to 
edit  their  negatives  and  prints. 

After  adequate  improvements 
have  been  made  to  the  darkroom 
over  the  summer,  the  darkroom  will 
be  reopened  in  time  for  the  start  of 
the  2002-2003  school  year.  The 
photography  class  will  still  be  of¬ 
fered  to  students  of  all  grades 

The  main  problem  with 
the  darkroom  is  lack  of  proper  ven¬ 
tilation.  When  the  darkroom  is  un¬ 
der  heavy  usage,  as  it  often  is,  the 
humiditv  level  in  the  darkroom  sky¬ 


rockets,  causing  the  working  envi¬ 
ronment  to  be  highly  uncomfortable 
for  students.  The  fumes  from  the 
chemicals  are  poorly  circulated. 
According  to  the  book  Overexpo¬ 
sure  by  Susan  D.  Shaw  and  Monona 
Rossol,  the  fumes  from  chemicals 
should  be  pushed  to  outtake  vents 
by  fresh  air  coming  from  intake 
vents  without  passing  faces  of  dark¬ 


room  users.  Currently,  the  fumes 
have  no  direct  way  out  of  the  BLS 
darkroom  without  being  inhaled. 

Air  quality  experts,  sent 
by  the  Department  of  Neighborhood 
Development,  say  that  the  darkroom 
ventilation  more  than  adequately 
meets  legal  standards,  but  they  rec¬ 
ognize  that  the  fumes  and  humidity 
are  uncomfortable.  According  to 
Mr.  Flynn.  "The  Department  of 
Neighborhood  Dev  elopment  has 
said  that  the  darkroom  will  be 
brought  up  to  higher  standards  over 
the  summer.”  The  DN'D  w  ill  pay 
for  a  new  ventilation  system,  an 
ov  erhead  hood  that  will  suck  up  the 
fumes  before  reaching  the  students, 
and  bring  fresh  air  into  the  dark¬ 
room.  If  more  care  had  been  giv  en 
to  the  planning  of  the  darkroom,  the 
School  would  never  be  experienc¬ 
ing  these  "growing  pains,"  as  Mr. 


Pitts  calls  them,  and  there  would  be 
no  need  for  an  expensive  retrofit. 

A  secondary  concern  in¬ 
volves  the  disposal  of  the  chemicals 
necessary  for  making  prints.  A 
Kodak  Chemical  Recovery  System 
requested  by  HMFH  Architects  was 
provided  by  Suffolk  Construction, 
the  contractors  who  built  the  new 


wing.  The  system  is  essentially  a 
filter  that  removes  the  silver  concen¬ 
trations  from  the  used  fixer  chemi¬ 
cal.  Those  silver  deposits  would 
have  adverse  effects  on  the  environ¬ 
ments,  if  dumped  without  treatment. 
According  to  HMFH  Architects,  the 
disposal  system  provided  does  meet 
the  standards  of  two  parts  per  mil¬ 
lion  set  by  the  Massachusetts  Water 
Resources  Authority.  However, 
Suffolk  has  yet  to  prov  ide  Mr.  War¬ 
ren  with  operating  instructions. 

An  issue  not  being  ad¬ 
dressed  is  the  lack  of  a  sink  in  the 
outer  chamber  of  the  darkroom.  Stu¬ 
dents  do  not  need  to  be  in  a  dark¬ 
room  to  develop  their  film  because 
they  use  light-tight  containers  for 
development.  ( If  an  outer  sink  w  ere 
installed,  the  darkroom  could  be 
used  solely  to  make  prints  from  de¬ 
veloped  film. )  The  addition  of  a  sink 


ANDREW  WARREN,  PHOTO  TEACHER,  INHALING  FUMES  IN  THE  DARKROOM 


Chinese  Delegates  Visit 
to  Promote  Exchange 


By  Bobby  Zheng,  IV 

Staff  Writer 


The  Chinese  Ministry  of 
Education,  responsible  for  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  260  million  Chinese  stu¬ 
dents,  sent  three  Chinese  delegates 
to  America,  seeking  a  closer  rela¬ 
tionship  in  sports  with  the  United 
States.  Along  with  them  came  the 
Sports  News  Department  Director 
of  the  largest  television  network  in 
China  who  looked  forward  to 
forming  a  better  relationship  be¬ 
tween  the  United  States  and  China 
in  worldwide  sports  broadcasting. 
As  one  of  the  first  checkpoints  in 
their  fifteen-day  visit  to  the  US,  the 
delegates  stopped  at  Boston  Latin 
School  on  April  23,  2002.  Leo  V 
Zagami,  director  of  Women  of 
Excellence,  Tom  McCarthy  ’68, 
BLS  alumnus  and  executive  of  the 
Asian  Basketball  Association,  and 
Joseph  E.  Hill,  president  of  Public 
Action  for  the  Arts,  organized  the 
visit  to  the  school. 

Ms.  Kelley  and  Ms.  Russell 


warmly  welcomed  the  delegates. 
After  BLS  student  Peter  Abichaker 
gave  a  welcoming  speech  in  Chi¬ 
nese,  the  delegates  were  brought 
to  the  Headmaster’s  office.  There 
Ms.  Kelley  presented  the  delegates 
with  a  drawing  of  Boston  Latin’s 
main  entrance  as  a  memento  for 
their  visit.  Ms.  Kelley  was  given  a 
replica  of  the  beautiful  Chinese 
suit  that  Chinese  president  Jiang 
Zhemin  gave  President  George  W. 
Bush  at  the  2001  APEC  meeting 
in  Shanghai. 

The  delegates  met  BLS  Ath¬ 
letics  Director  John  McDonough 
in  the  Upper  Gym,  where  they 
were  presented  with  BLS  football 
and  track  sweaters  as  well  as  an 
official  Boston  Marathon  jacket.  In 
return,  the  delegates  presented  him 
a  gorgeous  blue  silk  tie. 

The  delegates  were  shown 
the  Keefe  Library  Media  Center, 
where  Ms.  Chiu’s  Chinese  paint¬ 
ings  were  on  exhibition,  and  to  cap 
things  off,  got  a  glimpse  of  the  his¬ 
toric  frieze  of  the  auditorium. 


rtlE  CHINESE  DELEGATES  POSE  WITH  LATIN  ADMINISTRATORS 


would  ease  the  congestion  within 
the  already  small  darkroom.  An¬ 
drew  comments  that  all  the  dark¬ 
rooms  he  has  worked  in  have  out¬ 
side  sinks. 

Because  the  new  wing 
was  designed  years  before  any  pho¬ 
tography  curriculum  was  con¬ 


ceived,  HMFH  Architects  had  built 
the  darkroom  not  knowing  how  it 
would  be  used.  So,  with  hardly  any 
information  to  go  on,  HMFH  Archi¬ 
tects  designed  a  minimal  darkroom 
that  is  not  yet  equipped  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  school. 
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BLS  Gets  Helping  of  Turkey 


By  Trude  Raizen,  IV 

Staff  Writer 


Next  year  Mr.  Ramazan 
Nigdelioglu  will  come  to  our 
school  from  Istanbul,  Turkey  to 
teach  physics.  Mr.  Southwick  will 
be  switching  places  with  Mr. 
Nigdelioglu  and  teaching  physics 
at  the  Eyuboglu  School  in  Istanbul, 
Turkey.  This  is  possible  because 
of  the  Fulbright  Exchange,  a 
program  sponsored  by  the  US 
Department  of  State  that  allows 
American  teachers  and  ad¬ 
ministrators  to  spend  a  year  living 
and  working  in  another  country. 

The  Fulbright  Exchange 
will  be  a  great  experience.  “The 
best  thing  about  the  exchange  is 
that  I  really  get  to  experience  life 
in  Turkey,”  says  Estelle  Chandler, 
a  teacher  from  Miami,  Florida  who 
is  currently  finishing  her  year  in 
Turkey.  Mr.  Southwick  says  that 
“it’s  a  chance  for  a  lot  of  learning 
about  another  culture  and  per¬ 
spective  on  the  world  and  another 
perspective  on  science  teaching.” 

Mr.  Nigdelioglu  says,  “It 
is  a  great  oppurtunity  to  leam  about 
a  different  culture.  I  will  be  able 
to  bring  back  this  experience  to  my 
future  teaching.”  The  two  teachers 
plan  to  organize  some  sort  of 
correspondence  between  students 
next  year,  perhaps  a  pen  pal 
program  or  a  joint  project  between 
classes  on  opposite  sides  of  the 
globe. 

The  exchange  was 
approved  by  Ms.  Kelley  and 
Boston  Public  Schools  Super¬ 
intendent  Thomas  Pazant  and 
finalized  in  early  April.  Since  then 
the  two  teachers  have  com¬ 
municated  via  e-mail,  sharing 
advice  and  information  on  the 
students,  the  curricula,  the  schools, 
and  the  cities.  They  have  found 
that  the  physics  programs  are  quite 
similar,  so  it  will  be  easy  to  adjust. 
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The  Eyuboglu  School  is  a  private 
K-12  school  where  students  begin 
to  leam  English  in  the  first  grade. 
By  high  school,  most  classes, 
including  science,  are  taught  in 
English.  Nevertheless,  it  will  be  a 
very  different  environment.  “It  is 
hard  to  work  and  live  in  a  country 
that  is  different  in  culture  and 
language,”  cautions  Chandler. 

Still,  Mr.  Southwick  is 
eagerly  preparing  to 
face  the  challenges 
that  his  Fulbright 
exchange  will 
bring.  He  plans  to 
take  a  class  on  the 
Turkish  language 
before  he  leaves. 

His  wife  is  making 
arrangements  to 
teach  English  for 
the  year.  They  must 
find  a  house  and 
take  care  of  other 
necessities,  as  well 
as  deal  with  affairs 
at  home  and  in  their 
current  jobs. 

Two 
clubs,  the  Gay / 

Straight  Alliance 
and  Nutron  Robotics  team,  will 
sorely  miss  the  guidance  of  Mr. 
Southwick  next  year.  Luckily  Ms. 
Arnold,  aided  by  Mr.  Aversa,  is 
excited  about  advising  the  Gay / 
Straight  Alliance.  The  Nutron 
Robotics  team  will  likely  be  ran 
by  Mr.  Osowiecki.  When  all  of  the 
specifics  are  out  of  the  way,  the 
experience  promises  to  be 
rewarding  for  everyone. 

Mr.  Nigdelioglu  admits 
to  being  nervous  about  a  new 
environment,  but  says  he  is  eager 
to  meet  his  new  students.  “I  am 
very  excited  about  the  whole 
thing:  the  people  that  I  am  going 
to  meet,  the  friends  that  I  will  have, 
the  new  horizons  which  I  will 
discover  are  all  very  new  and 
exciting  for  me.”  Mr.  Southwick 


declares,  “It  will  be  a  once  in  a 
lifetime  experience.” 

Check  out  Mr.  South- 
wick’s  fabulous  Web  page  to  see 
the  city  and  school  he  will  be 
teaching  in  next  year:  http:// 
bis.  boston,  k  1 2.  ma.  us/sc  i  web/ 
Faculty/Southwick/Turkey/. 
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TURKEY 

Official  name:  Republic  of  Turkey 

Located  at  the  junction  of  southeastern 
Europe  and  southwestern  Asia,  at  the 
meeting  place  of  three  continents, 
commonly  known  as  Anatolia 

Capital  City:  Ankara 

Largest  City:  Istanbul 

Old  Name  for  Istanbul:  Constantinople 


Official  Language: 
Dominant  Religion: 
Government: 
International  Org.: 


Turkish,  duh! 
Islam,  98  percent 
Parliamentary 
UN,  NATO 


MOUTHFULS 
OF  TURKEY 

Thank  you  =  Te  sekkiirler 
You’re  welcome  =  Bir  sey 
degil 

Good  morning  =  Giinaydin 
Goodbye  =  Giile  giile 
How  are  you?  =  Nasilsin(iz)? 
Good  =  Iyi 

Nice  to  meet  you  =  Memnun 
oldum. 

What  is  your  name?  = 
Isminiz  nedir? 
Excuse  me  =  Ozur  dileritn 


Step  Squad  Stomps  Splendidly 


By  Alyssa  Cooke  & 
Sparklle  Thames,  I 

Contributing  Writers 

There  is  more  to  the 
Boston  Latin  Step  Squad  than 
just  the  Pep  Rally.  While  the 
fall  season  is  an  important 
aspect  because  it  supports 
Varsity  football  along  with  the 
cheerleaders,  the  squad’s 
commitment  to  stepping  is 
year-long. 

Throughout  the  year, 
the  Step  Squad  performs  at 
other  high  schools  (even  at  our 
main  rival,  English  High), 
youth  events  such  as  the 
Mayor’s  Youth  Summit, 
YMCAs,  colleges  such  as  MIT, 


hospitals,  competitions, 
school-related  functions  such 
as  Alumni  Day,  the  annual 
Spaghetti  Dinner,  and  the 
Thanksgiving  Day  football 
game. 

The  team  has  a  hectic 
schedule  and  sacrifices  free 
time  after  school  to  practice 
three  to  four  days  a  week  at  two 
to  four  hours  a  day  because  of 
the  dedication  and  love  for  the 
activity.  When  people  see  the 
first  major  performance,  the 
Pep  Rally,  the  stepping  looks 
simple.  However,  what  the 
audience  does  not  know  is  the 
hard  work  that  is  put  into  every 
stomp. 

Practice  starts  in  mid- 


September.  It  takes  hours  to 
leam  just  one  step  and  weeks 
to  perfect  it.  The  squad 
performs  10-12  steps  in  a 
normal  show.  The  positive 
response  the  squad  gets  from 
peers,  especially  from 
classmates  at  Boston  Latin, 
helps  continue  the  legacy  and 
perform  at  an  optimal  level. 

To  those  who  have 
supported  the  Boston  Latin 
Step  Squad,  especially  Mr. 
Montague,  Ms.  Sylvester,  Ms. 
Palmer,  Mr.  McDonough,  and 
of  course  advisor  and  mentor 
Ms.  Skerritt,  the  group  is 
thankful  for  their  strong  belief 
and  motivation,  which  they 
provided  without  hesitation. 


This  year  the  Boston 
Latin  Step  Squad  placed  2nd  at 
the  3rd  annual  Greater  Boston 
Step  Association  (GBSA) 
competition  on  April  13  at  the 
Reggie  Lewis  Track  And  Field 
Center.  This  was  a  repeat 
performance  of  the  2000  squad, 
which  also  came  in  second.  For 
those  who  do  not  know,  the 
GBSA  was  founded  by  a  Latin 
alumnus  and  former  Step  Squad 
member,  Haris  Hardaway  ’99. 

The  captains  of  this 
talented  group  led  an  intrepid 
team  and  were  very  fortunate 
to  have  had  such  a  great  squad 
to  work  with.  The  team  as  a 
whole  made  the  time  spent 
dedicated  to  the  Step  Squad 


unforgettable. 

The  gruesome  year 
was  very  worthwhile,  even  with 
the  endless  practices.  The 
practices  made  the  Step  Squad 
the  work  of  art  that  it  is  today. 
The  Squad  will  be  back  with  a 
vengeance  for  the  audience  at 
the  Pep  Rally  and  beyond, 
contending  for  that  ever-elusive 
city  crown. 


Page  06 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


News 


Discovering  His  Poetry,  Kisays 
and  Journals 


Robert  Waldron 


Foreword  by  Patrick  Hart,  O.C.S.O. 


“A  contemplative  reading  of  Robert  Waldron  s  prevent  offering  will 
produce  f ratio  beyond  all  expectations,  not  the  least  of  which  will  be 
a  more  complete  understanding  of  Thomas  Merton  and  his  religious 


poet/y.... 


Patrick  Hart,  O.C.S.O. 
From  the  Foreword 


"Robert  Waldron  has  done  the  impossible:  capturing  the  sprawling 
landscape  of  Thomas  Merton’s  work  in  a  series  of  brief  arid  graceful 
'markings.  Anyone  who  has  wondered  what  the  Merton  phenomenon 
Li  all  about  can  find  it  here  distilled  to  its  essence —  ” 

David  Impastato 

Author  and  Editor  of  Upholding  Mystery: 

An  Anthology  of  Contemporary  Christian  Poetry 


Tor  the  reader  eager  to  know  Alert  on  but  baffled  about  where  to 
start,  here  is  a  most  genial  introduction.  Robert  Waldron  makes 
Merton  marvelously  accessible .  Waldron’s  friendly  voice  leads  iu>  com¬ 
fortably  into  the  key  themes  and  issues  of  Merton  s  life  and  work.  ’’ 

Peggy  Rosenthal,  Ph.D. 

Codirector  of  Poetry  Retreats  and  Author 
of  The  Poet’s  Jesus 
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PAULIST  PRESS 

wwv\'.  paulistpress.com 


ISBN  0-8091-4058-6 


5  0  89  5  > 


From  the  author  of 
Thomas  Merton  in 
Search  of  His  Soul 
comes  a  compelling 
new  work  .  . . 

Blue  Hope 


A  Novella  by  Robert 
Waldron 

ISBN:  1-55725-290-4,  128  pp„  $13.95 

Available  at  your  local 
bookstore. 


Paraclete  Press 
www  .parac  letepress  .com 

“Death  will  come  like  a  thief  in  the  night. 
That's  how  my  depressions  arrive;  they 
descend  without  warning  and  usually  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  when  I'm  lying  alone  in 
bed.  The  first  sign  is  a  rapid  heartbeat . . . 
then  the  sweats,  so  profuse  I  must  wear  a 
towel  draped  around  my  neck.  I  go  through 
several  towels  nightly." 

So  John  Highet  describes  his  latest  bout  with 
a  crippling,  lifelong  depression.  Even  the 
verse  of  Ethan  Seegard,  his  favorite  poet, 
now  fails  to  offer  its  usual  solace.  In  a 
desperate  attempt  to  lift  his  spirits,  Highet's 
friend  Paula  Young  encourages  him  to  write 
the  definitive  biography  of  Seegard.  now  a 
reclusive  monk  at  New  Rievaulx  Abbey. 
Reluctantly  intrigued.  Highet  books  a  retreat 
at  the  abbey — embarking  on  a  journey  that 
will  not  only  challenge  his  well-trained 
intellect,  but  open  his  eyes  to  the  world  of 
the  spirit.  A  haunting  and  soul-lifting 
novella.  Blue  Hope  re-awakens  us  to  the 
transforming  power  of  the  written  word  and 
the  restorative  grace  of  beauty,  silence,  and. 
ultimately,  love. 

Robert  Waldron  is  the  author  of  six 
books,  including  Poetry  as  Prayer:  The 
Hound  of  Heaven  and  Thomas  Merton  in 
Search  of  His  Soul,  which  is  required 
reading  at  several  universities.  He  is 
published  regularly  in  literary  and  religious 
journals,  and  is  a  recipient  of  the  Catholic 
Press  Award  for  his  writing  on  spirituality. 
Waldron  frequently  conducts  Thomas 
Merton  and  Henri  Nouwen  retreats,  as  well 
as  poetry  retreats  at  SL  Stephen  Priory  in 
Dover,  Massachusetts.  He  lives  in  Boston, 
where  he  has  taught  at  Boston  Latin  School 
for  33  years. 
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Peace  without  Honor 


By  Andrew  Freeman,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


President  Nixon  led  the 
United  States  in  the  1970s  through 
enormous  escalation  in  the  bomb¬ 
ing  of  North  Vietnam  and  much 
of  Indochina,  attempting  to  bolster 
South  Vietnam  and  achieve  “peace 
with  honor.”  His  efforts  ultimately 
resulted  in  a  treaty  supposedly  as¬ 
suring  South  Vietnam’s  security 
while  American  forces  were  with¬ 
drawing.  After  the  withdrawal  of 
American  military  personnel,  the 
North  Vietnamese  Army  invaded 
the  South,  displacing  millions  and 
uniting  the  country. 

If  a  true  and  lasting  peace 
will  ever  be  brokered  in  Israel  and 
Palestine,  it  will  only  come  from 
the  unhappiness  of  both  parties; 
neither  can  seek  “peace  with 
honor”.  Without  sacrifices,  there 
w  ill  never  be  an  independent  Pal¬ 
estinian  state  or  a  Zionist  nation 
where  people  can  move  without 
fear  of  terrorism. 

Palestinian  refugees 
must  renounce  their  “right  of  re¬ 
turn”  to  former  property  in  areas 
inside  the  state  of  Israel,  though 
not  to  the  West  Bank,  Gaza  Strip, 
or  East  Jerusalem.  This  is  a  major 
concession,  strongly  opposed  and 
difficult  to  ask  of  the  refugees;  so 
be  it.  Throughout  its  history,  Israel 
has  consistently  seized  land  from 
Palestine,  violating  United  Na¬ 
tions  resolutions  and  international 
law.  The  terms  of  the  1 948  United 
Nations  division  of  Palestine  gave 
the  better  land  to  the  Zionists’  gov¬ 
ernment,  which  should  have  been 
sufficient  for  them.  I  personally 
believe  Palestinians  should  be  able 
to  return  to  their  land,  live  with  Is¬ 
raelis,  and  form  a  secular  govern¬ 
ment,  a  jointly  and  equally  con¬ 
trolled  state  with  peace  for  all. 

Such  an  ending  is  un¬ 
workable,  resulting  in  mass  geno¬ 
cide  on  a  level  of  the  partition  of 
India  instead  of  an  idealistic  fu¬ 
ture.  The  Palestinians  are  oblivi¬ 
ous  to  the  fact  that  the  United 
States  w  ill  back  the  state  of  Israel 
for  the  rest  of  its  existence.  The 
media  is  almost  uniformly  biased, 
the  public  is  mostly  either  disin¬ 
terested  in  the  conflict  or  seduced 
by  the  “War  on  Terror”  rhetoric 
streaming  from  the  Sharon  admin¬ 
istration.  and  the  government  is 
being  heavily  lobbied  by  Jewish- 
American  groups  supporting  Is¬ 
rael.  The  CIA  World  Factbook 
listed  economic  aid  towards  Israel 
(not  counting  military  or  loan 
guarantees)  as  SI.  1  billion  for  the 
fiscal  year  of  200 1 .  The 


Washington  Report  on  Middle  East 
Affairs  reports  that  the  approved  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  2002  Foreign  Operations 
Appropriations  bill  will  issue  $2.04 
billion  in  military  aid  and  $720  mil¬ 
lion  in  economic  aid.  Israel  receives 
more  American  foreign  aid  than  any 
other  country  in  the  world  and  has 
used  this  money  to  build  the  Middle 
East’s  most  powerful  military. 

Further  conflict  will  only 
hurt  Palestine,  and  everyone  needs 
to  recognize  this.  Israel  will  never  be 
destroyed;  it  is  a  modern  power 
armed  with  tanks,  aircraft,  naval  ves¬ 
sels,  and  nuclear  weapons.  The  sui¬ 
cide  bombings  or  other  works  of  ter¬ 
ror  have  never  posed  a  serious  threat 
to  the  security  of  the  state  of  Israel, 
nor  to  its  neighbors.  Given  time  and 
continued  ultra-conservative  Zionist 
leadership,  every  last  Palestinian  will 
be  killed  or  deported.  This  is  inex¬ 
cusable,  and  no  amount  of  pity  for 
what  has  happened  to  Jews  over  the 
course  of  history  condones  land  sei¬ 
zure,  collective  punishment,  or  re¬ 
striction  of  movement. 

Conversely,  there  is  no  way 
Israel  will  ever  exterminate  all  Pal¬ 
estinians  or  supportive  Arabs  (short 
of  nuclear  holocaust),  and  as  long  as 
the  Israelis  continue  building  and 
maintaining  “settlements”  and  esca¬ 
lating  the  conflict,  their  civilians  will 
be  at  risk  of  reprisals.  The  majority 
that  seeks  peace  in  the  State  of  Is¬ 
rael  must  gain  power  and  remove  the 
“settlements,”  end  the  economic 
stranglehold  on  the  occupied  territo¬ 
ries  (since  the  outbreak  of  the 
Intifada,  commerce  has  been 
blocked),  and  allow  the  creation  of  a 
Palestinian  state. 

The  Palestinians  must  halt 
terrorist  actions  and  be  realistic.  The 
toleration  of  groups  such  as  Hamas 
undermines  the  Palestinian 
Authority’s  international  credibility 
and  the  peace  process.  Other  Arab 
nations  must  be  supportive  of  the 
negotiations,  and  be  included  in  it; 
the  50-ton  boatload  of  Iranian  arms 
clearly  indicates  the  level  of  partic¬ 
ipation  such  countries  have  in  the 
conflict.  At  this  point,  no  side  stands 
to  gain  from  further  warfare.  For 
Israel’s  settlers,  the  West  Bank  and 
Gaza  strip  are  poor  regions,  more 
symbolic  than  anything  else;  for  the 
Palestinians,  no  amount  of  terrorism 
or  violence  can  dislodge  the  Israe¬ 
lis,  and  such  actions  would  only  es¬ 
calate  the  cycle  of  atrocities. 


The  opinions  expressed  here  in  are  those 
of  the  writers  and  do  not  necessarily 
represent  the  views  of  the  Argo. 


'  Can  the  Israeli-  ^ 
Palestinian  conflict 

BE  RESOLVED? 


“Not  really,  because  it’s  a  very 
deep-rooted  issue  that  literally 
goes  back  thousands  of  years  and 
is  based  on  deep-seated  hate.  ” 
— Denise  Whall,  I 


“Well,  anything  is  possible.  If 
they  work  together,  I’m  sure  that 
in  a  few  years  they  can  resolve 
their  issues  and  live  happily.” 

— Marico  Corbin,  II 


“I’d  like  to  think  that  it  could  be 
resolved,  but  it’s  mostly  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  people  being  willing  to  put 
aside  their  differences,  which 
may  not  happen  for  a  long  time.” 
— Natasha  Ramanayake,  III 


“No,  because  there  are  too  many 
imbalances,  and  people  just 
don’t  get  along.  That’s  why 
Americans  are  sending  people 
over  [to  the  Middle  East]  now- 
to  try  to  resolve  it  -  because  they 
can’t  resolve  it  on  their  own.  It 
may  take  years  and  years  or  for¬ 
ever.” 

— Johnson  Tran,  IV 


“It  could  be  possible  if  everyone 
weren’t  too  stubborn  to  compro¬ 
mise.  Unfortunately,  we  don’t 
live  in  a  perfect  world,  but  it  still 
may  happen.” 

— Kathryn  McColgan,  V 


“Maybe.  Yes,  it’s  possible  that 
the  conflict  will  be  resolved,  be¬ 
cause  they  are  fighting  over  a 
simple  topic  and  they  just  need 
to  sit  down  and  talk  about  it.” 

— Kamau  Jawarakim,  VI 


No  More 


By  Jonathan  Krieger,  II 

Sports  Editor 


On  September  11,  the 
United  States  was  attacked.  Thou¬ 
sands  died  and  Americans  were 
flung  into  a  state  of  fear.  We  were 
scared  to  take  a  bus  and  even  more 
scared  to  fly  in  an  airplane.  Presi¬ 
dent  Bush  putting  the  nation  on 
high  alert  became  a  regular  occur¬ 
rence.  Fear  became  habitual. 
Americans  experienced  a  hint  of 
the  fear  that  Israelis  face  every 
day. 

The  fear  that  Israelis  face 
is  everywhere.  In  Israel,  pizza  par¬ 
lors  are  constant  targets  for  bomb¬ 
ers.  The  same  is  true  for  buses. 
Once  nighttime  arrives,  downtown 
areas  fall  into  that  category  as 
well.  At  the  places  we  visit  ev¬ 
eryday  without  thinking  twice, 
Israel’s  citizens  live  with  the  fear 
that  they  will  end  up  on  the  front 
page  of  a  newspaper,  one  in  a  list 
of  many  casualties. 

We  cannot  begin  to 
imagine  a  world  like  that.  We  live 
in  a  world  where  we  can  go  to 
Same  Old  Place  in  Jamaica  Plain 
and  our  only  concern  is  what  top¬ 
ping  to  get  on  our  pizza.  We  fear 
subway  stations  because  of  the  oc¬ 
casional  mugging  in  the  street,  not 
because  of  the  daily  front-page¬ 
grabbing  explosions.  To  know 
how  the  Israelis  feel  is  to  realize 
that  our  September  12  is  Israel’s 
everyday. 

For  a  moment  on  Sep¬ 
tember  1 1 ,  the  terrorists  were  suc¬ 
cessful,  as  we  were  in  fact  terri¬ 
fied.  For  a  moment  they  were  suc¬ 
cessful,  then  we  said  “no  more.” 
President  Bush  sent  soldiers  to  Af¬ 
ghanistan  to  show  terrorists  every¬ 
where  that  the  United  States  would 
not  respond  passively  to  a  direct 
attack  on  its  people.  He  took 
strides  to  break  up  the  terrorist  net¬ 
works  whose  existence  had  led  to 
September  11.  He  was  sending  a 
message  to  all  future  terrorists  that 
if  we  were  attacked,  we  would 
strike  back  with  a  vengeance.  We 
would  not  be  pushed  around.  We 


would  not  retreat  into  a  state  of 
fear.  The  caves  and  hiding  places 
were  for  Bin  Faden,  not  Ameri¬ 
cans. 

Israel  does  the  same 
thing  and  is  persecuted  for  it.  Af¬ 
ter  going  through  years  of  fear  of 
being  victims  of  bombings,  and 
taking  the  car  because  it  was  safer 
than  the  bus,  and  of  listening  to 
the  news  and  hearing  about  best 
friends  who  died  getting  a  slice  of 
pizza,  Israel  said  “no  more.” 

People  outside  of  Israel 
say  that  Israel  should  give  back  the 
occupied  territory,  saying  that  it  is 
not  their  territory,  and  that  Israe¬ 
lis  are  wrong  in  refusing  to  give  it 
back.  The  crazy  thing  is  that  most 
people  in  Israel  agree  with  this 
sentiment.  There  is  definitely  a 
group  of  people  that  wants  to  keep 
the  territory  forever,  but  by  and 
large,  Israeli  citizens  feel  the  ter¬ 
ritory  should  be  returned,  and  that 
it  is  only  a  question  of  how  and 
when.  Israel  is  too  vulnerable  to 
give  back  the  occupied  territory 
now.  If  they  give  it  back,  they 
would  be  left  wide  open  to  an  in¬ 
evitable  attack  from  their  border¬ 
ing  enemies. 

And  don’t  think  that  the 
entire  conflict  will  stop  when  Is¬ 
rael  gives  the  land  back.  Israel  has 
been  the  victim  of  terrorist  bomb¬ 
ers  since  long  before  they  took 
control  of  what  is  now  “occupied 
territory.” 

On  September  11,  the 
United  States  got  a  taste  of  what 
it  is  like  to  live  in  Israel.  What  we 
tasted,  Israel  had  been  force-fed 
since  birth.  We  wanted  the  sense 
of  safety  we  had  all  taken  for 
granted  until  then;  so  we  fought 
back.  Now,  after  all  this  time,  Is¬ 
rael  is  doing  the  same.  Instead  of 
criticizing  them,  we  should  re¬ 
member  what  it  was  like  to  be  in 
their  shoes. 

I ’m  done  writing  now,  so 
I  think  I’ll  get  a  slice  of  pizza.  I 
wonder  what  topping  I  should  get 
on  it. 


DEAR  READERS:  Just  a  reminder  that  the  Argo  welcomes 
letters  responding  to  articles  and  issues  from  its  readers. 
Please  make  sure  each  letter  includes  your  name,  homeroom, 
and  class.  Though  letters  can  appear  anonymously,  they’ must 
he  submitted  accompanied  by  the  author's  name  and  contact 
information.  Letters  sent  by  e-mail  will  reach  us  much  more 
quickly.  Please  e-mail  next  year’s  Editor  in  Chief  Johnny 
B.  Greene,  if  you  have  any  questions,  comments, 
observations,  or  lamentations.  Letters  can  also  be  dropped 
off  in  the  Argo  basket  in  the  main  office.  Hope  to  hear  from 
you  next  year! 


PHOTOS  BY  JAMES  ZHEN,  II 
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—COMPILED  BY  MIMI  LAI  AND  RACHEL  WEIN 


Why  should  you  defer  from  college? 


Exams 

SAT  1* 

$26  per  exam 

SAT  II* 

$14  basic  registration 
$12  writing  exam 
$9  language  with  listening  exam 
$7  other  subject  exam 

Score  Reports  to  Colleges 

first  four  free  +  $6.50  per  additional  report 

Advanced  Placement* 

$84  per  exam  ($16  with  waiver) 

College  Applications* 

$30-60  each  (depends  on  individual  colleges) 

College  Visits 

varies;  check  Amtrak  for  student  discounts 

Financial  Aid 

FAFSA 

$0— FREE!!! 

CSS  PROFILE* 

$5  registration,  $17  per  report 

Amenities 

Class  Ring 

$170-$350 

Yearbook 

$65-90 

Senior  Portraits 

$80-325;  or  “low  option”  yearbook  mug  shot  (which 
is  usually  around  $25) 

Senior  Sweatshirt 

$20  (with  name  additional  $10) 

Cap,  Gown  and  T-shirt 

$55 

Senior  Prom 

$45  per  person 

Other 

Driver’s  Ed 

$300+ 

Driver’s  License 

$35 

SAT  Prep  Courses 

$300-$800  (taking  courses  at  BLS  may  be  cheaper) 

‘Waivers  available  for  low  income  families;  consult  your 
guidance  counselor  for  more  information. 

Senior  costs 


\ - 1 

Senior  Vocabulary 

FAFSA:  The  FAFSA  is  a  long-winded  acronym  for  the  government’s 
free  federal  student  aid  program.  Using  the  FAFSA  calculator,  you  can 
determine  how  much  money  you  qualify  for  from  the  government. 
Expected  Family  Contribution:  Commonly  known  as  the  EFC, 
this  is  the  amount  of  money  the  federal  government  calculates  (through 
FAFSA)  that  your  parents  can  afford  to  send  you  to  college.  This  is  not 
to  say  that  any  college  will  actually  follow  the  government’s  suggestion; 
think  of  it  more  as  the  daily  recommended  amount  of  calories  on  the 
back  of  a  cereal  box — the  college’s  financial  evaluation  may  be  higher 
or  lower.  Or  discarded  altogether. 

Score  Reports:  These  are  the  comprehensive  accounts  of  your  scores 
on  all  the  tests  you’ve  ever  taken  with  the  Educational  Testing  Service 
(AP  tests,  SATs,  SAT  I  Is)  that  must  be  sent  to  colleges.  You  get  four 
free  reports  each  time  you  take  the  test  (but  you  must  remember  to  first 
fill  in  the  codes  for  the  four  desired  colleges).  Each  additional  score 
report  will  cost  you  $6.50.  Not  all  colleges  (e.g.  UMASS-Amherst) 
require  you  to  send  a  score  report  if  your  test  info  is  on  your  transcipt. 
As  of  2002,  “score  choice”  (which  allowed  you  to  view  your  scores 
before  releasing  them)  is  no  longer  available.  Don’t  worry  though — 
most  colleges  just  look  at  your  best  combined  SAT  I  score  and  your  top 
two  or  three  SAT  II  scores,  and  disregard  the  rest.  In  the  long  run,  class 
grades  you  worked  hard  to  earn  are  more  important. 

Senior  Portrait:  This  is  a  picture  that  is  professionally  taken  for 
placement  in  the  yearbook  and  distribution  to  all  relatives  and  friends. 
The  pictures  come  in  many  sizes,  including  wallet  sizes.  They  are 
essentially  trading  cards  on  which  you  dash  off  sentimental  good-bye 
notes  to  your  friends.  The  senior  portrait  can  be  costly;  but  if  you  want 
your  mug  in  the  yearbook,  you  must  take  your  protrait  from  the  school’s 
official  photographer.  There  are  sometimes  special  low  cost  deals.  Make 
sure  you  call  the  photographer  and  investigate. 

Early  Admission:  This  is  a  legally  non-binding  option.  You  apply 
with  early  deadlines  to  a  school  that  offers  Early  Admission,  and  they 
reply  early  with  your  admissions  decision.  You  can  go  or  not — it’s  just 
a  quicker  way  of  finding  out  whether  or  not  you  got  in.  Few  schools 
offer  this  choice. 

Early  Decision:  Early  Decision  is  a  legally  binding  application.  By 
applying  Early  Decision,  you  commit  yourself  to  that  school;  if  they 
accept  you,  you  must  attend. 

Waitlist:  Waitlisting  means  that  you  are  fully  qualified  to  attend;  the 
college  just  does  not  have  space  for  you.  If  you  are  notified  of  your 
waitlist  status  by  mid-April,  you  will  probably  be  notified  of  your  final 
acceptance  or  rejection  by  mid-May.  Of  course,  you  must  send  in  a 
deposit  to  another  school  by  May  1 ,  so  if  you  get  off  the  waitlist  to  your 
first  choice  school,  you’ve  lost  your  deposit. 

—COMPILED  BY  ALISON  DAMASKOS 

I _ I 


By  Liz  Johnson,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

I  have  been  in  school 
now  for  14  years.  I  will  shortly 
be  entering  a  college  where  I  will 
spend  about  four  years  and  then  I 
may  pursue  graduate  school  for 
another  two  years.  All  told,  that’s 
20  years  of  studying.  I  think  it’s 
time  for  me  to  take  a  break. 

Having  gone  through  six 
years  of  Latin  School,  I  know  that 
I  am  capable  of  being  a  good 
student  and  that  I  enjoy  learning. 

I  don’t  know,  however,  what  it  is 
like  to  hold  down  a  steady  job,  to 
make  friends  in  a  non-academic 
environment,  or  to  have  the 
freedom  and  responsibility  of 
having  a  city  at  my  disposal  as  a 
young  adult  not  chained  to  a 
course  schedule.  All  of  these 
experiences  are  valuable  ones,  and 
cannot  be  taught  at  a  college.  This 
is  why  1  have  decided  to  take  a 
year  offbefore  l  enroll  in  a  college 
in  the  fall  of  2003. 

Most  students  who  take 
a  year  off  apply  to  college  in  the 
fall  of  their  senior  year  and,  when 
they  have  decided  where  they 
want  to  go  and  have  sent  their 
deposit  check,  request  permission 
to  defer  their  enrollment.  Most 
colleges  are  very  amenable  to  this, 
especially  since  it  opens  up  seats 
for  students  on  the  waiting  list 
who  w  ish  to  enroll  in  the  fall  of 
2002.  In  fact,  some  colleges  even 
encourage  it.  The  student 


requesting  deferral  usually  has  to 
write  a  letter  to  the  Director  of 
Admissions  explaining  why  she 
wants  to  defer  and  what  she  will 
do  during  that  year.  It  is  much 
wiser  to  be  accepted  into  a  college 
and  defer  than  to  put  off  applying 
to  a  college  until  the  fall  after 
senior  year.  It  is  easier  to  apply  to 
college  when  one  is  still  in  high 
school,  especially  at  our  high 
school  with  its  guidance 
counselors,  college  counselor  and 
even  financial  aid  counselor.  It  is 
also  nice  to  be  able  to  spend  the 
fall  of  one’s  year  off  working, 
traveling  or  doing  whatever  one 
washes  rather  than  worrying  about 
college  essays  and  applications. 

Some  students  who  take 
time  off  between  high  school  and 
college  are  certain  of  what  they 
wish  to  pursue  in  college  and  what 
they  w  ill  study.  They  want  to  take 
a  year  off  for  any  number  of 
reasons:  to  get  experience  in  the 
“working  world”  and  to  do  things 
they  have  not  had  the  time  to  do. 
Other  students,  myself  included, 
do  not  know  what  it  is  they  wish 
to  study  in  college.  They  have 
ideas  about  what  interests  them 
and  what  they  are  good  at.  but  they 
haven’t  yet  decided  what  their 
main  focus  will  be.  A  year  off  can 
provide  a  student  with  the 
opportunity  to  explore  many 
options  and  to  do  some  thinking 
about  what  it  is  that  truly  engages 
her.  Working  or  volunteering  may 


even  give  a  the  student  news  ideas 
about  what  she  wants  to  study — 
perhaps  something,  that  didn’t 
occur  to  her  in  the  small  universe 
of  high  school.  This  is  not  to  say 
that  a  student  unsure  of  her  path 
cannot  discover  her  path  in  her 
freshman  year  of  college,  right 
after  high  school,  but  taking  time 
between  schools  can  give  that 
student  time  to  think  about  her 
motivations,  desires  and  passions. 

Time  is  very  precious  to 
a  high  school  student.  What  with 
projects,  tests,  homework, 
extracurriculars  and  family 
obligations,  many  students  are  left 
without  any  time  for  themselves. 
Often,  there  are  things  that  a 
student  would  like  to  do  but  for 
which  she  simply  doesn’t  have  the 
time.  Deferring  for  a  year  can  give 
a  student  the  opportunity  to  pursue 
the  activities  she  has  been  putting 
off  or  ignoring.  She  can  still  do 
the  activities  she  loved  in  high 
school,  but  she  no  longer  has  to 
worry  about  academics.  Some 
deferring  students  may  have  jobs 
to  worry  about  instead  of  school, 
but  most  jobs  for  18-year-olds 
don't  come  with  homework  or 
report  cards.  It  may  seem  difficult 
to  find  the  activities  that  were 
easily  accessible  in  high  school, 
but  there  are  plenty  of  dance 
studios,  acting  classes,  language 
courses,  sports  clubs  and  hundreds 
of  other  places  that  have  the 
activities  available  to  high  school 


students.  With  freedom  from  the 
7:45  homeroom  bell,  there  is 
plenty  of  time  to  look  for  these 
places  and  engage  in  new  or  old 
activities. 

Another  reason  for 
deferring  is  a  simple  one;  money. 
Some  students  cannot  afford  the 
college  they  wish  to  attend,  and  for 
some,  their  Expected  Family 
Contribution  (EFC)  is  too  high. 
When  an  EFC  is  calculated, 
sometimes  there  are  factors  that 
are  not  taken  into  account,  such  as 
outstanding  debt  or  large  hospital 
bills.  Some  students  wish  or  need 
to  work  in  order  to  help  contribute 
to  their  family’s  EFC.  Still,  other 
students  are  determined  to  put 
themselves  through  college 
without  burdening  their  parents 
with  loans,  so  they  need  to  take 
some  time  to  work  and  earn  money 
for  college.  Even  though  many 
students  may  have  worked  during 
high  school,  there  is  no  way  they 
could  make  as  much  money  in  a 
part-time  job  after  school  as  they 
could  working  full-time  for  a  full 
year. 

Deferring  enrollment  to 
college  is  not  for  everyone.  There 
are  some  people  who  wish  to  go 
straight  to  school  to  study 
something  in  which  they  are  very 
interested  and  cannot  wait  to  be 
immersed.  There  are  other  people 
who  are  not  sure  w  hat  they  want 
to  study,  but  feel  sure  that  they  do 
want  to  enter  college  next  fall. 


There  are  yet  other  people  who 
would  like  to  take  a  year  off 
between  schools,  but  know  they 
would  not  have  the  motivation  to 
go  back  to  school  once  they  have 
been  free  from  the  restrictions  of 
homework  and  tests  for  an  entire 
year.  Students  know  themselves 
better  than  parents  give  them  credit 
for.  If  a  student  decides  to  take  a 
year  off,  it  is  because  she  knows 
that  she  will  be  able  to  return  to 
school  the  following  year.  If,  by 
some  chance,  the  student  takes  a 
year  off  and  then  decides  that  she 
doesn’t  want  to  go  back  to  college, 
then  that’s  all  right  too,  because, 
believe  it  or  not,  college  is  not  for 
everyone,  either.  Everyone  who 
wants  to  go  to  college  should  be 
afforded  the  opportunity,  and  it  is 
true  that  many  young  people  end 
up  not  going  to  college  because 
they  cannot  afford  the  tuition,  but 
it  is  not  catastrophic  if  a  student 
who  is  given  the  opportunity  to 
attend  college  declines.  She  may 
be  just  as  happy  learning  life  skills 
through  working  or  traveling  and 
experiencing  the  world  first-hand. 
Parents  should  not  be  worried  that 
their  child  will  not  wish  to  return 
to  school  after  a  year  of  non- 
academic  pursuits;  most  students 
know  themselves  very  well  and 
will  return  to  school  when  they  are 
ready,  and  the  students  w  ho  change 
their  minds  about  pursuing  higher 
education  wall  learn  through  other 
experiences. 
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Day  at  the  Races 


By  Alice  Daly,  II 

Contributing  Writter 

It  looms  around  us  when  we 
get  our  tests  back,  when  a  quiet 
classroom  becomes  a  sea  of 
deafening  whispers  hissing,  “What 
did  you  get?”  It  dances 
circles  around  our 
heads  when  report 
cards  are  passed  out 
sixth  period,  and  we  are 
branded  with  the 
odious  letters  that  insist 
indisputably  that  we 
are  less  intelligent  than 
other  people.  It  floats 
silently  behind  us  when 
we  fill  out  our  course 
selection  sheets,  trying 
to  decide  how  much  a 
sane  course  load  will 
hurt  us  in  the  grand 
scheme  of  academia, 
weighing  sleep  against 
inflated  GPAs  and 
sanity  against  keeping 
up  with  our  friends.  It 
tightens  its  suffocating 
grasp  around  our  throats  as  the 
world  of  SATs  and  college 
applications  approaches  and  we 
begin  to  suspect  that  we  are  the 
only  ones  on  the  planet  without 
1 500s.  It  is  the  intense  competition 
between  students,  the  unstoppable 
and  unavoidable  force  which 
pushes  us  to  work  harder  and 
harder  so  that  we  can  measure  up 
to  our  classmates,  to  our  friends, 
to  our  own  expectations.  It  is,  in 
short,  the  rat  race. 

As  students  entering  the 
“number  one  high  school  in  the 
country”  (as  one  of  my  teachers 
often  fondly  refers  to  BLS),  we 
probably  expected  to  see  some 
competition.  What  we  probably 
did  not  expect  to  see  was  a  level 
of  competition  where  the  concept 
“personal  best”  has  little  or  no 


meaning,  and  even  a  student’s 
success  is  only  relative,  relative  to 
the  even  more  inflated  GPA  and 
even  greater  success  of  the  student 
next  to  him.  The  SAT  scales  our 
scores  based  on  how  well  our  peers 
do.  The  National  Honor  Society 


invites  the  top  20  percent  of  the 
class — not  everyone  who  earns  a 
certain  GPA  or  above.  At  this 
point,  we  begin  to  doubt  the  people 
who  told  us  that  GPA  made  us 
compete  only  with  ourselves.  You 
must  compete ,  the  system  drills 
into  our  brains,  you  must  compete 
or  you  will  be  left  behind. 

The  competitive  spirit  which 
lurks  in  the  hallways  of  BLS 
touches  everyone  at  one  point  or 
another.  Students  who  preach  their 
disdain  for  competition  and  claim 
to  give  hardly  a  second  thought  to 
how  their  grades  measure  up  find 
themselves  rejoicing  with 
superiority  when  they  score  the 
highest  grade  in  their  class  on  a 
test.  Even  a  few  doses  of  that 
stupendous  feeling  of  success  and 
self  worth  has  been  known  to  turn 


unlikely  students  over  to  the  Dark 
Side,  to  throw'  them  headfirst  into 
the  rat  race.  Students  of  all 
different  shapes  and  sizes  and 
GPAs  are  constantly  plagued  by 
the  fruitless  thought  that  there  will 
always  be  many  people  above 
them,  that  no  matter  how 
hard  they  try,  no  matter 
how  many  hours  of  sleep 
they  sacrifice  to  the 
business  of  education, 
and  no  matter  how  high 
their  grades  and  tests 
scores  are,  there  will 
always  be  many,  many 
people  above  them. 

I  suppose  it  is  what 
keeps  us  going,  what 
keeps  us  from  ever  being 
satisfied  with  ourselves 
and  our  academic 
performances,  what 
keeps  us  from  throwing 
in  the  towel  when  our 
GPA  hits  the  A  mark,  and 
drives  us  to  keep  striving 
higher  and  higher  to  new 
levels  of  academic 
excellence,  to  the  inconceivable 
and  elusive  5.0. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  the 
rat  race  will  never  be  abolished,  for 
better  or  for  worse,  it  is  a  part  of 
us.  It  is  ingrained  in  the 
atmosphere,  in  our  teachers,  in  our 
own  minds,  in  the  hallowed  halls 
of  BLS.  It  is  what  makes  us  what 
we  are:  DRIVEN.  And  although 
it  is  the  reason  we  push  our  bodies 
to  operate  on  miniscule  amounts 
of  sleep  and  stress  ourselves 
almost  to  tears  over  grades  and  test 
scores,  it  is  also  the  reason  we 
make  ourselves  conquer 
procrastination  and  realize  our 
potential  and  exigency  of  effort  in 
addition  to  brains.  Brains  got  us 
into  the  race,  it  teaches  us,  but  it  is 
that  effort  which  will  get  us  across 
the  finish  line. 


JUNIOR  RATTY  O'REILLY  DECLINED  COMMENT  WHEN  ASKED 
HIS  OPINION  ON  THE  "RAT  RACE." 


BLS,  Finals  and  Fun 


By  Leanne  Gaffney,  II 

Contributing  Writer 

As  final  exams  approach,  the 
question  on  everyone’s  mind  is 
“When  are  they  again?” 
(Translation:  “What  is  the  earliest 
possible  date  I  can  get  out  of 
here?”). 

According  to  the  BPS/BLS 
calendar,  finals  are  not  until  the  last 
week  of  school  (June  18-21), 
which,  of  course,  is  bad  news. 
However,  if  Boston  Latin  School, 
a  rigorous  college  preparatory 
institution,  were  to  adopt  the 
“exam  system,”  as  many 
universities  have,  students  could 
take  finals  whenever  they  wanted. 

The  exam  system  allows 
college  students  to  schedule  their 
final  exams  at  any  time  during  a 
designated  one  or  two-week 
period.  Therefore,  students  could 
take  their  finals  early  and  go  home 
to  start  a  summer  internship,  or 
take  their  finals  late  so  that  they 
could  review  and  cram  as  much  ot 


their  coursework  into  their  brains 
as  possible.  So,  should  BLS  adopt 
the  exam  system?  Before  one 
considers  that  question,  though, 
one  should  ponder  the  following: 
Can  BLS  adopt  the  exam  system? 

Personally,  I  do  not  think  the 
exam  system  would  work  at 
Boston  Latin.  The  school  itself  is 
composed  of  over  2,300  pre-teens 
and  teenagers.  Could  we  handle 
that  much  responsibility 
ourselves?  Some  of  us  could,  but 
not  all  of  us  can;  this  could  lead  to 
drastic  increases  of  students  failing 
their  final  exams,  simply  because 
they  did  not  remember,  schedule, 
or  take  their  exams.  Getting  a  zero 
on  the  final  exam,  which  some 
teachers  count  as  two  or  even  three 
test  grades,  could  cause  many 
students  to  fail  term  five.  Failing 
term  five  would  undoubtedly 
decrease  the  final  averages  of 
students,  which  may  cause 
struggling  students  to  fail  for  the 
year  and  force  them  to  attend 
summer  school  or  take  reachback 


classes. 

One  must  also  consider  the 
faculty  and  administration  in  this 
system.  It  would  not  be  fair  for 
some  students  to  be  out  of  school 
on  June  14,  for  example,  while  a 
teacher  has  to  wait  until  1  p.m.  on 
June  21  for  one  of  the  many 
procrastinators  at  BLS  to  waltz  in 
and  take  the  final.  Also,  logistically 
it  would  be  absolute  chaos,  causing 
problems  for  both  the  faculty  and 
the  administration.  Poor  Ms. 
Barbara  would  be  forced  to  check 
an  infinite  number  of  passes  as 
students  walked  around  the 
building  looking  for  exam  rooms 
at  completely  random  times  during 
the  day.  Considering  all  involved, 
the  exam  system  cannot  and 
should  not  take  place  at  BLS. 

Yet  the  current  system  is  far 
from  perfect.  Departmental  exams 
are  scheduled  on  appointed  days 
when  some  teachers  give  their  own 
finals  or  an  extension  of  a 
departmental  final.  This  procedure 
causes  students  to  have  more  than 
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Cruel  School? 


On  April  21,  2002,  a  book 
review  entitled  A  Teacher 
Heads  for  the  Hills  ”  was 
published  on  page  9  (City 
Weekly)  of  the  Boston  Globe. 
Though  the  article  focused  on 
Mr.  Waldron  s  new  novella  Blue 
Hope,  the  following  portion 
pertains  to  BLS: 

“...  ‘The  repression  of  the 
spiritual  instinct  is  the  great 
problem  of  our  time,’  [Mr. 
Waldron]  says  from  his  home  in 
West  Roxbury.  ‘I  see  it  in  my 
students  all  the  time.  They  have 
a  hunger  for  the  spiritual,  and 
often  that  hunger  comes  out  as  a 
fascination  for  the  ideas  of 
suicide  and  depression.’ 
Teaching  has  been  Waldron’s 
first  and  greatest  passion  (‘I’m 
always  thinking  of  my  students,’ 
he  says  when  asked  of  the 
motivation  for  his  writing),  and 
so  it  is  difficult  not  to  see  his 
spiritual,  contemplative  novella, 
called  Blue  Hope — most  of 
which  he  wrote  while  on  summer 
break — as  an  attempt  to  address 

Richness 

A  BLS faculty  member  responds: 

People  in  all  walks  of  life, 
all  over  the  world,  have 
frustrations  aplenty  with  their 
chosen  work.  It’s  nothing  new; 
see  Horace’s  first  Satire,  read 
Hesiod’s  Works  and  Days.  It  is, 
however,  dishonorable  for  a  man 
to  blast,  at  any  and  every  public 
opportunity,  his  implacable  rage 
at  his  own  chosen  institution.  Mr. 
Waldron’s  latest  iterations  of  his 
usual  complaints  are  excessive, 
ultimately  false,  and  hurtful  to  his 
colleagues  and  students. 

Now,  I  certainly  agree  with 
him  that  the  numbers,  the  pace 
of  the  day,  and  the  sometimes 
unreasonable  expectations  can 
make  a  young  person  feel  like  a 
cog  in  a  machine.  Yes,  the 
School’s  culture  is  too 
materialistic,  too  narcissistic,  and 
far  too  cynical.  But  Mr.  Waldron 
knows  that  to  tell  only  part  of  a 
story  is  to  lie.  Where  is  his  credit 
to  all  the  good,  competent,  and 
kind  people  working  very  hard 


those  needs  of  his  students  that  he 
thinks  are  being  neglected.  He  is 
unafraid  to  say  who  he  thinks  is 
doing  the  neglecting.  ‘Boston 
Latin  is  a  soulless  place: 
obscenely  deferential  toward 
money  and  power  and  its  own 
reputation,’  he  says.  ‘They  don’t 
see  kids  as  human  beings;  they  see 
them  as  academic  machines.’ 

It  is  a  complaint  that 
Waldron  has  lodged  many  times 
before  and  that  has  gotten  him  into 
some  degree  of  trouble  with  the 
school’s  administration. 

But,  he  says,  he  is  most 
likely  retiring  in  a  year  to  dedicate 
himself  full-time  to  writing,  and 
no  longer  fears  the  consequences 
of  his  criticism.  He  has  written  a 
novel  with  the  tentative  but 
revealing  title  ‘Cruel  School,’ 
which  deals  with  what  he  calls 
‘the  dark  side’  of  Boston  Latin...” 
—Daniel  B.  Smith,  Globe 
Correspondent 

Copyright  (c)  2002,  Globe 
Newspaper  Company 

of  Spirit 

to  make  sure  that  the  school 
experience  is  of  the  highest 
quality?  Has  he  no  perception  of 
the  overwhelming  richness  of 
spirit  of  the  students,  the  support 
staff,  and  the  faculty?  Oh,  but  that 
is  the  party  line. 

The  man  may  well  imagine 
himself  the  chieftain  of  a 
beleaguered  band  of  true 
believers,  hardy  rebels  striking 
out  at  an  evil  tyranny  (call  it 
“Administration”)  which  will  one 
day  collapse  in  its  own 
putrescence.  It’s  a  potent  and 
universal  myth,  of  course. 
Meanwhile,  unless  one’s  novellas 
of  spiritual  self-realization  are  to 
be  understood  as  completely 
fictitious,  one  should  exercise  a 
modicum  of  self-criticism, 
demonstrate  some  self-restraint. 

To  put  aside  long-cherished 
enmities  and  extend  generous 
praise — that  would  be  a  noble  and 
great-hearted  way  to  end  a  career. 
—Peter  Cohee,  Boston  Latin 
School  Classics  Department 


one  final  per  day  and  more  than 
their  fair  share  of  extra  stress  at 
an  already  stressful  time  and 
place.  Also,  students  should  not  be 
forced  to  go  to  school  on  the  last 
days  as  long  as  they  have 
completed  their  work.  I  for  one  do 
not  see  the  harm  in  missing  the  last 
three  days  or  so,  especially  the  last 
two  half-days  when  little  or 
nothing  is  done,  so  long  as  the 
student  meets  the  policy  of  no  less 
than  15  percent  attendance  per 
term  and  no  less  than  1 0  percent 
attendance  for  the  entire  year. 

This  time  I  think  that  BLS 
cannot  look  to  colleges  for  an 
example,  but  must  instead 
investigate  the  final  exam  policies 
of  its  fellow  high  schools  in 
Massachusetts.  Many  high 
schools  give  department  finals  on 


the  mornings  of  the  week  before  the 
last  few  days  of  school.  After  the 
students  take  their  finals,  they  are 
allowed  to  leave  school  so  that  they 
may  review  for  the  next  day’s  final 
and  rest  and  so  that  teachers  can 
begin  correcting  that  day’s  finals.  1 
realize  that  as  a  public  school  we 
must  by  law  be  at  school  1 80  days 
a  year.  If  the  school  desires  the 
students  to  be  in  school  the  last  few 
days,  perhaps  we  should  throw  an 
end  of  the  year  party  at  that  time 
and  use  the  last  bit  of  green  on 
school  property  to  do  something 
crazy  for  once,  like  hold  a  carnival 
or  class  picnics.  Who  knows? 
Maybe  we  can  use  our  intelligence 
to  make  being  in  school  better  than 
being  in  bed,  while  at  the  same  time 
passing  our  finals. 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Page  10 


Forum 


Balancing  Boyfriends  and 
the  Burdens  of  Schoolwork 


By  Hana  Yoo,  II 

Assistant  Forum  Editor 


BLS:  a  school  renowned 
far  and  wide  for  its  academic  repu¬ 
tation,  but  not  for  its  social  life. 

Since  the  average 
BLS  student  contends  with  a 
rigorous  college  preparatory 
curriculum,  three  or  more 
hours  of  homework  a  night, 
and  a  constant  pressure  to  ex¬ 
cel,  it  is  difficult  for  the  aver¬ 
age  student  to  find  the  energy 
and  time  for  a  “life.”  Yet 
many  students  successfully 
manage  to  have  lives  outside 
of  their  schoolwork;  certain 
overachievers  manage  that 
while  earning  decent  grades. 
Don’t  believe  me?  Stay  af¬ 
ter  school  any  day  of  the 
week.  The  corridors  and 
classrooms,  the  cafeteria,  the 
library,  the  Black  Box  The¬ 
ater  and  the  gym  all  buzz  with 
the  vibrancy  of  students  who 
are  passionately  engaged  in  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  extracurricular  activities 
— or  just  hanging  out  with  friends. 
One  would  be  hard  put  to  survive 
at  BLS  without  friends.  Dating, 
however,  is  a  different  matter. 

Let’s  face  it:  Maintaining 
a  relationship,  even  an  enjoyable 
relationship,  is  hard  work.  It’s  time 
consuming,  emotionally  draining, 
and  even  heartbreaking.  Some  stu¬ 
dents  simply  do  not  find  dating 
worthwhile  at  this  stage  in  their 


lives.  It’s  only  high  school,  after 
all;  why  not  wait  until  college? 
Some  parents  also  forbid  their 
teenagers  to  date  for  various  rea¬ 
sons.  Thus,  the  BLS  dating  pool 
is  limited,  more  so  for  girls  than 


for  boys,  since  girls  outnumber 
boys  at  BLS,  and  even  more  so  for 
girls  in  Honors  or  AP  classes,  in 
which  boys  are  often  the  minor¬ 
ity.  Nevertheless,  a  number  of  stu¬ 
dents,  following  their  hearts  (or 
their  hormones),  choose  to  date. 
Some  date  people  they  meet  out¬ 
side  of  school;  others  date  fellow 
BLS  students. 

1  had  the  chance  to  talk 
to  the  senior  class’  “Cutest 
Couple”;  Heidi  Lo  and  Adrian 


Leung.  Heidi  and  Adrian  met  in 
Ms.  O’Malley’s  ninth  grade  En¬ 
glish  class;  astonishingly  enough, 
their  three-year  anniversary  was 
this  past  April  27.  How  has  their 
relationship  lasted  so  long  in  the 
tense  environment  of  BLS? 
“We  both  have  priorities,” 
Adrian  explains.  “Time  man¬ 
agement  is  very  important.” 
Heidi  adds.  “Sometimes  I’ll 
only  see  Adrian  for  1 5  minutes 
after  school.”  “Yeah,  I  get  15 
minutes  of  her  time  three  days  a 
week,”  Adrian  laughs.  “But  we 
try  to  see  each  other,  even  if  we 
just  walk  around  school,”  Heidi 
says.  So  does  the  busy  couple 
ever  go  out?  “Sometimes,  on 
weekends.”  As  the  Bard  wrote, 
“The  course  of  true  love  never 
£  did  run  smooth,”  but  this  rela- 
^  tionship  has  stood  the  test  of 

UJ 

S  time,  at  least  through  high 
■y  school.  The  pair  hopes  to  con- 
“  tinue  their  relationship  in  col¬ 
lege. 

Few  who  truly  remember 
high  school  want  to  go  back  to  that 
stressful  and  uncertain  period.  The 
tumultuous  teenage  years  are 
tough  for  everyone.  Often,  life 
turns  into  an  elaborate  balancing 
act.  There  are  merely  24  hours  in 
a  day;  it  all  comes  down  to  orga¬ 
nizing  one’s  time.  Still,  do  not  de¬ 
spair;  everyone  who  has  made  it 
this  far  is  to  be  commended.  Suc- 
cess-however  you  might  define  it 
-is  entirely  possible. 


Political  Incorrectness 

Abercrombie  and  Fitch  Found  Offensive 


By  Katie  MacDonald,  III 

Contributing  Writer 

Political  correctness  is  an 
integral  part  of  the  modern  world, 
so  much  so  that  examples  of  pub¬ 
lic  ignorance  have  been  few  and 
far  between.  Recently  Aber¬ 
crombie  and  Fitch  fell  far  short  of 
a  politically  correct  standard,  dem¬ 
onstrating  the  unconscious  bias 
that  many  Americans  still  entertain 
about  certain  races  and  religions. 

American  high  school 
culture  is  filled  with  brand  names, 
the  most  prevalent  of  which  is 
Abercrombie  and  Fitch.  It  is  al¬ 
most  impossible  to  sit  in  a  class  at 
Boston  Latin  without  seeing  the 
words  "Abercrombie  and  Fitch" 
on  someone.  In  the  popularity  con¬ 
test  that  defines  American  high 
school,  clothing  often  doubles  as 
a  status  symbol.  The  brand  names 
and  slogans  on  these  clothing 
products  are  highly  \  isible  and 
have  the  power  to  easily  sway  a 
teenager’s  opinions. 

Abercrombie  and  Fitch 
recently  put  out  five  T-shirts  in  its 
spring  line  that  were  later  recalled 
because  the  shirts  contained  ste¬ 


reotypical  racist  messages.  The 
shirts  mainly  stereotyped  Asian 
Americans,  but  have  caused  out¬ 
rage  from  all  racial  communities. 
One  shirt  fora  fictional  company, 
Wong  Brothers  Laundry  Service 
read,  “Two  Wongs  can  make  it 
White.”  The  shirt  depicted  two 
characters  with  slanted  eyes  and 
cone-shaped  hats  that  were  tradi¬ 
tionally  worn  by  rice  patty  work¬ 
ers  in  Asia.  Another  shirt  made  fun 
of  Buddha,  whom  many  people 
hold  as  sacred.  These  offensive  T- 
shirts  caused  an  eruption  of  criti¬ 
cism  from  Americans  of  all  back¬ 
grounds.  Students  from  colleges 
such  as  Harvard,  MIT,  Tufts.  BU 
and  Stanford,  as  well  as  many 
Asian  American  student  organiza¬ 
tions,  held  protests  and  boycotts 
of  Abercrombie  and  Fitch. 

Abercrombie  and  Fitch 
representatives  have  apologized 
and  claimed  that  the  T-shirts  were 
not  meant  to  be  racist.  This  state¬ 
ment,  in  fact,  seems  true.  The  T- 
shirts  were  an  attempt  at  humor 
that  was  careless  and  insulting. 
Sophomore  Arianne  Williams 
agrees  saying.  "I  think  that  it  is 
offensive  and  even  though  it  may 


have  just  resulted  from  being 
thoughtless,  it  is  almost  as  bad  as 
intentional  racism.”  What  seemed 
like  clever  slogans  really  accentu¬ 
ated  the  fact  that  there  still  remains 
in  some  Americans  an  almost  un¬ 
conscious  bias  or  cultural  miscon¬ 
ceptions  that  spring  from  a  lack  of 
awareness. 

Abercrombie’s  belief  that 
teenagers  would  find  these  T-shirt 
humorous  is  insulting.  Teens 
should  send  Abercrombie  a  mes¬ 
sage — that  its  careless  stereotyping 
and  attempts  to  make  light  of  reli¬ 
gious  icons  is  unacceptable.  The 
company  needs  to  understand  that 
teenagers  as  a  whole  are  not  so 
materially  driven  that  they  will  not 
recognize  racism  when  they  see  it. 
Concerned  students  should  let 
Abercrombie  know  that  teens  do 
respect  each  other’s  diverse  back¬ 
grounds.  The  only  way  that  the 
company  will  realize  that  teenag¬ 
ers  understand  that  their  tactics 
w ere  unacceptable  is  to  make  an 
impact  on  Abercrombie’s  sales.  A 
boycott  would  show  the  company 
that  racism  or  cultural  disrespect, 
however  unintentional,  has  no 
place  in  today's  world  of  diversity. 


A  \ 

Catholic 

Crisis 


By  Elizabeth  Bonnice,  II 

Contributing  Writer 

Perhaps  the  most  diffi¬ 
cult  part  of  the  pedophilia  scan¬ 
dal  in  the  Catholic  Church  is 
watching  formerly  loyal  and 
faithful  churchgoers  turn  into 
protesters,  many  of  whom  have 
gathered  outside  of  churches  all 
over  Massachusetts.  Up  until  a 
few  months  ago,  when  allega¬ 
tions  of  sexual  abuse  by  priests 
suddenly  exploded  into  a  viru¬ 
lent  fever  of  accusations  all  over 
the  country,  these  parishioners 
were  generally  satisfied  and  con¬ 
tent  with  their  priests.  Even  if 
only  a  fraction  of  the  claims  are 
proven  true,  there  is  an  over¬ 
whelming  burden  resting  on  the 
church,  not  only  to  make  repa¬ 
rations  for  the  past  but  to  guard 
against  the  future. 

And  so  the  cardinals  went 
to  Rome,  only  to  demonstrate 
once  again  that  the  Catholic 
church  is  inadequately  prepared 
at  this  juncture  to  deal  with  this 
issue.  What  was  proposed  in 
Rome  was  not  in  any  way  a 
solution;  according  to  the  official 
text  of  the  final  statement  from 
that  meeting,  the  Church  “will 
recommend  a  special  process  for 
the  dismissal  from  the  clerical 
state  of  a  priest  who  ...  is  guilty 
of  serial,  predatory  and  sexual 
abuse  of  minors.”  Throughout 
the  text,  there  is  continual 
reference  to  this  “due  process” 
that  they  will  “recommend.”  Yet 
the  only  condemnation  of  the 
acts  is  acknowledging  them  to  be 
“appalling  s  i  n  [  s  ]  ”  and 
“crime[s].”  Also  left  unmen¬ 
tioned  is  how  the  church  will 
make  amends  to  the  past  victims 
of  this  crime.  However,  the  most 
noticeable  lack  is  that  there  is  no 
actual  solution  presented  or 
prepared  for  by  this  resolution. 
They  recommend  as  punishment 
the  dismissal  of  the  priests  found 
guilty,  that  they  provide  for 
extraordinary  circumstances, 
and  that  they  suggest  that  “moral 
doctrine  in  its  integrity  be 
taught”  in  the  seminaries,  which 
will  be  monitored  by  a  panel  of 
church  officials.  Yet  no  need  for 
prevention  is  cited. 

They  glaze  over  an 
important  issue:  teaching  moral 
doctrine  does  not  guarantee 
compliance  or  ability  to  resist 
temptation  later.  What  is 
suggested  is  simply  another  set 
of  rules;  another  set  of  plans  and 
regulations  to  be  followed 
verbatim.  If  no  method  of 
prevention  is  implemented,  any 
priest  in  danger  of  hurting 
himself  and  those  under  his 
charge  wouldn’t  be  checked  until 
imminent  or  ongoing  miscon¬ 
duct  was  reported.  Yet  as  our 
current  judicial  system  can 
attest,  punishment  is  often  not 
enough  of  a  deterrent.  Any 
solution  must  look  at  more  than 


just  policy  and  the  moral  integrity 
of  a  seminary  if  it  hopes  for  any 
rate  of  success.  Much  of  the 
sexual  misconduct  does  not  begin 
until  long  after  a  priest  graduates 
from  seminary.  Teaching  moral 
conduct  may  help  a  priest  to 
define  right  and  wrong,  but  will 
have  absolutely  no  effect  if  he  is 
caught  in  a  negative  downward 
spiral  of  pornography  and/or 
pedophilia. 

The  purpose  of  the  Catholic 
church,  of  any  church,  is  not,  as 
the  final  statement  of  the  Vatican 
meeting  suggests,  to  inspire 
“greater  fidelity”  or  to  “avoid 
grave  scandal.”  It  is  to  serve  the 
people  and  to  nurture  a  healthier 
life  style  for  them.  How  will 
teaching  moral  values  address  the 
root  issue?  Dismissing  the  priests 
after  they  have  already  caused 
damage  in  no  way  supports  this 
mission.  Pedophilia,  pornogra¬ 
phy  and  sexual  abuse  in  any  form 
are  too  dangerous,  harmful,  and 
difficult  of  subjects  to  be  dealt 
with  with  partiality.  The  Cardi¬ 
nals  and  the  Bishops  are  only 
dealing  with  the  future,  but  what 
they  really  need  to  deal  with  is 
the  past.  Changing  the  rules  will 
not  change  reality. 

Some  solutions  to  this 
effect  have  been  presented,  such 
as  removing  the  requirement  of 
celibacy  from  the  priesthood,  but 
even  permitting  priests  to  marry 
does  not  ensure  that  sexual  im¬ 
morality  in  the  church  will  end. 
In  the  Protestant  churches,  where 
ordained  ministers  are  permitted 
to  marry,  reports  still  surface  of 
problems,  although  not  on  the 
same  scale  as  now  in  the  Catho¬ 
lic  Church.  In  order  to  remain 
celibate,  or  even  faithful  to  a 
spouse,  a  conscious  choice  and 
effort  is  sometimes  involved. 
One  of  the  ways  to  combat  this 
issue  is  to  take  away  the  stigma 
currently  surrounding  it  and  to 
address  and  prepare  everyone  to 
face  and  work  with  it.  People  still 
make  mistakes,  but  at  least  the 
church  could  send  their  priests 
armed  and  ready  to  face  sexual 
temptation  when  it  comes. 

Though  much  good  has 
come  from  the  church  over  the 
years,  there  must  be  a  deeper 
evaluation  of  why  this  is 
happening  before  any  conclusion 
can  be  reached.  For  any  good  to 
happen,  something  besides  loose 
doctrine  and  regulations  must 
occur  in  the  church.  No  matter 
how  many  psychologists  and 
doctors  analyze  this  situation, 
nothing  will  change  unless  their 
findings  are  put  into  action.  Why 
has  pedophilia  become  such  an 
epidemic  in  the  church?  Why  are 
so  many  priests  falling?  This 
epidemic  is  not  an  accident.  Until 
the  Catholic  church  digs  out  the 
roots  of  pedophilia,  instead  ofjust 
trimming  the  tree,  there  will  be 
no  significant  end  to  this  horror. 

_ _ ) 
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“A  man  who  has  never  gone  to  school  may  steal  from  a  freight  car; 
but  if  he  has  a  university  education ,  he  may  steal  the  whole  railroad 


-Theodore  Roosevelt 


Sarah  Adler 
Wajiha  Ahmed 
Alexandra  Alessi 
Stania  Alexis 
Elisangela  Almeida 
Keri  Antonelli 
Henri  Apollon 
Amy  Arrington 
Francis  Arvelo 
Christopher  Bailey 


University  of  Vermont 
Boston  College 
Carnegie  Mellon 
UMASS-Amherst 
UMASS- Amherst 
UMASS-Amherst 
UMASS-Amherst 
Marymount  College 
UMASS-Amherst 
Howard  University 


Patrick  Balaconis  Mass.  Maritime  Academy 
Afiesha  Balgobin  Villanova  University 

Jana  Bartoloni  UMASS-Amherst 

Max  Bastien  Florida  Inst,  of  Technology 
Jenny  Beder  University  of  Rhode  Island 
Christian  Bialka  Fordham  University 

Andrew  Binns  Year  Off 

Kiarra  Blair  Regis  College 

Robert  Blair  UMASS-Amherst 

Christina  Bocchino  Framingham  State  College 
Giovanni  Bolivar  Boston  College 

Anthony  Bonaceto  Assumption  College 

Rebecca  Bor  Barnard  College 

Austin  Brayton  Vassar  College 

Julianna  Brody-Fialkin  Oberlin  College 

Gertia  Brown  Nazareth  College 

Rory  Brown  UMASS-Amherst 

Karen  Buenaventura  UMASS-Amherst 

Katty  Buenaventura  UMASS-Amherst 

Arianne  Bunnell  Boston  University 

Bridget  Butler  UMASS-Amherst 

Letitia  Bynoe  Emmanuel  College 

Julie  Byrne  Saint  Anselm  College 

Sheryl  Byrne  UMASS-Amherst 

Jason  Cahoon  UMASS-Amherst 

Chao  Cai  Boston  University 

Lizbeth  Calderon  Boston  University 

George  Calota  Northeastern  University 

Amanda  Cannata  New  York  University 
Jennifer  Carrion  UMASS-Amherst 

YveniseCelestin  UMASS-Amherst 

Michael  Celona  Salem  State  College 

Patrick  Chace  Roger  Williams  University 
Kimberly  Chacon  Simmons  College 

Cindy  Chan  UMASS-Amherst 

Kenny  Chan  UMASS-Amherst 

Lily  Chan  Boston  University 

Matthew  Chan  Rochester  Inst,  of  Tech. 

Ray  Chandler  Undecided 

Shu  Luan  Chen  Wellesley  College 

Amy  Chou  Harvard  University 

Jason  Chou  Bentley  College 

Marie  Chow  Bentley  College 

Denney  Chu  Mass.  College  of  Pharmacy 
Tina  Chu  Boston  University 

Daniel  Ciambrone  U.S.  Marine  Corps 

Jonathan  Cobb  Northeastern  University 

Jacquelin  Coffey  Union  College  (NY) 

Alyssa  Cooke  Bridgewater  State  College 
Sirad  Corbin  Spelman  College 

Berly  Cordero  Marymount  College 

Catherine  Coughlan  U.  of  Pittsburgh 

Amanda  Creedon  Saint  Anselm  College 

Jennifer  Dalia  Boston  College 

Alison  Damaskos  Harvard  University 

Thuc  Dang  UMASS-Amherst 

Lien  Thu  Dao  Boston  University 

Viviane  Debros  U.  of  New  Hampshire 

Julie  Delprato  Simmons  College 

Kimberly  Dembro  Boston  University 

Sarah  Desir  Framingham  State  College 

Suzannah  Dinsmore  Bucknell  University 

Hang  Nancy  Do  Boston  University 

Thy  Hue  Do  Tufts  University 

Sheila  Doherty  Suffolk  University 

Kathryn  Downing  Loyola  University 

Danielle  Drummond  Spelman  College 

James  Duffy  Boston  University 

Sue  Yee  Duong  Northeastern  University 

Kimberly  Dupiton  Boston  University 

Joan  Duran  Wentworth  Inst,  of  Tech. 

Lindsey  Emerson  UMASS-Amherst 

Elizabeth  Erlandson  UMASS-Boston 

Rogette  Esteve  U.  of  Pennsylvania 

Roselys  Esteve  U.  of  Notre  Dame 

Niora  Fabian  Boston  University 

Meghan  Faherty  Simmons  College 

Vanessa  Farias  Marymount  College 

Qi  Feng  MIT 


Chelsea  Fernandez  University  of  Vermont 
John  Ferris  UMASS-Amherst 

Adam  Finelli  New  York  University 

Valerie  Firmin  UMASS-Amherst 

Coleman  Flaherty  Boston  College 

Erin  Fleming  University  of  Rhode  Island 

Tasheka  Folkes  University  of  Tampa 

Iolanda  Fontes  Lasell  College 

Megan  Fountain  Yale  University 

Daphne  Francois  Wellesley  College 

Ben  Freiberg  Boston  University 

Jennifer  French  Dartmouth  College 

Leland  Fuller  Southern  New  Hampshire  U. 
Natalia  Gaibor  Emmanuel  College 

Leighanne  Gallington  MIT 

Michael  Galvin  Boston  College 

Joshua  Gans  Utica  College  of  Syracuse  U. 
Gregory  Garner  Plymouth  State  College 

Erin  George  Bryn  Mawr  College 

Nathan  Gerratt  Oberlin  College 

Leigh  Gilmore  Assumption  College 

Jessica  Glaze  Boston  University 

Marlene  Goncalves  Simmons  College 

Alexander  Gordon  UMASS-Amherst 

Jennifer  Grandfield  New  York  University 
Shaynel  Griffith  American  Acad,  of  Dramatic  Arts 
Wismel  Guerrero  Wentworth  Inst,  of  Tech. 
Jennifer  Guinto  Wellesley  College 

Heather  Hansen  Assumption  College 

Alexandra  Hanson  McGill  University 

Jeremy  Hardy  UMASS-Amherst 

Laura  Hauck  Boston  College 

Roney  Hawat  Northeastern  University 

Lu  Mei  He  Bryn  Mawr  College 

Loren  Heywood  Saint  Joseph’s  U. 

Emily  Hicks  UMASS-Amherst 

Dany  Hilaire  Duquesne  University 

Yongda  Harris  Northeastern  University 

Janice  Hill  Mass.  College  of  Liberal  Arts 
Adrienne  Ho  Boston  University 

Celia  Ho  Lawrence  University 

Diana  Hoang  University  of  South  Florida 
Huy  Hoang  Undecided 

Richard  Hoang  Bowdoin  College 

Matthew  Hood  Undecided 

Stephanie  Hornsby  U.  of  South  Florida 

Kate  Howard  Undecided 

Marcus  Hughes  Northeastern  University 

Joanna  Humphrey  Muhlenberg  College 

Patricia  Imahiyerobo  Emory  University 

Lisa  Ioanilli  Wellesley  College 

Cavay  Ip  UMASS-Amherst 

Katharine  Jalbert  Wheaton  College 

Elizabeth  Johnson  Oberlin  College 

Samantha  Johnson  University  of  Toronto 

Max  Joseph  Berklee  College  of  Music 

Onyema  Kamalu  Morgan  State  U. 

Elizabeth  Kaminga  UMASS-Boston 

Steven  Kasper  Assumption  College 

Mary  Kayyal  Boston  College 

Lisa  Kenyon  University  of  Pennsylvania 

Tarik  Kiflom  Bentley  College 

Nakesha  King  Johns  Hopkins  University 
Amelia  Kirnon  Winston-Salem  State  U. 
Chrisovalant  Kostopoulos  Undecided 

Nathaniel  Koven  Hiram  College 

Theodore  Kuttner  Tulane  University 

Barbara  Kwan  New  York  University 

Mimi  Lai  Wellesley  College 

Benjamin  Lam  UMASS-Amherst 

Jessica  Lambert  Hobart  and  William  Smith  College 
Tru  Lang  UMASS-Amherst 

Sarah  Larson  Fordham  University 

Phison  Le  Tufts  University 

Soramy  Le  Brandeis  University 

Jacques  Ledbetter  American  University 

Anita  Lee  Wellesley  College 

Christina  Lee  UMASS-Amherst 

Deborah  Lee  Bentley  College 

Diane  Lee  Wellesley  College 

Wendy  Lee  U.  of  Michigan- Ann  Arbor 

Adrian  Leung  Boston  University 

Elaine  Leung  Boston  University 

Shellie-Anne  Levy  Emory  University 

Koriana  Lewis  Berklee  College  of  Music 
Larissa  Lewis  Framingham  State  U. 

Jessica  Li  Bentley  College 

Sui  Li  Harvard  University 

Yu  Chan  Li  Wellesley  College 


Wellesley  College 
Boston  University 
Vassar  College 
UMASS-Amherst 
Undecided 
St.  Michael’s  College 


Heidi  Lo 
Richard  Lok 
Amanda  Loring 
Valerie  Louis 
Robert  Lourenco 
Neil  Mahoney 
Taryn  Mahoney  UMASS-Amherst 

Timothy  Mahoney  Assumption  College 

Brendan  Malone  Harvard  University 

Christopher  Maloney  Assumption  College 

Kevin  Maloof  Assumption  College 

Diana  Man  UMASS-Amherst 

Yarimar  Marquez  Lasell  College 

Nicholas  Marsceill  Bridgewater  State  College 
Amanda  Martin  Harvard  University 

Emily  Marzan  UMASS-Boston 

Shanna  Masdea  UMASS-Boston 

Jillian  Masmela  Bridgewater  State  College 
James  Mathieu  Undecided 

Michael  McCarthy  Tilton  School 

Elizabeth  McDonnell  Boston  College 

Genevieve  McDonough  Bridgewater  State  College 
Kathleen  Meagher  Boston  College 

Yohanna  Mendez  Salem  State  College 

Eric  Memer  Fairfield  University 

Louis  Merosne  Franciscan  University 

Krista  Messina  Assumption  College 

Michelle  Metallidis  Harvard  University 
Joshua  Michel  UMASS-Amherst 

Gissel  Morales  Worcester  Poly  Tech. 

Patrick  Moran  Assumption  College 

Nelson  Mui  Bentley  College 

Brian  Muldoon  Undecided 

Shelagh  Murphy  Arizona  State  University 

Catherine  Naber  Bowdoin  College 

Jesse  Naimark-Rowse  Year  Off 

Nnenna  Ndujife  Cedar  Crest  College 

Amara  Neng  Yale  University 

Anna  Ng  Babson  College 

Kitwa  Ng  Boston  College 

Sin  Lei  Ng  Georgetown  University 

Jennifer  Nguyen  Boston  College 

Loan  Nguyen  UMASS-Amherst 

Dan  Thanh  Nguyen  Harvard  University 
My  Le  Nguyen  Framingham  State  College 
Nhung  Nguyen  Boston  University 

Quang  Nguyen  Northeastern  University 
Burgess  Nichols  Navy  Prep 

Ernald  Nicolas  UMASS-Amherst 

Kathryn  O’Brien  University  of  Delaware 

Orla  O’Brien  Saint  Michael’s  College 

Elizabeth  O’Connell  Loyola  Marymount  U. 
Meghan  O’Connor  UMASS-Amherst 

Caroline  O’Donnell  Boston  University 
Chiamaka  Ojimba  Howard  University 
Feyisara  Olotu  Boston  College 

Jennifer  Olson  Assumption  College 

Thomas  O'Malley  St.  Edward’s  University 
David  O’Rourke  UMASS-Dartmouth 

Jennifer  Orthman  Boston  College 

Allison  Panganiban  Mass.  College  of  Pharmacy 
Kate  Pappas  U.  of  New  Hampshire 

Lauren  Parisi  Harvard  University 

Nydjie  Payas  Boston  College 

Gisvel  Pena  Undecided 

Gabriela  Perez-Hobrecker  Rice  University 
Michael  Perkins  UMASS-Amherst 

Phuong  Phan  UMASS-Amherst 

Yvette  Philip  Pace  University 

Tiffany  Phillips  UMASS-Amherst 

Adam  Pieniazek  U.  of  Southern  California 

Caroline  Pierce  New  York  University 

Nicholas  Pierce  Year  Off 

Katuscia  Pierre-Charles  UMASS-Amherst 
Laura  Pilitsis  New  York  University 

Carla  Poles  Northeastern  University 

Jessica  Porter  Temple  University 

Leonid  Rakita  Northeastern  University 
Judith  Ramel  UMASS-Amherst 

Matthew  Regal  Elmira  College 

Sian  Pierre  Regis  Colgate  University 

Erin  Reynolds  Boston  University 

Emily  Robbins  Northeastern  University 
Christina  Rodriguez  Westfield  State  College 
Nina  Roma-Agvanian  Wesleyan  College 
Thrisha  Rose  Northeastern  University 
Alana  Ross  UMASS-Amherst 

Megan  Rounseville  Denison  University 
Lucy  Rugo  Emory  University 


Kara  Ryan 
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Fairfield  University 
Northeastern  University 
Salem  State  University 
UMASS-Amherst 


Richard  Scaramozza  Northeastern  U. 

John  Schneider  UMASS-Amherst 

Simone  Scott  College  of  New  Rochelle 
Madeline  Sedovic  Smith  College 

Linda  See  Bryant  College 

April  Sheehan  Framingham  State  U. 

Sara  Shiggs-Quiroga  Syracuse  University 
Yevgeniy  Shmukler  Brandeis  University 
Kenneth  Sicairos  UMASS-Boston 

Stephanie  Simpson-White  Tufts  University 
Spencer  Sleeper  Northeastern  University 
Alana  Small  Bridgewater  State  College 
Jonathan  Smalls  Undecided 

Aimee  Smith  UMASS-Boston 

Jie  Song  Harvard  University 

Adeola  Staveley  UMASS-Lowell 

Joseph  Stephen  Rhode  Island  College 

Kimberly  Strike  Northeastern  University 
Cathleen  Sullivan  Harvard  University 

Paul  Sung  UMASS-Boston 

Brandon  Swanson  Northfield  Mount  Herman 
Kimberly  Szeto  Wheaton  College 

Nicole  Tabolt  University  of  Pennsylvania 
Siu  Lun  Tam  Northeastern  University 

Andrea  Tassinari  Boston  University 

Cacilda  Teixeira  SFS  at  Georgetown  U. 
Sparklle  Thames  Lasell  College 

Pierre  Thelusma  Boston  College 

Mytsie  Thevenin  Mass.  College  of  Pharmacy 
Joseph  Tice  UMASS-Lowell 

Joanna  Tieu  UMASS-Amherst 

Vanessa  Tiradentes  Harvard  University 
Corinne  Tobias  Carnegie  Mellon  U. 

Amy  Toledo  United  States  Army 

Alia  Toran-Burrell  Harvard  University 

Gregory  Toro  Berklee  College  of  Music 
Mark  Tramontozzi  Wentworth  Inst,  of  Tech. 
Annette  Tran  University  of  Pennsylvania 
Hao  Tran  Tufts  University 

Khanh  Minh  Tran  UMASS-Amherst 

Phu  Tran  Mass.  College  of  Pharmacy 

Trang  Tran  Bates  College 

Natalie  Truong  Wellesley  College 

Diana  Tutko  Bridgewater  State  College 
Renata  Tutko  UMASS-Boston 

Christopher  Urnek  Northeastern  U. 

Eileen  Velasquez  UMASS-Boston 

Letisha  Vinson  Bridgewater  State  College 
Peter  Virchick  University  of  Vermont 

Thao  Vo  Year  Off 

Julie  Walsh  Saint  Anselm  College 


Boston  University 
University  of  Rochester 
Boston  University 
Columbia  University 
Fordham  University 
UMASS-Amherst 


Philip  Wang 
Joel  Webb 
Rachel  Wein 
Zoe  Weinstein 
Denise  Whall 
Michelle  Whitaker 
Christopher  Whitmore  Xavier  University 

Anna  Wilk  Bryn  Mawr  College 

Corina  Wilshire  Boston  College 

Katelyn  Winning  Eugene  Lang  College 

Amanda  Wong  Wellesley  College 

Amy  Wong  Wellesley  College 

Deanna  Wong  Boston  University 

Dick  Lun  Wong  UMASS-Amherst 

Lily  Wong  Wellesley  College 

Lindsey  Wong  Tufts  University 

Sze  Nga  Wong  Lesley  College 

Shauna  Worrell-Waldron  Boston  College 
Yu  Yan  Xu  Boston  University 

Hsai  Won  Yao  Worcester  Poly  Tech. 

Alhambra  Yee  Boston  University 

Katarina  Yee  Syracuse  University 

Vincent  Yee  Northeastern  University 

Joyce  Yip  Harvard  University 

Bonnie  Yu  Harvard  University 

Kim  Yu  Saint  John’s  University 

Mark  Yuen  Boston  College 

Alexandra  Zaltman  Colgate  University 

Feng  Zhao  University  of  Pennsylvania 
Kanli  Zhu  Georgetown  University 

Congratulations,  Class  of  2002! 

Rock  on! 
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Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


bENjgyygJTON 


President 


Well,  this  is  it,  my  sign 
off  to  the  Class  of 2002,  and  I’d 
like  to  inspire  you  and  help  you 
on  your  way  with  a  few  words 
of  encouragement  and  advice 
from  various  ingenious  minds 
and  me.  A-hem: 

“Seize  the  day,  carpe 
diem  and  all  that;  live  your  life 
to  the  fullest;  your  life  is  full 
of  potential;  life  is  beautiful; 
life  should  never  be  counted  by 
days  but  by  moments;  life  is 
like  a  box  of  chocolates,  you 
never  know  what  your  gonna 
get,  unless  it’s  coconut,  then  put 
it  back;  life  is  blah,  blah,  blah; 
generic  happy  quote;  generic 
love  quote;  never  use  pay  toi¬ 
lets,  the  French  should  never  be 
trusted,  Kevin  Maloof  is  God; 
the  road  to  truth  is  long,  and 
lined  the  entire  way  with  an¬ 
noying  bastards;  knowledge 
speaks  but  wisdom  listens;  hap¬ 
piness  makes  up  in  height  for 


what  it  lacks  in  length;  it’s  no 
wonder  that  truth  is  stranger 
than  fiction,  fiction  has  to  make 
sense;  reality  is  merely  an  illu¬ 
sion,  albeit  a  very  persistent 
one;  weaseling  out  of  things  is 


Weaseling  out  of 

THINGS  IS  IMPORTANT 

to  learn.  It's  WHAT 

SEPARATES  US  FROM 
THE  ANIMALS 


important  to  learn,  it’s  what 
separates  us  from  the  animals 
...  except  the  weasel;  red  meat 
is  not  bad  for  you,  now  blue- 
green  meat,  that’s  bad  for  you; 
in  a  fight  between  you  and  the 
world,  back  the  world;  1  know 
nothing  except  the  fact  of  my 
ignorance;  the  great  Zen  phi¬ 


losopher  Basho  once  wrote,  ‘A 
flute  with  no  holes  is  not  a  flute, 
and  a  donut  without  a  hole  is  a 
Danish,’  he  was  a  funny  guy, 
that  Basho;  and  finally,  the  ink 
of  scholars  is  more  sacred  than 
the  blood  of  martyrs.” 

I  only  hope  that  at  least 
one  of  these  quotes  will  help 
you  on  your  road  to  success  in 
life.  The  class  of  2002  was  a 
unique  and  special  class, 
mainly  because  we  weren’t 
anything  like  the  class  of2001. 
I'd  like  to  tell  you  all  that  you 
are  the  future  of  our  nation,  full 
of  potential  and  intelligence, 
and  have  a  great  responsibility 
ahead  of  you,  but  you  already 
know  that.  Really,  I’m  at  a  loss 
for  words.  So  in  order  to  write 
that  brilliant,  inspiring,  final 
paragraph  that  will  leave  you  in 
awe  at  my  utter  genius,  I  will 
be  so  brief  that  I  have  already 
finished. 


Vice  President 


Michelle  Metallidis 


Michelle  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year:  “Ah  yeah,  VP  is 
gonna  be  sweet!”  Michelle  at 
the  end  of  the  year:  “Dear,  dear, 
sweet  God,  why,  oh  why,  dear 
God.”  Michelle  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  year:  “I  think  we 
should  really  focus  on  the  com¬ 
munity  aspect  of  the  school.” 
Michelle  at  the  end  of  the  year 
:  “Did  you  just  see  that?  That 
little  snot  just  sucker  punched 
me  with  his  bag!  Right  in  the 
gut!  Oh,  if  I  had  a  sack  of  nails 
and  a  club.”  Michelle  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  year:  “Yeah, 
please,  you  know  they’ll  give 
us  a  lounge  like  that."  Michelle 
at  the  end  of  the  year: 
“WhattdayouMEAN  it's  start¬ 
ing  after  April  vacation?  We  get 
out  in  MAY!”  Michelle  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year:  “For  thou 
in  debt,  um,  Kate,  that’s  not  that 
big  of  a  deal.”  Michelle  at  the 


end  of  the  year:  “What? 
WHAT?  Who  lost  their  account 
sheets?  How  will  we  balance 
the  leftover  money? 
WhattdayouMEAN  there’s  no 
leftover  money?”  Michelle  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year: 
“Yeah,  you  know  last  year’s 
class  did  squat,  we’re  so  golden 
right  now  it’s  funny”.  Michelle 
at  the  end  of  the  year:  “How 
did  we  not  get  anything  more 
than  last  year’s  class?  We’re  so 
screwed  right  now  it’s  not  even 
funny.” 

And  so  on  and  so  forth  go 
the  contrasting  ruminations  in¬ 
side  my  head.  I  would  invite 
anyone  into  my  life  in  a  heart¬ 
beat  to  experience  the  insanity 
of  Senior  Government.  Com¬ 
munication  is  shot,  corrections 
become  mistakes,  all  the  num¬ 
bers  get  dumped  into  one  pile 
and  there  have  been  far  too 


many  days  of  Kate  doing  her 
Nervous  Dance.  To  sum  it  up: 
It  was  a  hard  year.  I’m  proud 
of  the  things  we  accomplished, 
still  hurting  about  those  we 
didn’t.  I  leave  by  saying  I 
couldn’t  have  worked  with  a 
more  dedicated,  persevering, 
and  ‘on’  crew.  I  don’t  know 
what  that  something  was,  but 
we  just  had  it,  were  able  to  bal¬ 
ance  and  check  each  other  to 
ward  off  the  insanity.  Thanks 
to  the  officers  who  showed  me 
what  leadership  really  is,  to  the 
administration  for  treating  our 
class  with  respect,  and  most  of 
all  to  you,  the  students,  who 
drove  us  daily  in  our  duties.  I 
was  honored  to  serve  you,  sorry 
to  leave,  confident  that  we  will 
go  forth  with  that  distinct  mark 
of  excellence. 


Secretary  Valerie  Louis 


I  can  hardly  believe 
that  after  six  long  years  of  being 
with  my  fellow  seniors,  it  is 
time  for  us  to  part  ways. 
Throughout  the  years,  we  have 
grown  (well,  some  of  us  at  least) 
from  short  little  sixies  to  mature 
seniors.  We  have  experienced 
many  different  events  in  our 
senior  year  here,  such  as  the 
tragedy  on  September  11,  the 
exciting  visit  by  President 
George  Bush,  and  the 
exhilarating  student/faculty 
basketball  game.  As  a  class  we 
were  able  to  hold  two  pep 


rallies,  have  a  high  school 
dance,  and  most  importantly 
regain  the  privilege  of  having  a 
senior  academic  center. 

In  all  of  the  six  years 
that  we  have  been  together,  we 
have  grown  into  a  great  big 
“happy”  family.  Like  in  any 
other  family,  there  are  the  crazy 
outgoing  members,  Nina  and 
Tommy,  and  there  are  the  shy 
and  quiet  members,  Adrienne 
and  Jonathon.  All  in  all,  we 
have  learned  to  cope  with  each 
other  and  to  like  each  other.  In 
truth,  now  that  it  is  my  turn  to 


leave  BLS,  I  know  for  a  fact 
that  I  will  miss  it  here.  I  will 
especially  miss  the  members  of 
the  faculty  and  administration 
whom  I  have  befriended.  I 
would  like  to  give  special 
thanks  to  Mr  Flynn,  Mr. 
Haberstroh,  Ms.  Meany,  Ms. 
Russell,  and  especially  Ms. 
Kelley,  for  putting  up  with  us, 
the  class  officers,  and  for 
helping  us  throughout  the  year. 

Now,  I  want  to  holla 
at  my  Haitian  people  and  my 
party  people,  who  I  know  I  will 
be  seeing  at  a  hot  reggae  party 


on  a  Saturday  night!  I  must  give 
props  to  my  homeroom,  1 1 9,  to 
my  crew  from  Ms. 
Palmer’sllth  grade  English 
class,  and  to  Ms.  Zitney’s 
Calculus  class.  I  can’t  forget  my 
Hyde  Park,  Roslindale, 
Dorchester,  Roxbury,  Westie, 
and  Southie  kids,  I  got  madd 
love  for  all  of  you.  To  my 
junior,  sophomore,  and 
freshman  friends,  good  luck  to 
you  in  the  years  ahead.  I  can  not 
forget  the  Class  Committee, 
Duffy  and  Michelle,  I  want  to 
thank  you  all  for  making  great 


executive  decisions  and  for 
making  me  laugh  when  I 
needed  to.  And  last  but  not 
least,  to  Kate,  aka  The  Jalbs,  my 
counterpart,  thanks  for  putting 
up  with  me  for  a  year;  without 
you,  I  would  have  been  lost. 
Now,  to  all  the  seniors,  its  been 
fun,  its  been  real,  and  it  is  time 
to  say  farewell  and  to  move 
onto  bigger  and  better  things.  I 
wish  everyone  the  best  of  luck 
in  life.  I  got  much  love  for  all 
of  you  and  I  can’t  wait  to  see 
you  all  at  the  reunion! 


Treasurer  Kate  Jalbert 


Well,  I’ve  been  star¬ 
ing  at  my  computer  screen  for 
almost  15  minutes  trying  to 
think  of  something  to  write 
about,  and  trying  to  formulate 
it  so  that  it  doesn’t  sound  like  a 
prose  rendition  of  “We  are  the 
world,  we  are  the  children.” 
Anyway,  I  guess  I’ll  start  out  by 
saying  that  this  year  certainly 
has  been  an  eventful  year;  we 
all  began  our  senior  year  w  ith 
the  tragedies  of  September  1 1 , 
which  set  the  precedent  for  the 
rest  of  the  world  events  for  the 
year.  President  George  W.  Bush 
\  isited  Boston  Latin  School, 
which  (putting  all  political 
opinions  aside)  was  exciting 
and  buzz-worthy.  We  all  had  the 


pleasure  of  experiencing  the 
college  process,  during  which 
many  of  us  spent  sleepless 
nights  filled  with  lots  of  coffee, 
finishing  the  "last”  supplemen¬ 
tary  essay  the  day  before  the 
application  deadline.  We  all  still 
don’t  know  where  those  Ex¬ 
pected  Family  Contributions 
come  from.  We  all  have  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  saying  that  we  com¬ 
pleted  a  2.000-word  research 
paper.  And  last  but  not  least,  we 
all  can  officially  get  t-shirts  that 
say,  “I  survived  Boston  Latin 
School.” 

Being  the  Senior 
Class  Treasurer  this  year  has 
definitely  been  a  trip.  I  think  1 
can  say  for  sure  that  I  never 


want  to  see  another  account 
sheet  for  a  good  10  years.  But 
despite  the  long  meetings  after 
school,  the  money  I  had  to  col¬ 
lect  from  our  class,  and  the  un¬ 
accountable  times  I  have 
jogged  around  the  building 
looking  for  someone,  I  would 
never  take  back  being  treasurer, 
as  1  got  the  chance  to  represent 
an  amazing,  dynamic,  unique, 
and  intelligent  group  of  people 
that  never  ceased  to  amaze  me. 
1  am  certain  that  our  class  has 
set  a  high  standard  for  other 
classes  to  come,  and  that  we  all 
w  ill  go  on  to  bigger  and  better 
things. 

As  if  I  haven’t  be¬ 
come  sappy  enough  already, 


now  is  the  time  to  thank  those 
who  made  everything  possible 
this  year.  First,  I  don’t  even 
know  how  to  express  my  grati¬ 
tude  to  the  other  class  officers. 
Let’s  just  say  that  without 
Valerie  Louis,  nothing  would 
have  gotten  accomplished  this 
year.  Valerie  and  I  were  like  a 
life-support  system  for  each 
other — always  there  to  clean  up 
each  other’s  messes,  helping 
the  other  back  onto  her  feet  and 
to  keep  focus.  Now  for  the  VP 
and  Prez  running  team:  With¬ 
out  their  madd  negotiating 
skills  and  Michelle’s  fabulous 
artistic  abilities,  we  would  have 
never  gotten  the  Senior  Aca¬ 
demic  Center,  two  Thanksgiv¬ 


ing  Day  rallies,  the  May  23 
early  release,  or  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  Michelle’s  creative 
Spring  Fling  Dance  signs,  em¬ 
blazoned  with  messages  as 
“Patrick  Swazye,  you  can  dirty 
dance  with  me  all  night  long  at 
the  Spring  F!ing.”Thanks  to  the 
administration  and  Mr.  Keitt  for 
putting  up  with  our  numerous 
proposals  and  granting  all  of 
them  to  us.  Lastly,  as  we  now 
exit  our  Boston  Latin  School 
careers,  I  would  like  to  say 
thank  you  to  our  entire  class  for 
making  this  such  a  productive 
and  positive  year. 


<» 


June  2002 
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ENgmggiON 


Valedictorian’s  Farewell 


MEGAN  FOUNTAIN  (RIGHT)  WITH  LIZ  JOHNSON 


Bv  Megan  Fountain,  I 

Valedictorian  2002 

If  there  is  one  thing 
that  I  wish  you  would  all 
take  with  you  as  you  leave 
the  Boston  Latin  School,  it 
is  this:  Relax.  We’ve  been 
running  around  like 
headless  chickens  for  six 
years,  filling  our  schedules 
with  sports,  afterschool 
activities,  jobs.  We’ve  been 
doing  homework  and 
projects  and  research 
papers.  The  Boston  Latin 
School  has  taught  us  how  to 
meet  deadlines  (well,  some 
of  us)  and  how  to  produce 
work  that  meets  the  given 
criteria.  Latin  School  has 
turned  us  into  well¬ 
functioning  students  who 
will  succeed  at  many 
colleges  and  in  many  walks 
of  life.  Ms.  Kelley  has  told 


us  to  dress  for  the  business 
of  education  and  to  look  to 
our  left  and  right  and  make 
sure  that  all  of  us  graduate 
in  June.  But  has  Ms.  Kelley 
ever  said,  “Chill  out”? 

Well,  I’m  saying  it 
now:  Chill  out.  Take  a  few 
deep  breaths  and  relax  the 
tension  in  your  shoulders. 
You’re  done  with  high 
school  now.  That’s  quite  an 
accomplishment  -  one 
worthy  of  chill  time. 

For  most  of  us,  the 
grind  will  start  all  over  again 
in  the  fall,  this  time  in  a  new 
place,  with  new  rules  and 
parameters  to  learn.  There 
will  be  homework  and 
research  papers,  sports  and 
activities.  The  colleges  we 
go  to  may  be  nothing  like 
Boston  Latin,  but  we  will 
bring  our  drive  and 


dedication  to  these  places, 
filling  up  all  of  our  spare 
time  with  activities  that 
matter  to  us.  For  others  of 
us,  the  fall  will  be  a  time  for 
working,  travelling,  defer¬ 
ring  from  college.  But  even 
those  of  us  who  do  not  enter 
college  this  fall  will  have 
busy  schedules.  We  will  still 
be  haunted  by  the  Boston 
Latin  drive  -  the  desire  to  do 
as  much  as  possible  in  our 
precious  time.  However, 
while  you  are  running 
around  (in  a  state  very 
reminiscent  of  your  BLS 
headless  chicken  days)  take 
a  minute  to  remember  this 
corny  address.  Recall  to 
yourself  these  wise  words 
from  Wayne  Campbell: 
“PartyTIME — excellENT!” 
-  and  then  take  a  bubble 
bath. 


Salutatorian’s  Farewell 


By  Thanh  Nguyen,  I 

Salutatorian  2002 


I  used  to  boast  that 
I  was  blessed  with  simplicity 
and  elated  by  the  little 
gifts  in  life,  content  and 
satisfied  as  long  as  the 
world  goes  round.  That 
was  before  I  came  to 
Boston  Latin. 

Knowing  full  well  that 
ignorance  is  bliss,  at 
some  unnoticed  point 
during  the  past  six 
years,  I  had 
unconsciously 
sacrificed  this  bliss  for 
what  I  have  gained 
here. 

It  is  at  Latin 
that  I  have  met  some  of 
the  most  amazing 
people,  particularly 
within  the  class  of 
2002.  Perhaps  some  of 
you  will  never  realize  the 
impact  you  had  on  me,  but 
who  I  am  and  who  I  will  be 
have  been  dramatically 
marked  by  you.  A  special 
thanks  to  Nicole  and  Wajiha, 
who  taught  me  that  to  be 
content  for  myself  is  not 
nearly  enough,  and  who 
encouraged  me  to  work 
toward  change  so  that  others 
around  the  world  could  be  as 
fortunate  as  I  am  in  the  many 
opportunities  I  have  been 


granted. 

Without  all  your 
bold  voices,  class  of  2002, 
I  would  not  be  familiar  with 
all  the  controversial  issues 
of  the  world,  nor  be  armed 


with  a  myriad  of 
perspectives,  nor  be 
provided  with  toilet  paper 
in  the  bathrooms.  I  know 
that  our  paths  will  cross 
again.  If  it  is  not  because  of 
enduring  friendship,  then  it 
would  be  by  our  mutual 
motivation  to  make  a 
difference.  Twenty  years 
from  now,  if  I  chance  upon 
Nicole’s  poetry  book, 
Alex’s  clothing  line, 
Adrian’s  computer 
company,  Qi’s  zillion- 


dollar  monopoly,  an  article 
about  Alison,  the  world- 
renowned  diplomat,  or  about 
Wajiha  being  elected  as 
Prime  Minister  of  Pakistan, 
I  would  not  be  one  bit 
surprised.  Even  though 
I  cannot  pack  some  of 
you  up  and  bring  you  to 
college  with  me,  I  will 
settle  with  taking  along 
the  examples  and 
standards  you  have  set 
for  me. 

Last  but  not  least, 
I’d  like  to  thank  my 
teachers  for  all  the  time 
and  effort  they  have 
always  willingly  given 
to  me  and  my  family 
for  its  support, 
especially  for  putting 
up  with  my  crankiness 
while  1  was  cramming 
for  exams.  Bo,  Me,  Chi 
Trang,  Anh  Long,  I 
love  you  guys  to  death. 

Perhaps  I  seem  to 
say  too  many  “thank  yous, 
but  out  of  all  my  feelings  of 
relief,  burden,  joy,  sadness, 
apprehension,  excitement, 
that  have  been  compacted  in 
Tiny  Thanh,  one  that 
dominates  is  utmost 
gratefulness.  So  again,  thank 
you,  and  good  luck, 
wherever  you  may  find 
yourselves. 


Most  Important  Thing  Learned 

Don’t  criticize  what  you  have;  when  it’s  gone,  you’ll  wish  you  still  had  it. 

How  to  deal  with  stress.  •  Um,  honesty  doesn’t  pay  off. 

Make  someone  smile — everything  is  more  pleasant. 

The  BLS  in  the  auditorium  looks  like  “BJs.” 

Students  aren't  taken  seriously  and  are  treated  like  academic  machines. 

How  to  creatively  speak  my  mind  (didn’t  help  my  grades).  •  Conviction  in  my  beliefs. 

People  underappreciate  class  officers  and  Class  Committee. 

Your  success  is  in  your  hands  (with  the  exception  of  a  few  cruel  people). 

BE  YOURSELF!  DON’T  WEAR  A  MASK!  •  Paraphrasing  the  Internet  is  not  plagiarizing. 
Never  question  what  Kathy  does.  •  How  to  break  into  secured  computer  networks 
Don’t  put  off  ‘til  tomorrow  what  you  can  do  at  1  a.m.vllow  to  BS  and  get  an  A+. 

BSing  is  the  single  most  important  skill  ever.  •  Dress  in  layers. 

How  to  get  things  done  and  keep  my  sanity.*. I’ve  learned  to  be  completely  apathetic. 

How  to  get  away  with  things  by  doing  the  least  amount  of  work. 

How  to  take  things  one  day  at  a  time.  •  Not  everyone  is  who  he  appears  to  be. 
Procrastination  is  the  way  to  be.  •  How  to  beat  the  system. 

How  to  get  through  BLS  with  the  littlest  work  possible. 

Be  yourself.  . . .  Don’t  try  to  please  others  by  being  fake. 

You’ll  lose  more  friends  than  you’ll  gain  by  senior  year. 

How  to  pull  an  all-nighter  and  get  three  papers  and  a  science  project  done  in  less  than  24  hours. 
More  people  prefer  the  Ping  Pong  paddle  over  the  Wiffle  bat. 

Life  is  what  you  make  of  it.  •  Save  yourself  because  no  one  else  will. 

How  to  deal  diplomatically  with  everyone  even  if  you  despise  them. 

Pain  comes  with  glory.  •  If  at  first  you  don’t  succeed,  give  up;  it’s  probably  not  worth  it  anyway. 
How  to  get  by  with  doing  the  least  amount  of  work  possible. 

"Anna  virumque  cano./Troiae  qui primus  ab  oris.. .”  and  knowing  exactly  how  to  say  it! 

The  value  of  a  friend.  •  People  aren’t  nice. 

Developing  a  sharp  wit  and  inner  peace  are  more  important  than  sleep.  . . .  (passes  out) 

How  to  find  loopholes  in  the  system.  •  How  to  procrastinate  in  perpetuity. 

Watch  out  for  yourselves  because  no  one  is  going  to  watch  out  for  you. 

How  to  get  more  things  done  than  there  is  time  for.  •  Different  exits. 

The  administration  is  in  denial.  •  The  meaning  of  life. 

How  to  write  a  paper  without  actually  saying  anything 
Many  times  you  have  to  teach  yourself  because  the  teacher  won’t:  a  very  good  lesson  to  learn  early. 
Integrity.  •  Grades  don’t  count  that  much! 

The  smart  people — people  who  will  later  rule  the  world — are  all  psychotic. 

How  to  write  papers  on  books  1  didn’t  read.  •  There  is  always  someone  better. 

Question  authority.  •  Learn  for  yourself. 

Just  sit,  be  quiet  and  look  pretty.  People  will  think  you’re  smart. 

That  not  standing  up  for  your  rights  makes  the  teacher  like  you  and  gets  you  better  grades. 

How  to  focus  on  the  details.*  Grades  aren’t  everything.  They  don’t  measure  intelligence  or  aptitude. 
AP  Physics  is  hell  if  you  don’t  take  Calculus!  •  That  it’s  not  good  to  focus  on  the  details  too  much. 
That  one  must  kill  and  cheat  to  succeed.  •  How  to  shine  shoes. 

How  to  build  a  fire  out  of  books.  •  You  get  more  results  doing  things  yourself. 

Even  though  it  may  appear  that  you’re  not  respected,  don’t  yell  back.  Just  accept  it. 

What  you  wear  to  school  and  whether  you’re  late  is  more  important  than  what  you  learn. 

A  little  Hennessey  makes  the  day  a  bit  more  bearable. 

You’ve  got  to  be  vocal  and  proactive  about  what  you  want  or  need. 

No  matter  what  face  they  show  you  on  the  outside,  they  are  ALWAYS  hiding  something 
Everyone  is  false  to  each  other.  .*  Look  both  ways  before  crossing  the  street. 

Having  actual  relationships  with  the  teachers/administration  makes  life  more  pleasant. 

How  to  tell  the  difference  between  cockroach  species.  ...  I’ve  been  here  too  long. 

That  GPA  has  little  to  do  with  someone’s  intelligence.  •  Not  to  judge  people  based  on  first  impressions. 
How  to  be  more  aggressive,  especially  in  the  hallways. 

How  to  do  a  10-page  paper  in  one  night.*  How  to  sleep  with  eyes  open. 

How  to  get  As  without  doing  homework.  •  How  to  process  the  bitterness. 

Crush,  kill,  destroy.*  Toughen  up.  •  Keep  bathroom  clean.*  Be  strong. 

Back  stairwells  are  never  watched  (*wink  wink*),  if  you  know  what  I  mean. 

Importance  of  education  and  friendships.*  Time  management. 

(chant)  BLS  is  great.  BLS  is  my  friend.  BLS  is  wonderful!  Yeah.  BLS  is  great. 

Liberal  arts  classes  require  intuition  but  no  learning. 

How  to  defeat  the  man  and  his  evil  deeds. 


One  Thing  I’d  Change  About  BLS 

the  fact  that  the  administration  treats  us  like  children  •  student  body  size 
the  schedule.  I’d  add  more  fun  electives  and  not  make  everything  so  back-breakingly  difficult, 
the  attitude  of  the  administration  •  its  slightly  anal — retentive  quality 
They  need  to  make  sure  that  kids  understand  that  they’re  all  smart 
less  homework;  more  down  time  •  More  studies,  longer  lunch 
the  “BLACK  BOX”  •  Just  one?  •  Studies  should  be  a  student’s  free  time.  It  shouldn’t  be  so  strict, 
the  administration  •  Give  seniors  privileges.  Make  it  student-friendly. 

Some  rules  are  too  strict,  more  programs  in  school  •  school  to  start  later  ...  like  noon,  maybe? 
go  back  to  8-day  rotation  •  headmaster  •  Give  us  less  Latin  and  more  varied  electives 
Everyone  in  one  class  would  know  each  other  somehow  •  the  stressful  and  competitive  atmosphere 
the  social  repressiveness,  especially  towards  of  the  opposite  sex 
The  lack  of  healthy,  good  relationships  between  students  and  faculty.  Get  smaller  classes. 

We  need  to  clone  Mr.  Montague  •  A  way  to  look  at  teachers  better,  and  try  to  even  out  the  work  load. 
The  fourth  floor  swimming  pool  if  it  still  exists  •  We’d  have  more  independence 
the  right  to  be  a  person  •  I  would  change  the  cold  heartedness  of  the  majority  of  the  teachers 
I’m  too  overwhelmed  by  this  question  to  give  one  answer 
an  administration  with  a  vision  for  the  future  and  a  respect  for  and  appreciation  of  their  students 
early  morning  detention  •  teachers  •  air  conditioned  rooms  •  Wendy’s  in  the  cafeteria 
the  schedule.  Go  back  to  8  day  rotation.  •  nothing!!!  I  love  it  just  the  way  it  is!! 

I’d  try  to  make  more  teachers  care  about  teaching  •  The  absurd  “no-hugging”  mandate 
Less  work  more  thinking  •  the  queen  •  The  dirtiness,  and  lack  of  soap 
more  money  for  the  drama  club,  and  maybe  get  them  an  actual  real  theater 
I’d  get  rid  of  teachers  that  dislike  children  •  put  a  Starbucks  in  the  cafeteria 
More  meaningful  classes  (not  just  busy  work)  taught  with  new  methods  by  caring,  compassionate  teachers 
the  teachers  •  the  school’s  strictness  •  being  so  strict  •  the  smell  •  more  senior  privileges 
I  would  change  the  fact  that  its  not  what  you  know  at  BLS  but  who  you  are  •  the  headmaster 
the  competitive  “I’m  better  than  you”  atmosphere 

I’d  find  a  way  to  make  info  more  readily  available  to  the  students.  The  daily  bulletin  just  doesn’t  cut  it 
Tardy  policy  •  Lunches  •  Is  everything  counted  as  “one  thing?” 

The  so  many  rules  they  put  on  us;  loosen  up,  we’re  not  wild  animals.  •  open  campus 
the  fact  that  the  administration  talks  down  to  us  now,  but  in  10  years  will  be  begging  for  our  money 
strict  atmosphere  (all  the  devious  monkeys  running  around)  •  more  responsiveness  to  students’  needs 
school-wide  epidemic  of  Montague  Syndrome  •  Tardy  minutes.  What’s  the  deal  wit  that? 
the  administration  •  racism  and  politics  of  the  school  •  the  atmosphere 
I  would  have  the  seniors  get  out  on  May  1  instead  of  in  June 
the  militant  and  heartless  administration  •  bigger,  better  darkroom 
I  would  make  it  more  difficult  to  leave  the  school — it’s  too  easy/tempting! 

4th  floor  •  swimming  pool  •  couches  in  the  women’s  bathroom  •  the  size 
I  would  close  it  and  start  my  own  place.  It  couldn’t  be  worse.  . . . 

More  respect  and  consideration  for  students  •  Everything  to  the  left,  and  everything  to  the  right. 
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Adrienne  Ho 


By  Heidi  Lo,  I 

Layout  Editor 


“I'm  going  to  be  a  starving  artist,”  she  jokes,  dabbing  away 
with  pastels  in  hand  at  a  cream  colored  piece  of  paper.  We  keep 
chatting  and  she  keeps  dabbing  and  thirty  minutes  later,  she  has 
this  masterpiece  in  front  of  her. 

Adrienne.  “The  Ultimate  Artist.”  You’ve  seen  her  work  in 
Register  and  you’ve  probably  seen  her  at  the  Museum  of  Fine 
Arts,  her  “second  home,”  where  she  gives  tours,  helps  children 
with  art  projects,  and  has  taken  art  classes  for  four  years. 

Adrienne  has  an  eye  for  color  and  loves  to  work  with  acrylic, 
watercolor,  and  chalk  pastel.  See  one  of  her  pieces,  and  you'll 
love  it  too.  Her  work  is  recognized  in  the  AP  Art  class  for  its  use 
of  light  and  color. 

Adrienne  has  been  involved  in  art  for  as  long  as  she  can 
remember  and  has  exhibited  her  artwork  at  the  Museum  of  Fine 
Arts  and  Boston  College.  She  was  also  a  member  of  the  Stage 
Design  Committee  for  Asian  Night  2002.  Adrienne  recently 
received  the  Grace  Aznive  Art  Scholarship;  only  three  students  in 
the  Boston  Public  Schools  received  this  prestigious  award. 

Despite  the  many  hours  that  Adrienne  devotes  to  her  art, 
she  has  found  the  time  to  volunteer  at  Beth  Israel  Hospital  and  at 
BLS  as  an  after  school  tutor.  Last  fall  she  also  worked  as  a 
lifeguard. 

Adrienne  will  be  going  on  to  Boston  University’s  School  of 
Art  in  the  fall  and  hopes  to  study  graphic  design. 


Liz  Johnson 


By  Michelle  Whitaker,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Liz  Johnson  has  changed  her  hair  more  times  than  I  can 
remember  since  we  started  school  here.  Long,  shaved,  dreaded, 
bleached  or  dyed,  “Johnny”  has  not  been  easy  to  lose  in  a  crowded 
hall.  Liz  says  she  changes  her  appearance,  “for  the  same  reasons 
anyone  else  does,  only  more  often.  Shorter  attention  span  maybe.” 

Maybe,  but  I  doubt  it.  Regarding  Liz,  the  phrase  “short 
attention  span”  just  doesn’t  come  to  mind.  Liz  has  been  involved 
in  theatre  and  in  music  forever.  Freshman  year,  she  joined  the 
Concert  Choir,  and  soon  became  leader  of  the  soprano  section. 
Liz  also  sings  with  the  BLS  Big  Band.  This  year  she  directed  You 
Can  t  Take  it  With  You,  which  she  loved  “because  I  got  to  meet  so 
many  underclassmen;  1  made  friends  with  a  lot  of  cool  people, 
with  whom  I’ve  stayed  friends  with."  Some  of  which  include  Nick 
Fountain,  VI,  who  is  Liz's  favorite  drum  player. 

Liz’s  talent  extends  beyond  Boston  Latin.  She  has  sung 
at  Symphony  Hall,  and  also  performed  with  the  Boston  Philhar¬ 
monic.  She  has  sung  with  the  Handel  and  Hayden  Society,  and 
currently  belongs  to  the  adult  group.  Chorus  Pro  Musica. 

Liz  is  just  as  dedicated  to  her  ideals.  She  helped  run  the 
Recycling  Box  Program  at  school  all  year.  "No  one  else  was  go¬ 
ing  to  do  it.  1  figured  we  should  run  it."  In  this  same  proactive 
spirit,  this  summer  Liz  w  ill  travel  to  Nicaragua  to  help  build  a 
library. 

Liz  isn't  sure  what  her  future  holds  for  her.  because  she 
has  changed  her  mind  more  times  than  her  hair  over  the  past  year 
alone!  After  a  year  oft'.  Liz  will  be  taking  classes  in  EVERYTHING 
at  Oberlin  Um\ ersitv  in  Ohio  and  finding  out  w  here  her  interests 
really  lie.  She  knows  she'll  do  something  with  human  rights,  even 
if  she  doesn  't  make  a  profession  out  of  it.  "Taking  Facing  History 
has  made  me  realize  that  1  can't  live  in  good  conscience  and  not 
do  anything."  And  of  course,  she  will  continue  making  music,  “I 
could  no  sooner  stop  doing  music  than  1  could  stop  changing  my 
hair  or  gening  dressed  in  the  morning  unless  1  mov ed  to  a  nud¬ 
ist  colony,  which  1  may.” 

We  haven't  heard  the  last  of  this  div  a  no  matter  w  here 
she  goes,  or  w  hat  she  w  ears.  If  she  w  ears  anything  at  all. 
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Gissel  Morales 


By  Nicole  Tabolt,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Sitting  next  to  me  on  the  T,  Gissel  dismisses  my  worries 
about  an  upcoming  Young  Leaders  of  Color  event  with  her  usual 
optimism  before  jumping  off  on  her  way  to  the  Dual  County 
League  Volleyball  Championship  reception,  a  board  meeting,  a 
dance  class,  a  protest,  a  forum,  and  a  science  lab.  Needless  to  say, 
Gissel’s  interests  and  achievements  are  as  varied  as  they  are 
numerous;  not  only  does  she  sound  great  on  paper,  she  is  actually 
one  of  the  most  caring,  enthusiastic  and  most  friendly  leaders  at 
this  school.  I  know  I’m  gushing,  but — come  on — if  you  knew 
Gissel,  you  would,  too. 

Gandhi  once  wrote,  “Be  the  change  you  want  to  see  in  the 
world,”  and  I  secretly  think  he  had  Gissel  in  mind.  Whether  she’s 
playing  volleyball,  leading  a  Young  Leaders  of  Color  forum, 
studying  thermoelectricity,  or  dancing  at  any  of  our  school’s 
cultural  events,  Gissel  always  embodies  the  change  she  so 
confidently  envisions  for  this  world. 

An  immigrant  from  the  Dominican  Republic,  Gissel  has 
never  forgotten  her  roots  and  spends  much  of  her  time  working  in 
the  Latino  community.  As  a  board  member  of  the  Latino  Parents 
Association,  a  member  of  TAG  since  seventh  grade,  and  a 
merengue/salsa/hip-hop  dancer,  Gissel  is  always  trying  to  give 
back  to  the  people  who  raised  her. 

Next  year,  Gissel  will  attend  Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute 
and  plans  to  study  electrical  and  computer  engineering,  two  male- 
dominated  fields.  But  if  I  know  Gissel,  she  won’t  let  that  stop  her. 
Always  the  do-gooder  and  social  activist,  Gissel  plans  on  using 
science  to  improve  society  and  the  environment. 

Gissel,  I  will  miss  you.  but  I  know  that  wherever  you  are, 
there  will  be  people  who  will  admire  you  as  much  as  I  do. 
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Adrian  Leung 

By  Heidi  Lo,  I 

Layout  Editor 


Size  really  does  not  matter.  Adrian  has  grown  to  be  a  leader: 
one  at  5’3”,  whom  many  have  to  look  down  at  in  order  to  look  up 
to. 

This  was  apparent  even  way  back  during  sophomore  year 
when  Adrian  was  a  teaching  assistant  at  Tech  Boston  teaching 
computer  skills  to  teachers  in  the  Boston  Public  Schools.  The  same 
year,  he  started  at  BLS,  as  an  after  school  Macromedia  Flash 
Animation  instructor,  teaching  fellow  students  computer 
animation. 

Since  then,  Adrian  has  gone  on  to  serve  BLS  as  A.S.I.A. 
Student  President  of 2000-200 1 ,  ARGO  Technology  Editor  200 1  - 
2002,  and  Yearbook  Layout  Editor  2002.  He  has  also  organized 
day  tours  for  incoming  students  and  has  helped  to  organize  events 
for  the  Chinatown  Business  Association  and  the  Chinese 
Consolidated  Benevolent  Association,  and  is  also  a  volunteer  tutor 
at  the  Oak  Street  Youth  Center  in  Chinatown.  On  top  of  that,  he  is 
chairman  of  the  Timothy  Fellowship  of  the  Chinese  Baptist  Church 
in  Quincy  and  past  chairman  of  the  Youth  Leader  Fellowship. 

Last  year,  Adrian  was  awarded  the  John  William  Ward  Public 
Service  Fellowship  and  spent  the  summer  working  with  Mayor 
Menino.  One  year  later,  Adrian  is  still  working  there  as  assistant 
to  the  mayor’s  educational  advisor  and  accompanies  Mayor 
Menino  to  events.  “Catered  events,"  he  grins. 

Adrian’s  contributions  have  not  been  overlooked,  as  he  will 
be  the  recipient  of  the  prestigious  BLS  School  Spirit  Award  at  a 
ceremony  to  be  held  on  June  12. 

Adrian  will  be  going  on  to  Boston  University’s  School  of 
Management  in  the  fall. 


Seneor  2002 

Spotlights 


Adam  Finelli 


By  Theodore  Kuttner,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Nietzsche  posed  the  question,  “Did  God  create  us,  or 
did  we  create  him?”  Not  to  deify  him,  but  I  think  a  similar  question 
could  be  posed  of  Adam  Finelli.  You  see,  Adam  Finelli  does  not 
exist.  He  is  real  only  so  much  as  we  recognize  a  certain  level  of 
wackiness,  intelligence  and  artistic  vision  (mixed  with  a  Woody 
Allen-esque  neuroticism)  as  the  quintessence  of  this  concept  that 
we  define  as  Adam  Finelli.  Perhaps  he  has  transcended  the 
Freudian  concept  of  the  id,  and  has  now  defined  the  Latinian 
concept  of  the  “Find.”  This  concept  has  permeated  the  thoughts 
and  actions  of  the  BLS  community.  Whether  it  was  a  certain  point 
Adam  brought  up  in  class,  an  intense  film  discussion,  or  just  a 
random  outburst  of  Finellism.  we  depart  from  the  encounter  in  an 
altered  state.  Perhaps  we  are  enlightened,  entertained  or 
intellectually  stimulated,  but  more  often,  just  confused. 

Is  this  evidence  that  Adam  Finelli  embodies  some  sort 
of  high  level  of  pretentious  humor?  No!  Adam  is  in  fact  the  most 
humble  person  you  know.  Do  not  I  repeat,  do  not — congratulate 
him  on  his  acceptance  to  NYU  for  their  cinema  studies  program. 
In  fact,  he  would  be  more  appreciative  if  you  went  up  to  him  and 
said.  “You  polywagalcromp!  You  better  prove  you're  worthy  of 
NYU!  If  1  don’t  see  a  groundbreaking  film  from  youofArronofski 
proportions  in  the  next  five  years,  well.  I'm  going  to.  um.  write  a 
scathing  satire  about  you!”  Try  it.  1  guarantee  he  will  be  flattered. 
He  thrives  on  criticism  of  this  sort.  After  a  poor  dress  rehearsal 
for  his  directorial  debut  at  BLS.  “T.V.,”  he  carefully  noted  the 
criticism  giv  en  to  him  by  his  peers.  In  the  end.  he  pulled  the  play 
together  for  a  spectacular  performance  at  the  Guilds.  It  didn't  seem 
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to  faze  him  that  he 
was  one  of  only  two 
student  directors  at 
the  next  level  of 
competition. 

However,  his 
presence  there  was  a 
major  statement 
made  by  the  BLS 
drama  club;  Adam 
represented  not  only 
Latin  School,  but  the 
autonomy  of  the 
BLS  student.  He 
was  even  given  a 
director’s  award  for 
“T  V”  This  came  as  no  surprise  to  those  who  had  seen  Adam  win 
awards  for  acting  in  the  One  Act  Play  Festival  for  his  roles  in 
“WASP,”  “Adaptation”  and  “Interview.” 

Few  know  that  Adam  is  also  a  mad  scientist.  In  his 
sixie  year,  Adam  was  honored  at  the  BLS  science  fair  for  a 
diabolical  contraption  that  made  plants  grow  sideways.  Junior 
year  he  was  honored  at  the  state  level  for  a  project  inspired  by  his 
Dadaist  idols  Blue  Man  Group  Let’s  just  put  it  this  way:  This  kid 
plays  a  mean  PVC  pipe,  and  he  can  analyze  the  physics  of  it  too. 
Perhaps  it  was  his  infatuation  with  PVC  as  the  superior  musical 
instrument  that  ended  his  affair  with  the  cello,  which  he  played  in 
the  BLS  String  Ensemble  until  senior  year. 

Adam  Finelli.  now  a  representation  of  student  autonomy, 
humility,  intelligence,  artistry,  and  wackiness,  has  surpassed 
existence  as  a  collective  simulation  of  our  perception  of  the  “Finel.” 
Adam  has  become  his  own  unique  simulacrum.  There’s  something 
dystopian  about  it. 


Wajtha  Ahmed  Louis  Merosne  MimiLai 


By  Thanh  Nguyen,  I  By  Stania  Alexis  &  Roselys  Esteve,  I  By  Alison  Damaskos,  I 

Contributing  Writer  Contributing  Writers  Forum  Editor 


How  ironic  it  is  that  Wajiha  Ahmed  should  be  in  the  spotlight, 
since  for  the  last  six  years  she  has  contributed  to  Boston  Latin 
School  and  her  community  not  for  recognition,  but  simply  out  of 
the  goodness  of  her  own  heart.  A  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
at  City  School,  Wajiha  has  been  combating  homelessness,  AIDS, 
and  violence  through  Youth  Outreach  retreats,  the  Prison 
Empowerment  Project,  and  community  courses.  In  fact,  while 
many  of  us  reveled  in  our  last  days  as  seniors,  Wajiha  was  busily 
researching,  organizing  and  facilitating  a  community  course  here 
at  Latin  about  the  Israeli-Palestinian  conflict.  Wajiha’s  devotion 
has  made  her  one  of  the  most  respected  figures  at  Latin.  I  will 
never  forget  the  tears  in  her  eyes  as  she  tells  me  about  violence  in 
the  Middle  East,  the  passion  in  her  voice  when  she  talks  about 
Pakistan,  nor  her  joy  in  meeting  people  who  are  as  dedicated  as 
she  is. 

When  she  asked  me  to  write  her  spotlight,  she  said,  "Please 
don’t  spend  too  much  of  your  time  on  it.”  Her  casual  reaction  to 
being  chosen  is  no  surprise  to  me.  Anyone  who  knows  Wajiha 
well  would  know  that  she  is  just  as  modest  as  she  is  passionate, 
intelligent  and  friendly.  In  addition  to  making  life  a  bit  more 
interesting  with  her  quirky  personality,  Wajiha  often  offers  us  a 
flavor  of  Pakistani  culture  by  raving  over  cricket  and  Junoon, 
relating  her  motivations  for  fasting,  and  cooking  Pakistani  food. 

On  behalf  of  Latin  School,  thank  you  so  much,  Wajiha,  for 
your  leadership,  your  opinions,  your  sensitivity,  your  intelligence, 
your  smile.  Being  the  modest  person  you  are,  you  probably  do  not 
even  realize  the  influence  you  have  had  on  our  lives.  I  am  one  of 
your  many  admirers,  and  I  want  to  thank  you  personally  for  your 
much-valued  friendship  and  for  being  a  true  inspiration. 


People  identify  Louis  with  many  different  personas.  To 
some,  he’s  "that  really  religious  kid”;  to  others,  he’s  “the  tall  kid 
who’s  always  smiling.”  Walking  down  the  hall,  smiling  and  say¬ 
ing  hi  to  everyone,  you'd  think  that  describing  him  would  be  easy, 
right?  Guess  again.  There’s  more  to  Louis  than  meets  the  eye. 

Louis  divides  his  time  and  devotion  to  the  Latin  school 
community  and  to  his  church  community  as  well.  He  has  been 
the  president  of  the  Bible  Club  for  two  years,  a  member  of  the 
Caribbean  Club  for  four  years  and  plays  the  trumpet  for  the  Se¬ 
nior  Band.  He  is  a  devoted  Catholic  and  one  of  the  leaders  of  his 
youth  group  at  church. 

Anyone  who  meets  Louis  is  immediately  intrigued  by 
how  much  passion  he  has  for  his  fellow  peers,  his  work,  his 
committments  and  most  of  all  for  God.  There  is  a  driving  spirit  or 
force  that  keeps  him  on  his  toes.  Louis  will  always  rise  to  the 
occasion  to  put  a  smile  on  your  face,  to  make  you  laugh,  or  to  put 
the  wheels  in  your  head  spinning.  Ms.  Kelley  has  often  referred 
to  Louis  as  the  “chick  magnet.”  Louis’  personality,  convictions, 
sense  of  humor,  wit,  and  charm  and  charisma  draw  people  to  him. 

Louis  is  probably  the  most  gentlemanly  and  caring  per¬ 
son  in  this  building.  He  will  do  everything  in  his  power  to  get  you 
whatever  help  you  need.  At  the  same  time,  Louis  is  the  most 
humble  person  that  we  have  ever  met.  The  slightest  compliment 
is  always  responded  to  with  "Praise  God.”  He  credits  none  of  his 
qualities  to  himself.  As  he  would  say,  “All  glory  goes  to  Jesus.” 

So  overall,  maybe  Louis  can  be  defined  by  a  few  ad¬ 
jectives.  Smart,  friendly,  religious,  caring.  But  these  adjectives, 
when  defining  Louis  Merosne,  add  on  a  much  greater  depth  of 
meaning. 


Senior 
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Spotlights 


Nicole  Tabolt 


By  Marlene  Goncalves,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Being  her  sidekick.  I’ve  gotten  a  unique  perspective  on 
Nicole.  I've  seen  her  go  through  the  good,  the  bad,  and  sometimes 
even  the  ugly  with  a  measure  of  grace  that  eludes  most  people. 

No,  Super  Nicky  can't  leap  over  tall  buildings  in  a  single 
bound,  she  isn't  faster  than  a  speeding  train,  and  actually,  she 
bruises  very  easily  and  has  a  deep  seated  and  irrational  phobia  of 
pigeons.  She  may  not  be  the  next  Super  Man,  but  she  comes  pretty 
close.  Who  else  can  do  Young  Leaders  of  Color,  the  Register, 
Saturday  Success  School,  The  Rising  Times,  Project  Hip-Hop, 
and  work  at  Foley,  Hoag  and  Eliot  (a  non-profit  that  gives  grants 
to  projects)  at  the  same  time?  I’m  pretty  sure  Clark  Kent  had  trouble 
meeting  his  deadlines  at  The  Daily  Planet. 

But  not  my  Nick!  She’ll  help  with  anything  and 
everything  and  usually  her  only  requirement  is  that  she  be  front 
and  center  in  any  and  all  group  photos.  Of  course,  a  few  crumbs 
of  something  sweet  would  be  appreciated  but  she  doesn’t  need 
it — real  superheroes  don’t  need  regular  things  like  food. 

But  perhaps  her  greatest  superpower  is  her  likeability. 
She  is  a  rare  type  of  person — there  is  actually  no  reason  to  dislike 
her.  She’s  friendly,  willing  to  help  with  your  problems,  and  has 
never  once  gloated  over  any  of  her  accomplishments  or  grades. 

It’s  a  joke  among  friends  that  she’s  my  wife,  but  she’s 
more  like  the  sister  I  never  had;  caring,  sweet,  devoted  to  friends, 
family,  and  justice.  Like  many  other  people.  I’ll  miss  her  dearly 
next  year. 


Alison  Damaskos 


By  Erin  George,  I 

Copy  Editor 


I  first  met  Alison  playing  community  basketball  at  the 
Roche  Center  in  West  Roxbury,  somewhere  between  the  fuzzy 
years  of  sixth  and  seventh  grade,  and  have  the  pleasure  of  calling 
her  one  of  my  closest  and  oldest  friends  at  Latin.  During  these 
years,  she  has  never  failed  to  amaze  me  with  her  wisdom,  her 
enormous  sense  of  humor,  and  with  how  annoying  she  can  be 
during  the  few  times  we’ve  gotten  angry  with  each  other.  Word 
to  the  wise — if  ever  you  quarrel  with  Al,  do  not  make  the  mistake 
of  sending  her  a  nasty  note  trying  to  put  her  in  her  place,  or  make 


Hardest  Working.  Most  Likely  to  Be  Sleep  Deprived. 
Best  Type  of  Friend  to  Have  in  a  Crisis.  As  Yearbook  Editor-in- 
Chief,  Mimi  Lai  is  more  than  familiar  with  the  concept  of  a  Senior 
Superlative.  These  titles  do  not  exist;  like  so  much  of  her  work 
this  year,  Mimi’s  work  ethic,  grace,  and  genuine  talent  will  simply 
go  unheralded. 

As  co-editors  of  both  Argo  and  Register  departments, 
Mimi  Lai  and  I  have  logged  enough  hours  together  to  qualify  as 
common-law  spouses.  Mimi  is  articulate,  funny,  infinitely  quirky, 
and  all-around  fabulous.  I  am  seriously  considering  kidnapping 
her  from  Wellesley  and  smuggling  her  with  me  to  Cambridge  next 
year.  Working  with  Mimi  has  truly  been  an  honor  and  a  privilege. 

Mimi  is  one  of  the  people  who  make  Boston  Latin 
School  worth  attending.  The  administration  likes  to  tell  students 
that  it  is  Boston  Latin’s  reputation  that  matters  in  the  real  world. 
The  truth  about  Latin  is  that  the  people  make  it  all  worthwhile.  It 
is  those  who  think,  who  raise  their  hands,  who  smile,  and  who 
persevere  that  make  a  real  difference  at  the  Latin  School.  Mimi 
Lai  is  unreservedly  one  of  those  people.  She  has  made  the  Yearbook 
happen  on  budget  (hard  as  that  is  to  believe)  at  the  expense  of  her 
own  sanity  and  schoolwork.  She  has  slaved  away  for  the  Argo 
and  the  Register.  The  only  child  of  a  single  immigrant  mother, 
Mimi  is  an  achiever;  she  is  also  a  complainer,  a  giggler,  and  a 
concerned  global  citizen.  Mimi  loves  cheesecake,  sushi  and  frogs 
(the  former  two  as  edibles,  the  latter  as  collector’s  items).  Thanks 
to  Mr.  Akeson,  she  can  even  explain  polymerase  chain  reaction  in 
detail.  There  is  so  much  more  to  Mimi  than  the  cynical,  deadlines- 
NOW-taskmaster  persona  that  the  Yearbook  brings  out  in  her.  Her 
kooky,  photography  loving  side  is  unfortunately  not  called  into 
service  nearly  so  often. 

“I  want  to  do  something  positive  for  the  world,”  Mimi 
responds  when  asked  about  her  dreams  and  aspirations.  Her 
commitment  to  making  a  difference  has  already  been  manifested 
in  her  2001  Seevak  Web  site,  a  project  that  Mimi  considers  her 
greatest  achievement.  Her  second-prize  winning  project  detailed 
the  life  and  work  of  Aung  San  Suu  Kyi,  a  Burmese  leader  who 
has  been  fighting  for  democracy  in  her  home  country  since  1989. 
Her  Seevak  award  is  only  the  first  of  many  that  I  am  certain  lie  in 
Mimi’s  future.  Nothing  that  I  can  write  in  300  words  can  do  justice 
to  the  positive  force  and  complex  human  being  that  is  Mimi  Lai. 
Mimi,  I  love  and  respect  you.  Thank  you  for  your  generosity,  your 
kindness,  and  most  importantly,  your  friendship. 


sure  you  have  used  proper  grammar  and  spelling.  She  will  send 
it  back  to  you  with  corrections!  An  avid  political  and  environ¬ 
mental  activist  in  both  the  classroom  and  heated  conversations, 
Alison  is  the  vice-president  of  Student  Council  and  a  longtime 
member  of  Model  UN.  She  is  co-editor  of  the  Forum  pages  in  the 
Argo,  creating  a  spread  of  intriguing  and  controversial  opinion 
articles.  Al  is  also  a  member  of  the  National  Honor  Society  and 
Senior  Concert  Band,  having  played  the  clarinet  since  seventh 
grade.  She  has  been  a  volunteer  at  A+  Tutoring  at  Snowden  High 
School  since  junior  year.  In  addition,  one  of  her  proudest  mo¬ 
ments  was  speaking  in  an  oratorical  contest  at  her  Greek  Ortho¬ 
dox  church  this  past  year,  shocking  listeners  with  her  speech  on 
why  women  should  be  allowed  into  the  priesthood. 

Aside  from  being  eloquent  and  intelligent,  Alison  is  a 
fashion  conoisseur,  a  talented  painter,  and  the  proud  owner  of  Gucci 
sunglasses.  She  is  also  down  in  record  books  for  spraining  her 
ankles  on  what,  eight  occasions?  I  have  lost  track  of  the  times 
she  has  done  this.  It’s  unbelievable. 

When  she  isn’t  busy  being  injured,  Alison  spends  her 
spare  time  getting  yelled  at  by  women  under  the  influence  at  Red 
Sox  games,  swimming  with  Mattapoisett  jellyfish,  and  being  a 
closet  Trekkie. 

Alison  will  be  spending  her  summer  as  a  counselor  at 
Nobles  Day  Camp  in  Dedham,  returning  after  taking  a  break  from 
the  advances  of  suburban  boys  last  year.  She  will  be  attending 
Harvard  University  in  the  fall,  where  those  Crimson  guys  will 
most  assuredly  fall  all  over  her — this  gorgeous  Greek  was  voted 
Most  Beautiful  of  the  senior  class!  Hopefully,  they  will  not  be 
using  binoculars  to  peek  into  her  bedroom  window,  as  some  have 
been  known  to  do.  I  have  every  faith  in  ATs  success  in  the  future, 
because  with  all  that  she  has  going  for  her,  she  will  be  our  first 
woman  president  before  any  of  us  know  it. 
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ON 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Dr.  Carroll 


When  a  little  mouse  scuttered  across  room  2 1 8  and  Ms.  Kirkpatrick  jumped  a  foot  in  the  air 
Getting  a  carnation  from  Anonymous  in  the  midst  of  fundraiser  bedlam  every  year 
taking  romantic  moonlit  strolls  down  the  halls  of  BLS  on  Argo  production  weeks 
Singing  with  Gospel  Choir  on  Music  Night  2001  and  the  rush  of  elation  1  felt 
Meeting  up  with  Wendy  in  D.C.  the  second  time  around  (O  deliverance!) 

Exchanging  pleasant  “Good  morning !”s  with  Adrienne  in  homeroom 
sixie  year:  There  was  so  much  drama,  but  it  made  the  year  exciting 
Helping  Ms.  Wong-ho  clean  out  her  room  at  the  end  of  the  year 
the  ones  I  paid  to  have  implanted  cuz  I  don’t  have  any  real  ones 
Meeting  up  with  Celia  in  D.C.  the  second  time  around  (O  joy!) 
hanging  out  with  the  Secret  Service  dudes  and  their  dog  Happy 
walking  around  school  and  filming  all  the  wonderful  chickas 
Day  off  because  pipe  bursting  &  spending  it  doing  Argo 
Drawing  screens  from  The  Aeneid  with  Ms.  Ledang 
Complete  Works  of  William  Shakespeare  (abridged) 

Actually  talking  with  Ms.  Barbara  for  the  first  time 
kind  of  lost  all  my  memories  along  with  my  mind 
quick  morning  chats  with  my  homeroom  125  buds 
The  Intrepid  Argonaut  Adventures,  uncensored!!! 

Running  for  our  lives  in  Berlin  with  Freemanjud 
winning  an  acting  award  at  the  Guild  Semifinals 
When  the  pipe  busted  and  school  was  cancelled 
■'•Bahamas  2002-  Ski  trip  02  ,  oh  what  a  night! 
hanging  with  friends  after  a  long  week  of  work 
when  the  pipe  broke  and  school  got  cancelled 
Comp  AP  senior  year.  ...  O  the  possibilities. 

When  Kathy  called  the  teacher  a  crackhead 
being  named  captain  of  the  Latin  step  squad 
full  scholarship  from  BC,  which  I  rejected 
eating  lunch  on  the  roof  sophomore  year 
when  blueman  performed  at  Halloween 
having  a  friend  become  more  than  that 
eastern  Europe  trip  with  Freemanjud 
facing  history  trip  to  eastern  Europe 
dropping  bad  habits  (i.e.,  “friends”) 

Having  friends  around  your  locker 
Spending  hours  in  the  darkroom 
Cortina  with  Izzo  in  10th  grade 
don’t  have  one  in  this  school 
the  day  the  water  main  broke 
all  the  porn  in  Spanish  class 
Graduation  hasn’t  come  yet 
First  time  clubbing  at  BBC 
the  day  the  waterpipe  burst 
the  Rubber  Duckie  Society 
Fashion/Talent  Show  2002 
The  semi,  the  Bahamas!!! 
getting  accepted  by  MIT 
when  the  pipe  exploded 
being  DONE  with  latin 
Frankie  getting  probed 
Mr.  Izzo’s  1 0th  grade 
Daydreaming.  Often. 

“The  Ordway  Crew” 
post-semi  festivities 
meeting  my  friends 
facing  history  class 
when  pipe  bursted 
Smuggler’s  Notch 
Volleyball  season 


.Favorite  Teachers 


Dr.  Lambert 


Middleton 


Freeman 


Deveney 


Freemanjud  and  the  Gavinator, 

Mr.Tedeschi,  Andrew  Warren,  Ms.  Shevlin, 

Dr.  Cohee,  Dr.  Frontera,  Dr.  Lambert,  Dr.  James, 

Mr.  Fernandez  (even  though  Physics  is  really  hard!) 

Herr  Bill!  (Dr.  Carroll),  Josh  Michel  (he  taught  me  math). 

Miss  Lewis,  Mr.  Aversa,  Mr.  Barry,  Mr.Bunker,  Mr.  Deveney, 

A  mixture  of  Dr.  Carroll  (the  younger),  Dr.  Neary,  and  Mr.  Waldron 
Mr.Turpin,  Mrs.  Middleton,  Mrs.  Myette,  Mrs.  Trainor,  Mrs.  Zitney, 
Ms.  Brun,  Ms.  Colvario,  Ms.  Methelis,  Ms.  Daly,  Ms.  Wight,  Mr.  Tarpey, 
Ms.  Montes  (she  left  early),  Ms.  Morelli,  Ms.  Ryan,  Ms.  O’Malley, 
Ms.  Jennings,  Ms.  Ledang,  Ms.  Monique  Brun,  Mr.  Southwick, 
good  of  Mrs.  Johnson  and  Ms.  Pagos  ...  my  HOME-GIRLS!!, 

Ms.  O'Malley.  Mr.  Fulton,  Mr.  Izzo,  Mr.  Kaufman,  Mr.  Luis, 

Mr.  Montague,  Mr.  Salterio,  Mr.  Haritos,  Ms.  Hawkins, 

How  many  times  a  month  did  you  pull  an  all-nighter?  Ms-  Chi’  Ms-  Palmer’  Mr  Ordway,  Mr.  Durant, 

5%  Mr.  O,  Ms.  Skerrit  (yeah  Step  Squad!), 

Once  a  week  r  ■  ,  . 

my  triends,  nonexistent 

11% 

Twice  a  month 


15% 


Are  you  glad  you  came  to  BLS? 


9/11 

1  •  •  •  •  APs 

SATs 
MCAS 
algebra 
Pre-Calc 
This  year 
Chemistry 
US  History 
Asian  Nights 
US  History  AP 
administration 
Every  morning 
tardy  detention 
my  first-ever  F 
being  in  prison 
summer  school 
getting  mugged 
the  sulfur  smell 
failing  Pre-Calc 
EVERYTHING 
third  lunch  alone 
stupid  declamation 
Losing  Powderpuff 
late  nights  cramming 
Losing  the  pep  rallies 
cutting  school  to  drink 
the  smell  of  rotten  eggs 
morning  tardy  detention 
losing  Powder  Puff  twice 
every  full  day  in  this  hell 
those  long  weeks  of  work 
realizing  the  end  was  here 
Not  having  sex  on  the  roof 
1 1th  grade  English  Honors 
three  AP  exams  in  one  week 
getting  up  early  EVERY  day 
my  job  after  sophomore  year 
September  1996 — June  2002 
getting  censured  in  8th  grade 
getting  caught  leaving  school 
Every  other  day  in  this  school 
finding  out  my  class  rank/GPA 
the  two  students  dying  in  2000 
When  I  walked  into  this  school 
waiting  to  walk  across  the  stage 
Any  time  after  volleyball  season 
getting  yelled  at  by  Mr.  Doherty 
The  fire  drills  of  sophomore  year 
senior  Powder  Puff  when  we  lost 
not  being  able  to  outrun  Ms.  Russo 
watching  my  classmates  leave  BLS 
translating  all  8,400  lines  of  Aeneid 
being  treated  like  we  were  in  prison 
when  I  realized  I  was  a  rat  in  a  maze 


38% 


getting  into  NHS 
first  declamation 
sophomore  semi 
MFA  art  classes 
Eastern  Europe 
the  new  library 
the  bomb  scare 
history  classes 
Matt  Chan  Day 
Mr.  Montague 
Mr.  Whigham 
Ms.  Sylvester 
The  summers 
GSA  picnics 
Italy  ski  trip 
TAG  shows 
junior  prom 
Chinese  5! 

CITY  term 
Mr.  Decie 
Montreal 
This  year 
pipe  day 
first  kiss 
Cancun 
Thanks, 
friends 
Gotar 
lunch 


If  you  could  be  any  superhero, 
who  would  you  be? 

1 2% 

Batman 


1 1% 
Robin 


N4ghty  Mouse 


Mr.  Haritos  asking  “male  or  female” 
standing  out  in  the  cold  for  a  fire  drill 
Mr.  Smiley  Face  (from  Turpin’s  class) 
watching  movies  in  Mr.  Browne’s  class 
experiencing  depression  for  the  first  time 
not  getting  into  NHS  the  1st  time  around 
falling  out  of  my  desk  in  Deveney’s  class 
breaking  my  knee  in  the  second  floor  hall 
getting  my  car  broken  into  on  the  Fenway 
when  Mr.  Doherty  called  me  a  prima  donna 
Mrs.  Hantout  making  me  cry  in  eighth  grade 
sophomore  year  was  a  continuous  nightmare 
finding  out  I  got  rejected  from  my  top  choice 
almost  setting  myself  on  fire  in  chemistry  class 
learning  the  bad  effects  of  alcohol  ...  and  Louis 
Being  cornered  and  teased  by  a  sixie,  senior  year 
running  into  South  Station  on  1/1/02  at  1 1:59  p.m. 
kind  of  lost  all  my  memories  along  with  my  mind 
When  my  10th  grade  French  teacher  made  me  cry 
All  the  females  haters  from  the  classes  of  1998-2001 
being  yelled  at  until  I  cried  in  front  of  all  these  people 
when  I  got  in  trouble  for  an  “inappropriate”  sweatsuit 
Taking  the  US  History  AP  test  after  not  sleeping  all  night 
The  one  time  I  had  to  serve  before-school  tardy  detention 
being  1  minute  late  for  school  and  having  tardy  detention 
“You're  not  16,  can’t  go  home”  when  I  was  wretchedly  ill 
being  rejected  from  colleges  I  thought  I  had  a  chance  to-get  into 
talking  in  front  of  a  whole  class  of  people  who  cannot  understand  me 
Staying  awake  for  two  days  straight,  then  gradually  losing  your  vision 
the  day  I  found  out  my  dad  was  Darth  Vader....oh  wait,  that  was  a  movie 
getting  rejected  from  my  1st  and  2nd  choice  school  on  my  birthday!  Nice 
being  censured  for  someone  copying  my  Spanish  paper  without  me  knowing  it. 
countless  sardonic  duels  with  Mr.  Akeson  and  Mr.  Browne,  both  of  whom  I  respect 
getting  caught  for  skipping  school  3  days  straight  (detention  is  the  worst  thing  ever!) 
in-house  in  028 — Windowless  basement  room  with  harsh  fiourescent  lighting  is  not  humane! 


Worst  Memory 


June  2002 
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Oh,  what  a  year  it  has 
been. [Mental  note:  must  conserve 
space,  decrease  font  size  as  well.] 
Issue  I:  What  does  that  k^v  do? 


Issue  II:  Where  are 
articles'.'!?!? 

Issue  III:  Urn,  j  forgot  how  to  do  a 

pull  quote. 

Issue  IV:  NO!  It’s  Times  New 
Roman!!!  We  are  making  it  Times 
New  Roman!  NOW! 

Issue  V:  Celiaaaaaaaa/Burrrrrrrt/ 
Johnnnnny....!  don’t  wanna  do  this 
anymore.  *pOut* 

Trial  and  error.  Late 
nights  and  caffeine.  Macs.  Swivel 
chairs.  Techno  and  trance  MP3s  on 
shuffle  and  repeat.  Department 
editors  yelling  and  screaming  at  the 
computers.  Cold  pizza  and  warm 
soda.  Moonlighting  on  the  Register. 
Running  around  looking  for  an 
unlocked  bathroom.  Deadlines. 


-  I  love  this  job. 

But  it’s  time  to  move 
on.  Thank  you  Celia,  Johnny  “PBJ” 
Green,  the  editors,,  gnd  Mr.  Flynn 
for  a  truly  memorable  year  full  of 
Argonaut  adventures.  Thank  you, 
Dr.  Mendez  and  Ms.  Chiu,  for  all 
your  support,  life’s  lessons  and 
friendship.  To  my  teachers:  You 
have  the  hardest  job  in  the  world, 
but  you  come  in  here  and  make  a 
difference  every  day,  and  I  admire 
you  greatly  for  that.  To  the  present 
and  future  A.S.I.A.  Committee  and 
members:  Keep  the  tradition  alive. 
Succeed  and  exceed  expectations. 
To  Ms.  Tibbetts:  ahHHh!  I’m  going 
to  college! 

A  note  to  my  successors:  prioritize. 
Oh,  and  sweeping  the  floor  is  not 
included  in  the  job  description,  but 
you  will  end  up  doing  it. 

-Heidi 


September  5,  2001  -  March  23,  2002 

Farewell  to  the  most  beautiful  locker  to  ever  grace  the 


halls  of  BLS. 
-  Wendy 


I  am  finally  going  to  be  out 
of  Latin  school.  No  more  late 
nights,  tearful  tantrums,  or 
breakdowns  until  next  fall  at  least. 
It’s  a  weird  feelingto  be  done.  For 
six  years  I’ve  waited  for  this  day, 
but  in  a  way.  it  feels  no  different 
from  any  other.  I  suppose;  I  could 
attribute  that  to  the  fact  that  I’ve 
already  played  this  day  countless 
times  in  my  mind,  but  I  could  also 
attribute  it  to  the  fact  that  I  am 
almost  in  a  state  of  disbelief. 

I  have  been  at  this  school  for 
a  third  of  my  life — that’s  a  long 
time.  And  now  to  leave  it  will  be 
weird,  not  bad,  no,  definitely  not 
bad,  but  weird. 

And  I’m  sure  once  I’m  out 
I  ’ll  say,  “Oh,  Latin  was  such  a  great 


experience  and  a  great  choice,” 
blocking  out  all  negative  memories, 
but  1  can  sincerely  say  that  I  will 
miss  a  lot  of  the  people.  In  a  sense 
I’m  almost  ambivalent  about 
leaving,  not  because  I  love  the 
school  but  because  for  six  years 
I’ve  known  nothing  but  Latin,  and 
entering  the  real  world  will  be  such 
a  change  of  pace.  But  it’s  a  change 
1  embrace  with  open  arms. 
Anyhow,  I  suppose  I  should  say  a 
thing  or  two  about  the  Argo  and 
Arts  and  Entertainment.  It’s 
certainly  changed  dramatically  over 
the  past  few  years,  from  the 
dictatorship  of  Rolo  to  the  late  night 
pizza  and  junk  food  dinners  with 
the  procrastinating  seniors  to,  well, 
this  year,  which  is  sort  of  a  mix  of 


the  two.  It’s  been  fun  and  it’s  been 
painful,  and  yes,  has  conflicted  with 
my  schedule  more  times  than  T  can 
count,  but  I  hope  that  you  have  read 
an  article  in  A&E  that  you  found 
remotely  enjoyable.  I  suppose 
that’s  all  that  I  can  ask,  (and 
preferably  that  it  be  one  that  I 
wrote).  But  in  all  seriousness,  to 
whoever  works  on  the  Argo  next 
year,  have  fun  with  it,  find  unique 
topics  to  write  about,  and  don’t  be 
afraid  to  be  controversial.  In  the 
words  of  Grant  Hill  (yes,  a 
completely  random  and  irrelevant 
quote),  “Everything  I  know  in  life 
I  learned  while  milking  a  cow.” 
And  oh  how  true  that  rings  in  my 
life. 

-  Madeline 


Oh  the  Argo. .  .1  can’t  believe 
1  must  say  goodbye  to  Saturday 
night  meetings,  evenings 
surrounded  by  Ms.  Freeman’s 
raspberry  fizz,  talking  to  computers 
and  printers,;  the  excitement  of 
learning  how  to  automatically 
hyphenate.  On  some  Friday  night 
at  Syracuse,  when  the  clock  hits 
9:50,  memories  of  Final  Fridays 
when  we’ve  promised  Mr.  Flynn 
we’d  be  out  by  10 — the  frustration, 
the  rush — and  looking  forward  to 
a  Spectacular  Saturday  AND  a 
Monstrous  Monday  will  rush  over 
me  with  nostalgia.  And  I  knew, 
while  1  was  cursing  at  everything 
and  everyone  around  me  during 
these  critical  Argo  nights,  that  I’d 
miss  it  when  it’d  all  be  over. 

Let  me  be  one  to  stick  to  a 


Since  I  have  a  scant  70 
minutes  to  write  this  dainty 
goodbye  note,  I  feel  like  some 
Oscar  winner  being  squeezed  of  his 
thank  you  speech  to  fit  television 
time.  But  in  the  space  that  1  do 
have,  I  extend  my  heartfelt 
appreciation  every  which  way, 
appreciation  for  putting  up  with  my 
bullishness  over  the  years,  for 
helping  this  paper  and  the  news 
department  go,  for  watching  over 
me  as  I  live  through  the  American 
Dream  that  I  never  thought  1  could 
attain  nine  years  ago  when  I  first 
set  foot  on  this  country.  Megan, 
Celia,  AD.  LJD,  Johnny  B..  Heidi. 
Burt,  Bobby,  the  last  few  Final 
Fridays  were  sketchy  but  we  made 
it — thank  God  for  you.  My  SONS 
at  tennis,  Mike  “Straight  out  of 
Africa”  Kennedy,  kid-whose- 
name-Tenth-Graders-dare-not- 
utter,  Darius,  the  JV  minions  who 


traditional  Argo  goodbye  because 
I’ve  got  a  lot  of  people  to  recognize. 
To  Mom,  Dad,  and  Kevin  for  being 
a  loving  and  supportive  family — 
thank  you  for  allowing  me  to  live 
out  my  dreams.  To  Ms.  O’Malley 
for  all  of  the  support  you  have 
provided  me  throughout  the  years 
and  for  believing  in  me.  To  Ms. 
Freeman  for  everything  from 
Swedish  Fish  to  conversations  to 
Eastern  Europe.  Mr.  Montague — 
all  of  those  greetings  in  the  hallway 
have  made  a  real  difference  in  my 
days.  To  my  friends  (who  don’t 
mind  not  being  named) — you  are 
all  amazing  for  putting  up  with  me 
for  so  long;  I  truly  am  in  awe.  Hao, 
Mark,  and  the  rest  of  the  Spring 
2002  Register — thanks  for  letting 
Annette  and  I  power-trip  and  for 


We  11... I  have  to  say  that  six 
years  is  an  amazingly  long  amount 
of  time.  And  in  that  time  I  have  had 
some  unbelievable  experiences. 
Both  good  and  bad.  I  have  met 
amazing  people  (and  yes,  some  of 
them  were  teachers!!!  Can  you 
believe  it??).  1  have  made  amazing 
friends  that  I  will  cherish 
forever!!!  BLS  has  changed  me, 
and  for  the  better  I  think.  However 
hard  that  this  is  to  believe.  Latin  has 
been  one  of  the  steady  things  in  my 
life.  For  the  past  six  years  I  have 
been  in  a  steady  routine  because  of 
BLS:  Get  up  at  an  ungodly  hour  of 
the  morning  (sometimes  I  of  course 


never  went  to  bed),  hop  in  the 
shower  and  rub  the  sleep  from  my 
eyes,  attempt  to  find  something 
clean  that  matches  from  the  piles 
of  clothes,  and  grab  some  money 
from  my  half-awake  mother  before 
running  out  the  door,  praying  that 
I’ll  be  on  time.  Ahhh,  the  good  old 
days.  I  will  also  never,  ever  forget 
two  things  in  all  my  days  at  Latin. 
One.  being  late  the  first  day  of  sixie 
year,  and  two,  JoJo  getting  his  arm 
sliced  open  on  a  metal  cabinet  in 
eighth  grade.  I’ll  certainly  miss 
three  studies  a  day,  along  with  a 
handful  of  teachers  I’ve  decided  to 
bore  you  with  listing  here,  because 


they  deserve  to  know  that  what 
they’re  doing  is  actually 
worthwhile,  and  that  other  people 
actually  notice.  OK,  here  goes: 
Ledang,  Montes,  Southwick, 
Fernandez,  Colvario,  Radden, 
Trainor,  Power,  Stuppard,  Waldron, 
Freeman,  and  Davis.  I  might  have 
complained  more  times  than  you 
cared  to  listen  to,  but  you  taught  me 
well,  and  now  I  actually  know  stuff 
so  I’m  glad  that  you  put  up  with 
me.  It  was  worth  it.  AndtoTarpey 
of  course,  who  I  will  never  forget 
because  you  laugh  at  my  jokes,  and 
that  I  praise  above  all!!!  So  long 
for  now,  you  know  I’ll  be 
back! 

-  Rachel 


Well,  here  we  are.  The  End 
of  the  Road. 

It’s  me,  Nate.  You  know,  the 
one  with  the  big  awkward  cargo 
vest,  with  the  ultraprecise  watch, 
who  hangs  out  with  Mr.  Fulton  after 
school.  It’s  been  a  pleasure  writing 
and  drawing  (especially  drawing) 
for  the  Argo  this  year.  And  the 
writing  and  drawing  that  I  can’t  do 
for  the  Argo,  I  do  on  my  own:  I’ve 
got  an  entire  shelf  stuffed  with 
drawings,  and  I’ve  been  writing 
science  fiction  and  fantasy  for 
several  years  now.  Check  youn 
bookstores  for  me  ten  years  down 


—th^joad!  a 

Now  for  the  "farewell”  part. 
L^tafi’t  help  thinking,  are  we 
deceiving  ourselves?  Js  this  really 
an  end?  Well,  it'd  an  end  insofar  as 
we  are  finished  at  the  Argo,  but  are 
we  really  finished  at  Latin  School? 

I  don’t  believe  that  we’re  leaving 
by  any  measure;  we’re  just  not 
showing  up  as  often.  I,  for  one,  am 
at  leaving.  As  strange  as  it  sounds, 
njoy  being  at  Latin  School:  the 
Friends,  teachers,  and  the  overlap 
cenithem.  T’ve  discovered  the 
ingof  life  at  Latin  ScISool.just 
in  this  pasTyear.  amid  the  mess  oT“ 


college  applications.  It’s  too  bad  the 
Register  rejected  my  treatise  on  the 
meaning  of  life  (it  was  disguised  as 
a  science  fiction  short  story), 
because  I  really  want  to  share  it,  but 
there’s  not  enough  room  here.  I’ll 
miss  all  my  friends  dearly,  but  I’ll 
be  back.  See  you  around! 

Let  me  leave  everyone  with 
this  farewell  statement  to  all  those 
that  remain  at  the  Boston  Latin 
School,  from  the  pen  of  one  J.R.R. 
Tolkien:  “The  Road  goes  ever  on 
and  on.  Down  from  the  door  where 
it  began.  Now  far  ahead  the  Road 
has  gone.  Let  others  follow  it  who 


BLS  has  brought  me  more 
good  memories  and  good  friends  of 
all  ages  than  I  could  possibly  have 
imagined  as  a  small  and  scared 
sixie.  To  my  class,  my  teachers,  and 
the  BLS  community:  Thank  you. 

To  those  who  work  on  the 
Register :  I  wish  your  art  is  as 
wonderful  as  that  I  was  allowed  to 
review  in  my  time  as  Art  Editor.  I 
wish  you  painless  deadlines  and 
extra  color  pages.  Most  of  all,  I 
wish  you  a  co-editor  as  funny, 
smart,  and  kind  as  the  one  I  was 
privileged  enough  to  work  with: 
Mimi  Lai.  To  Mr.  Harper,  l  vow  my 
undying  allegiance  to  the  Red  Sox 
and  my  steadfast  belief  that  this  is 
their  year.  To  back  of  the  37  bus  in 

Thanks  to  people  who  give 
BLS  a  “soul”: 

Alison,  for  being  my 
common-law  wife  and  partner  in 
crime.  I  can  only  cross  my  fingers 
and  hope  that  I  find  a  partner  half 
as  good  as  you  in  the  future. 
Bonnie,  for  being  my  friend  since 
sixie  summer  orientation.  Roselys, 
for  humoring  me  (always).  Mark, 
for  simply  being  you.  Sin  Lei,  for 
introducing  me  to  frog  figurines 
and  coffee  coolattas — and  for 
always  being  there.  Celia,  for 
helping  me  to  escape  from  the 
nightmare  that  was  BLS  through 
cheesecake,  gummy  bears  and  clam 
chowder.  Good  look  in  the  Land  o’ 
Cheese.  Call  me  if  you  want/need 
to  scream  in  Cantonese.  Argonauts 


While  sitting  between  Josh 
Gans  and  Mike  Galvin  at  the  senior 
assembly,  the  three  of  us  naturally 
made  wisecracks  at  certain 
comments  said,  cheered  for  Mr. 
Montague,  and,  at  Josh’s  insistence, 
kinda  started  singing,  “Shananana, 
shananana,  hey  hey  hey,  goodbye.” 
And  as  I  was  joking  with  two  of 
the  many  people  I  feel  like  I’ve 
gotten  to  know  better  this  year,  it 
hit  me  for  the  millionth  time  that, 
despite  bad  report  cards  and 


the  morning — may  your  ride  be 
quick  and  your  feet  be  unstepped 
on.  To  Greg  H.  and  Mike  D:  I  leave 
the  center  seat;  share  it  with  pride. 
To  Dennis  D:  I  wish  many  happy 
mornings  of  “Baby  Got  Back” 
renditions.  To  Johnny  B.  I  leave  my 
social  conscience;  to  Anna  George: 
I  leave  my  crazy  clarinet  skills.  Use 
them  well.  To  the  sports 
department:  I  curse  you  forever. 
May  your  heads  always  reveberate 
with  the  sickening  sound  of  a 
dancing  banana  singing  “Peanut 
Butter  Jelly  Time”  incessantly. 
Because  I  am  a  good  princess  too, 
to  Jon  K:  I  also  leave  my  patience 
and  my  sense  of  humor.  Good  luck. 
To  Elena:  I  wish  three  more  happy 

(Alison,  Hana,  Megan,  Heidi, 
Katarina,  Longjie),  for  our  Final 
Friday  jam  sessions  down  in  the 
official  school  sweatshop.  Despite 
the  computer,  rodent,  and 
ventilation  problems,  I  really 
enjoyed  working  with  you  down 
there.  Yearbook  crew  (there  are  too 
many  of  you  to  name  individually), 
for  your  hard  work,  effort,  and 
devotion.  We  may  be  a  band  of 
cranky,  under-appreciated  die- 
hards,  but  I  am  very  proud  to  have 
worked  with  you.  No  matter  what 
product  we  get  in  November,  it’s 
the  odyssey  that  counts.  You  should 
be  proud  of  yourselves  for  having 
given  it  your  all. 

Mr.  Aversa,  for  your 
patience,  sympathy  and 


teenage  tragedies,  being  tortured  by 
inane  rules  and  Mr.  Fulton’s 
remarks,  there  is  no  group  of  people 
wlffTwhom  I  would  nave  rather 
endured  these  six  years.  Like  April 
Sheehan  once  said,  “You  can’t  help 
but  love  the  people  you’ve  been  in 
a  train  wreck  with,”  referring  to  our 
tenure  here.  So,  farewell  glitzy 
hallways,  farewell  shady  junior 
boys(but  I  love  you!),  farewell  cow 
who  jumped  over  the  moon,  and  to 
all  of  those  who  we  are  leaving 


were  oh-so-conimitted.  and  the 
ebullient  Coach  Kates.  Shout  outs 
also  to  the  wacky  String  Ensemble 
people,  particularly  the  twins 
Esteve  and  Luke  and  Leon  and 
Emilia  and  Joe  E.  and  last  but  not 
least  Mariana  Lam  Sarango. 

Fervent  expressions  of 
gratitude  go  to  every  English 
teacher  (Ms.  Daniels,  Mr.  Redd,  Mr. 
Hannigan,  Mrs.  Middleton,  Mrs. 
Peyev.  Mrs.  Johnson,  Mrs.  Shevlin, 
Mrs.  Colvario)  during  my  tenure 
here — I  walked  in  here  with 
knowledge  of  the  alphabet  and  not 
much  more;  and.yny  syntax  is  still 
silly.  And  Mr.  Montague,  how  can 
I  ever  thank  you  enough?  Class  of 
2002,  see  you  all  at  reunion  and  in 
the  real  world  Latin  aptly  prepared 
for  us.  Signing  off  for  the  final  time, 
sincerely  yours,  Qi  Feng. 

-Qi 


letting  us  take  so  much  of  the  credit 
for  your  creativity.  Hao  (again), 
happy  belated  18th  birthday  (if  it 
wasn’t  on  Register’s  Final  Friday, 
I  wouldn't  have  forgotten).  Good 
luck  to  A&E  2002-2003 — make  it 
better  than  Sports  every  issue! 
Johnny,  good  luck,  and  for  the  sake 
of  my  successors’  sanities,  don’t 
write  any  more  articles. 

To  the  Class  of  2002 — never 
have  I  had  the  privilege  to  address 
you  as  a  whole — we’re  a  good 
group  of  people  who  will  no  doubt 
positively  impact  this  world.  We’re 
intelligent,  open-minded,  and 
supportive  of  each  other — let’s 
never  lose  that. 

-  Katarina 


years,  many  good  friends  and  fun 
times.  You  have  lots  of  time  to  find 
out  about  all  the  good  stuff  at  Latin, 
and  I  think  I’m  a  little  jealous. 

To  those  who  suffer  at  the 
Argo  next  year:  enjoy  it  while 
you’ve  got  it.  I  didn’t  find  the  Argo 
until  senior  year  and  it  is  the  one 
thing  I  will  miss  the  most.  Every 
Final  Friday  is  precious,  no  matter 
how  desperate  and  painful  because 
it  is  time  spent  with  people  who 
truly  care  about  what  they  are 
doing.  This  trait  is  much  rarer  to 
find  than  one  might  imagine.  Thank 
you  all  for  putting  up  with  my 
whining.  You  are  all  always  royalty 
in  my  heart. 

-Alison 

understanding.  Mr.  Flynn,  Ms. 
Tibbetts  and  Ms.  O’Malley,  for 
being  down-to-earth.  Ms.  Freeman, 
for  your  all-around-coolness.  Mr. 
Haritos,  for  letting  me  discover  the 
sweet,  kind  and  funny  man  behind 
the  gruff  exterior.  Dr.  Cohee,  for 
putting  up  with  my  neuroticism,  for 
teaching  me  how  to  stand  up  for 
myself,  for  showing  me  some  of  the 
beauty  in  life,  and  oh,  yes,  for  the 
3:30  a.m.  bs  sessions.  Mr. 
Montague,  for  keeping  me  glued 
together  this  year  and  for  daring  to 
hug  in  a  non-hugging  school.  I  wish 
I  could  adopt  (or  clone)  you.  Thank 
you,  everyone,  I  would  not  have 
survived  without  you. 

-  Mimi 


behind,  rock  the  boat  some!  This 
school  needs  funk,  and  since  Greg 
Toro’s  leaving,  someone  needs  to 
step  up  and  keep  the  insanity 
flowing.  I'll  end  this  here  and  be 
uncharacteristically  brief  and 
sincere,  as  I  wish  my  fellow 
classmates  the  best  of  luck  in 
whatever  you  decide  to  pursue  in 
the  years  to  come.  We’ve  made  it, 
ladies  and  gentlemen! 

■  -  Erin 
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CONGRATULATIONS  TO 
ALISON 
AND  THE 
CLASS  OF  2002 
FROM  THE  DAMASKOS 
FAMIFY 


fjuiujuuia! 

l/Ue^ie  da  pAjaudl  of  ifjau!  We 
widluf&u  the  eve/ujMwify 

cd  QbesiLUi. 


Jlaue,  Mom,  2>aJ  gmA  McUa 

Congratulations  Letitia! 

You  did  very  well! 

Keep  up  the  good  work  and 
don’t  follow  trouble 
and  you  will  get  very  far  in  life! 

Pursue  your  dreams! 

With  love,  your  parents  &  Rye 
and  Tee! 


Congratulations 
Leighanne  Celeste  Gallington 
on  a  job  well  done! 

With  love  from  all  of  us 

Mom,  Dad,  Raleigh,  and  Jeremiah 
Grandma,  Beaver,  and  Upstart 
Uncle  Chuck,  Aunt  Robin,  Hayley,  and  Rudy 
Aunt  Diane,  Uncle  Robert,  Joe  Lauren, 
and  Jessie 

Uncle  Jerry  and,  Aunt  Carlisse 
Aunt  Vikki,  Evan,  and  Morgan 


Congratulations ;  Jen!!! 
We  are  so  proud  of 
you!!  Love  Mom ,  Dad, 
Robert,  Kristen  and 
Buddy 


Kimberly, 

Congratulations  on  six  years 
of  hard  work.  We  are  so 
proud  of  you. 

Fove,  Mom,  Dad,  Tisha 
&  Jackie 

To  our  daughter 
Michelle: 

Congratulations.  From  BLSto 
Harvard,  you  are  making  us  Proud. 

-  Aris  &  Marie-Therese  Metallidis 


^|ION 


Things  Lost  ...  And  Found 


Good  grades  (I  had  honor  roll  before) 

My  favorite  black  bra,  at  the  Fashion/Talent  Show 
Love  for  learning.  My  common  sense 
My  sanity,  TI-83,  Emotional  stability 
My  lucky  pink  shorts,  in  the  girls  locker  room 
My  sense  of  responsibility.  Sleep,  Time 
A  social  life.  The  ability  to  care,  My  purple  lock 
My  Guess  watch,  while  rushing  to  catch  the  #9  in  the  morning 
Respect  for  authority,  Fishing  wire  and  duct  tape 
Patience,  All  hope.  Two  Timex  watches 
My  Mountain-Climbed  T-shirt,  One  lunch  to  rats 
Money,  Banks,  Twenty  pounds,  My  identity  (temporarily) 
Eight  dollars  (for  the  cab  ride  to  school  so  that  I  wouldn’t  be 
censured  for  missing  Tardy  Detention) 

My  mind.  My  dignity,  My  Afro  wig  (No  joke!!) 

Some  of  my  best  friends,  Respect  for  authority 
My  sweatshirt,  Common  sense,  My  marbles 
My  retainers,  My  virginity  (Just  kidding.) 

Umbrella,  Friends,  Calculator 

Two  umbrellas  and  countless  writing  paraphernalia 

My  heart  and  soul 


A  trusting  relationship  with  Mrs.  Bagwell 
Yellow  sunglasses,  Friends,  A  pineapple 
Books,  4  pens  for  every  1  lost 

Teachers  who  are  wonderful  as  educators  and  as  people 

A  bunch  of  dusty  pens  on  the  floor,  Rats 

The  flying  purple  monkeys,  Nina  Roma-Agvarian 

Great  friends,  A  doorknob,  The  way  out 

Other  people’s  marbles  that  looked  like  mine 

A  shiny  penny,  Funny  smells 

A  sense  of  belonging.  Thy,  Hell,  Unhappiness 

Dyslexia,  A  cat-sized-rat  out  near  the  dumpster 

Dead  chicken  and  a  rat.  Lots  of  supportive  friends 

Who  1  am,  This  pen,  My  boyfriend 

Some  of  my  best  friends.  The  gloriousness  of  open  sky 

That  going  to  the  beach  after  school  can  restore  your  ch’i 

Toe  rings,  Racism,  Sexism,  Awesome  friends 

Improved  speech  habits,  Strength  and  courage 

Socks  in  my  locker,  unbelievable  friends 


Wish  I  had  ... 


Met  “the  crew”  earlier. .  .Where  were  y’all  all  my  life???,  Gone  to  class  more  often.  Nope  did  it  all.  Worked  harder.  Gotten 
into  Cornell  and  NYU,  Taken  more  advantage  of  the  empty  rooms  in  ninth  grade  after  school,  Played  a  sport,  Seen  Jen 
Orthman,  Done  better  in  Latin  AP,  Done  well  every  year,  Kept  good  grades,  Talked  to  more  people, 

Put  more  effort  into  school,  Gone  to  Cancun,  Mexico,  More  sleep.  Actually  learned  something,  A  watermelon! 

Gone  to  D.C.,  Taken  more  APs,  Taken  more  risks.  Been  more  social.  Magical  powers,  Left  a  year  earlier,  A  pony! 

Gone  to  the  semi  and  the  junior  prom,  Seen  Jen  Orthman ’s  ears.  Stopped  coming  to  school  after  I  got  into  college 
Studied  more,  Met  people  earlier,  Joined  Gospel  Choir,  Tried  to  get  good  grades,  Applied  to  Oxford,  Slept  more. 

Found  the  fourth  floor  pool,  Done  better  in  school.  Not  taken  six  years  of  Latin,  Left  a  long  time  ago,  Learned  to  drive. 
Made  more  people  worship  me,  Gone  to  North  Quincy  High,  A  night  with  Song  Seung  Hun  and  Jang  Hyuk, 

Been  with  more  men.  Worked  to  get  more  scholarships,  Explored  the  renovations  more.  Stopped  caring  sooner, 

Gotten  to  take  writing  and  gotten  good  teachers  (so  my  hard  work  would  actually  mean  good  grades). 

Managed  my  time  better.  Done  improv.  Run  around  naked  just  for  kicks.  Done  Yearbook,  Taken  calculus, 

Partied  more.  Escaped  while  I  had  a  chance,  Cheated  and  been  on  NHS,  Started  wrestling  sixie  year,  Met  a  girl. 

More  time,  More  money,  A  donut,  Taken  photography,  Tried  out  for  baseball.  More  time  to  spend  time  with  my  friends, 
Not  taken  Government  AP,  A  shrink.  Stayed  away,  Played  football.  Done  more  stuff.  Been  me  all  along, 

Done  Public  Declamation,  Known  EVERYONE  in  my  class,  Stood  up  to  the  administration  more.  Left  five  years  ago. 

Not  gone  to  this  school,  Gotten  more  involved.  Not  worked  so  hard  and  had  more  fun,  A  Gameboy  or  something. 

Realized  that  I  was  a  dork  and  ditz  sooner.  Done  what  I  was  capable  of.  Good  teachers  for  most  of  my  classes, 

Done  my  homework,  Cut  school  before  senior  year  had  started.  Gotten  more  involved  with  school  activities  earlier,  „ 
Paid  more  attention  in  German  class  BEFORE  I  decided  to  live  there  for  a  year,  Worked  for  Distinction  at  least  once  Tried, 
for  Public  Dec.,  Worked  up  the  courage  to  ask  out  Lisa  loannilli.  Participated  in  an  activity  I  really  believed  in. 

More  comfortable  chairs  to  sleep  in.  Worried  less  about  consequences,  Taken  that  cookie  when  no  one  was  looking, 

Gone  to  more  student  events,  (i.e.  the  student  council  dance,  the  plays,  the  Thanksgiving  football  game), 

Discovered  the  meaning  of  life  sooner 

...  And  Wish  I  Hadn’t 


Gone  out  to  the  Chinese  truck  in  10th  grade.  Felt  like  I  had  to  humble  myself  to  satiate  certain  teachers.  No  regrets! 

Eaten  school  lunch;  that  [expletive  deleted]  is  too  expensive  for  something  so  nasty.  Been  so  social  during  school  hours, 
Learned  the  art  of  procrastination  and  laziness,  Slacked  off,  Listened  to  rumors,  Been  three  hours  late  two  days  in  a  row. 
Been  called  a  prima  donna  by  Ms.  Russell  in  eighth  grade,  Done  so  badly  in  Latin  AP,  Missed  31  days  junior  year. 

Said  how  I  really  felt,  Stressed  and  worried.  Taken  Economics  AP  senior  year,  Been  such  a  procrastinator.  Taken  Statistics, 
Taken  French  AP,  Alienated  some  of  my  friends.  Held  myself  back.  Gotten  caught  copying  homework  and  gotten  censured. 
Worked  so  hard  in  seventh  and  eighth  grade.  Been  silent.  Screwed  up  so  often.  Done  bad  in  school  sophomore  year. 
Started  listening  to  rap.  Gotten  dressed  to  come  to  school.  Taken  Facing  History,  Gotten  myself  kicked  out  of  the  library, 
Had  a  giant  cyst  on  my  neck  during  junior  prom.  Been  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  road.  Suffered,  Taken  Modern  Euro  AP, 
Wasted  time  during  eighth  grade.  Taken  Chemistry  and  Art  AP,  Done  this  poll  so  quickly  so  that  1  could  have  been  funny. 
Taken  Chemistry  II  and  Economics  AP,  Created  so  much  stress,  Taken  math  senior  year.  Left  school  so  much. 

Gone  here.  Just  kidding  —  stayed  awake  so  much.  Screwed  up  my  junior  year,  Taken  Greek,  Screwed  around. 

Taken  the  #20  bus.  Stayed  here,  Eaten  all  those  burritos.  Cared  so  much  about  the  little  stuff,  Complained  all  the  time. 
Fallen  backwards  down  the  stairs  on  the  bus.  Taken  four  APs  during  senior  year.  Read  the  Register ,  Come  here. 

Stressed  too  much.  Come  at  all.  Woken  up  today.  Taken  Greek  Tradition,  Gone  out  with  certain  people,  Wasted  cut  days, 
Cared  what  people  thought  about  me  here  (who  the  [expletive  deleted]  are  they  anyway),  Taken  Bio  II,  Been  so  shy, 
Slacked  off  so  much,  Tried  to  be  someone  else.  Been  so  submissive  to  the  authoritarians.  Cared  what  anyone  thinks  of  me. 
Stayed  for  six  years.  Talked  about  color  guard  so  much.  Gotten  caught.  Been  such  a  good  friend.  Taken  AP  U.S.  History, 
Let  junior  year  get  the  best  of  me,  Come  here  in  the  first  place.  Eaten  the  sandwich  I  found  on  the  stairs.  Taken  AP  Art, 
Gotten  into  so  much  crap  in  the  ninth  grade.  Been  so  assuming.  Worked  so  much.  Wasted  the  past  six  years  of  my  life, 
Fallen  down  so  many  stairs  at  Latin  in  my  six  years.  Been  an  editor  for  the  yearbook  (someone’s  not  bitter,  no  no.). 
Waited  until  senior  year  to  discover  the  true  meaning  of  life 


If  you  could  have  an  assembly  on  any  topic, 
what  would  it  be? 

7% 


3  a*, 


How  many  times  have  you  been  stopped  by  Ms.  Barbara? 

6%  Never 


6% 

Once.. .and 


33* 

Every 


21* 

More  times 
I  can  count' 
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BRAVO,  KARA,  BRAVO!!! 


WE  ARE  SO  VERY  PROUD!!! 

LOVE, 

MADRE,  PADRE,  KATIE 

And  MATILDA 

Congratulations  April ! 
You  did  it 

Love,  Mom,  Dad,  Aly 
&  Amanda 

Congratulations  Julie!  We  are  very  proud 
of  you  and  hope 

All  your  dreams  come  true.  You  will 
always  be  our  shining  Star. 

Good  luck  at  St.  Anselm. 

Love,  Mom,  Dad,  Jennie  and  Joey. 

This  is  one  of  the  proudest 
moments  a  parent  can  experience 
Watching  their  child  grow  from 
infancy  to  adulthood 
Congratulations  2002  class!!! 

-  f3eonice  Philip 

Uly  precious  Laura  - 

I’m  afraid  this  just  isn’t  enough  space  to  tell  you 
how  UERY  PROUD  1  am  of  you  approach  this  extremely  special 
day  in  your  life.  Graduating  from  Boston  Latin  -  admired  & 
respected  by  your  teachers,  much  loued  &  cherished  by  deuoted 
friends,  top  ranking,  high  performing  -  what  parent  could  ask 
for  more!  This  is  a  Great  achievement,  which  you  accomplished 
through  dedication  and  the  high  standards  YOU  set  for  yourself. 

1  applaud  you  -  1  am  SO  UERY  PROUD  of  you  and  all  you  have 
succeeded  in  these  past  six  years! 

1  Loue  You,  IRom 

To  Heidi  &  Kenny  &  Adrian 
of  Class  2002: 

"Knowledge  is  a  treasure  and  life  is 
made  richer  by  it." 
Congratulations  on  your  graduation. 
Wishing  you  a  world 

Of  wonderful  opportunities  and 
great  success ! 

Connie, 

9t'n  oil  olteod  of  ipou,  Koty  '99 
Tile'll  oUueupi  be  behind  you, 
MenedUtli,  '05;  Annie,  '07 

T/Ue  love  you 

Congratulations  Sian-Pierre. 

May  you  inner  radiance  continue  to  light 
up  the  lives  of  all  those  you  encounter 
through 
your  future. 

Love  Mummy  &  Gabriel 

CONGRATULATIONS  NATALIA 
YOU  MADE  IT. 

BEST  WISHES 

IN  YOUR  YEARS  AHEAD 

WE  LOVE  YOU  ALWAYS. 

MOM,  DAD,  DAVID  &  GRANDMA 

Elizabeth  McDonnell 
Congratulations 
on  a  Job  Well  Done 

Best  of  Luck  in  the  Future! 
Love,  Mom,  Dad,  Jill  and 
Jonathan 

CONGRATULATIONS, 

KERIH 

BEST  WISHES  LOVE, 

COUSINS:  AUNTS  &  UNCLES: 

Erica  Frank 

Kevin  Judy 

Ryan  ’00  Pat 

Frankie  Dan 

Kathleen  Joe 

Melissa  Diane 

Nathan  Bob 

Andrew  ’04  Marion 

Tory  Pompeo 

Dena  Linda 

Lauren  Brian 

Jennifer  ’07  Cathy 

Katie  Tony 

Anthony  Carol 

Kevin  Kim 

Michael  Kevin 

Brittany  and  . . . 

Zakery  Nana 

Emma 

Kaleigh 

rm  mm  eobq 
mmmm$  mm  ymmmm  mm 

m  mm  mmm 

WET  BE,  V/EBW  PROUD  m  WO)UA 
LOVE,  MOM,  DAO,  C  DAVE 

We  will  miss  our 

Seniors . Lindsey,  Liz  and  Julie 

. reach  for  the  moon  and  if  you 

miss,  you  will  still 
be  among  the  stars . 

The  Boston  Latin  Girls'  Varsity 
Hockey  Team 

Division  I  State  Champions  2002 

Natia,  1  am  very  proud  of  you. 

1  wish  you  continued 
success  in  your  juture  endeavors. 

You  can  accomplish 
whatever  you  set  your  mind  out  to  do. 

% eep  your  head  up 
and  keep  moving  jorward. 
rf  ike  no  wooden  nickels. 

Love  'Mom! 

Congratulations  and 

Happy  Birthday  Lindsey! 

We  are  so  very  proud  of  your 
accomplishments - 
Love ,  mom  and  Dad 

TCatie, 

natutatien& 

Tile  one  aid  do  fmoud  0^  you!! 

(food  Luck  next  yean*. 

Worn,  dad,  and  (Zanoiine 

/QEY 

ray  light  up  our  levee 

C  OH  CRATULATI  OHS,  WE  LOVE  YOU 
MOM,y  DAD  0  OEM  *99 

Atom  *96  0  SEYM 

RMDY  *9$  0  MICHELLE 

To  Heather, 

Good  Job! 

Measure  your  work  with  a 
generous  portion  of  fun  to 
continue  your  success. 

Always  with  love  and  pride. 

Dad 

Congratulations  Tia  Brown! 

Go  Girl,  but  remember: 

Home  is  where  the  heart  is; 

Boston  is  your  home. 
-Anonymous 

Alexandra, 

Les  felicitations 

Stir  votre  remise  des  diplomes 

Et  sur  un  travail  extremement  bienfait. 
La  bonne  chance  a  McGill. 

Nous  vous  aimons,  Votre  famille. 

Jen, 

Congratulations  for 
a  job  well  done. 

Keep  it  up!!!  Enjoy  college  life! 
LOVE,  Mom  and  Jason 
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Bear  Afleshfl, 

Best  wishes  m,y  graduativcc)  child  of 
2.002..  As  your  parents  we  are  Always 
very  prou.d  of  you t. 

c^od  Bless  you. 

Love, 

Mom,  Ai/vd  Lad 

Congratulations 

Deanna 

Love ,  Dad  &  Mom 

Sweet  Caroline, 

What  a  beautiful  person  you’ve  become! 
We  are  so  proud  of  you.  You  will  make 

A  difference  in  this  world. 

Keep  your  goodness  as 

The  guide  for  all  your  decisions. 

You  will  accomplish  greatness. 

We  love  you, 

Mom  &  Dad 

To  y.  fi. 

Take  me  with  you 
to  URIH 

VIOLET 

Congratulations!'1  We’re  very 
proud  of  you  and  love  you, 
you’re  a  great  kid! 

Love  Mom,  Dai  and 
Stephanie 

fnyoy 

Reitaetofcer  +o  be  ^oo d 
To  yoorselve* 

Mr.  A 

Congratulations 
Janice  Hill 

You  make  us  proud. 
Mom,  Dad,  Paige 
and  Emily 

AracLrea 

Love  TVLoxxx  LhcX 
L/LicLele, 

iJoseplx  Raohel  and 
iJulle 

Cmgmtufatiom  to  Afimn 
Umgoniban 

We  love  you 

Fnom 

Vad,  Mom,  and  Ckamaine 

Patrick  #8 

Dream  big  ...  remain  open, 

Flexible  and  curious. 

Love  always, 

Ma,  Dad,  John,  Katie  and  Elizabeth 

Congratulations 

Michael 

Ana  the  class  of 2002 
Love  Dad,  Mom ,  Tim , 
and  Liz 

Heather, 

Congratulations!  I’m  proud  of  you 
For  making  it  so  far.  1  hope  your 
College  years  are  great.  1  will  miss 
You.  Have  fun  at  college. 

Love  always, 

Kimmie 

We  would  like  to  thank 

All  the  teachers  and  friends  from 

The  Nathan  Hale,  William  Monroe  Trotter 
And  James  Hennigan  Elementary  Schools, 
The  Martin  Luther  King  Middle  School,  and 
The  Boston  Latin  School  for 
Contributing  to  the  education  of  our  daughter 
Megan  Frary  Fountain. 

Peggy  Wiesenberg  and  Rod  Fountain 

Congratulations  Wenzl! 

Love  Mom,  Dad  &  Nick 
“I’ve  got  to  hand  it  to  you,  kid, 
you  were  pretty  good  out  there.” 
HAN  SOLO 

AIMEE, 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
WE  LOVE  YOU! 
MOM,  DAD,  DAN,  JAMES 

This  hsdeousfy  tacky  and  embarrassing 

CONGfLATDLATfONi 

Message  for 
.Nathaniel  Koven  G2 

Is  sent  vyith  love  by  Mom,  Dad,  Veronica 
and  Josiah 

“For  it  is,  it  is  a  glorious  thing...” 

Congratulations 

Yongda. 

A  bright  future  is  ahead 
of  you.  Go  for  it. 

Heather, 

It’s  been  a  long  road,  bumpy  at  times, 
But  vou  made  it.  1  am  so  croud  of  vou. 
You  are  about  to  embark  on  this  great 
Adventure  going  off  to  college, 
so  remember, 

The  best  way  to  predict  your  future  is  to 
Create  it  and  most  of  all  enjoy  it.  1  love 
You  with  all  my  heart. 

Mom 

Congratulations  Erin  Reynolds. 

I  can’t  believe  that  four  years 
have  flown  by  so  fast.  We  are  so 
proud  of  you. 

Love,  Mom,  Dad  +  Megan 

SARAH 
LARSON 
OUR  Queen! 

'Eric,  congratufations  on  siy  tong  years 
oj  hard zvor/fand perseverance  at 
l Boston  Latin  ScfiooC.  It  fias  paid  off 
zvitfi  Approbation,  varsity  foctfey, 
varsity  base6ad,  and  sent  you  on  Jour 
zvay  to  college.  Jou  epitomize  tfie 
zvords  fffRJE'NE)  LLhfp 
'rELVMMfLTE;  zve're  proud  to  cad 
you  our  son  and  brother. 

Love, 

Ead,  Mom,  and  Macayla 

VVAJIHA! ! 

you  did  It!  we're  so  prou.d  of  you.! 
Loi^gratulatlous  Arvd  good  luck  lu 
everything  you  do! 

Love, 

Mom,  r^fld,  Merfl,  B,  And J 

Congratulations  to  the 
senior 

'wild  thing’  gang  with 
special  love 
to  Joanna! 

June  2002 
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bear  Liz: 

You  have  so  Many  9if*s  to  share  with 
The  Wor(<j  your  Loving  hear\ ,  you r 
strong  beautiful  spirit,  you r  future 
Filled  w  1th  poslt>Hltles  and  promise* 
We  are  very  proud  of  you. 
Congratulation*. 

\/lto  ^  Miriam  Calderon 

The  (Kenyons  thank  (Boston 
Latin  School  and  we  wish  Lisa 
and  the  cfass  of  2002  great 
success  at  their  next 
chadenges!! 

Adrian  and  Kenny  - 
Congratulations!  Keep  up  the  good 
work.  Good  luck  in  college.  You’ve 
been  so  good  to  Heidi.  Thank  you 
for  always  driving  her  home. 

Love, 

Heidi’s  Mommy  and  Daddy 

Congratulations  Katy! 
We  are  so  proud  of  you! 

Good  Luck  at  B.C.  - 
We  know  you'll  Love  it! 
Love,  Mom  and  Dad 

Dear  Chelsea, 

Always  have  that  spirit  of 
adventure.  Bend  the  conventional 
...  but  not  too  far. 

Enjoy  life  above  all  -  with 
that,  success  will  always  be 
yours . 

Love,  Mom  and  Ruben 

We  love  you,  we  believe  in  you, 
we  trust  your  instincts.  The  S  in 
Stephanie  also  stands  for 
success. 

We  love  you. 

Grandma  Vicky  and 

Grandpa  Lloyd 

To  “Mima”  Steph  from  her 
“Booful”  Baby  Girl 

You  are  so  special  to  me.  I 
will  be  with  you  always. 

Love  you  and  God  bless  you, 
Javima  Victoria  White 

Congratulations! 

Six  years  at  BLS  haven 't  yet  quenched  your 
indomitable  spirit  or  wry  sense  of  humor.  You 
have  been  a  wonderful  Forum  Editor.  Thanks 
for  being  such  a  great  mentor  and  friend.  I  wish 
you  the  best  of  luck  at  Wellesley  and  in  life. 
Keep  in  touch,  ok? 

Go  Mimi! 

Love  *  Hana  * 

( _ onqrotulations  Coleman! 

Aou  are  a  wonderfiA  son  and  cjrandson. 

We  are  verq  proud  of  vjou. 

Cuod  Mess  Aou 

Aour  sifters,  ClTreta  and  JZaura,  send 
sal utat ions,  love,  and  congratulations  tool 
Lave, 

IVlom,  Dad  and  fTVana 

Good  job,  Gissel!  Remember 
this  is  just  the  beginning  of 
your  academic  and 
intellectual  development. 
Keep  going,  you  will  succeed. 

We  love  you,  Morales  Family. 

Heidi  - 

Congratulations  sweetheart! 
We’re  so  proud  of  you.  Keep  up 
the  good  work. 

Love,  Mommy  and  Daddy 

Congratulations,  Emily! 

Now  it’s  your  time  to  reach  for 
the  stars.  Have  an  amazing 
journey. 

With  love,  joy,  and  pride, 
Mom,  Dad,  and  Sam 

FSicidades 

W  wish  tjou  ^cjrrat  success 
and  a  brilliant  JuturB. 

JZove,  Jrom  IVlom 

CONGRATULATIONS,  ALEC! 

“WE  KNEW  YOU  COULD  DO  IT’ 
...  proud  of  your  achievements, 
much  love  and  good  luck  in  our 
future! 

Ina  and  Mom 

CONGRATULATIONS 

And  Best  Wishes  to  the  Class  of 

2002 

From  the 

BLS  School  Spirit  Organization 

Congratulations  Jenn! 

We  are  very  proud  of  you! 
Good  luck  at  BC. 

Love, 

Dad,  Mom,  and  Erin 

Congratulations  Alexi 
We  love  you... 
Mom,  Dad,  and  Andrea 

Sirad,  Congratulations  on  your 
Graduation  from  BLS.  Remember 

The  sky  is  tfoe  limit.  Go  for  it! 

We  love  you, 

Mon  and  Dad 

Congratulations 

ORLA 

We  love  you! 

The  "M"  Street  Clan 

Way  to  go  (Matt  (Ryan! 
We're  very  jproud  of  you! 
Congratufations! 

Love , 

(Mom,  (Dad,  and  (Dan 

Arianne,  6  years  of  hard  work  has  finally  paid 

off. 

Saying  goodbye  to  BLS  will  be  hard. 

But  exciting  times  lie  ahead  at  BU! 
Congratulations...We  love  you 

Dad ,  Mom,  Jacque,  and  TJ 

Congratulations  Shaynel  Grrffth! 

1  am  proud  of  your 
accomplishments. 

May  you  have  continued  success. 
Your  Grandmother 

Mildred  B.  Griffith 

Emily ,  we  are  extremely 
Proud  of  you,  your  hard 

Work ,  perseverance  and 
Dedication.  Love  you! 

Mom  and  Dad 

Qonxyial^dxMonA,,  Amanda! 
l/Ue'nc  do  pAoud  of  you 

Lone  Mom  and  Lb  ad,  Anna,  Emily, 
and 

Pivtliday,  Padco,  Cocoa,  and  Pandit 
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You  made  it,  Matt  -  congratulations  on 
graduating  from  BLS!  After  six  years  here,  you 
can  make  it  through  anything.  You  never  stop 
surprising  me.  Thanks  for  listening,  for  making 
time  for  me,  for  ...  well,  everything.  Hope 
you  ’re  happy  at  RIT  and  that  you  succeed  in  all 
future  endeavors.  My  heart  goes  with  you. 

Congratulations ... 

You  have  managed  to  reach  the 
next  step  on  the  ladder  of  success. 

LOOK  OUT  TUFTS!!! 

God  bless  you,  Stephie. 

Love,  Mom,  Dad,  and  Maine 

A  star  was  born  on  December  26, 
1984.  Keep  your  light  shining  as 
you  keep  your  dreams  alive.  Don’t 
stop,  Stephanie,  it’s  time  to 
accomplish  your  next  dream. 

Congratulations,  Stephanie. 

From  friends  and  family  in  Costa 
Rica 

Congratulations  Lisa! 
We  love  you , 

Mom ,  Dad ,  Julie, 
Peter  +  Steve. 

RACHEL  CARIE  WEIN 
-  CONGRATULATIONS!  ~ 

All  of  your  hard  work  and  perseverance 
has  been  rewarded. 

We  are  so  proud  of  you! 

Love, 

Mom  and  Dad 

Wimpy, 

We  knew  you  could  do  it!! 

Love  Old  Man  and  the  Sea, 
B’nons  and  Woob 

To  the  graduating  class  of  2002, 

The  sixie  Cluster  C  wishes  you  all  the 
best  in  your  future  endeavors.  It  seems  like  it 
will  take  us  forever  to  be  where  you  are  today, 
but  we  know  our  day  will  come  too. 
Congratulations. 

Homerooms:  226,  227,  228,  229  and  230. 

Ale^candAa, 

you  one.  tlte  tu tltcd  dweamA, 
one.  made  oj. 

Jfave, 

Jl/lotlt&i  and  2>ad 

Way  to  go  Joe! 
Hlioays  get  that 
first  pitch  in  for  a 
strike. 

COnGRRTUlflTIOnS 

DEI1ISE 

LOUE 

mom,  dad  +  beriiie 

Congratulations 

Adam  F. ! 

We  are  proud  of  you ! 
Love,  Mom,  Dad, 
and  Joe 

Congratulations  Coleman!!! 

You  are  a  wonderful  son  and 
grandson.  We  are  very  proud  of  you. 

God  Bless  you.  Your  sisters,  Greta 
and  Laura  send  salutations,  love  and 
congratulations  too!!! 

Love,  XOX 

Mum,  Dad  and  Nana 

FREE  AT  LAST 

FREE  AT  LAST 

ALEXANDRA  JACLYN  ZALTMAN 
Momma  -  Carol  Trust 

Dad  -  Barry  Zaltman 

Jenny  B. 

Congratulations 

UUe  are  so  proud  of  you 
lllom  +  Dad 

CONGRATULATIONS  STEPHANIE 
ON  A  WONDERFUL  ACHIEVEMENT. 
MAY  GOD  CONTINUE  TO  BE 
WITH  YOU. 

LOVE,  YOUR  MOTHER,  BROTHERS 
&  SISTERS  AND  YOUR  RELATIVES. 

Congratulations 
Richard  Scaramozza 
Good  Luck  at 
Northeastern 

Love 

Mom  Dad  and  Jessica 

“Turn  around  and  you’re  two, 
turn  around  and  you’re  four, 
turn  around  and  you’re  a  young  lass 
going  out  of  our  door.” 
Congratulations,  Laura! 

We’re  proud  of  you  and  wish  you  the  best  at 
B.C. 

Love, 

Mom,  Dad,  John,  Liz  &  Juli 

Congratulations,  Kate 
We  love  you  and  are  proud 
of  you  today  and  always. 
Love, 

Mom,  Dad,  Aimee,  Jon 
(Maggie,  too) 

Dear  Jen  - 

Congratulations  on  your  Graduation 
and  six  great  years  at  BLS!!  We're  so 
proud  of  you! 

Love  Always, 

Mom,  Dad  +  Eric 

XXOO 

Congratulations 

Josh  Michel 

Class  of  2002 

From 

the  Michel/Bell  family 

Matt  "The  Eggplant" 

Chan — 

Congratulations  and 
Best  Wishes  on  your 
future. 

Love,  Mom,  Dad, 
Michael,  and  Steph 

Ken  A me  * 

Congratulations! 

We  love  you  and  wish  you  happiness  and 
success  at  (/MAS  Amherst, 

Love  Mom  Dad,  Krista  +  Johnny 

Burgess, 

Congratulations!  We  are  very 
proud  of  you. 

Love  M  &  D  &  Connie 

cjVa tnlafutan^  f&  Ji^uCtj  and 

U  all  (he  (&la$$  &f 

June  2002 


-  Arts  &  Entertainment  - 

Memoirs  of  a  Public  Declaimer 


By  Tasha  Ramanayake,  III 

Staff  Writer 

Public  Declamation.  By 
this  point,  every  student  in  BLS 
has  seen  it,  and  a  number  have  had 
their  English  teachers  urge  them  to 
try  out  for  it.  But  fewer  still  actu¬ 
ally  listen  to  them  and  go  on  to  be¬ 
come  a  regular  public  declaimer. 
Indeed,  there  are  a  select  few  who 
have  made  quite  a  career  of  it  dur¬ 
ing  their  time  here. 

Liz  Johnson  (I)  has  been 
doing  public  declamation  since  the 
beginning  of  time  (or  at  least  since 
my  first  year  here).  That  first-term 
public  declamation  four  years  ago, 
when  she  declaimed  “The  Lady  of 
Shallott,”  was  the  first  of  Liz’s 
many  appearances  on  the  public 


declamation  stage. 

Like  most  sixies,  she  was 
encouraged  by  Ms.  Shevlin  to  try 
out  for  public  declamation  in  her 
first  year  here.  Unlike  most  sixies, 
she  actually  listened.  (Just  imag¬ 
ine  how  many  great  declaimers 
this  school  would  have  if  they  had 
only  listened  to  their  sixie  English 
teachers!)  The  first  time  she  tried 
out,  she  didn’t  get  past  the  prelimi¬ 
naries. 

It  would  be  two  years 
before  Liz  tried  out  for  public  dec¬ 
lamation  again.  In  the  first  term  of 
her  ninth  grade  year,  Liz  tried  out 
and  got  in.  I  remember  watching 
Liz  up  on  that  stage,  and  desper¬ 
ately  wishing  to  become  nearly 
half  as  good  as  she  was.  She  at¬ 
tributes  her  talent  in  declaiming  to 


the  fact  that  she  has  had  acting  ex¬ 
perience  prior  to  entering  BLS.  but 
I  will  always  think  that  she  has 
magical  declaiming  powers.  That’s 
probably  why  she  has  continued  to 
participate  in  Public  Declamation 
ever  since  and  even  gone  on  to 
Prize  Declamation. 

According  to  Liz,  there 
are  two  kinds  of  declaimers — 
those  who  perform  speeches  and 
monologues,  and  “regular”  de¬ 
claimers  and  actors.  She  identifies 
herself  as  an  actor,  but  admits  that 
declamation  is  not  the  same.  “In  a 
play  there  are  people  besides  your¬ 
self  to  support  the  world  you  cre¬ 
ate  together,  but  while  declaiming 
you  must  create  the  world  and  hold 
it  up  all  by  yourself.”  Sounds  scary, 
doesn’t  it? 

This  is  where  the  age  fac¬ 
tor  comes  in.  If  you  have  noticed, 
the  number  of  upperclassmen  out¬ 
weighs  the  number  of  underclass¬ 
men  (and  women  too!)  in  public 
declamation.  Liz  attributes  this  to 
the  fact  that  as  you  grow  older,  you 
also  grow  into  the  ability  to  “own 
space,”  and  take  possession  of  the 
stage.  Once  you  possess  the  stage, 
you  will  be  better  able  to  hold  up 
the  world  that  you  create  in  your 
piece.  Also,  it  is  definitely  terrify¬ 
ing  to  declaim  in  front  of  people 
older  than  yourself,  whereas  “se¬ 
niors  aren’t  intimidated  by  any¬ 
one!” 


There  are  people  who 
wonder  why  people  are  crazy 
enough  to  want  to  declaim  in  front 
of  an  entire  grade.  While  most  de¬ 
claimers  just  enjoy  declaiming, 
there  is  the  added  bonus  of  Prize 
Declamation.  During  each  Public 

“In  a  play  there 

ARE  PEOPLE  BESIDES 
YOURSELF  TO 
SUPPORT  THE  WORLD 
YOU  CREATE 
TOGETHER,  BUT 
WHILE  DECLAIMING 
YOU  MUST  CREATE 
THE  WORLD  AND 
HOLD  IT  UP  ALL  BY 
YOURSELF.” 

Declamation,  the  declaimers  are 
given  a  score  by  a  panel  of  three 
judges.  To  be  eligible  for  Prize 
Declamation,  a  declaimer  must 
have  done  Public  Declamation 
three  out  of  four  times  in  a  year, 
and  be  one  of  the  top  three  scorers 
in  his/her  class.  There  are  no  rules 
as  to  what  piece  the  declaimer  will 


choose  for  Prize  Declamation,  so 
there  is  always  the  option  of  “re¬ 
cycling”  pieces.  On  the  annual 
Alumni  Day,  the  people  who  meet 
these  requirements  declaim  in 
front  of  the  returning  alums,  as 
well  as  Class  I  and  Class  II.  They 
are  judged  by  a  panel  of  alumni, 
and  the  top  scorer  (if  she  is  a  se¬ 
nior)  receives  a  cash  prize. 

This  year,  senior  Michelle 
Whitaker  took  first  place  in  Prize 
Declamation  with  an  excerpt  from 
Moises  Kaufman’s  “The  Laramie 
Project,”  a  play  about  the  murder 
of  a  gay  college  student  Matthew 
Shepard.  Michelle’s  piece  was  ob¬ 
viously  a  stretch  from  the  tradi¬ 
tional  Aeneid,  Medea,  and 
Shakespearean  pieces,  and  it  was 
anything  but  conservative.  Al¬ 
though  two  of  the  alumni  judges  I 
spoke  to,  Mark  C.  Michalowski 
(’77)  and  Melvin  B.  Miller  (’52), 
displayed  a  preference  to  the  more 
classical  pieces,  they  and  the  rest 
of  the  alumni  judges  are  to  be  ap¬ 
plauded  forjudging  Michelle  for 
her  outstanding  performance,  de¬ 
spite  any  reservations  they  may 
have  held.  Michelle’s  declamation 
is  paving  the  way  for  more  liberal 
pieces  to  be  introduced  to  public 
declamation,  and  her  legacy,  as 
well  as  Liz’s,  will  hopefully  inspire 
some  of  you  closet  declaimers  to 
come  out  and  continue  the  tradi¬ 
tion  of  Public  Declamation. 


LIZ  JOHNSON  WOWS  THE  JUDGES  AT  PRIZE  DECLAMATION. 


That’s  a  wrap:  Drama  Club  farewell 


HARDCORE  "TV"  REHEARSAL. 


By  Adam  Finelli,  I 

Contributing  VVritf.r 

It  has  been  quite  a  year 
for  the  BLS  Drama  Club.  Between 
a  new  faculty,  a  musical,  and  more 
members  joining  than  in  any  other 
Drama  Club  “season,”  the  year 
brought  fresh  and  exciting  mate¬ 
rial  to  the  stage.  Everyone  who  was 
involved  with  a  production  this 
year  should  be  very  proud  of  the 
work  they  have  done  and  hopefully 
had  great  experiences  along  the 
way.  The  very  first  people  that 
should  be  thanked  for  this  success¬ 
ful  year  are  the  parents,  audience 
members,  and  supporters  of  the 
BLS  Drama  Club,  and  all  other  arts 
at  BLS.  Thank  you  for  showing 
up  and  bearing  witness  to  the  hard 
work  that  we  put  into  these  shows. 

In  the  traditional  pattern, 
we  put  on  three  Center  Stage  Pro¬ 
ductions  this  year.  In  the  fall, 
Elizabeth  Johnson  (I)  directed  an 
incredibly  diverse  cast  and  crew 
who,  recreated  Kaufman  &  Hart's 
“You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You”  in 
the  cumbersome  yet  somehow 
loveable  Black  Box  Theater.  This 
was  Liz’s  first  project  with  the 
BLS  Center  Stage  Productions 
since  “WASP”  ( 1999).  Liz,  her 
cast,  and  her  crew  all  did  a  great 
job  of  putting  on  an  extremely  en¬ 
tertaining  show  that  also  intro¬ 
duced  many  new  and  talented 
members  to  the  club. 

In  the  winter,  the  cast  and 
crew  of  “T.V.,”  led  by  Jack  Ferris 
(1)  and  Adam  Finelli  (I)  under  the 
tutelage  of  John  Baker,  ‘00,  took 
Jean-Claude  van  Itallie’s  “T.V.”  to 


the  annual  Massachusetts  High 
School  Drama  Guild  One-Act  Play 
Festival  where  they  made  it  to  the 
semi-final  round,  representing  one 
out  of  only  two  student  directed 
plays  throughout  all  of  Massachu¬ 
setts.  The  cast  of  “T.V.”  had  tre¬ 
mendously  demanding  roles  for 
which  they  all  deserve  applause. 
Awards  were  received  for  acting, 
tech  and  direction  at  both  the  Guild 
preliminary  and  semi-final  rounds. 
The  tech  crew  had  extremely  dif¬ 
ficult  tasks  as  well,  successfully 
taking  them  on  to  help  create  more 
powerful  distinctions  between  the 
real  and  “TV”  worlds. 

Finally,  this  spring 
brought  the  first  musical  to  BLS. 
Everyone  brought  energy  to  this 
show,  putting  together  an  impres¬ 
sive  production  under  heavy 
scheduling  and  resource  con¬ 
straints.  Again,  fresh  faces  were 
brought  to  the  stage  and  all  did  a 
great  job.  Thank  you  to  Dyana 
Kimball  and  Mr.  Simmons  for 
making  the  combination  of  BLS 
drama  and  BLS  music  possible  and 
very  successful.  These  were  just 
some  of  the  Center  Stage  Produc¬ 
tions,  which  make  up  one  part  of 
the  BLS  Drama  Club;  the  list  of 
shows  this  year  continues. 

The  Yellow  Submarine 
Improv  Troupe,  now  thriving  and 
in  their  third  year  of  existence,  put 
on  two  terrific  shows,  rocking  the 
house  like  cabbage  soup.  In  the 
fall,  the  Yellow  Subs  put  on  the 
“Fab  Fourth  Improv  Show”  and 
in  the  spring,  they  came  back  with 
“Here  Comes  the  Subs  (The 
George  Harrison  Improv  Show).” 


Also  they  emceed  the 
highly  successful  Cabaret 
Night,  giving  mini-per¬ 
formances  at  various 
points  throughout  the 
show.  The  Yellow  Subs 
are  hilarious  every  time, 
and  someday,  when  they 
reach  outside  the  walls  of 
Boston  Latin  (which  they 
have  already  begun  to  do: 
they  had  a  gig  at  North¬ 
eastern  this  spring)  we’ll 
all  think  back  nostalgi¬ 
cally  to  when  they  per¬ 
formed  at  our  school  and 
wished  we  had  gotten  to 
know  them  more.  You 
know  you  will. 

The  Cabaret  Night,  coor¬ 
dinated  by  Kelly  Taylor  (II)  and 
John  Baker  also  took  place  this 
fall.  Bringing  unbelievable 
amounts  of  people  to  the  Black 
Box  that  night.  Cabaret  Night 
proved  to  be  a  great  way  to  enter¬ 
tain  and  raise  money  for  the  club. 
Thank  you  to  all  who  helped  put 
this  on. 

And  so  what  will  next 
year  bring?  Hopefully,  the  enthu¬ 
siasm  and  energy  that  this  year’s 
members  brought  will  return,  with 
more  support  from  the  BLS  admin¬ 
istration.  It  feels  awkward  to  be  so 
self-congratulatory,  but  with  the 
lack  of  support  we  get  from  the  ad¬ 
ministration,  it  also  feels  neces¬ 
sary.  If  there  is  one  negative  aspect 
of  the  experience  of  being  involved 
with  a  play  here  every  single  time, 
it  was  the  absence  of  the  basic  rules 
of  physics.  The  hard-working  and 
dedicated  members  of  the  BLS 


Drama  Club  have  rarely  received 
the  recognition  they  deserve.  For 
all  the  work  we  put  into  our  pro¬ 
ductions,  we  aren’t  granted  the 
same  attention  back.  Please,  let  us 
make  announcements  more  often 
for  our  shows,  show  some  support, 
and  most  importantly,  we  want  to 
send  out  a  general  reminder  that 
written  invitations  are  not  needed 
to  buy  a  ticket. 

If  I  had  to  ask  three  things 
of  everyone  who  is  involved  in  a 
play  next  year  or  the  years  to  fol¬ 
low,  they  would  be:  1)  Start  publi¬ 
cizing  at  least  three-weeks  before 
each  production;  we  need  the  sup¬ 
port  and  the  money  2)  Attend  at 
least  one  athletic  event  every 
month.  Being  a  videographer  for 
the  BLS  Football  team  was  a  re¬ 
ally  interesting  experience,  and  it 
helped  me  appreciate  another  form 
of  teamwork  that  exists  at  BLS. 

If  we  show  support  for  the  athletic 


world  of  extracurricular  activities, 
maybe  they  will  feel  obliged  to  do 
the  same.  3 )  Put  on  interesting  and 
thought-provoking  plays  and  keep 
them  student-  directed.  These  are 
the  two  major  aspects  BLS  drama 
that  make  it  so  unique.  If  we  stop, 
there  will  really  be  nothing  that 
makes  coming  to  see  a  play  here 
any  different  or  special;  this  char¬ 
acteristic  is  our  specialty. 

Thanks  again  to  Dyana 
Kimball,  for  her  ability  to  fit  us 
into  her  busy  schedule  while  at  the 
same  time  doing  an  incredible  job 
with  her  superhuman  efforts. 
Thank  you  to  Ms.  Teasdale,  who 
has  prepared  the  club  this  year  for 
a  future  without  her  help.  Thank 
you  to  everyone  who  made  BLS 
drama  one  of  the  best  experiences 
I  had  at  this  school  and  to  the 
people  who  support  it,  helping  it 
to  become  a  great  experience  for 
anyone  who  joins. 
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Spotlight 


Michelle  Whitaker 


By  Erin  George,  I 

Copy  Editor 


Known  for  her  intelligence,  her  exuberance,  her  acting  skills, 
and  for  being  vertically  challenged,  Michelle  Whitaker  has  a 
commanding  presence  at  Boston  Latin  School.  If  you  don’t  know 
her,  you’ve  heard  of  her;  if  you  haven’t  heard  of  her,  you’ve  probably 
seen  a  petite,  perpetually-in-motion  girl  bounding  down  one  corridor 
or  another,  singing,  dancing,  juggling  a  huge  amount  of  books,  and 
talking  to  about  five  different  people  at  once.  This  whirlwind  of 
energy  can’t  be  missed,  and  if  her  outstanding  repertoire  of  acting 
and  academics  continues  to  expand,  Michelle  threatens  to  take  the 
whole  world  by  storm. 

Michelle  has  been  acting  for  as  long  as  she  can  remember. 
Officially,  her  acting  career  at  Boston  Latin  began  in  ninth  grade 
with  the  infamous  “The  Compleat  Works  of Wllm  Shkspr,  Abridged.” 
From  there,  she  took  a  hiatus  from  Center  Stage  Productions,  pursuing 
roles  that  she  “can  really  sink  into  with  historical  research.”  In  eighth 
grade,  she  played  Helen  Keller  in  “The  Miracle  Worker”  and  this 
past  October  transformed  into  the  title  character  of  “The  Diary  of 
Anne  Frank”  at  Riverside  Theatre  in  Hyde  Park.  The  same  cast  she 
worked  with  for  “Anne  Frank”  is  currently  rehearsing  again, 


With  Michelle’s  talent,  dedication 

TO  HELPING  OTHERS,  AND 
DETERMINATION  TOWARDS  A  HAPPY  AND 
SUCCESSFUL  FUTURE,  THIS  SHORTY  WILL 
NO  DOUBT  MAKE  IT  BIG  SOMEDAY. 

preparing  to  take  the  show  to  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  Association 
of  Community  Theaters  (EMACT)  Festival  at  Brandeis  University. 
“I  feel  really  blessed  to  be  given  a  second  chance  on  stage  with  the 
cast.  It’s  a  chance  actors  don't  get  often:  to  reopen  a  show  after  it 
closes,”  says  Michelle.  She  made  a  grand  return  to  the  Latin  theater 
scene  with  an  opening  number  (Liza  Minelli  style)  of  “Cabaret”  for 
the  first  annual  Cabaret  Night  in  January,  as  well  as  displaying  her 
enormous  acting  and  vocal  talent  as  Audrey,  the  lead  female  role  in 
“Little  Shop  of  Horrors,”  the  musical  that  went  up  in  May. 

And  if  this  abbreviated  list  from  Michelle’s  resume  isn’t 
enough,  this  wonder  woman  is  a  member  of  the  National  Honor 
Society  and  Show  Choir,  and  she  volunteers  at  Boston  Aid  to  the 
Blind. 

Mish  is  also  a  veteran  Public  Declaimer,  having  recently 
won  first  place  at  Prize  Declamation  with  her  excerpt  from  “The 
Laramie  Project.”  A  dedicated  Catholic,  Michelle  was  also  a  member 
of  St.  Theresa’s  High  School  Choir,  and  often  reads  at  mass.  Between 
Anne  Frank  rehearsals.  Mish  has  been  appointed  to  direct  the  Creative 
Drama  camp  at  Riverside,  opening  the  eyes  of  four-  through  eight- 
year-olds  to  the  enthralling  world  of  acting.  "The  reason  why  1  love 
teaching  theater  is  because  theatre  has  made  me  who  1  am  today,  and 
no  doubt  will  make  me  who  1  am  tomorrow,  and  1  love  introducing 
people  to  that.” 

With  Michelle’s  talent,  dedication  to  helping  others,  and 
determination  towards  a  happy  and  successful  future,  this  shorty  w  ill 
no  doubt  make  it  big  someday.  Mish  is  planning  to  attend  UMass 
Amherst  in  the  fall,  where  she  will  likely  pursue  acting  and  human 
rights  sociology.  Watch  the  headlines  and  read  the  marquees,  because 
her  name  w  ill  be  printed  there  sooner  than  w  e  expect. 
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“Little  Shop”  Review 


By  Nafkote  Tamirat,  III 

Staff  Writer 

Spectacular.  Magnificent. 
Amazing.  Gravity-defying.  These 
are  all  words  that  can  describe  the 
Broadway  hit  “RENT.”  “Little 
Shop  of  Horrors”  is  pretty  good 
too.  Seriously,  this  musical,  which 
was  performed  in  the  auditorium 
on  May  3  and  4,  was  one  of  the 
most  entertaining  shows  that  have 
been  produced  at  this  school  this 
year.  Not  to  mention  that  the  stu¬ 
dents  and  staff  of  BLS  have  not 
been  graced  with  a  school  musi¬ 
cal  for  38  years.  Little  Shop  of 
Florrors,  produced  by  Mr.  Pitts, 
directed  by  Dyana  Kimball  and 
Genevieve  Shattow,  and  stage 
managed  by  Kelly  Taylor  and  Max 
Macrides,  had  a  lot  to  live  up  to 
since  the  success  of  this  produc¬ 
tion  would  determine  whether  or 
not  other  musicals  could  be  per¬ 
formed  at  BLS.  The  initial  reac¬ 
tion  of  the  cast  and  crew?  Oh  dam. 

Throughout  the  rehearsals  of 
“Little  Shop,”  there  seemed  to  be 
too  many  obstacles  to  overcome 
for  the  musical.  As  Ms.  Teasdale 
once  pointed  out,  directing  a  mu¬ 
sical  is  extremely  difficult  because 
of  all  the  different  elements  in¬ 
volved.  “It’s  really  like  directing 
two  plays  in  one,”  she  said.  Two 
of  the  cast  members  dropped  out 
within  the  first  two  weeks,  both  of 
them  significant  parts;  there  was 
a  mad  dash  to  fill  the  roles.  Luck¬ 


ily,  highly  talented  actors  (and 
singers)  who  could  perform  just 
as  well  were  found.  Plants  had  to 
be  found  and  rented.  (If  you 
weren’t  aware  of  this  before,  the 
show  revolves  around  a  plant 
puppeteered  by  the  flexible  Pat 
Boccuzzi.)  Costumes  had  to  be 
bought  and  made.  So  much  to  do, 
so  little  time.  And  then,  the  per¬ 
formance. 

As  an  audience  member,  I 
can  tell  you  that  the  show  was  well 
worth  the  $7.  It  tells  the  story  of 
Seymour,  a  poor  young  man  who 
is  played  to  perfection  by  the  hi¬ 
lariously  talented  Joe  Gels  (IV). 
Seymour  works  at  the  floundering 
florist  shop  of  Mushnik,  who  was 
played  by  Jonathan  Smalls  (I). 
Seymour  is  constantly  scolded  by 
Mushnik,  and  his  only  friend  is 
Audrey,  Michelle  Whitaker  (I), 
who  deserves  major  applause  for 
not  only  presenting  the  character 
with  humor  and  a  New  York  ac¬ 
cent,  but  also  for  tottering  around 
in  huge  heels  for  the  entire  dura¬ 
tion  of  the  play.  Mushnik’s  busi¬ 
ness  drastically  improves  when  a 
plant,  Audrey  II,  that  Seymour 
creates  gains  fame  and  fortune  as 
a  unique  and  previously  undiscov¬ 
ered  species  of  plant.  The  story 
follows  the  growth  of  the  plant 
(voiced  by  the  lovely  Ariana  Barr, 
III),  which  thrives  on  (gasp) 
blood.  Chaos  ensues,  and  almost 
everyone  dies.  Of  special  note  are 
the  three  street  girls  who  sing  and 


dance  to  enhance  the  plot,  played 
by  Drew  Bucilla,  Chiamaka 
Ojimba,  and  Francesca  Morency. 
The  neurotic  dentist  boyfriend  of 
Audrey  is  played  by  Dave  Toro,  and 
while  embodying  evil  itself  in  the 
musical,  he  did  it  so  hilariously  and 
so  insanely  that  he  gets  a  whole  sen¬ 
tence  to  himself  in  this  article.  Evan 
Mehler,  Tricia  Morris,  Casey 
Kennedy,  Dan  Smith.  Genevieve 
Klim,  David  Alexis,  and  Caitlin 
Sullivan,  who  played  the  wino. 
Skip  Snip,  the  Bag  lady,  TV  pro¬ 
ducer,  Life  magazine  editor’s  wife, 
paperboy,  and  waitress  respec¬ 
tively,  made  up  the  company  that 
skillfully  backed  the  main  charac¬ 
ters,  and  without  whom  this  play 
would  not  be  the  same. 

This  musical  also  featured  a 
live  band  composed  of  Liz  Sculley, 
Nate  Gerratt,  Andrew  Slotnick, 
Charles  Hickox,  Greg  Toro, 
Amanda  Cannata,  and  Megan  Pitts, 
which  was  directed  by  the  one  and 
only  Mr.  Simmons.  All  the  music 
was  right  on  in  this  production  due 
to  the  talented  band  and  the  won¬ 
derful  singing  of  the  actors.  Of  spe¬ 
cial  note  is  the  choreography  of 
Bieta  Andemariam,  whose  ideas 
were  the  inspiration  for  many  of  the 
original  dance  moves  on  stage.  All 
in  all,  this  musical  was  original  and 
fresh.  It  kept  the  audience  capti¬ 
vated  through  the  funny  moments 
and  through  the  tragic  ending. 
Many  people  went  to  both  shows, 
and  overall  it  was  a  huge  success. 


Peer  Playing  it  Up  for  the  Alumni 


By  Kate  Jalbert,  I 

Staff  Writer 


After  school  on  Friday, 
May  1 0,  you  may  have  noticed  a 
different  pack  of  people  filing  into 
the  auditorium,  since  it  was  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin’s  Annual  Alumni  Day. 
At  5:00  p.m.,  the  Boston  Latin 
School  Peer  Players  put  on  a  rous¬ 
ing  and  exquisite  performance  of 
William  Shakespeare’s  “A 
Midsummer’s  Night  Dream,”  as 
alumni,  administrators,  faculty, 
and  students  attentively  watched 
this  comical  and  classic  love  story 
unfold  on  stage.  The  lively  and 
dynamic  production  included  mul¬ 
tiple  memorable  moments,  such  as 


Faith  Imafidon’s  (II)  grand  en¬ 
trance  as  Puck  by  running  wildly 


from  the  back  of  the  auditorium 
and  then  making  a  flying  leap  onto 


the  stage.  Another  notable  scene 
was  performed  by  Jacques 
Ledbetter  (I)  as 
Lysander,  and  Facing 
History  and  Ourselves’ 
own  student  teacher, 
Mr.  Gavin,  as 
Demetrius,  when  they 
carried  on  a  fist  fight 
over  Helena,  played  by 
Hana  Yoo  (II),  which 
included  many  body 
slams  and  head  bangs. 
In  the  end.  the  audi¬ 
ence  gave  the  Peer 
Players  a  huge  stand¬ 
ing  ovation  for  their 
wonderful  and  entertaining  produc¬ 
tion. 


Film  Club  Take  Two 


By  Rob  Winikates,  III 

Staff  Writer 

“Film  club,  we  are  just  so 
cool!”  These  words,  spoken  to  me 
by  Ari  Barr  (III)  one  afternoon  in 
the  hallway,  were  my  first  intro¬ 
duction  to  the  film  club.  But  as  I 
was  later  informed,  this  is  the  Film 
Appreciation  Society,  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  previously  established 
Third  Eye  Film  Club  had  problems 
with  a  rival  film  club,  even  though 
they  have  had  only  one  meeting  so 
far  this  year. 

As  co-founder  Amanda 
Shapiro  (III)  described  it.  the  Film 
Appreciation  Society  was  estab¬ 
lished  as  “a  club  for  movie  buffs.” 


She  set  out  with  her  two  movie 
buff  friends,  Ari  and  Marie 
DeLosh,  to  create  a  place  for  any¬ 
one  interested  in  film  to  come. 
They  are  still  in  the  formative  pro¬ 
cess  and  are  looking  for  any  ideas 
that  people  have  on  what  they 
would  like  to  incorporate  in  the 
club.  They  meet  regularly  in  Mr. 
Aversa’s  room  on  Mondays  to  look 
at  all  the  aspects  of  filmmaking, 
from  the  scoring  and  the  acting  to 
the  scene  selection.  They  have  dis¬ 
cussions  on  movies  after  they 
watch  them  all  in  their  entirety,  and 
they  are  looking  forward  to  re¬ 
viewing  student’s  work  or  perhaps 
making  their  own  film  in  the  fu¬ 
ture.  So  far  this  year  they  have 


watched  two  genres  of  film:  drama 
and  comedy.  Their  choices  for  these 
dramas  were  “The  Godfather”  for 
drama  and  “Some  Like  It  Hot”  for 
comedy.  They  are  also  planning  a 
trip  for  the  club  to  go  see  “Spider- 
man”  at  press  time.  As  a  part  of  the 
club  they  hope  to  have  some  guest 
speakers  come  in.  One  of  the 
founders  has  a  personal  contact 
with  a  composer  of  movie  scores, 
and  she  is  hoping  to  have  him  ex¬ 
plain  a  few  things  about  his  job  to 
the  club  and  how  important  it  is  to 
the  final  production  of  the  film.  So 
for  anyone  who  has  a  desire  to  de¬ 
velop  an  understanding  of  film,  feel 
free  to  drop  by  their  meetings  some 
time  and  see  some  good  movies! 
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“We  police  futons” 


By  Lily  Mooney,  III 

Staff  Writer 

Perhaps  you  know  a 

futon. 

Perhaps  you  think  this 
futon  is  a  little  ...  unruly.  Maybe 
even  ...  dangerous. 

Perhaps  you  are  suspi¬ 
cious  of  this  futon.  Perhaps,  after 
long  periods  of  careful  observa¬ 
tion,  you  believe  that  this  futon 
needs  to  be  ...  policed. 

Well,  if  that  is  the  case, 
then  the  Futon  Police  really  can’t 
help  you,  although  1  would  recom¬ 
mend  some  psychotherapy.  How¬ 
ever,  if  you  like  to 
hear  good  music,  the 
Futon  Police  can  cer¬ 
tainly  lend  a  hand. 

The  Futon 
Police  are  a  rock 
band  created  in  No¬ 
vember  2001,  com¬ 
posed  of  Jared  Egan 
(lead  guitar),  Matt 
DiVito  (guitar).  Jonn 
Smith  (bass),  and 
Mike  Guerra 
(drums);  Jonn  and 
Matt  also  sing  the 
vocals  for  the  band, 
with  Jared  as  an  occasional 
backup.  Their  debut  performance 
at  the  BLS  Cabaret  Night  in  Janu¬ 
ary  received  an  explosively  enthu¬ 
siastic  response  (In  the  minds  of 
many  BLS  students,  these  guys  are 
already  rock  stars).  Since  then, 
they  have  played  a  number  of 
other  gigs  including  the  Yellow 
Submarine  Improv  Troupe’s 
George  Harrison  Improv  Show 
and  another  joint  performance 
with  the  YSIT  at  Northeastern 
University  in  late  April. 

The  band  is,  among 
many  other  things,  very  versatile. 
They’ve  covered  a  wide  variety  of 


music,  “everything  from  Aretha 
Franklin  to  Nirvana.”  They  also 
have  a  growing  body  of  original 
music,  including  their  own  theme 
song.  When  asked  to  identify  their 
genre,  they  came  up  with  “indie- 
rock-pop-punk”;  Matt,  the  writer  of 
the  band’s  original  music,  cites 
musical  influences  such  as  Weezer 
and  the  Beatles.  Their  individual 
talents  have  blended  and  developed 
into  a  unique  style,  a  style  that  is 
distinctly,  unmistakably  . . .  futon. 

They  came  together  back 
in  November  when  the  four  mem¬ 
bers  were  all  involved  in  the  BLS 
Drama  Club’s  production  of  “You 


Can’t  Take  It  With  You.”  There 
they  realized  each  other’s  musical 
interests  and  abilities,  and  soon  af¬ 
terward  the  Futon  Police  were  bom 
(not  literally,  of  course;  that  hap¬ 
pened  way  back  in  the  eighties 
when  nobody  was  paying  atten¬ 
tion).  In  the  beginning  the  band 
was  sort  of  a  house  band  for  the 
YSIT,  almost  an  extension  of  the 
troupe,  but  they  quickly  and  suc¬ 
cessfully  branched  off  as  an  inde¬ 
pendent  entity  and  are  now  mov¬ 
ing  steadily  onward  and  upward. 
They  are  currently  in  the  process 
of  recording  their  music  with 
Mockinbird  Studios,  owned  by  Joe 


Egan.  Jared’s  father.  Keep  an  eye 
out  for  their  soon-to-be-released 
first  CD,  which  will  be  available 
for  S5.  They  also  have  an  upcom¬ 
ing  gig  in  the  next  few  months  at 
the  Hard  Rock  Cafe,  playing  along 
with  the  Elefant  Men.  And  if.  af¬ 
ter  this  article,  you  still  need  a 
Futon  fix  and  you  need  it  now,  you 
can  check  out  their  Web  site  at 
http://futon.multifarity.com. 

“They’ve  just  got  a  real 
rock  and  roll  spirit,”  says  Joe  Egan. 
While  they  rehearse  twice  a  week 
in  Mr.  Egan’s  basement,  this  dedi¬ 
cation  is  obvious  from  the  quality 
of  their  music.  But  in  addition  each 
member  brings  to  the 
band  a  certain  some¬ 
thing  that  makes  the 
Futon  Police  great  and 
sets  them  apart.  Basi¬ 
cally,  these  guys  can 
make  some  awesome 
music,  but  they  really 
know  how  to  have  fun  in 
the  process  (which  can 
be  witnessed  when 
watching  their  live  per¬ 
formances).  They  have  a 
sense  of  humor  about 
everything  (but  as  much 
as  they  joke  that  the 
band  experience  for  them  is  all 
about  the  sex  and  the  drugs,  one 
can  see  from  the  dedication  and 
spirit  of  the  band  that  what  they 
truly  care  about,  as  serious  musi¬ 
cians,  is  the  money.)  While  some 
bands  might  whine  about  how  their 
beautiful  girls  don’t  love  them, 
these  guys  are  keeping  us  safe 
from  our  furniture— a  much 
tougher  and  much  more  exciting 
job.  From  the  few  months  of  the 
band’s  existence  their  new  career 
is  advancing  rapidly,  and  with  the 
talent,  drive,  and  “special  some¬ 
thing”  that  the  Futon  Police  have, 
it  can  only  continue  to  do  so. 
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Sixie  Spotlight:  Nick  Fountain 


By  Nafkote  Tamirat,  III 

Staff  Writer 

I  met  Nick  first  when  he 
was  doing  lights  for  “You  Can't 
Take  It  With  You,”  and  through 
various  productions  that  have 
gone  up  over  the  course  of  the 
year,  I  am  here  to  tell  you  that 
Nick  Fountain  is  a  techie  geek  of 
the  highest  caliber.  You’ve  prob¬ 
ably  seen  him  in  the  hallway,  the 
kid  who  used  to  have  bright  green 
hair,  then  a  mohawk,  and  now 
sports  a  shaved  head.  Though  he’s 
only  a  sixie,  he  has  been  involved 
in  every  single  major  production 
of  this  year,  and  even  won  an 
award  for  being  Assistant  Techni¬ 
cal  Director  at  this  year’s  Drama 
Guild  Festival.  And  you  thought 
he  was  just  a  regular  BLS  robot 
who  just  happened  to  have  cooler 
hair  than  most  of  us. 

Nick  is  incredibly  tal¬ 
ented  when  it  comes  to  any  tech¬ 
nical  aspect  of  theater,  and  he  is 
entertaining  in  his  own  right, 
whether  he’s  begging  for  help  with 
his  Latin  homework,  or  insisting 
that  he  does  nor  eat  avocado  and 
cheese  sandwiches.  He  always  has 
his  own  opinions  on  different  sub¬ 
jects,  and  whoever  works  with  him 


is  inevitably  struck  by  the  fact  that 
he’s  just  a  pretty  cool  guy  (even 
when  he  tunelessly  sings  the  same 
line  to  the  same  song,  over  and 
over  again).  He  is  even  willing  to 
be  a  gopher  and  obtain  food  for 
those  actors  who  are  stuck  at  audi¬ 


tions  or  rehearsals  and  are  dying 
of  food  deprivation. 

At  the  Massachusetts 
Drama  Guild  Festival  when  BLS 
performed  “T.V,”  Nick  ran  around 
the  high  school  where  we  were, 
handing  out  Reese’s  Peanut  But¬ 
ter  Cups  to  all  the  other  schools, 
and  after  the  show,  he  was  the  one 


who  encouraged  us  all  by  getting 
everyone’s  opinions  about  our  per¬ 
formance  and  telling  us  the  good 
things. 

Though  his  specialty  is 
lighting,  Nick  is  also  well  versed 
in  sound,  and  during  the  recent 
Music  Night  and  the  Holiday  Con¬ 
cert,  it  was  Nick  who  gallantly 
moved  various  instruments,  put  up 
risers,  and  helped  the  entire  show 
move  smoothly,  in  addition  to  giv¬ 
ing  moral  support  to  Liz  Johnson, 
his  favorite  singer.  In  fact,  his  ef¬ 
fort  was  appreciated  to  the  extent 
that  whenever  he  was  on  stage  be¬ 
tween  performances,  a  group  of  se¬ 
niors  in  the  front  row  would  cheer 
for  him.  That’s  right,  folks,  he  even 
has  a  fan  club. 

Nick  was  a  valuable 
member  of  the  running  crew  for 
“Little  Shop  of  Horrors,”  and  for 
those  of  you  who  saw  it,  that 
bloody  dentists’  chair  was  intro¬ 
duced  with  the  help  of  wonder  boy 
Nick. 

So  there  you  have  it.  A 
true  techie,  efficient,  and  a  nice 
guy.  He  is  the  future  of  the  Drama 
Club’s  technical  needs:  he’s  more 
than  ready  to  rise  up  to  the  chal¬ 
lenge.  By  the  way  ...  did  I  men¬ 
tion  that  he  plays  the  drums? 
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Spotlight 


Greg  Toro 


By  Michelle  Whitaker,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


In  the  fall,  Greg  Toro  was  voted  Grand  Minister  of  Funk  for 
the  Class  of  2002.  This  came  as  no  surprise,  partly  because  he  had  no 
opponents,  but  mostly  because  Greg  Toro  and  music  walk  the  road 
hand  in  hand,  and  when  they  do  people  feel  calmer,  happier  and  just 
plain  funkier. 

Greg  started  making  music  at  age  eight  with  the  St.  Mary’s 
Heavenly  Fire  Steel  Band.  He  describes  the  seven  years  he  played 
with  the  Steel  Drum  Band  as  some  of  the  best  years  of  his  life  because 
every  day  was  spent  making  upbeat  and  “feel  good”  music  with  his 
friends.  From  there,  his  destiny  was  sealed.  Ever  since  he  played 
with  the  steel  band,  he  says,  he  wanted  to  continue  to  make  music  to 
make  people  happy.  That’s  what  music  is  all  about,  he  told  me.  Greg 
is  very  much  aware  of  the  people  he  creates  music  for,  and  explained, 
“The  thing  about  visual  art  is  when  you  look  at  it,  it’s  really 
interpretational,  but  there’s  still  something  that  says  ‘That’s  the  color 
red,  that’s  the  color  green.’  But  music  ...  It  doesn’t  have  any  meaning 
until  you  listen  to  it.  Every  song,  every  time  you  listen  to  it  means 
something  very  personal.” 

Greg  makes  music  in  many  different  ways.  He  plays  all 
kinds  of  guitar  and  bass,  the  harmonica,  the  steel  drum,  the  piano, 
the  kazoo  . . .  and  the  kalimba.  The  kalimba?  “Seriously,  it’s  got  these 
slats  of  metal  attached  to  a  board.  It’s  what  the  Rugrats  theme  song 
is  played  on  ...  Here  I’ll  play  it.”  (And  he  did!)  Greg  plays  in  three 
bands  right  now,  the  BLS  Big  Band  and  two  bands  of  his  own 
creation:  Post  Groove  Echo,  a  funk  band  (as  seen  at  Music  Night  in 
the  dining  hall),  and  Gavardine  Suit,  a  rock  band.  He  says  he  feels 
as  though  his  promise  to  “make  Latin  a  funkier  place”  was  partially 
fulfilled,  because  he  helped  make  groove  available  but  not  everyone 
was  able  to  partake.  His  suggestions  for  a  groovier  environment  at 
BLS  include  live  bands  and  the  P.A.  system.  Any  takers? 

When  asked  who  (besides  Hendrix)  might  have  influenced 
his  music,  Greg’s  answer  is  thoughtful:  “Everything  I’ve  ever  heard,” 
he  said.  Greg  believes  that  everyone  someone  knows  or  sees  in  their 
life  will  somehow  have  an  impact  on  that  person,  whether  they  realize 
it  or  not.  And  he  says,  when  that  person  then  makes  music,  his  or  her 
whole  life  comes  out  in  it.  Greg  also  tells  me  that  anyone  can  make 
music,  and  that  music  is  everywhere.  “On  the  street  ...  things 
working  together,  the  birds  and  insects,  the  whole  world  is  full  of 
sound.  If  you  just  sort  of  tilt  your  head  the  right  way  you  can  find  a 
lot  to  listen  to.” 

Greg  is  more  than  just  a  music  man,  however.  He  is  very 
much  into  books,  whatever  he  can  get,  but  especially  books  on  eastern 
philosophy.  He  loves  poetry,  but  not  “that  rhyming  wussy  little  girl 
love  poetry.  I  like  insane  people  poetry,  stuff  like  William  Blake 
and  Allen  Ginsberg.”  Greg  is  a  strong  advocate  of  hugging.  His 
campaign  to  “make  this  a  hugging  school”  went  fairly  well,  as  he 
reported,  “there’s  now  an  underground  hugging  movement.”  Greg 
thinks  hugs  are  important  because  young  people  need  to  reach  out, 
connect  with  each  other,  and  be  emotional.  To  him,  both  music  and 
hugs  are  key  factors  in  getting  people,  especially  young  people,  to 
come  together  and  really  connect. 

Next  year  Greg  will  be  playing  jazz  at  Berkeley,  which  is 
already  like  a  second  home  to  him,  because  of  all  he’s  been  doing 
there  these  last  couple  of  years.  Greg  will  be  sorely  missed  by  the 
BLS  community,  and  will  miss  all  of  his  friends  here  as  well,  but 
through  his  music,  he’ll  never  actually  be  that  far  away.  “I  make 
music,”  Greg  told  me  once,  “so  I  can  hug  people  when  I’m  not  there.” 

Keep  up  the  groove.  Grand  Minister  of  Funk  Toro:  We  need 
all  the  hugging  we  can  get! 
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Bringing  Written 
Words  to  Life 


By  Katarina  Yee,  I 

Arts  &  Entertainment  Editor 


The  Young  Leaders  of 
Color  (YLOC)  are  the  masters  of 
bringing  people  together  and  they 
proved  it  again  on  Thursday,  May 
23,  when  they  sponsored  a  suc¬ 
cessful  poetry  jam/open  mic  in  the 
Black  Box  Theater.  Students,  par¬ 
ents,  alumni,  faculty,  and  admin¬ 
istrators  were  among  an  impres¬ 
sive  turnout  for  this  first,  and 
hopefully  annual  jam. 

The  idea  had  been  tossed 
around  for  a  couple  of  years  at 
YLOC  meetings.  But  not  until  a 
few  months  ago  did  the  three  co¬ 
ordinators  from  the  Class  of 2002, 
Marlene  Goncalves,  Gissel  Mo¬ 
rales  and  Nicole  Tabolt  decide 
they  wanted  to  see  this  happen  be¬ 
fore  their  graduation.  These  three 
ladies  had  specific  purposes  when 
considering  the  concept.  They 
wanted  to  attract  younger  students 
to  YLOC  so  that  the  organization 
would  continue  to  thrive  in  years 
to  follow,  they  wanted  a  fun  way 
to  end  their  senior  year,  and  most 
importantly  they  wanted  to  pro¬ 


vide  an  opportunity  to  showcase 
the  talent  in  our  school.  Along  with 
the  help  of  other  senior  YLOC 
members,  Marlene,  Gissel  and 
Nicole  quickly  organized  the  event 
by  collaborating  with  cultural  and 
literary  organizations  within  BLS 
to  act  as  their  public  relations  com¬ 
mittee. 

The  program  was  filled 
with  talent  from  many  members  of 
the  BLS  community.  There  was 
poetry,  rapping,  a  capella,  and 
singing  accompanied  by  music,  as 
well  as  a  good  mix  of  original 
works  and  borrowed  piece.  Some 
outstanding  musical  performances 
were  made  by  Yaambo  Barrett 
(IV),  who  rapped  a  self-written 
piece;  4  Life,  a  group  of  sixie  sing¬ 
ers  made  up  of  Nakisha  Evans, 
Kerlyne  Jean,  Vanessa  Lopez,  and 
Arlyn  Williams,  (who  also  accom¬ 
panied  David  Alexis  (VI),  while  he 
belted  out  Whitney  Houston’s 
“Waiting  to  Exhale”);  Ariana  Barr 
(III),  who  sang  and  played  guitar 
to  Suzanne  Vega’s  harmonious 
“The  Queen  and  the  Soldier.”  The 
faculty  was  represented  by  Ms. 
Walter’s  student  teacher,  Ms. 


Chavez-Rabe,  who  played  guitar. 
Notable  spoken  word  perfor¬ 
mances  were  made  by  Samantha 
Johnson  (I),  who  recited  a  force¬ 
ful  poem  from  the  movie  “Slam”; 
Jose  Santiago  (III)  who  read  “Love 
Letter,”  a  hilarious  poem  by  his 
friend,  Lily  Mooney  (III);  and  a 
presentation  by  an  alumnus  from 
the  Class  of2000,  Langston  Peace, 
who  recited  his  own  poetry.  Gissel 
and  Nicole  ended  the  program  by 
sharing  two  of  their  own  powerful 
poems  with  the  crowd. 

Overall,  the  organizers 
were  extremely  pleased.  “It  was 
more  than  I  expected.  It  was  great 
because  we  saw  a  lot  of  talent  that 
we  don’t  get  to  see  every  day  and 
because  so  many  people  wanted  to 
get  up  there.  Others  were  there  to 
show  support,”  Gissel  remarked. 
Nicole  added,  “We  were  excited 
and  surprised  by  the  turnout.  We 
hope  the  poetry  jam  becomes  an 
annual  event  at  Boston  Latin 
School.  There  are  very  few  oppor¬ 
tunities  at  BLS  to  showcase  talent. 
We’re  glad  that  Young  Leaders  of 
Color  was  able  to  support  budding 
poets,  rappers  and  musicians.” 


“Things  Ain’t  What 
They  Used  to  Be” 


By  Katie  Macdonald,  III 

Staff  Writer 

“Things  Ain’t  What  They 
Used  to  Be”  is  the  name  of  a  Duke 
Ellington  song  that  the  BLS  Big 
Band  has  frequently  performed 
this  year.  However,  this  phrase 
would  be  a  statement  that  also 
rings  true  for  the  faithful  members 
of  the  BLS  Big  Band. 

...  The  Big  Band 

HAS  GROWN  INTO  A 
WELL  OILED 
SWINGING ,  AWARD- 
W INNING  MACHINE. 

From  this  year’s  humble 
beginnings,  with  a  combination  of 
the  departure  of  last  year’s  award¬ 
winning  vets  and  the  incoming  of 
a  handful  of  somewhat  intimidated 
rookies,  the  Big  Band  has  grown 
into  a  well  oiled  swinging,  award¬ 
winning  machine. 

This  year,  the  Big  Band 
participated  in  many  competitions. 
The  first  competition  of  the  year 
was  the  annual  Berklee  High 


School  Jazz  Festival.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  the  band  did  not  do  as  well 
at  this  competition  as  they  would 
have  liked.  Following  competi¬ 
tions  would  soon  make  up  for  this 
disappointment.  In  February,  the 
band  participated  in  the  Norwood 
Jazz  Classic,  where  they  earned  a 
silver  medal.  This  was  a  confi¬ 
dence  booster,  though  everyone 
was  still  itching  for  the  gold. 

In  March,  the  band  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  IAJE  Southeast 
District  Festival  in  Falmouth.  They 
knew  full  well  that  if  they  could 
get  the  gold  here,  it  would  mean 
the  big  time  competition — state 
finals.  They  did  win  gold,  and 
advanced  to  state  finals  that  week¬ 
end.  However  several  band  mem¬ 
bers  were  not  be  able  to  make  it  to 
the  competition,  which  resulted  in 
much  switching  of  parts  and  bring¬ 
ing  in  other  students  who  were 
willing  to  help  out.  This  was  truly 
a  test  of  their  strength  as  an  en¬ 
semble.  As  the  announcement, 
“Boston  Latin  School,  on  this  9th 
day  of  March,  2002,  will  receive  a 
gold  medal  this  evening,”  was 
made,  the  band  members  rejoiced, 
and  finally  knew  that  their  hours 
of  hard  work  and  dedication  had 
paid  off. 


Available  for  Booking, 
Week  notice  required... 

All  Events  requiring 
Jazz/Funk  Band  welcome... 
For  information... 

Phone:  617-461-7790 
617-872-6091 
Fax:  617-325-2907 
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Pursuing  a  Life  in  the  Arts 


By  Shaynel  Griffith,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

Next  year,  1  will  be  at¬ 
tending  the  American  Academy  of 
Dramatic  Arts.  It  is  an  accredited 
two-year  school  with  campuses  in 
New  York  City  and  in  Hollywood. 
1  have  had  my  mind  made  up  since 
last  year  about  what  1  want  to  do 
with  my  life;  1  want  to  be  a  suc¬ 
cessful  actress.  1  have  been  a 
member  of  the  Boston  Latin 
School  Peer  Players  for  two  years, 
where  acting  has  become  my  pas¬ 
sion.  However,  1  wasn’t  familiar 
w  ith  acting  conservatories  such  as 
AADA;  all  1  had  heard  of  was  the 
Tisch  at  NYU  and  the  drama 
school  at  Yale,  but  1  was  interested 
in  something  devoted  completely 


to  acting. 

In  early  October  of  last 
year,  I  discovered  that  a  college 
fair  of  arts  schools  was  taking 


...  ACTING 
CONSERVATORIES 
ARE  NOT  THE 
TRADITIONAL  FATE 
OF  THE  AVERAGE 
BLS  STUDENT. 

place  in  Back  Bay.  When  1  at¬ 
tended  the  fair,  I  obtained  know  l¬ 
edge  of  established  acting  conser¬ 


vatories  such  as  the  AADA,  the 
University  of  the  Arts  and  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  Institute  of  the  Arts.  I  ap¬ 
plied  to  several  schools  and  was 
accepted  to  all  of  them.  The  ap¬ 
plications  and  essays  were  rela¬ 
tively  easy,  but  the  auditions  were 
the  killer.  Sometimes  the 
auditioners  were  pleasant  but  I  did 
receive  my  share  of  cutthroat  ones 
w  ho  were  quick  to  tell  me  exactly 
what  I  did  wrong.  Nevertheless,  I 
was  accepted. 

The  acceptance  to  AADA 
understandably  made  me  happy; 
however,  acting  conservatories  are 
not  the  traditional  fate  of  the  aver¬ 
age  BLS  student.  When  1  told 
people  where  I  was  going,  I  re¬ 
ceived  less  than  enthusiastic  reac¬ 
tions  from  my  family,  friends,  and 


teachers.  My  family  eventually 
came  around  because  they  wanted 
me  to  be  happy,  but  they  were  con¬ 
cerned  about  my  not  having  any¬ 
thing  to  “fall  back  on.” 

Classmates  had  the  same 
responses  when  1  told  them:  Some 
said,  “Oh,  so  you’re  really  serious 
about  acting,  and  it’s  not  just  a 
hobby?”  Others  asked,  “How  can 
you  go  to  a  school  for  acting? 
What  are  they  going  to  teach  you 
there?”  Some  just  looked  at  me 
with  a  stare  that  seemed  to  say, 
"Have  you  lost  your  mind?”  while 
their  mouths  replied,  “Oh,  that’s 
nice.”  Teachers  also  responded 
similarly.  It  was  hard  and  it  still  is 
but  I’m  getting  through  it.  I’m 
doing  what’s  going  to  make  me 
happy.  I  believe  that  good  things 


happen  to  people  who  are  deter¬ 
mined  and  I  feel  that  I  just  might 
have  a  small  shot  at  making  it.  I 
am  looking  forward  to  next  year, 
and  I  am  going  to  embrace  every 
new  experience  with  open  arms.  I 
am  ready  for  whatever  comes  next 
. . .  good  or  bad. 

To  anyone  considering  a 
life  in  the  arts:  Just  follow  your 
dreams.  Do  what  makes  you 
happy  and  don’t  worry  about  what 
anyone  else  thinks  because  it’s 
your  life.  Don’t  do  what -you  don’t 
want  to  just  to  please  others.  I  don’t 
want  to  sound  like  some  cheesy 
after  school  special,  but  its  true  and 
I’m  living  proof.  Just  be  you. 
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AIM  to  be  BIG 


By  Longjie  Dai,  II 

Graphic  Arts  Editor 

Hey  big  shot  computer 
whiz,  just  figured  how  to  use  e- 
mail?  I'm  sorry  to  tell  you  this, 
but  e-mail  is  a  thing  of  the  past. 
Why  wait  for  e-mail  when  you  can 
have  instant ,  real-time  mes¬ 
saging? 

It  all  started  in  1985.  ... 
yes,  1  know  that’s  also  the  year  I 
was  born,  but  more  importantly, 
it  was  the  year  Quantum 
Computer  Services  came  into 
being.  (You  know  it  today  as 
America  Online.)  Truly 
responsible  for  starting  the 
Internet  craze,  AOL  is  partly 
responsible  for  what  the  Internet 
is  today,  providing  Internet  to 
those  who  can’t  even  make  toast 
for  themselves. 

In  1996,  AOL’s  instant 
messaging  feature  was  released 
(today  referred  to  as  AOL 
Messaging  and  AIM),  starting  the 
Internet  chatting  craze.  What  was 
revolutionary  about  AOL’s  service 
was  the  fact  that  it  brought  forth 


the  “Buddy  List”  idea.  In  old- 
style  chat  clients  such  as  mIRC, 
you  had  to  pick  a  chatroom  to 
enter,  hoping  to  make  friends, 
and  if  your  friends  didn’t  go  to 
the  same  chatrooms  that  you 
were  in.  you  didn’t  get  to  talk 
to  them. 

While  the  buddy  list 
does  have  its  disadvantages, 
such  as  limiting  interaction 
with  strangers,  it  did  prevent 
random  Star  Wars  fans  from 
disrupting  your  Star  Trek 
conversation  with  Wookie 
sounds.  In  the  same  year  AIM 
came  about,  three  20- 
something-year-old  Israelis 
and  some  other  guy  released 
I  Seek  You  (ICQ).  It 
surpassed  AOL  in  almost 
every  way,  and  AOL  most 
likely  stole  the  idea  of 
instant  messaging  from 
them  in  the  first  place.  But 
that  doesn’t  matter,  because 
in  1998  AOL  bought  out 
ICQ.  AOL  also  bought 
CompuServe  (they  had  a 
messenger  too),  Winamp 


Flash  vs. 

POWERPOINT 


By  Ke  Zhang,  V 

Contributing  Writkr 

When  you  are  assigned 
an  electronic  presentation,  the 
first  thing  that  comes  to  mind 
would  probably  be  Microsoft 
PowerPoint.  The  slide  show 
program  is  considered  one  of  the 
best  tools  for  presentation. 
However,  all  of  that  is  going  to 
be  changed  by  a  program  from 
Macromedia,  known  as  flash. 
Flash  is  commonly  known  as  an 
online  movie  program  that  makes 
simple  movies  embedded  onto  a 
website.  However,  it  can  also  be 
used  as  a  powerful  presentation 
tool. 

Flash  works  a  little 
differently  than  PowerPoint.  The 
major  difference  is  that  Flash  is 
frame-based  while  PowerPoint  is 
strictly  a  slideshow  editor.  What 
I  mean  by  “frame-based”  is  that 
it  works  like  a  movie.  It  plays 
frame  by  frame  to  show  motion, 
but  it  can  be  stopped  to  show  a 
single  frame  at  a  time,  much  like 
a  slide.  Therefore,  if  you  program 
Flash  to  change  frames  to  the 
click  of  a  mouse,  you  are 
essentially  making  a  PowerPoint 
presentation. 

So  what  is  the  use  then? 
Well,  in  addition  to  having  the 
capabilities  of  PowerPoint,  you 
can  make  your  own  movie 
animations.  Unlike  PowerPoint, 
where  you  are  limited  to  built-in 
animations  that  are  included,  you 
are  free  to  create  any  form  of 
animation  using  a  function  in 
Flash  called  a  “motion  tween.” 
Motion  tween  allows  for  a  picture 
or  symbol  to  move  from  one  place 
to  another.  Combine  it  with  a 


motion  guide,  which  tells  the 
symbol  to  follow  a  drawn  line,  and 
you  can  make  your  presentation  a 
whole  lot  more  interesting. 

Unlike  PowerPoint,  Flash 
has  the  advantage  of  incorporating 
action  to  the  presentation  and  also 
sounds.  Therefore,  you  can  import 
clips  from  videos  into  your 
presentation  without  opening 
another  program.  You  can  also 
make  your  own  actions.  For 
example,  using  multiple  motion 
tweens,  you  can  move  a  picture  of 
chalk  along  words  to  give  the 
illusion  that  the  words  are  written 
before  your  eyes. 

Well,  you  might  say  that 
none  of  these  things  are  useful,  but 
in  fact  half  of  the  presentation  is 
not  what  is  presented  but  how  it’s 
presented.  With  PowerPoint,  the 
most  attractive  animations  involve 
words  that  fly  in  from  the  sides 
With  Flash,  your  animation 
problems  are  solved.  You  are  free 
from  any  boundaries  and  you  can 
ultimately  make  any  kind  of 
animation  without  having  any 
limitations  on  the  quantity. 

The  possibilities  of  Flash 
are  endless,  and  as  your  skills 
develop,  your  presentations  will 
get  better  and  better.  Soon,  you 
find  yourself  making  an  interactive 
movie  that  involves  not  just  the 
projector,  but  also  the  students.  If 
you  are  willing  to  take  the  time  to 
learn  Flash,  it  will  really  be 
worthwhile.  You  will  see  a 
dramatic  change  in  your 
presentations  and  also  a  quality  of 
design  that  you  cannot  achieve 
using  Microsoft  PowerPoint.  So 
move  over,  PowerPoint,  because 
Flash  is  coming  your  way. 
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and  Netscape. 


Yahoo  and  Microsoft 
quickly  jumped  on  the  Instant 
Messenger  band-wagon 
afterwards,  releasing  Yahoo 
Messenger  and  MSN 
Messenger,  respectively,  in 
1997.  Yahoo  ended  up 
copying  ICQ.  MSN  copyed 
AIM. 

Now  that  you  know  this 
history  of  the  Instant  Mes¬ 
senger  giants,  which  one  are 
you  going  to  use?  First,  you 
must  consider  many  things. 
The  most  important  of  which 
is,  What  do  all  your  friends 
use?  This  question  forces 
most  people  to  use  AIM,  so 
that  they  can  talk  to  their 
not-smart-enough-to-not- 
use-AOL  friends.  You  may 
also  want  to  consider  the 
cool  function  of  offline 
mes-saging,  which  both 
ICQ  and  Yahoo  offer. 
Offline  mes-saging 
allows  you  to  message 


offline  friends:  Your  messages  are 
sent  as  soon  as  they  sign  back  online, 
even  if  you  go  offline  (it’s  a  lot  better 
than  waiting  for  a  friend  to  come 
back  online  or  of  having  to  resort  to 
e-mail). 

Having  a  hard  time  picking 
which  instant  messenger  to  use? 
Download  AIM  (http:// 

www.aim.com).  It  has  the  biggest 
user  base,  and  most  of  your  friends 
most  likely  have  it  already.  Getting 
bored  of  AIM,  or  looking  for  a  more 
featured  messenger  client?  Try  ICQ 
(http://web.icq.com)  or  even  Yahoo 
Messenger  (http://messenger. 

yahoo.com).  But  beware,  as  cool  as 
these  clients  are,  not  many  people 
use  them  (you  might  end  up  I  Ming 
yourself)-  Think  you're  some  sort  of 
1337  haxOr?  MIRC  is  for  you  (http:/ 
/www.mirc.com).  There  is  no  reason 
you  should  have  MSN  Messenger- 
It  stinks!  Change  IM  clients  before 
you  catch  the  Microsoft  plague! 
(Too  late!  You're  already  using 
Windows! )  On  a  final  note,  Trillian 
is  a  great  alternative  to  picking  just 
one  client,  for  it  allows  connections 
to  the  five  major  networks  (AIM, 
ICQ,  mIRC,  MSN,  Yahoo);  you  can 
pick  it  up  at  http://www.trillian.cc. 


Build  Your  Own  Computer 


By  Isaac  Meister,  IV 

Editorial  Board  Associate 

Picture  a  kid  going  off  to 
college,  bringing  his  Internet 
addiction  right  along  with  him.  He 
uses  his  computer  for  everything. 
He  doesn’t,  however,  have  a  whole 
lot  of  money,  and  his  computer  is 
staying  where  it  was  designed  to 
be:  home.  What  does  he  do? 
Perhaps  he  should  build  his  own 
computer.  No,  you  don’t  have  to 
be  a  computer  genius  to  build  your 
own  computer  anymore.  It’s 
becoming  an  increasingly  better 
idea  to  chuck  away  the 
conventional  computer 

manufacturer  and  have  a  go  at  it 
yourself. 

Why?  Firstly,  it’s  much 
less  expensive  than  buying  a 
desktop.  Manufacturers  have  to 
make  not  one,  but  millions  of 
computers,  and  factor  in  assembly 
costs.  Plus,  you  have  to  add  the 
bother  of  technical  support  and  a 
profit  margin.  It’s  not  uncommon 
to  be  able  to  build  a  computer  for 
$  1 500  that  would  cost  easily  twice 
as  much  on  the  open  market. 

There  is  a  lot  of  work  and 
planning  involved.  The  first  thing 
you  must  commit  to  is  a  dollar 
value  of  what  you  are  willing  to 
spend.  Also,  before  you  buy 
anything,  make  sure  you  know 
precisely  what  you  need  and  where 
to  buy  it.  Compatibility  is  big  issue, 
and  that  is  where  you  will 
encounter  the  most  problems. 
Unless  you  have  money  to  burn, 
make  sure  your  components  work 
before  you  buy  them. 

The  other  main  problem 
is  w  hat  you  need  to  do  the  job.  The 
basic  components  of  a  computer 
are,  in  no  particular  order: 
processor,  motherboard,  RAM, 
hard  drive,  heatsink/fans,  optical 


drive,  video  card,  sound  card, 
network/modem  card,  and  of 
course,  the  case.  All  these  terms 
can  be  a  bit  daunting,  however. 
Here  are  some  brief  rundowns  of 
the  categories  and  what  you  can 
expect  from  them. 

The  CPU  is  one  of  the 
most  important  parts  of  a  system. 
A  slow  processor  will  limit  the 
best-equipped  of  machines.  The 
two  major  contenders  in  this 
category  are  Intel,  with  their 
Pentium  IV  processor  and  AMD, 
with  their  Athlon  XP  processor. 

I  would  recommend  the  Athlon 
XP  to  the  under-$2000  computer 
budget.  The  heatsink  is  the  metal 
block  that  carries  the  heat  away 
from  the  processor.  Check  with 
the  processor  manufacturer  for 
their  recommended  list. 

In  terms  of  mother¬ 
boards,  there  is  a  wide  range  of 
options.  Motherboards  are  large 
circuit  boards  into  which  all  of 
the  peripheral  cards,  drives, 
memory,  and  processors  connect. 
Make  sure  that  the  motherboards 
you  consider  are  recommended 
by  the  processor  manufacturers. 

RAM  is  a  bit  more 
complicated.  The  performance  of 
your  system  is  dependent  on  the 
installed  RAM.  For  those  users 
building  on  a  Pentium  IV 
platform,  you  have  a  choice 
between  the  faster  and  more 
expensive  RDRAM  and  the 
more  readily  available  DDR 
SDRAM.  I  would  recommend  a 
minimum  of  512  MB  of  RAM. 

Hard  drives  are  where 
all  the  files  and  programs  on  the 
computer  are  stored.  IDE  is  the 
obvious  bus  choice,  and  the 
performance  gain  given  by  a 
higher  drive  rotation  speed  ( 7200 
RPM  and  up)  is  significant. 


For  those  who  need  large  hard  drive 
space  ( 160  GB  and  up),  5400  RPM 
is  the  only  choice. 

Graphics  cards  and  sound 
cards  are  more  a  function  of  the 
individual  usage  of  computers.  The 
dominant  chipsets  in  use  at  the 
moment  on  graphics  cards  are  the 
GeForce  series  by  nVidia,  providing 
affordable  3D  to  even  general  users. 
Audiophiles  should  consider  their 
Audigy™  series  from  Creative,  but 
the  respectable  onboard  sound  on 
many  mainboards  today  will  satisfy 
more  general  users. 

Networking  and  modem 
cards  allow  computers  to  connect  to 
the  Internet.  Performance  differ¬ 
ences  between  modem  and  network 
cards  are  negligible  from  brand  to 
brand.  Make  sure,  however,  for 
peripheral  expansion,  that  at  least 
two  USB  ports  come  on  your 
motherboard.  Firewire,  while 
growing  in  popularity,  still  remains 
in  the  minority  in  terms  of  overall 
compatibility.  Optical  drives 
available  today  are  CD-ROM,  DVD, 
and  CD-RW.  The  negligible  cost  of 
DVD  drives  leaves  no  reason  not  to 
buy  one  over  a  CD-ROM  drive, 
which  lacks  video  capability. 
CD  writers  are  now  cheap  and 
plentiful. 

This  is  just  a  rough  guide 
for  the  building  a  computer.  The 
actual  process  is  a  lot  less  clear  cut. 
Don’t  let  that  daunt  you.  though.  The 
financial  and  knowledge-based 
rewards  of  building  your  own 
computer  far  outweigh  the  costs  and 
risks.  And  you  are  not  alone.  There 
is  a  multitude  of  books  and  resources 
online  to  help  guide  you  on  your 
way.  By  building  your  own 
computer,  you  can  save  money,  learn 
a  lot,  build  exactly  what  you  want, 
and  turn  that  overworked  metal  box 
on  the  desk  into  a  personal  creation. 


Correction:  In  last  issue's  Web  site  spotlights,  the  owner  of  multifarity.com  was  incorrectly  identified.  It  is  owned  solely  by  Jared  Egan,  II. 
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Boys  Baseball  Drives  Opposition  Baity 


NUMBER  4  SCORCHES  ONE  TO  THE  OPPOSITE  FIELD 


By  David  Biele,  II 

Contributing  Writer 

Despite  a  slow  start  to  the 
season,  the  Boston  Latin  boys 
baseball  team  has  rebounded  and 
now  finds  itself  in  the  middle  of  a 
competitive  race  for  the  Dual 
County  League  championship. 
After  a  2-4  start  due  largely  to 
defensive  mishaps,  the  team  pulled 
itself  together  and  has  achieved  a 
4-0  record  since. 

Senior  co-captains  Mike 
McCarthy  and  Burgess  Nichols 
form  a  dynamic  duo  at  the  top  of 
the  pitching  staff.  Also  making 
major  contributions  to  this  talented 
staff  is  rookie  freshman  Sean 
Martin.  Whenever  he  is  called 
upon,  Martin  is  up  to  the  task.  He 
continues  to  improve  his  pitching 
and  provide  the  team  with  some 


strong  innings. 

McCarthy  and  Nichols,  two 
DCL  All-Stars  last  year,  also  lead 
the  squqad’s  offense,  consistently 
getting  on  base  and  driving  in 
runs.  They  are  aided  by  a  talented 
lineup  that  includes  junior  Paul 
Larocque.  Larocque  has  provided 
the  Pack  with  a  steady  offensive 
output  while  also  playing  solid 
defense  in  the  outfield.  With  the 
loss  of  key  player  Andrew  Collins 
last  year,  senior  Eric  Merner  has 
had  some  large  shoes  to  fill; 
however,  he’s  been  standing  up  to 
the  challenge,  handling  the 
pitching  staff  well  and  adding  to 
the  offense  with  his  bat. 

The  pitching  and  offense 
have  been  consistent  for  most  of 
the  season,  though  the  team  has 
struggled  with  sporadic  defensive 
play.  In  their  first  game  of  the 


season  against  Concord-Carlisle, 
the  Wolfpack  entered  the  seventh 
inning  with  the  lead.  However, 
they  lost  their  concentration  and 
made  several  errors,  leading  to  a 


loss  instead  of  a  victory.  Despite 
these  defensive  letdowns,  the  team 
has  put  the  errors  of  yesterday 
behind  them,  and  their  play  has 
improved  over  the  past  few  games. 


Now,  the  team  looks  to  carry 
the  momentum  of  their  four- 
game  winning  streak 
throughout  the  rest  of  their 
season. 


Softball  Excels 


Girls  Tennis  Serving  up 
Another  Winning  Season 


By  Chao  Pan,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


By  Katy  Meagher,  I 

Staff  Writer 


One  team  at  BLS  that  does 
not  receive  enough  recognition  for 
its  effort  and  winning  status  is  the 
Girls  Varsity  Tennis  Team.  For  the 
record,  the  female  tennis  team  has 
been  Dual  County  League  Cham¬ 
pion  every  year  since  1999.  Last 
year,  they  won  the  state  champi¬ 
onship.  So  far  this  year,  the  girls 
are  undefeated  in  their  matches. 

The  BLS  team  consists  of 
four  captains,  seniors  Jana 
Bartoloni  and  Erin  Fleming  and 
juniors  Sara  Redd  and  Jennifer 
Seide.  Gabriela  Perez-Hobrecker 
(I),  Kasia  Preneta  (II)  and  Ania 
Preneta  (IV)  fall  under  their  lead¬ 
ership. 

Each  high  school  tennis  team 


is  made  up  of  three  single  players 
and  two  sets  of  doubles. 
Bartoloni,  Fleming  and  Kasia 
Preneta  are  the  three  singles  play¬ 
ers.  Seide  and  Redd  make  up  one 
doubles  team,  with  the  other  com¬ 
prised  of  Perez-Hobrecker  and 
Ania  Preneta.  Coach  Paul-anne 
Kennedy  is  responsible  for  the 
guidance  and  direction  of  this 
team,  which  usually  practices  near 
BLS  at  Carter  Playground.  It  is  a 
difficult  task  to  work  side  by  side 
with  someone  and  to  have  to  trust 
and  rely  on  them  every  day,  but 
these  girls  have  established  bonds 
that  make  working  together  easy. 

Seide  and  Redd  were  the 
winners  of  the  Dual  Country  In¬ 
dividuals  for  doubles  teams  last 
year,  and  are  looking  forward  to 
the  match  this  year,  hoping  for  a 
repeat.  The  2002  season  happens 


to  be  Ania  Preneta ’s  first  year  on 
the  varsity  team,  but  she  has  al¬ 
ready  prevailed  in  all  her 
matches,  along  with  her  doubles 
mate  Perez-Hobrecker. 

Captain  Bartoloni  expresses 
her  excitement  for  the  state  cham¬ 
pionship  matches.  “We  are  ready 
to  play  at  the  state  championship 
again,”  Bartoloni  says.  “We  have 
been  working  hard  in  order  to 
reach  our  goal,  and  we  want  to 
show  every  other  team.we  are  the 
best  in  the  league.  We  will  be 
taking  down  anyone  in  our  way!” 

The  seniors  on  the  girls  ten¬ 
nis  team  have  been  great  con¬ 
tributors  to  the  sports  program  at 
BLS.  Tennis  had  not  been  a  win¬ 
ning  sport  at  BLS  until  Bartoloni, 
Fleming  and  Perez-Hobrecker 
joined  and  turned  the  team’s  luck 
around. 


Boston  Latin  School’s 
softball  program  is  having  an 
excellent  season  this  year.  The 
players  started  the  season  with 
last  year’s  playoff  loss  still  fresh 
in  their  minds,  but  the  team  has 
done  much  to  redeem  itself.  Even 
before  the  season,  the  dedicated 
players  of  the  team  showed  up  to 
work  out  and  train  at  captains’ 
practices  that  started  as  early  as 
March. 

When  the  season  started, 
they  were  ready  to  play  and  have 
worked  very  hard  with  their  new 
coach.  “Coach  Holland  is  very 
enthusiastic  about  the  team,  and 
he’s  guided  us  well,”  said  co¬ 
captain  Jen  Olsen  (I).  Coach 
Holland  came  to  the  head  of  the 
Lady  Wolfpack  softball  team  after 
assisting  BLS  football  in  the  fall. 


The  hard  work  the  team  put  in 
during  the  pre-season  has 
obviously  paid  off,  as  the  team 
now  boasts  a  respectable  record 
of  5-3  in  the  Dual  County  League. 

This  year’s  team  is  led  by 
co-captains  Olsen  and  Jackie 
Coffey  (I),  who  play  infield  and 
pitcher  respectively.  These  two 
seniors  bring  experience  to  the 
team  and  provide  it  with  a  solid 
foundation.  The  rest  of  the  team, 
however,  is  by  no  means  lacking 
in  talent.  With  upperclassmen 
filling  a  majority  of  the  roster,  the 
team  has  plenty  of  experience. 
There  are  also  some  younger 
players  on  the  team  who  provide 
fresh  talent  to  an  already  solid 
team.  “The  team  will  be  in  good 
hands  after  we  leave,”  says  Olsen, 
in  reference  to  the  underclassmen 
of  the  team.  The  future  surely 
does  look  bright  for  Lady 
Wolfpack  softball. 


Who  Kidnapped  Mitty? 


Assistant  Sports  Editor 

Dear  Faithful  Readers, 

If  you  are  reading  these 
words,  then  1  have  succeeded  in 


my  attempts  to  contact  the  outside 
world  and  to  alert  you  of  my  per¬ 
ilous  condition.  I  have  been  kid¬ 
napped  and  am  being  horribly 
mistreated.  1  was  playing  baseball 
at  Clemente  Field,  minding  my 


onions,  when  I  was  suddenly 
cracked  upside  the  head  with  a 
water  pogo  stick,  and  knocked  un¬ 
conscious.  I  found  myself  in  a  dark 
room,  chained  to  the  wall.  My  cap- 
tor,  who  has  concealed  his  identity, 
has  subjected  me  to  the  most  hor¬ 
rible  torture. 

I  have  been  mercilessly 
forced  to  watch  the  Tampa  Bay 
Devil  Rays  play  every  night.  They 
have  tantalizingly  placed  marsh¬ 
mallows  just  out  of  my  reach  (I  am 
extremely  short  ),  causing  me  to  tire 
myself  in  my  ceaseless  efforts  to 
taste  their  soft,  chewy  goodness. 
And  I  won’t  start  on  those  bizarre 
marching  routines  that  they  have 
forced  me  to  undertake. 


The  only  good  thing  about 
this  place  is  the  food  they  actually 
do  give  me.  The  two-week-old 
pizza  and  the  Nixon-era  Twinkies 
are  a  vast  improvement  over  BLS 
food.  However,  if  I  am  forced  to 
witness  another  no-name  Devil  Ray 
player  throw  away  a  routine  ground 
ball  in  the  bottom  of  the  ninth  as 
the  game-winning  run  crosses  the 
plate,  I  may  lose  the  will  to  live. 

My  only  hope  lies  with  you, 
my  faithful  readership.  I  do  not 
know  where  I  am  being  held,  but  I 
do  have  a  few  hunches  as  to  who 
exactly  has  kidnapped  me.  I  believe 
I  may  have  been  abducted  by  the 
dark  lord  Dracor,  simply  because 
the  stench  of  evil  fills  the  room  each 


time  my  captor  enters.  Or,  it  may 
be  one  of  the  disgruntled  lunch  la¬ 
dies,  angered  over  my  incessant 
ribbing  of  the  cafeteria  food  (but 
for  god’s  sake,  apple  slices  do 
NOT  count  as  an  entree).  Finally, 
I  have  strong  reason  to  believe  I 
may  have  been  abducted  by — 
yes —  the  HamBurglar.  Ever  since 
that  1984  Great  Ground  Beef  in¬ 
cident  in  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar, 
that  silly  little  man  has  been  on 
my  tail.  But  hark! ! !  I  can  write  no 
longer,  as  I  can  hear  them  com¬ 
ing.  Please,  do  try  to  save  me.  By 
now,  it  may  be  too  late. 

Tune  in  next  year  to  find 
out  who  kidnapped  Mitty. 


June  2002  ^  paiie  29 
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Good  T imes  Are  Back  in  Beantown 


By  Mark  Higgins,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


A  famous  special  called  “The 
Spirit  of  ’86”  often  runs  on  ESPN 
Classic,  NESN  and  FSNE.  1 986 
was  an  extremely  special  year  for 
Boston  sports  fans.  The  Patriots 
“Squished  the  Fish”  to  go  to  New 
Orleans  and  lose  an  entirely 
forgettable  Super  Bowl  to  a  superb 
Bears  team  headlined  by  some  guy 
named  Walter  Payton.  The  Celtics 
played  one  of  the  greatest  series  in 
NBA  Finals  history  against  the 
Lakers.  They  won  their  16th  title 
and  have  not  won  another  since. 
The  Bruins  made  the  playoffs  in 


the  midst  of  a  span  of  playoff 
appearances  that  lasted  for  30 
years.  Perhaps  the  most 
memorable  moment  of  1986  was 
the  ninth  inning  of  Game  Six  of 
the  World  Series,  when  the  ball 
went  through  Buckner’s  legs. 

Boston  has  not  had  a  year 
like  1986  since.  So  on  September 
5,  when  we  walked  into  Boston 
Latin  to  begin  a  new  school  year, 
why  should  we  have  expected 
anything  different?  At  the  time  the 
Red  Sox  were  in  the  midst  of  a  late- 
season  collapse,  the  Patriots  were 
expected  to  finish  somewhere 
around  the  previous  season’s  5-1 1 
record,  the  Celtics  were  looking 


forward  to  their  first  year  sans 
Pitino.  and  the  Bruins  were  just 
hoping  to  make  the  playoffs. 

We  all  know  what  happened 
after  that.  Somehow,  New 
England  fell  in  love  with  a  second- 
year  backup  quarterback  named 
Tom  Brady,  a  rookie  defensive 
tackle,  a  revitalized  workhorse  of 
a  runner,  and  an  emotionless  coach 
w  ho  for  the  life  of  him  could  not 
crack  a  smile  until  he  won  it  all. 
We  wratched  in  amazement  as  a 
ragtag  band  of  misfits  came 
together  and  managed  to  secure  the 
second  seed  in  their  conference.  In 
one  of  the  most  memorable  playoff 
runs  in  football  history  (and  what 


true  sports  fan  does  not  remember 
where  he  was  for  the  play  of  the 
Raiders  snowstorm,  the  mauling 
the  Steelers  received  or  the 
supreme  upset  of  the  Rams?),  the 
Patriots  became  number  one  in  our 
hearts.  After  the  glow  of  the  Super 
Bowl  wore  off  and  everyone 
celebrated  the  victory  at 
Government  Center,  we  asked. 
“W  hat  now?”  New'  England  woke 
up  and  realized  that  the  Bs  and  the 
Cs  were  among  the  best  teams  in 
their  respective  sports. 

The  playoffs  came,  and  with 
them  so  did  the  Red  Sox.  The 
Bruins  got  bounced  in  the  first 
round,  and  the  Sox  lost  Opening 


Day  in  truly  scary  fashion.  Our 
hopes  were  left  w  ith  the  Celtics 
and  the  debates  were  over  w  hether 
the  Pedro  era  was  finished  or  not. 
Then  the  Sox  began  to  win.  and 
not  just  against  Tampa  Bay.  The 
Celtics  beat  Philly.  beat  Motown, 
and  moved  on  to  surprising  "New 
Joisey."  The  Sox  were  left  with 
the  best  record  in  baseball  and  one 
of  the  best  of  all  time. 

Who  knows  how  this  year 
will  end?  At  least  it  cannot  be  said 
that  our  teams  disappointed. 
Someday  2002  and  1986  will  be 
synonymous  in  Bostonians’  hearts. 


Sailing  Past  the  Competition 


By  Robert  Russell,  II 

Assistant  Sports  Editor 


include  sophomores  Alex  Bisaga, 
Aaron  Garrett,  John  Flolbroke, 
Biran  Newbold,  Katie  Donahue, 


very  formidable  opponents  such  as 
Brookline  and  Dover-Sherborn. 
The  team  also  had  to  deal  with 


■ 


WOLFPACK  SAILING  TEAM  TAKES  THE  LEAD 


Every  day  after 
school,  the  Charles  River 
is  covered  by  a  group  of 
very  determined  athletes, 
the  Boston  Latin  School 
Sailing  Team.  This 
season,  the  team  has  been 
focusing  on  team  racing, 
and  their  numerous  daily 
drills  are  starting  to 
improve  their  racing  skills. 

In  the  races,  each  team  has 
three  boats,  with  a  skipper 
and  crew,  and  tries  to  get 
its  boats  in  leading 
placements  using  a 
number  of  special  tactics. 

In  a  sport  that  requires 
constant  awareness  of 
wind  direction  and  wind 
speed  as  well  as  river 
speed,  and  considerable 
knowledge  of  sailing 
procedures,  the  Latin  sailors  have 
been  very  competitive.  This  year 
the  team  is  led  by  captains  Jesse 
Naimark-Rowse,  and  junior 
Caitlin  O'Brien.  They  are  backed 
by  the  team’s  group  of  skilled 
underclassmen,  who  have 
contributed  a  great  deal  in  the 
races.  These  underclassmen 


and  Andrew  Dervan  and  freshmen 
Justin  Blanchasic  and  Jay  O’Brian. 
New  as  head  coach  is  Emily 
Drowne,  who  has  done  much  to 
help  the  team,  get  more  kids  to 
participate  in  races,  and  ha^ 
improved  overall  team  structure 
and  skill. Competing  in  a  tough 
league,  the  team  has  had  to  face 


losing  a  core  of  seniors  last  year. 
Flow'ever,  with  the  large  group  of 
dedicated,  experienced  sailors  and 
a  new  coach  with  high 
expectations,  the  Latin  sailing 
team  is  turning  heads  and  doing 
well. 


Crew  Paddles 
Ahead 


By  Rebecca  Greening,  II 

Staff  Writer 

Despite  a  forced  hiatus  from 
rowing  last  season  due  to  the  lack 
of  a  coach,  the  girls  have  once 
again  made  their  w'ay  to  the  banks 
of  the  Charles  for  an  impressive 
season  of  consistent  improvement. 

Senior  Co-Captains  Liz 
McDonnell  and  Susie  Dinsmore 
sought  out  Gillian  Curran  to  join 
the  Wolfpack  community  as  the 
new  girls’  crew  team  coach.  As  is 
well  known,  the  crew  team  has  not 
always  had  much  luck  when  it 
comes  to  coaching.  For  the  past 
few  years  the  team  has  been 
struggling  due  to  the  lack  of  a 
coach,  something  that  is  extremely 
vital  for  the  success  of  a  team.  But 
with  Curran's  experience  and 
guidance,  this  may  be  the  year  that 
the  rowers  of  BLS  will  be  gliding 
into  a  w'inning  season.  Curran, 
only  22  years  old.  is  no  stranger  to 
the  world  of  crew.  She  has  had  five 
years  of  experience  as  a  coxswain, 
the  person  who  guides  the  boat, 
and  knows  all  the  tricks  and 
techniques.  In  addition  to  this,  she 
has  been  a  dedicated  rower  for 
four  years.  As  a  recent  college 
graduate  and  captain  of  the 
Wesleyan  crew  team,  she  is 
definitely  more  than  qualified  for 


the  position.  Gillian’s  dedication 
and  saint, -like  patience  has  helped 
the  team  persevere  through 
numerous  setbacks,  from  ancient 
and  spider-infested  boats  to 
multiple  equipment  failures. 
Despite  this,  the  team  has 
weathered  harsh  conditions  and 
remained  active  on  the  racing 
circuit. 

The  varsity  boat  strokes  on 
under  the  direction  of  junior 
captains  Natasha  Leary  and  Susan 
Zhu.  Experienced  junior  rowers 
Kathleen  Hughes  and  Jamila 
Martin  set  the  pace  for  sophomore 
Mallorie  Sullivan  and  senior 
Madeline  Sedovic,  who  bring 
much-needed  power  on  the  drives. 
Following  suit  are  freshman  Lindy 
McGrail  and  junior  Rebecca 
Greening  in  bow.  Novice,  junior 
varsity  and  fivesie  rowers  make  up 
the  second  boat. 

Support  from  the  parents  has 
never  wavered;  through  the  hail  at 
Wayland-Weston  and  the  rain  at 
Mass  Public,  they  have  kept  the  hot 
chocolate  and  Gatorade  always 
waiting  on  the  sidelines. 

Despite  a  limited  budget  for 
this  expensive  sport,  the  spirit  of 
crew  is  very  much  alive  at  Latin. 
With  the  successful  rebirth  of  this 
season,  there  will  be  no  way  to  halt 
their  future  success. 


Women  in  Sports 


By  Katy  Meagher,  I 

Staff  Writer 

Girls,  we  have  come  a  long 
way.  Our  involvement  in  sports  has 
gone  from  nothing  to  taking  part 
in  almost  every  sport  possible, 
from  tennis  and  golf  to  weight 
lifting  and  boxing.  But  how  far 
do  we  still  have  to  go  to  match  men 
in  sports  participation? 

A  little  over  a  century  ago, 
women  competing  in  the  Olympics 
was  unheard  of;  it  w  as  in  the  1 900 


Olympic  Games  in  Paris  when 
croquet,  golf  and  tennis  saw  their 
first  female  competitors.  These 
sports  were  supposedly  “gentle” 
enough  for  women  to  compete  in. 
It  took  half  a  century  for  the 
percentage  of  women  in  the 
Olympics  to  rise  to  1 0  percent.  The 
competitors  at  the  Olympic  Games 
in  Sydney  were  comprised  of  44 
percent  women. 

Equality  in  numbers  should 
be  a  common  goal  for  w  omen  in 
2004.  Title  IX.  a  federal  law- 


passed  in  1972,  prohibits  sex 
discrimination  at  educational 
institutions  receiving  federal 
funds.  This  means  all  high  schools 
and  colleges  must  offer  equivalent 
equipment  and  opportunities  for 
female  athletes.  The  results  ofTitle 
IX  also  included  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  athletic  scholarships  for 
women.  However,  in  2001  the 
Women's  Sports  Foundation  found 
that  female  college  athletes 
received  less  than  26  percent  of 
college  sports’  operating  budget. 


The  victory  of  the  U.S. 
women’s  soccer  team  in  the  World 
Cup  in  1998  generated  the  same 
television  ratings  as  the  NBA 
playoffs  and  the  World  Series  of 
that  year.  Unfortunately,  women’s 
athletics  are  often  overlooked  by 
the  media.  A  quick  survey  of 
Bostonians  would  say  that  the 
most  important  sports  teams  in 
Massachusetts  are  the  Patriots, 
Celtics,  Red  Sox,  and  Bruins. 
These  are  men’s  teams.  Most 
wouldn’t  even  know  which 


WNBA  team  is  closest  to  our  area 
(It’s  the  New  York  Liberty),  and 
the  fact  that  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  the  WNFL.  As  women,  we  have 
a  responsibility  to  participate  in 
and  support  in  sports  for  the  sake 
of  those  women  before  us  who 
were  discriminated  against.  Our 
school  offers  many  opportunities 
in  athletics  for  females,  which 
many  unfortunately  do  not  take 
advantage  of.  It  is  possible  that  in 
our  generation  women  finally 
become  equal  to  men  in  athletics. 
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Spotlight 


Jackie  Coffey 


By  Bridget  Butler,  I 

Contributing  Writer 

Every  morning  I  walk 
into  homeroom  to  see  the  smiling 
face  of  Jackie  Coffey  whose  mouth 
is  usually  full  with  French  Fries 
from  the  back  truck.  For  those  who 
don’t  know  Jackie  Coffey,  she  is  a 
fixture  in  the  BLS  sports 
community.  Her  outstanding 
athletic  ability  has  made  her 
irreplaceable  to  the  three  varsity 
sports  teams  she  was  captain  of 
this  year:  basketball,  soccer,  and 
of  course,  softball. 

Jackie  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Varsity  Softball  team  since  the 
eighth  grade,  the  basketball  team 
since  the  tenth,  and  the  soccer  team 
since  the  eighth.  She  is  one  of  the 
most  accomplished  athletes 
Boston  Latin  has  ever  seen.  Also 
an  incredible  artist,  she  has  been 
in  Advanced  Placement  Studio  Art 
since  the  1 1th  grade. 

Softball  at  Daisy  field  will 
never  be  the  same  now  that  Jackie 
has  graduated.  Her  amazing 
pitching  abilities  have  helped  carry 
the  team  through  the  past  five 
years.  Jackie  has  been  a  DCL  All- 
Star  from  1999-2001  and  was 
named  Dual  County  League 
“MVP”  this  year.  Last  year  the 
Boston  Herald  named  Jackie  All- 
Scholastic  Softball  Pitcher  and  the 
Boston  Globe  as  well  as  the  West 
Roxbury  Transcript  named  her 
Player  of  the  Week.  Union  College 
will  surely  appreciate  all  her  hard 
work  and  the  skills  she’s  acquired 
at  BLS. 

Jackie  is  not  just  good  at  one 
sport  but  at  all  three,  which  is  what 
makes  her  stand  out  from  the  rest 
of  the  athletes  at  BLS.  Jackie’s 
aggressive  attitude  and  deter¬ 
mination  is  what  pushes  her  to  be 
a  great  soccer  player.  She  was 
named  DCL  All-Star  last  year  for 
her  success  on  the  field.  Her 
success  on  the  basketball  court  is 
also  not  to  be  forgotten.  It’s  not 
easy  being  a  member  of  three 
varsity  sports,  but  Jackie  proves 
that  it  is  possible.  She  has  strong 
will  power  and  never  gives  up. 
“My  team-mates  have  always  been 
supportive,  and  without  them  I 
could  not  have  improved  or 
excel  led."  she  said.  There  is  more 
to  this  girl  than  just  softball, 
basketball,  and  soccer.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  senior  band,  takes 
A.P.  Art.  and  likes  to  spend  her 
spare  time  watching  movie 
featuring  Audrey  Hepburn,  whom 
she  finds  "awesome  and  very 
inspiring.”  Her  favorite  Audrey 
Hepburn  movie  is  “Wait  Until 
Dark.”  and  she  likes  to  “skip  in  the 
rain.” 

Jackie  comes  from  a  very 
athletic  and  encouraging  family. 
"My  parents  inspire  me  to  improve 
and  be  the  best.”  It  is  obvious  that 
they  have  done  a  good  job  w  ith 
Jackie  because  she  left  her  mark 
at  Boston  Latin  School. 


Sports 


Joey  at  the  Bat 


By  Dan  Weissman,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


Bottom  of  the  ninth,  men  on 
first  and  third,  home  team  down 
by  one  run.  Joe  looked  at  the 
pitcher,  who  stood  60  feet  and  six 
inches  away.  The  pitcher  had  a 
slight  smirk  on  his  face,  as  he  was 
ahead  in  the  count,  0-2.  The  fans 
were  all  on  their  feet  confident  that 
Joe,  a  junior  at  Murphy  High, 


would  come  through. 

Joe  wasn’t  so  confident.  He 
was  thinking,  “I  can’t  strike  out,  I 
can’t  strike  out,  1  can’t  ...’’Tohim, 
everything  hinged  on  this  game.  If 
he  got  a  hit,  his  team  would  be  in 
first  place  and  heading  to  the 
playoffs.  If  he  did  not,  they  still 
might  get  into  the  playoffs,  but 
would  lose  their  first  place 
standing. 

In  came  the  pitch,  and  down 
went  Joe  on  a  curveball.  Strike 
three,  yer  out. 
Dejected,  Joe 
walked  back  to 
the  bench  as  the 
other  team’s 
players  joyously 
swarmed  around 
their  pitcher.  Joe 
saw  the 

disappointed 
look  on  his 
teammates’  and 
coaches’  faces. 
He  muttered  an 
apology, 
grabbed  his  bag, 
and  headed 
home.  That 
night,  Joe  felt 
like  he  had  let 
the  entire  world 
down.  “But,”  he 
reflected,  “at 
least  I  got  to  play 
baseball  today.” 


Bottom  of 
the  ninth, 
men  on 
first  and 
third,  home 
team  down 
by  one  run. 

Casey 
looked  at 
the  pitcher, 
who  stood 
sixty  feet 
and  six 
inches 
away.  The 
pitcher  had 
a  slight 
smirk  on 
his  face,  as 
he  was 
ahead  in  he 
count,  0-2. 

The  fans 
were  all  on 

their  feet,  confident  that  Casey,  the 
eighty-million-dollar-left-fielder 
for  Mudville,  would  come 
through. 

Casey  felt  sure  that  he  would 
get  a  hit,  but  was  much  more 
interested  in  what  he  would  be 
eating  for  dinner  that  night.  The 
filet  mignon  the  previous  night  at 
the  Ritz-Carlton  had  been  a  bit 
drier  than  he  preferred.  And  he’d 
promised  that  singer,  Maria  Kerry, 
that  he  would  take  her  to  dinner 
tonight.  Eh,  no  matter,  he  could 


always  just  stand  her  up.  He  felt 
like  eating  lobster  tonight,  anyway. 

In  came  the  pitch,  and  down 
went  Casey  on  a  curveball.  Strike 
three,  yer  out.  Casey  walked  away, 
a  bit  disappointed  for  a  moment 
that  he  wouldn't  be  able  to  get  that 
bonus  for  hitting  his  fiftieth  homer 
tonight.  Looking  up,  he  could  see 
the  saddened  faces  in  the  crowd. 
“If  only  I  cared,”  he  thought.  After 
his  massage  and  a  half-hour  in  the 
private  sauna,  Casey  left  the 
stadium  in  his  Aston-Martin. 


Very  Superstitious 

A  Medley  of  Sports 
Superstitions 


“Every  time  before  a  baseball 
game  I  tie  my  shoes,  then  untie 
them,  and  tie  them  up  again  for 
good  luck.” 

— Jackson  Taylor,  IV 

“One  season  we  didn’t  get  our 
uniforms  until  the  first  game.  1 
was  wearing  a  pair  of  shorts  so  I 
wore  it  under  the  uniform.  We 
did  well  so  I  wore  the  shorts 
under  the  uniform  for  every 
game.” 

— John  McColgan,  II 


“I  wear  the  same  jacket  to  every 
game.” 

— Geneveive  McDonough,  I 

“I  never  step  on  the  foul  lines.” 

— Dave  Biele,  II 

“They  used  to  always  wear  high 
socks  in  lacrosse,  but  its  not 
required  any  more,  but  I  still  wear 
high  socks  anyway,  because  I  think 
it  gives  me  good  luck.” 

— Colin  Dwyer,  VI 
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“I  enjoy  playing  baseball  with  my 
number  being  13.  It  feels 
interesting  going  against  the 
common  superstition.” 

—Nick  Tomkavage,  VI 


“It  may  sound  kind  of  strange,  but 
I  really  don’t  like  to  get  myself 
dirty  while  1  play  sports.  I  think 
it  just  throws  off  my  game.” 

Thomas  Edwards,  II 


Boys  Volleyball  Bumps  and  Bops 


By  Emily  Robbins,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


After  a  shaky  start  to  the 
season,  the  boys  volleyball  team 
managed  to  overcome  their 
setbacks  and  form  a  solid  team. 
The  2002  season  proved  to  be  a 
better  one  than  that  of  years  past, 
leaving  the  players  optimistic 
about  next  year. 

The  team  began  practicing 
earlier  in  the  spring  with  hopes  of 
matching  last  year’s  record.  They 
experienced  some  hardships  early 


in  the  season  with  the  loss  of 
several  players,  but  the  dedicated 
ones  who  remained  definitely 
made  up  for  the  lost  teammates. 
Every  afternoon  the  team  can  be 
found  practicing  their  bumps  and 
spikes  in  the  upper  gym  under  the 
w  atch  of  Coach  McMarrow',  who 
is  a  major  asset  to  the  team. 

This  year's  team  was  led  by 
sophomore  All  Star,  Chris  Lennon. 
Having  been  on  volleyball  teams 
since  he  was  little,  he  has  the 
experience  and  skills  that  make 
him  a  valuable  player,  one  that  the 
rest  of  the  team  can  look  up  to. 


Of  this  year’s  season,  junior 
Arcady  Sosinov  said,  “The  most 
exciting  game  for  us  was  two 
weeks  ago  against  Cambridge,  the 
defending  State  Champions.” 
Unfortunately,  the  Wolfpack  was 
unable  to  overcome  this 
pow  erhouse,  but  that  did  not  shake 
the  confidence  of  the  team  as  a 
whole.  With  a  record  of  8-9-0  after 
a  rough  start,  the  team  proved  that 
they  can  stay  strong  in  the  face  of 
adversity.  Cambridge  better  watch 
out  next  year. 


SENIOR  KENNY  CHAN,  I,  SPIKES 
THE  BALL  BACK  AT  WAYLAND 


June  2002 
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Outdoor  Track  On  Track  As  Well 


By  St.  John  Barned- 
Smith,  III 

Contributing  Writer 

It’s  been  another  year  of 
long  practices  and  hard  work 
for  the  Boston  Latin  School 
track  team,  and,  their  results 
don’t  reflect  the  hard  work  the 
team  put  in  during  practice  and 
at  meets.  Joan  Duran,  Chris 
Whitmore,  and  Marcus 
Hughes,  the  boys  team  co¬ 
captains,  put  in  a  tremen-dous 
effort,  practicing  their  running, 
jumping  and  throwing  long 
after  the  rest  of  the  team  leaves, 
and  should  be  praised  for  their 
valiant  efforts.  The  year  was 
especially  stressful  because  it 
has  been  the  first  in  which 
Coach  DaRocha  has  not  been 
there;  he  is  now  at  Emmanuel 
College.  It  was  a  year  of 


adjustment  for  the  team,  with 
Coach  DeMello  taking  over  as 
head  coach  of  the  team,  but  he  rose 


to  the  task,  providing  valuable 
leadership  for  the  team  along  with 
assistant  coaches  Kramer, 


Pritchard  and  McCollum. 

The  girls  had  a  stressful  year, 
as  they  lost  a  lot  of  experience  and 
skill  with  the  departure  of  last 
year's  seniors.  But  Bridget  Butler. 
(I),  had  an  awesome  year,  running 
distance.  Seniors  Liz  Tricco. 
Caroline  O'Donnell.  Katy 
Meagher  (shot  put)  also  did  really 
w'ell.  All  the  girls  fought  with  guts 
and  determination  and  they  too 
deserve  a  pat  on  the  back. 

As  is  the  case  with  the  boys 
every  year,  they  suffered  from  a 
significant  lack  of  manpower 
|  compared  with  most  DCL  teams. 
2  However,  members  of  both  teams 
|  set  many  personal  records,  and  a 
h  number  of  individuals  are  going  on 
gj  to  states  after  a  successful  season, 
o  With  a  strong  core  of  under- 
>  classmen  and  juniors,  these  two 
track  teams  should  be  better  than 
ever  next  year. 


ARKADIUSZ  TUROLSKI  TRAINS  FOR  A  MEET  WITH  KEVIN  LIU 


Boys  Tennis  Makes  a  Racket 


By  Greg  Halloran,  II 

Staff  Writer 


Looking  back  on  the  record 
of  the  Boston  Latin  School  Boys 
tennis  team  you  might  not  think 
that  they  are  all  that  impressive, 
but  you’d  be  wrong.  Their  4-15 
record  this  year  masks  what  makes 
this  team  truly  exceptional.  With 
an  extremely  dedicated  group  of 
individuals,  this  team  works 
together  to  compete  at  its  best. 
Many  members  practice  the  sport 
year-round  in  order  to  prepare 


themselves  for  the  school  season. 
Junior  Minh  Nguyen,  a  doubles 
player,  notes  that,  “There  is  a 
definite  sense  of  camaraderie 
among  the  boys,”  and  adds,  “We 
give  our  1 10  percent  effort  with 
each  match.  We  work  as  a  team 
and  have  fun.”  That  sense  of  team 
has  been  essential  in  keeping  them 
going  through  such  a  rough  season. 

Led  by  captains  Qi  Feng  (I) 
and  Mike  Kennedy  (II),  this  year’s 
team  has  played  well  in  several 
games  besides  their  3-2  win 
against  10-4  Catholic  Memorial. 
Many  matches  have  been  very 


close,  especially  the  matches 
against  Newton  South  and 
Lincoln-Sudbury,  making  the 
losses  only  more  difficult  for  the 
team.  These  players  seem 
undaunted  by  their  losses,  though, 
and  their  confidence  and  love  of 
the  sport  is  obvious  when  talking 
with  any  member  of  the  team. 
With  half  a  season  left  to  play,  they 
have  the  right  attitude.  Doubles 
player  Darius  Banani  (III), 
commented,  “There  is  a  lot  of 
potential  on  the  Varsity  and  Junior 
Varsity  teams.  I  am  positive  that 
we  will  come  out  with  a  decent 


record.” 

This  small  team  of  seven 
players  (singles  and  pairs  of 
doubles)  includes  two  ninth 
graders  who  compete  alongside 
the  upperclassmen.  These  players 
should  mature  over  the  next  few 
years.  Only  two  team  members  are 
seniors,  so  the  majority  of  this 
year’s  team  will  remain  to  continue 
the  fight  next  year.  Pay  close 
attention  to  the  boy’s  tennis  team. 
With  so  much  heart  and 
confidence,  they  are  great  to  watch 
and  sure  to  pull  themselves  out  of 
their  current  slump. 


A  Sport: 

°t  NASCAR 


z 

LU 

> 

o 


z 

< 

X 

5 

z 

>• 

ca 


Not  a  Sport  Not  a  Sport  Not  a  Sport 


Not  a  Sport 

“Not  a  sport.  If  I  wanted  to 
watch  things  go  in  circles 
200  times,  I’d  watch  old 
people  jogging.” 

Stamatios  Dimitrakopalos,  II 


Sport 

“Going  200  mph  around  a 
curve.  You  get  money,  you 
get  girls,  and  people  sweat 
you.  How  much  more  of  a 
sport  can  it  be?” 

— Thomas  Edwards,  II 


“Sport  for  cars.  For  people, 
an  excuse  to  watch  stuff 
blow  up.” 

— Caitlin  Gillooly,  II 

Sport 

“It’s  more  of  a  sport  than 
pie-eating  or  chess.  Those 
questions  were 
ridicuculous.” 

— Orla  Obrien,  1 


“Not  a  spoil,  because  I’m  not 
from  the  south  or  married  to 
my  sister ...  yet.” 

—Patrick  Bocuzzi,  II 

Sport 

“Sport.  It’s  100  degrees  F  in 
the  car  and  you  drive  at  1 80 
mph.  Enough  said.” 

—Jose  Valenzuela,  II 


“No.  Driving  in  circles 
requires  absolutely  no 
athleticism.  Even  if  it  were 
a  sport,  they  all  must  really 
suck  at  it,  because  they  keep 
crashing.” 

— Mitty,? 

Sport 

“It’s  not,  because  if  it  is,  then 
taxi  drivers  are  athletes.” 

—Bobby  Zheng,  IV 
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Spotlight 


Burgess  Nichols 


By  Eric  Merner,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Athlete,  student,  nice  guy. 
These  are  all  words  that  describe 
Burgess  Nichols,  or  to  those  who 
know  him  best,  B-Nics  or  B-Nis. 

Burgess  is  a  born  leader,  the 
epitome  of  a  team  player  and  a 
gentleman.  B-Nics  was  a  key 
player  in  “Dead  at  the  Age  of  23,” 
a  pre-game  competition  amongst 
the  players  to  loosen  everyone  up. 
As  he  displayed  on  numerous 
occasions,  Burgess  has  an 
incredible  work  ethic,  working 
with  a  pitching  coach  in  the  off 
season  and  taking  extra 
groundballs  at  practice.  Burgess 
always  plays  at  100  percent  and 
will  do  anything  he  can  for  the 
good  of  the  team.  He  has  been  a 
valuable  asset  on  the  field  and  in 


Whenever  a  big 

PLAY  OR  KEY  HIT  IS 
NEEDED,  B-NlCS  IS 
THERE  TO  PICK  UP 
THE  TEAM  AND 
COME  THROUGH  IN 
THE  CLUTCH. 


the  classroom  during  his  tenure  at 
Latin  School,  and  is  the  captain  of 
the  varsity  baseball  team  and  a 
three-year  starter.  Burgess’  fellow 
players  were  raving  about  him  last 
year,  when  he  was  instrumental  to 
the  pitching  staff.  Now,  whenever 
a  big  play  or  key  hit  is  needed,  B- 
Nics  is  there  to  pick  up  the  team 
and  come  through  in  the  clutch. 

Next  year,  Burgess  will  be 
heading  to  the  United  States  Naval 
Academy  Prep  School  in  Newport, 
Rhode  Island,  or  as  he  likes  to  call 
it,  “NAPS.”  Then  it’s  off  to  the 
United  States  Naval  Academy  in 
Annapolis,  Maryland.  He  is  going 
to  one  of  the  best  colleges  in  the 
nation,  he  is  an  amazing  Division 
I  athlete,  and  he  has  little  biddies 
chasing  him  around;  he  could 
easily  have  a  big  head  but  he  does 
not.  Burgess  is  one  of  the  most 
genuine  people  there  is.  He  makes 
time  for  everyone,  he  never  shrugs 
anyone  off'  and  he  treats  everyone 
with  respect. 

B-Nics  will  doubtless  be  a 
success  in  life  as  a  person  and  as 
an  athlete.  Burgess  will  be  sorely 
missed  in  the  Boston  Latin  School 
Community  and  I  have  a  feeling 
he'll  miss  us  when  he  is  banging 
out  push  ups  at  0400, 
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Another  Argo  Crossword!  ! ! 


By  Josh  Michel,  I 

Crossword  Creator  Exraordinaire 

ACROSS 

1  .Former  Giant,  Mel 

4. Appear 

8. Shift  and  Enter’s  kin 

11.  Able 

14. No  longer  an  amateur 

1 7. Lenore’lamenter 

18.  Muslim  God 
20.  Honk 

22. Casper’call 

23.  Dirt 

24.  Grow  older 

25.  Third  in  series 

26.  First  in  a  notable  series 
28. Picnic  location 

30.  Holy  man  of  Nepal 

32.  Aural  organ 

33.  Underground  rodent 
3  5.  Smudge 

38. Untidy  oaf 
42. Skill 
43.  Attracts 

47.  Egyptian  sun  gods 

48.  Tree  product 
49.Sailor’affirmative 

50. Carrier  of  pairs? 

5 1  .Former  Panther  on  trial, 
Ray 

53. Citizen 
5  5.  Motto 
58.Citrus  drink 
60. Length  x  width 


61  .Numerals  we  use 

63. Dial _ 

64. Silent 

acknowledgements 
66. Reduce  gradually 

68.  Hullabaloo 

69.  Alarm  clock  for  some 
73. Adolescents 

75. Boston  Harbor 
pollutant,  once 
76.007,  for  one 
78. Layer 
80. Lode  load 
81  .Is  not  well 

83. What  holds  it  all 
together? 

85.”Good  old  boys”  had  it 

with  whisky 

86. Overjoyed 

89. Common  problem  for 

74Across 

90. See  how  these  three  run 

92.  Nice  laugh 

93.  Money  or  watch 
preceder 

95.  Lowest  frequency  light 

96.  First  word  of  an  epic 

97. Cog 

98. Singular  unit 

99.  First  president  to  use  the 
draft,  familiarly 

100.  Building  annexes 
101  .Old  sailor 

103. Boy  Wonder 
107.  Evading 


1 1 1  .Joyous  cry 
1 13.  Waterproof 

1 15.  Was  clothed  in 

1 16.  Facial  holes 

1 17.  First  two  digit  prime 
number 

121.  Fastener 

123. Longbow  material 

124. Split  or  boat  preceder 

127.  Worship 

128.  Aquatic  mammals 
130.Shoshonean  nomad 

1 3 1  .Sounds  of  indifference 
1 33.Lady’companion 

135.  Also 

136.  Where  you  should  put 
78  Down? 

139. Blvd. 

140.  This,  in  Madrid 
141  .Lane’beau 

142. Percussion  instrument 

146.Akroyd  for  one 

148,Pepper’mate 

152. Highway 

155. Guy  with  the  golden 

touch 

1 58. Remember  the _ 

161  .Mooer 
162.  Suffer 

163. Sullivan  and  Mr. 

164.  Weather  indicator 

165.  Adored 

166.  Three  (prefix) 

167.  How  fast  tires  are 
going  (abbr) 


168. Roman  affairs 
169. Obtain 

1 70.  French  crown 

171.  Before  “go” 

Down 

1  .Moon  stone 
2. Roman  attire 
3. Overflow 

4.  Union  of  film  actors 

5.  Requirement  in  12th 
grade  (abbr) 

6.  Bugs’  nemesis 

7.  Papa’s  mate 

8.  _ standstill  (2wrds) 

9. Online  laughter 

10. Lids 

1  1  .End  prematurely 

12.  Rain  cats  and  dogs 

13.  Sum 

14.  Unit  of  pressure 

15. Cone’partner 

16.  Flattering  poem 
19. Severe 

21. Definite  article 

27. Up,  up  and _ 

29,Boy’nickname 
3 1  .First  magic  word 

34. Before  to  17Across 

36.  Video  game  vixen 

37.  Unlawfully  take  the 
throne 

39.  Pompeii ’destroyer 

40.  Aroma 

41. Second  in  the  series 
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44. Snitch 
45. Go  astray 
46.Skanking  music 

48.  Divide  equally 

49.  Dry 

51.  Yield 

52.  Udders 

54. Online  auction  site 

55.  Bovine  utterance 

56. Cicero’year 

5 7. Super  Nintendo’s 
preceder 

58.  Diligent  worker 

59. John  or  Jane 

62.  Mimics 

63.  Attempts 

65. Between  meals  meal 
67. Someone  with  great 
vision 

70. Lug 

71  .See  34Down 

72. _ Rover 

74. Trig  function 
76. Our  main  light  source 
77. Bicycle  part 
79. Southern  general 
82. Allow 

84.  Cover 

85.  Edge 

86. See  34Down 

87. Straight  faced  storyteller 

88. Pointer 

89. Succeeded  easily 

90. Online  shorthand 

91. Married  woman’s  title 

93.  Green  house? 

94.  Lennon’ widow 
97.Allow 

99.  Advance  in  life 

100. Checked  out 
102. Moral  man? 

104.  Fledgling  men 

105.  Wrath 

106.  Recent 

1 08.Student’ concern 
109. Minute  particle 
1  lO.Heston’group 
1 12. Woe  is  me! 

1 14. Starbucks  choice 

1 18.  Elect 

1 19.  Mistakes 

120.  Orderly 

122. Unskilled  worker 
124.  Vagabond 
125. Supped 
126. Income  after  taxes 

129. Decays 
131  .Night  before 
132.Tiller 
13  4.  Award 

137.  High  card 

138.  Bring  down 

139.  Bottomless  pit 
141  .Rogue 

143.  Walk  knee-deep 

144.  Actress  Tyler 
145. Snag 

147. Heaps 

149.  Plays  a  role 

1 50.  Legend 
151. Idiot 

152.  Not  near 

1 53. Postman’message 

1 54.  Nightmare ’street 

156.  Beatles’  newest  CD 

157. Play’background 

159.  Had  a  rendez-vous 

160.  Poem  of  praise 


